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45 1 will read a portion of a revelation
given through ithethe prprophetphet josejosephPh
smith previous to the organization
of the church dated april 1829

oliver cowderyCowderyi verily verily JI1
say unto you that assuredly as the
lord liveth who is your god and
your redeemer even so surely shall
you receive a knowledge of whatso-
ever thingthings you shall ask in faith
with an honest heart believing that
you shall redellereceive a knowledge con
corning the engravengravingsiriglilg of old re-
cordscords which are anclauciancientedt which
contain those parts of any scripture
of which have been spoken by the
manifestation of my spirit yea
behold I1 willwili tell you in your mind
antiantl in your heart by the holy
ghost which shallshail come upon you
and which shall dwell in your heart
now behold this is the spirit of
revrevelationailonatlon belibellbeholdoldoid this is the spirit
by which moses brought the children

i of israel through the redbed sea on dry
ground

the point I1 wish to call your atten
tion to is contained in the second and
third verses of this revelation the
latterlatten day saints are in many re-
spects like other people who are not
latterlavter day saints we are apt to
entertain views which are not very
correct and which may be the result
of our traditions and preconceived
ideas this is a peculiarity that per-
tains toio mankind generally thatthai
whenever they deal with the things
of god or speak about them or

t contemplate them and especially
when they read the predictions

i made by the servants of god con
corning future events or events that
may transpire right before their eyeseyed
they are apt to get sometimes
erroneous ideidessorideasasorason at least exaggerate
ed ideas in relation to them the
prophets have foretold the events

9 that should take place in connection
4 with this work therewhere is one proph-

ecy that comes to my mind recorded
by isaiah and micah resrespectingpectin the
buildingwilding of the house of god jiin the
top of the mountains and the gath-
ering of the people there and the

ji object for which they should gather
that they should comeconoe up and be

919 taught of the lord etc cowitnowhow itu might be supposed that whwhenenthatthat
predictiondiction would be fulfilled it would

11 abeKe so prominent and remarkable in
3 the midst of the nations of the
fc earth that all the inhabitants

s t i thereof who should witness it
d would say this is the fulfillmentfulfilment

of the predictions of isaiah
mt and nileahmicah 11 and it might

be thoughthought that all the inhabitants
of the earth who witnessed it would
be convinced of the truth of it and
would say htwewe have no further
opposition to this work because weijbehold the fulfillmentfulfilment of the predie

a eions of those holy prophets whom
we have been taughttau ht to regard

e and whose writings we have read as
authority from god

HI land doubtless there are many ofpi thothe latter day saints who have
thought in the early days of their

I1 experience in this church whenthey havohave heard the elders predict
concerning the great tEeventsavents that
should taketalle place in connection withthis work they have thought andin theirthein heartsarts that wwhenhen the
wickedwicked and those who oppose this
work should see the ghosefulfillmentfulfilmentL of
these predictions they would be con

t strainedtraineds to acknowledge that this isthe work of god and would cease
from hostility and opoppositionPpositionionlon andwould say they hadllad been mistakenJ for instance the elders in the earlydays of this church predicted ccon0ll11

ceding calamities and wars aandnd
troublescoubles of various kinds that wwouldT comeConie upon the inhabitants of therl earth there was a revelation ggiv-en Yto the prophet joseph smith inindecember 1832 concerning the warthat should take place between thesouthern states and the northernstates this was a definidefiniteto predic-
tion stating the exact point wherea certain trouble or rebellion or di-

v alsvisionlonion in the nation should take
place most of us who have bbeeneen

Sf i- biobroughttight up in the church knew
cabout0 about this revelation from earlyC41 days athasit has been published sso thatall the members of the churchchurch andthe world also could have it and itwas but reasonable to expect that sodefinite iia prophecy as this whichstatedd tbthe exact barbetercharacter of tthebealiffidifficultyculty that should take alapeplace brbc

tw olp youth ndji

that also stated witwithh such definite-
ness

e
the exact point where the di-

vision should occur I1 say it was
but reasonable to expect thatthab when
it should be fulfilled it would haveleave
the effect convincingof unbelieversbelieversun
of the truth of the missionmis ionlon of joseph
smithsouthlandand that liehe really was a
man inspired of the lord to speak
the word of god to the people

