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y friday july lath Asasaa further rewardrewald
from our searches inin the honolulu
library yesterday we found the follow

y ing historical letter published as an edi
tor al in the pacific Comm mercial adr vertinervertiser of october 1861

MORE ABOUT THE MORMONS

4 LETTER FROM CAPTAIN WALTER M

GIBSON

we have been furnished by his ex
R C wyllie to whom it was addressed
with the following letter from captain
gibsonGribson which will be read with interest

lavt at this time as it throws some light on
the doings and plans of the mormonscormonsMor mons
it is dated

A WAILUKU oct 18 1861
my dear sir I1 duly received your

J note of the irth instant and hasten to
present you with farther information as
ppromisedr

the meeting of native mormonscormons held
at this place and commencing the ath of

f this month was a regular semiannualsemi annual
conference such as has been regularly

4s held on these islands at different places
4 during the past eleven years during

the conference just preceding this held
on the ath of april last about 11200 of
the mormon faith were assembled to
gether and mr havekost resident of

k 1 this place informs me that as many as
mormonscormons have assembled together

at wailukuWailuku and inasmuch as this occur
lac ance did not attract any special public

attention I1 must attribute the particular
attention awakened by this late confer
onceence to my participation in it

f in 18501850 mormon elders from utah
first came to this kingdom they were
poor young men who mostly worked
their passage as sailors to get here
some had means at home like mr G
Q cannon and others well known here
but they all came without purse or script
to preach the true gospel of jesus
christ as they believed
ing their utter destitution of all external
means of influence they succeeded in
baptizing a large portion of the natives
and otof the most intelligent ones to their
feanah according to their records they
hadbad baptized up to 1857 about
adults on these islandsis I1 an ds the threaten
logsings of war in utah inin 1857 induced
every white mormon elder to return
hornehome the native church was left to
its own guidance the utah elders in-
variably told the natives that they did
notgot come to estaestablisholish themselves here
like the missionaries but simply to
teachleach them anat they felt to be the
truth and then go their way to teach
others of course the absence of the
white teachers caused much neglect and
fallifallingtig in the organization and when
I1 concerning the mormonscormonsMormons
during my stay at honolulu I1 was in

1 variably told that such a church had
ceased to exist in this kingdom one
official and generally well informed
gent lemang was positive in assuring me
thatat not a single meeting of mormonscormons
was now held anywhere on the haw-
aiian islands I1 knew this to be in
correctcoi but did not suppose that there
were any considerable numbers profess

1 ing this faith until I1 came to this is
land now I1 had not formed any in-
tention of getting up any special meet-
ing of this people but when I1 was
ata lahaina numbers of the intelligent I1

indand influential natives residing at Vwailail- i1

41

uku kula and other places came to
lacaua to solicit me to attend their
regular conference meeting commenc-
ing on the ath which I1 did and took a
more active part in it than I1 had ever
contemplated I1 will now present you
with some portion of the information
obtained during this conference and in
the course of my own investigations and
those of others with me

the largest number attending this
conference at anytime was about 1000
of which were mormonscormonsMor mons

on kauai there are nine branches of
the church and adult memberson oahubahu there are seven branches of
the church and adult members

on molokai there are two branches of
the church and adult members

on maui there are eleven branches of
the church and i1 adult members

on hawaii there are five branches of
the church and about adult mem-
bers but this report is not positive

on kauai there is one branch and
adult members

this amounts to a total of
adults and add to these
mitiminorsors which designation does not in-
clude little children the whole force of
the church will amount to persons
above seven years of age within two
months just past about have been
baptized on hawaii 76 on kauai and 46
wewerere baptized during the holding of the
conference at this place the most of0
these new recruits come out of the
missionary churches and eight or nine
out of the catholic church

