ration of President Woodraff, it

Lays:

s President Woodrutf has certalnly gone on
reeord 10 the most emphatic and unmisiak-
able fashion. Itis hardly possible to ima-
gine that 2 man sufficiently intelligent to be
elected a8 presideht even of the Mormon
Qhurchb ehould publish such language as
we have now quoted uniesa he proposed to
act io-accordange with 1t. For him privale-
1y and eecrelly Lo encourage, or aven Lo
conmnive al, that which he thus publicly and
officially repudiatés, would be an act of
madnoess, of the glaring folly of which no
sane person could be insensible; for his
gecret acle would 1mevitubly be dragged,
sooner or later. into the light, and be com-

ared with his own public declarations, to
Eia own utter confusion.’’ .

Informativo vn ibhe Moermoen quesiion io
Idaho hus been published by Prot. Wright
of Oberlin. He hus written a letter in Lhe
Nation giving the resutts of his observation
in that new Btate. Bwoth the constitution
and the laws of the State are so se¥ere in
thewr restrictions of ‘Mormounism that ils
speedy exlinclion within the borders of
tdaho would peem absotutely certain. But
legal methoda of regrcssion are very hard
to operate succesefully; thuy usnally kick.
in some parts of ldaho the population 18
overwhelmingly Mormon. The handiul of
@entile voters in those districis will be
nothing but curpet-baggers—and we Know
from sad exparience whut happens when
favored ciique thus geils control of the
power over the mass of the peo-
ple, and over the taxes which the
people dre obliged to pay. In other parts
of the Stale Lheﬁrrobub ities point to the
increase of the Mormon rather than of the
Genille popilation ; which only mesns the
extension &f earpet-bag rule with all its
avil consequences, or e.ac the ignoring of
the laws of the Siate. Prof. Wright found
the Mormon populatit: to be generally
:1ike ordinary haman beings who are Jabor-
ing ander a temporary religious elusion.’
They are known to be induatrious; they
geemed 10 bim to be sincere, if not logical
in their reagoning. Fer the most part, they
were indistingaishable from the Gentiles
mixed in among tbem. His description of
them agrees perfectly with that given by
others who huve become familiar with the
rank and file of the Mormon ropuilation.
Ignoraut, sincere, and deluded. are the
terme which moat aptly describe them ae a
class. What they need ia not the fury of gov-
ernmental urusecution, but the kindly mn-
fstrations of education and philanthropy.
1f leaders like Cannon and Bnow persigt-
ently vivlate the laws of the United States,
they should, of course, be punished ; but to
pluce the wlole body of the population
under legal pains and penalties—to respond
to the ory ot the ignorant with fierce laws
againat polygamy, to altach to sincere be-
liets the penalties of felony, and to attenipt
to cure delusivns by throwing the ban of
the law OVer & communily-—se¢ms to us
quite contrary to sound principles of states
manship.”’

Further press comments will have
to be reserved for a future issue.
We have no further space for them
this evening.

COME UNDER THE LAW.

IT is perhaps not inappropriate to
once more direct attention to the
following, Bection 10, of article VI,
of Amendments to the charter of
Ralt Lake City:

«+No officer shall be directly or indi-
rectly interested in any contract work,
or business of the oity, or the -selling
of any article, the expense, price, or
consideratinn of which is paid from
the treasury. or by any assessment
levied by any act or ordinance. Nor
in the purchase of any geal estate, or
ether property belonging to the cor-
poration, or which shall be held for
tho taxes or assessments or by virtue
of legal process at the suit of said
corporation, Mayor or other efficer of
the city.”

There is an nlleged member of the
- City Council, who occupies a geat
in that body who never was elected

