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ment of these ruins discovered a
large number of clay tablets about
the size of roof tiles but not moremor
than halfhaf an inch thick TheseThes i

tablets are covered with characterscharacter
in the language and
have been found to consist of letters
decrees and dispatches from theth
various kings of Babylon and

v Canaan to the monarchs of Egypt
Some of these it has been clearly
shown were written previous to
1530 that is to say at or before thethe-

A
time when Moses livedJived Thus

A

x we see that the kings of Babylon
and Assyria carried on a correspondcorrespond-correspond-
enceence in their own language with

I the kings of Egypt The BabylonBabylon-
ish language it thus appears was

s the common medium of diplomacyi and educated society even asth Latin was in the middle ages
or as French is at the present time

h11 Hitherto the received notion hashas-
iIX i boonbeen that the realm of knowledge

was very narrow and circumscribed
3 in the days of Moses But suddenly

the veil has been drawn aside WeWe-
IrI

find the ancient world muchr-r lIke our own Therhe governments
tt and educated were informed
x of much that was passing on in the

countries around them Wellell may
bid us consider what

such eil-eean important bearing
t-t eliess as88 these must have upon ther

criticism otof the Old Testament
The new Life of thethA Emperor

j Frederick is the most popular book
that has lately been issued from the

J German press The author Herr
Fritag has made a valuable contricontri-contri-
bution

contri-
bution

f

to German history One of
the most pleasing chapters of the
work is thatthat which describes the
domestic life of the late Emperor
and the influence of his
wife the Princess Royal of EngEng-Eng-
land

Eng-
land

Eng-
landland The following extract maymay-

y

may-
rr y not be out of place During their

young wedded life she had devoted
herler energy sometimes herner patience
to instill into the soul of her hushus-hus-
band

hus-
band

hus-
bandband the interests she had at heart

h T and it was his beautiful belief that
she had taught him to feel and to
recognize truth and to enjoy the
beauties of life

Justlust now as Barnum the great
r American showman is getting

ready to sweep all the spare cash of
the Londoners into his pockpockett the
greatest exposition the world has
ever seen is being quietly closed at
Paris More than twenty million
tickets have been sold besides the
hundreds of thousands who by
means of friends or favors saw the
exhibition without a ticket This
fact alone goes far to prove
that Paris is still the worldsworld'sworld
centre of attraction Of all
the wonders that have been
stored on the Champs dede-

Mars
de-

MarsMars the marvelous tower is desdes-des-
tined

des-

tined
des-

tinedtined to be the sole survivor ToTo-
xr x add to its attractions A large hotel

tt f will be established on the first platplat-plat-
form

plat-
formform No diminution of Interest Iniin-

this
n

this sky-piercingsky structure is appar-
ently

appar-
ently

appar-
ently shown the stream of visitor
at allaU hours of ththe day forming aa-

longlong procession In one of the
jc rooms at the top oof the tower is now

to be seen a phonograph the gift of

io-i-o Mr Edison which already speaks
J threeforty languages

ilia

f

J
1W if x sJ

One of the most striking illustra-
tions

illustra-
tions of the manner in which in-inin-
telligent heathens look upon theth
preposterousrous claims of socalled
Christianity has just been shown by
Mr John T Ise an influential
Japanese who a few days agoag
landed in EnEnglandland Mr Iselse is aa-

young
a-

youngyoung man of thirty and theth
son of Yokel the enlightened
Japanese statesman who led the
movement in favor of admitting
foreigners and breaking down ththethe-
oldold jjealousalous exclusivenessven and theb-ound

the-
iron-boundironbound feudalism that fettered
anall progress Y became a be-bebe-

liever
bebe-

lieverlieverHever in the Bible through rreadingading
a copy in the Chinese language He
inaugurated the movement for
sending young men to AmAmericarica
for education in western ideas In
1869 one year after the revolution
which put an end to the oldoid order
of things ffell by the hand of
an assassin who hated his Jibliberalral
views in politics and religion HisHis-
son

His-
son

His-
sonson Isebe after finishing a course of
study in the foremost university of
Japanlapan has tratraveledvel d extensively in
Europe audand America To a correscorres-corres-
pondent

corres-
pondent

corres-
pondent of The Christian World
who was sent to interview him Mr
Ise said What we need in Japan
is not this sect or that we want our
church polity anand system of theology
to develop in Japan We wish
the missionaries to make distinction
between the factsts of Christianity
and their theories about it so80 that
our people shall not be conconfusedtu
We want the religion of Christ and
the church polity that teaches the
authority of notGodGod not of man We
have had Confucianism and Buddh-
ism