in 1860 brothers orson jeratt
erastus snow myself and others
were going on missionsmissions and we ar-
rived at OmalOmaiaInhainlain the month of
novnovemberteabr of that year A deputa-
tion of the leading citizens of thatthat
city came to our camp and
tendered topsto us the use of the court
house as they wished to hear
our principles the invitation was
accepted and elder pratt preached
to them during the servicebervice there
was read the revelation to which I1
bavehave referred the revelation con-
cerning the division between the
south and the north the reason
probably for reading it was that
when we reached omaha the news
came that trouble was already brew-
ing and several states were threat-
ening to secede from the union its
reading made considerable impres-
sion upon the people A good many
had never heard of it before and
quite a number were struckek with the
remarkable character of the prophe-
cy it michmight have been expected
naturally speaking and looking at it
as men naturally do that the read-
ing of such a revelation at such a
time when the crisis was approach-
ing would have had the effect to
direct mens attentionlonion to it and they
would be led to investigate its truth
and the doctrines of the church and
the foundation we lladbad for our be-
lief but if there were any convert-
ed in that audience I1 am not aware
of it good seed was sown but we
did not remain to see what effect it
produced the revelation being so
remarkable and the events then
transpiring being so corroborative of
its truth one might naturally think
as there were present on that occa-
sion the leadingJ and thithinkingaking por-
tion of that community that a great
numberhumber would have been ibiiblimpressedpressed
with its truth and
would have investigated and joined
the church you
ber it was for a good while doubtful
whether the rebellion should com-
mence at south carolina or not I1
was in england at the was
engaged in publishing the millen-
nial star and took a great deal of
notice of the american papers and
I1 well remember that to all human
appearances it seemed for awhile as
though the trouble would break out
at fort pickens florida but the
word of god hadllad been spoken con-
cerning that event and consequent-
ly it had to bobe fulfilled aaas predicted
and the war did commence at south
carolina it was fulfilled as you all
know to the very letter fort sum-
ter being the place where the rebel-
lion broke out

now I1 allude to that in connec-
tion with this subject to show you
that not only is the world mistaken
in its views respecting the fulfillmentfulfilment
of the predictions of the prophets
but even latter day saints have
doubtless in many instances en-
tertained erroneous views re-
spectingspec ting the fulfillmentfulfilment of rev-
elation and prophecies of the
bible I1 have no doubt there are
many here tonightto night who have had
some experience in this and can
look back at times in their own
lives when theyhey have thothoughtu
surely 1 these things that 1 the

prophets have foretold are brought
to pasqpass the people will be convinced
my relatives and friend who 1now1ow
ridicule me and my belief willwil1 aalsoaisolaoiao

they will be forced
to confess that I1 did right in em-
bracingbracuti tilethiet gospel

no doubt there are somepome in this
audience tonightto night who have had
these ideas and certainly there are
good reasons for entertaining them
but experience has hauglitaught0 t us that
while there may be a few who when
they have seen the predictions ful-
filled have acknowledged that our
coursecourse is right in the majority of
cases throughout the earth where
the gospel taslashas been preachedpreached the
fffulfillmentfulfilment of the predictions of the
prophets has not hadllad the effect to
convince the people of the truth of
the ministry god has given unto useven with this experience in thepast the latter day saints them
selves are not entirely divested ofextravagant views respecting the ef-
fectfeefec ce which are likely to follow the
fulfillmentfulfilment of predictions yet in the
future are we not all inclined to

forwardfonwardd to many events which
pavepaye been predictedmagpyy the servants
pfaf god as beingbeingorof so greatgroat and wowormwornn
darful and I1 may gapgayFA so wr
fan wilp MJafsaIbAll

be fulfilled they will even startle us
who believe they are coming anandd
will compel the unbelieving inhabit-
ants of the earth to accept them as i

evidences of the truth iriin our
thoughts this seems to be the natur-
al tendency I1 notice it in myself I1
notice it in others when we read
respecting the great events which
are to take place in connection with
this work as predicted in the book
of doctrine and covenantcovenants are we
not inclined to think that surely
when these things shall comeI1 to
pass all the earth as well aaa our-
selves will be constrained to aac-
knowledge

6
this to be the work of

god and these events to be indeed
those which have been predicted by
the prophets

now I1 would not for the world
say one word to lessen in the minds
of my brethren and sisters the im-
portance of ththeseese events I1 would notnat
say one word to weaken your proper
expectations boutmybut mayray experience has
taught me that the lord worksworksinin
the midst of this people by natunaturalralrai
means and that the greatest events
that have been spoken of by the
holy prophets will come along soiso

naturally as the consequence of cer-
tain causes that unless our eyes are
enlightened by the spirit ofgodana
the spirit of revelation rests upon
us we will fallfail to see that these are
the events predicted by the holy
prophets