I1 will mention a few facts in relation
to the branch on lanai with the
adult members there are 82 children
and all with three exceptions born on
kauai since the establishment otof the
church there in 1855 these children
are the offspring of twenty seven
marriages one native mormon called
pelio has eight children by the wife
now living with him another apai has
seven another has five
and soonso on down to a single bbabyaby and
they are all hearty healthy children
such as are not seen elsewhere on these
islands the church ii as been clubbing
together a little means and has hoped
to buy a body of land on this island
from the government or from the chielchief
faaleleaHaa lelea the latter agreed to sell
them the palanai district lorfor the moder-
ate sum of I1thih deritoororder to befriend the
poor church however this palanai is
mostly lava and consequently
would not be as advantageous as might
at first be supposed from its extent
furthermore there is nothot a single stream
or spring in the district and it is with
much difficulty that the people mmanage
to get enough otof drinking water some
limes they have brought water from
lahaina and lugged it lourfour miles from
the beach to their homes in lalawai
valley but with all these disadvantages
they have ben healthy and
allail the church would rejoice itif they
could be gathered together on kauai
in that case with a large force or labor
I1 think the water could be brought pro
fit ably to irrigate the valleyvailey from a
littleliitle stream near the north western ex-
tremity of the island but I1 cannot be
positive about the practicability of this
undertaking at any rate some water
for vatiousvarious purposeses though not very
good can be obtained by blasting out
rock in the mountain the poor mor
mons get about six gallons of water
from a few hallows in rocks which are

dry duringdaring the day but exude this muckmuch
during the night and this is the hietchieiC
drinking supply for all this people but
they i have large numbers of goats and
use some milkanamil kand eat fresh goats meat
and mutton with sweet putapotatoestoes in-
stead of exclusive poi and salt fish

I1 design to submit a proposition totg
he government in relation to the settle

ment of a large portion of his maje
mormon sulsubjectsejects upon kauai after cer-
tain tests have been made for a supply
of water it is my intention to visit
kauai next week I1 have been therecheke
once before

your excellency makes some re-
marks relative to a supposed intention
of persuading his Maje subjects to
emigrate to other islands of the pacific
or indian oceans the very reverse of
this has occupied my mind I1 have
supposed that many thousands of poly

and malaysiansMalay might be induc-
ed to emigrate to this group and this is
a matter which I1 know could be accom-
plishedshed if it was deemed desirable my
chief exhortations to the natives have
been with a view to inspire them with a
hhopeope of national life I1 tell the most
intelligent again and again to combat
the despair that the dooming voice of
the most otof the foreigners would inspire
them with I1 am positive that in the
mormon organization there is to be met
with the most of this national hope the
strongest attachment to the king and
the most ardent desire for perpetuation
of a native hawaiian dynasty at the
request otof the mormonscormonsMor mons I1 furnished
them with a design for a church emblem
pror banner for their festive occasions and
1I gavee them the simple design of eight
stars in a circle for the group and the
word ola lilelife in the centre

I1 tendbend you a copy of the religious
principles that havehae been substantially
taught to his Maje subjects now
called mormonscormonsMor mons this only lifters from
the teaching in utah it being deficient
in the inculcation of polygamy I1 do
not believe that this doctrine has ever
been preached to the natives of these
islands it is never taught in europe
nor in any other country outside of
utah and furthermorefarther more according to the
principles otof mormonism it never is to
be taught or permitted to be practiced
anywhere outside the precincts of the
zion of the church and there only by aL

certain order of the priesthood
I1 shall not trespass more on your at-

tention at this time but I1 shall be ready
to furnish you with any information
relative to toymy movements and observa-
tions on these islands I1 will venture to
sasayy on this occasion that no other
strangerger who ever entered his MajeMajest ls
dominion could have formed a more
avely regard lorfor his person a stronger
sympathy with the of his
sovereignty or a more ardent hope for
the perpetuation and prosperity of his
race and dynasty this I1 have felt and
this I1 have uttered and I1 am seeking no
personal advantage here my heart is
with the oceanic races I1 was born on
the ocean and I1 have felt a sort ot
brotherhood with islanders especially
wiwithth the royal malayandyMala yand his kindred who
reign and live here I1 can afford to be
misunderstood condemned or despiseddespise
for I1 have a heart and purpose to abide
my time I1 care for no creeds but for
dumantayhumantay and love to work for those
that are despised and have no friends

my dear daughter who is determined
to share her fathers labors and wander