the courts?” will nof dg;
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to it, and who i8 more or less a
continuous breaker of the foregoing
clause. He does n certain class of
work for the eity and, occupying a
geat in that body to which he i
pnot legally entitled, takes part in
appropriating publiec funda to him-
gelf. The balance of the Couuncil
are also thus elther ignorant of the
Inw, or Wilfully gullty of breaking
it. There is only oue theory be-
aides that of ignorauce uuder which
they could possibly act—unless wil-
ful lawlessnessbe admitted—that is,
onthe hypothesis that the geutlem .o
referred to is not s member of the
Councii at all, Judgze Zane, in the
Third Distriet Court, baving de-
eided by a judicial decision that &
eandidate of the Penple’s Party was
elected to the office which he now
fraudulently liolds. He not beiug
legitimnately a member of the Muni-
cipal Conpeil, it is barely, but
hardly, possible that be and the
members of that body may hoeld that
he ¢an contract for and do city work
without coming under the ban of
the law. But such a *Liberal?
theory would be somewhat swk-
ward, to say the leust, in séme other
of its aspects, as the publi¢ business
transacted officially by the alleged
eouncilman and the five other ¢ Lib-
erals?’ in the same pousition, so far as
the title to seats is concerned, would
be thus admitted to be of question-
able legality.

If the claim exiats that the coun-
cilman who performs city work and
votes money to himself ia really a
member of that body” to which he
appears to belong, then there is no
reason why, on the same hypothe-
gig, any other member may not
grade the . streets, lay water sud
pewer pipes, contract for the eree-
tivn of the combined couuty and
elty building after Mr, Appunyi is

worn out by long waiting fer
that work to be begun. Beeing
that the ordivance providing

that city work should be awarded to
the lowest responsible bidder was
killed by being voted down by the
Council, what J8 to bhinder a
moiiopoly of public Work within the
limits of the ¢“Liberal’’ ring, es-
peclally as the law does not scem to
be, in any degree, a deterrent.

We say, ‘‘Come within the law.”
That is all we have ever asked of
the ¢ Liberals.”” A mere promise to
ssobey the law?? as it exists on the
statute books and as “‘construed by
preten-
tions from that guarter are not
strictly relisble. When men become
a law unto themselves they aren
menace to this Republie, and the
elective franchise should be stricken
from thelr alien hauds.
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MAD OR MENDACIOUS?

"WHATEVER cohscience a Mormon
has he has, 80 to speak, given an op-
tion on it to the head of the Church;
he hus bonded it, as a real estale man
wouid say; and in consideration of the

romisa of the head of the Church to
and his soul safely in paradise, he
hereby surrenders to him the full use
of such conscience. to oceupy, to use,
to transfer to his administrators or as-
signs, in 211 respects to use as his own
property, and if, in the long run, he
fails, then this obligation shall be
void. The conscience businessis the
very one. We hold that a Mormon
has no right to vote, or to hold office,
until he ean withdraw that bond, or
that option from the bead of the
Church, ani obtain a retease. a full
release, so that he can wuse that prop-
er y which ought to be his own, in his
wwn way."’

The foregoing is, of course, from
the ¢‘Liberal®? organ in this ecity.
That is the way the edlitor, who
wants to be Delegnte to Cougress,
speaks of “Yoeung Utah,” whose
votes he desires to help him to the
seat—anil the salary. Now if there
is anything that “Young Utah?
know without doubt or room for
question, it is that the statements in
the beginning of the above quated
paragraph are utterly and completely
fals¢. The enuuciation iu the latler
part, of his intention, evolved upon
those falseooods, to work for their
complete disfranchisement, will of
course stimulate ““Young Uah?? to
rush forward on the fourth of No-
vember and (eposit their ballota—
for the last time, to aid in the elec-
tion of the persou who will see to it
that they do not vote any more,

Now if the writer of the untruths
about “Mormons* yielding their
consciences to ¢‘the head of the
Church,” can produne some indi-
vidual who bas thus ‘‘glven an op:
tion’> on his conscience, or one of
ordinary finteliect who will admit
that he bas done so, wr any promise
of *‘the head of the Church” in con-
sideration of that ‘‘option.”? he may
have some kind of a peg on which
to hang his daily excuse for wani-
ing to take away the voting power
from every $‘Moraon” in Utah.
But until he does this, all his vapor-
ings on the matter will be vain, and
tYoung Utah,” if any of that class
ever see what he says, must look
upon him as most deusely iznorant
or most wickedly false.

1f g “Morinon’’ has no right to
vote until he can ‘‘withdraw a
bond”’ that be never made, he ia in
a very queer condition. But it is
fortunate that there is no power on
earth which can force him to such
an impossible act, and no one that
| demands it but a fanatic who is
either insane on this question, ol is
the most malignant utterer of un