I1 refer you again to that prophecy
of isaiah and micah respecting the
gathering together of the israel of
god from the various nations to
zion As we read of that in the
bible we might think when that
was fulfillfulfilfulfilleded itt aouwouldd be dodonee with
such supernatural manifestations
that the peopeoplepa would be constrainconstrain-
ed to acknowledge it was the work
of god yet we see I1itt everevery day
our people are gagatheringcatherintherin9 and men
andaid women who emigrate bear tes-
timony to the friends they leave be-
hind in almosalmostt the exact language
that the prophets said they jouitwould
and yet it is not thought very extra-
ordinary why is this because it
has come along so naturally and
so with the great events ththatthabatWillwill
take place in the future they will
come all along in so natural a man-
ner the lurd will bring them to
pass in such a way that they will
not be accepted by the people ex-
cept by those who gancan yombomcomprehend
the truth as the fulfillmentfulfilment of the
predictions of the prophets it re-
quires the spirit of god to enable
men and women to understand the
things of god it requires the spirit
of god to enable the people to com-
prehend the work of god and to per-
ceive

er
his movements and providenproviden

ces among the children of men tilethe
man who is destitute of the spirit of
god cannot compiecompicomprehendhendebend the work of
god A woman whose mind hasbas
not been enlightened by that spirit
cannot see or eombomcomprehend any of
these events that take place in fulaul
ailment of the prophecies of the holy
prophets

you take two per who has
the spirit of god whose mind is en-
lightened by that spirit the spirit
of revelation the same spirit that
rested upon the propprophetsbets who wrote
the revelations and prpropheciesoplieciescles we
have you take a man of that kind
and then tautak who has nonone1e
of that spspiritirit and put the two tto-
gether

0
and thethotheonetheonooneono mans eyes will

be 0openen to see the hand of god in
all these events he will notice his
movementsts and his providence in
everything connected with his work
and they Wwill

C

IIIili be testimonies to him
to strengthen hishi fathfaith and to fur-
nish his mind with Ccontinual rea-
sons for giving thanks to and wor-
shiping god while theman
not the spirit of god will sesee1 I fajth
I1agmg gogodlikee in the0 ococcurrencescurren i noihnoth
ing whichich he will view as superna-
turaltu I1 as many suppose everythingr
wbwhicheh exhibits gods power to be
or nothing which he will accept atas a
fulfillmentfulfilment of prophecies his eyes
will be closed his heart will be
hardened and to all the evidences
of the divinity of these things he
will be impenetrable

to those who have mingled with
the world the reasons for this are
very plain men do not believe in
these days in the direct interposition
of god in the ammaffmairsaffairs 0off men if
they even believebellowi in god tbtheyey be-
lieve that hebe governs the universe
by great natural laws when
therefore a great and wonderful
event occurs they seek for its origin
and explanation inin some natural
law they ignore the fact that god
works through natural laws but
seem to think that if he were to in

at all it would be by manimant
festinfestingtesting hishig power through thethothesussusi
pension of natural laws byb oteroreorpove

riding andand battag tthemM andfind in
mmoh ri paw th

mankind wouldwouid be compelled to ac-
knowledge it was his aatiact as they
would be utterly unable to account
for it by any laws known to them
or in any herwayhersayotother way than as being
through his power warsvars famines
pestilences cyclones earthquakes
and the great variety of calamities
which god has said shall be poured
out upon the wicked nations are
therefore looked upon ly men gen-
erallybrally in these dayhdays as the results of
certain well defined iand easily ex-
plained causes whenn any of these
calamities visitv isit a city ar a nation
theytiley immimmediatelyediaedlamediatelytely commence to in-
vestigatevestigate the laws which govern
them and by the violviolationatioatlon of which
they assert they are producedproducedandand
when they discover what they aal-
legelegeego is the cause they triumphantlytriumphalitly
1 to it and that is
proof that god has nothing special to
do with it forfon if it were a visitation
from him it isjs supposupposedsidsed it would be
so supernatural as to be injn
explicable and thusthug men gogoonon
hardening their hearts and denying
gods power until they will be so
completely given over to the evil
one that be willwiil lead them captive
according to his will