Buddh-
ismism and whatever of truth there is
in these systems must be allowed to
remain Truth is truth and willwill-
ever

will-
everever remain so80 A truth taught by
Jesus will never contradict a truth
taught by Confucius but will harhar-har-
monize

har-
monize

har-
monizemonize with it DurinDuring the last

I

five years a great change has come
over the educated minmind of Japan
Formerly Christianity was looked
upon with indifference as somesome-some-
thing

some-
thingthing beneath notice but lately
though the educatededucate men are un-unun-
able

un-
able

unun-
ableable to accept the creeds and
confessions of ththe churches yet
they see there is a power
in real Christianity that is
capable of making men better We
want to establish libraries but it is
no use sensendinging us any but the best
books Many of the books sent out
by the missionary societies are worse
than useless They contain ideas
concerning Christ which prejudice
all thinking people against ChrisChris-Chris-
tianity

Chris-
tianity

Chris-
tianity Along side of this terrible
arraignment of socalled ChristianChristian-Christian-
ity

Christian-
ity

Christia-
n Iity by a former heathen comes the
equally damaging acknowledg-
ment

acknowledg-
ment

acknowledg-
mentment of Dr Farrar the eloquent
Archdeacon of Westminster who
says In the domains of science
and Biblical criticism numberless
priests and even whole generations
of priests and religious tteachers
have maintained and enforced
views which are entirely false
ScarcelySc-arcely a single truth of capital
importance inits science has ever been

having to strug-
gle

strug-
gle

strug-
glegle for life against the fury of theoltheol-theol-
ogical

theol-
ogical

theol-
ogical dodogmatists InIII every instance
the priests have been ignominiously

defeated The world moved as
said it did iinn spite of the

Inquisition Thousands of pulpits
fulminated anathemas against the
early ggeologists yet before thirty
years had elapsed the rejectionn otof
the truths that geology taught
would have been reregarded anIt the
mark of an idiotidiot-idiot Are not the tes-testes-
timonies

tes-
timonies

testes-
timonies of these men one a leading
thinker of Great Britain the other
the leader of liberal thought in
Japan worthy of consideration OrOr-
iji it possible that the socaneds-oChristian churches are so far sunk ri
in the ruts and grooves of sectariansectarian-sectarian-
ism

sectarian-
ism

sectarian-
ismism that they willwin continue in their
former course Will the sects seek
to reform their doctrines or musttSO-tWalledso-WalledaUed heathens do it for them

The crusade against the ACrI-ACrIAfri-
can

Afri-
cancan slave trade which Cardinal
LaLavigerie has been so eloquently
preaching throughout Europe andand-
in

and-
in

and-
inin connection with which he visited
London last year has created an
interest in his personality that rancan
hardly failfaU to secure a hearty welwel-wel-
come

wel-
come

wel-
comecome to his biography which has
just been published Lavigerie was
born at Bayonne France October

1822 and is therefore a littlelittle-
more

little-
moremore than sixty-foursixty years of ea-ea e-
FromFrom early youth he has been a
careful student but he has gained
still greater distinction for his kindkind-kind-
ness

kind-
ness

kind-
nessness and humanity Many an or-oror-

phanage
oror-

phanage can tell the story of his
goodness but it is the suppression otof
the slave trade that has mostmostly oc-ococ-

cupied
ococ-

cupied his thoughts and caused the
fame of his name to be sent forth
to the four corners of the world

Having been requested by the
French Marshal McMahon to take
charge of the missions in AI
was formerly appointed the ArchArch-Arch-
bishop

Arch-
bishop

Arch-
bishopbishop of Algeria in 1867 While
busy looking after the missions un-unun-
der

un-
der

unun-
derder his care he was led to observe the
terrible trafficframe in human beings Y

which existed not merely In Al-AlA-
l 1geria but likewise throughout the
length and breadth ofot the Dark
Continent During twotwentytwen-tyyears Cardinal Lavigerie has devotdevot-devot-
ed

devot-
ed

devot-
eded hihishie energies to his great worklifeli-feSometimes he was to be found at the
head of a company of missionaries
trying to penetrate the dark junglesju
of Central AAfrica at other times he
was pleading the cause of the blackblack-
man

black-
man

black-
manman before the courts otof
Europe In July 1888 CardiCardi-Cardi-
nal

Cardi-
nal

Cardi-
nalnal Lavigerie came to London
to arouse the attention ofot the BritBrit-Brit-
ish

Brit-
ish

Brit-
ishish people in his humanitarian propro-pro-
jects

pro-
jects OnOn one occasion Lord Gran-GranGran-
ville

Gran-
ville

vil-le
Gran--

villeville acted as chairmann and Mr
Edmund Sturge the wellknownwe-llQuaker spoke in behalf of the

It ratherCardinalsCardinal's scheme was
droll to see a Cardinal oof Rome
and a Quaker occupying the same
platform How nobly how elo-eloelo-
quently

elo-
quently

eloelo-
quently the Cardinal has pleaded fr

for freedom all those who have w-

atchedwatched his career are fullyfuny aware
Bal one ofot the greatest men

of genius that France has ever
giveniven to the world has lately been
brought into remembrance by the
erection of his statue on the bankhank of
the Seine Balzac seemsseema to have
been one of those very few literary
men who have wielded a vast
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