my reason for calling your atten-
tiontion to the word of the lord I1 haveibave
read to you Isi that I1 have some-
times thought that our people do not
appreciate as they should do the
spirit of revelation the spirit of pro-
phecy the power of god that has
beenpeen poured out upon us as a people
the fact seems to be overlooked that
it was in the manner in which thetile
lord tellstella oliver cowdery thatmoses brought the children of ismelisrael
through the redbed sea on dry ground
the lord said to oliver 1I will tell
you in your mind and in your heart
by the holy ghost which shall
come upon you and which shall
dwell in your heart now behold
this is the spirit of revelation be-
hold this is the spirit by which
moses brought the children of israel
through the red sea on dry ground
how many of the latter day saints
are there who understand that this
Jsis themaythe way in which moses led ttilee
children of israel so miraculously
how many are there who think that
if we had aa man like moses among
us thethib people would be led differently
and with greatergreaten manifestations of
power than thiyareare how many
are there who are dissatisfied with
whawhat god is doing at present and
are looking for some one to appear
in the future who shall exhibit con-
vincing and overwhelming manifes-
tations of power how manymany arearc
there atatthethe present time who are
neglecting the precious and inesti-
mable gift of revelation which god
has bestowed upon his people be-
cause it does not come to them in
the way to suit their preconceived
notions and ideas or who are not
suited with the way the church has
been and is led because theretheres is not
that wonderful degree of power ex-
hibited which they imagineimaglneine should
be

apostatesApostatesatea have asserted that there
was not the power in the leaders of
the church which there should be
they said so during the life of the
prophet joseph asserting that hebe
was a fallen prophet after his death
they made the same statements re-
specting8speespec tingeting president young his coun-
selors and the twelve apostles
and if I1 am not mistakenwakenin there
are tome members of the cb who
have appeared to think that there
has been some power lacking and
have manifested a feeling of restless-
ness

s
anticipating the rising of some

oneoje who should have greater au
hority than at present exists
shile I1 would not wish to detract
from the reasonable expectations of
my brethren and sisters upon this or
myiny other point my vviewI1ew is that ththee

p now held in this church
ellieilibodies allali tthebe authority bestow-
ed by the lord upon man in the
flesh ayt I1 believebelleve that tiietile powerpower
of god will iz increased among us
that we wiliwll hayobavo manifestations of
his power so eh asag TOwe never have
before witnessed YOlaff the day of
gods power in the of
zion willwili come but I1 do fi ex-
pect that to come usug all 001 t

uddensudden I1 expect that it will be the
natural result of the natural growth
ofor the people min the tahthingsas of god I1
expect that wewip will go on step by
s ep from one degree of faithfalth to an
theralier from of knowledge0
0 another from abneone degree of pow-

er to another until we shall be pre-
pared to receiveretelle all the lord haslias inlii
store for us and be preparedto en-
ter

n
into that glory promised to ttethethe

faithful saints thefordthe lord has given
unto his peoplenople and to his church
very gift micild overeveryy qualifica-

tion and esery keyhey which is
necessary to loadleadd this
W iby ew nguon 0

our father and our godG d thearh Jnathlnothing wawantingn ting when the V
restored apostleshipthe to the silsll
he restored allalt the power that ib1

possible for a human being to 5
in the flesh when berestobehe restonestorestore
keys of the holy priesthood I1u iservant joseph when he gavedave tb

z
him the sealing powenpowers wbwha 1

Sgave unto him the endowmentendowments
galcal

the keys of the holy priesthood itf
coated therewith when the pit t
joseph received the keys frofroinfromI1 in SJ

jahjab and from all the proprophetsPbetst iVhad existed upon the earth fronfrocfroro
beginning down each one3 as b

tsays himself in one of his episenist
each one in his dispensation coqcomCOB

I1

forward and bestbestowingowing upon hinthim 0
authority pertaining thereto tt

p

was embodied injn him all the p 4

hood they held and lie bestabes
upon his fellow apostles allailalaj
priesthood he exercised and allaliailt
power and authority bestowed is
mortal man to exercise here
the earth so far as the presen
concerned that is allali ae k
the priesthood and everything
is necessary in this
state and to make man a
subject for the celestial kinkingi
of god by the command of
lord he conferred that authority
on his fellow servants to bilindtt
earth and it should be bountboundb
heaven to seal the children to
father and the mother and tosto
the winewife to the husband and
weld all the links necessary in 0oi
to complete the salvation of all It
iahildrenchildren of men from the daysidays
adam down to our day alidand alsoaisoalsoc
prepare men and womenen for thethet
ture that lies before us thenn feni
umurn to which we are all huhartew
who can conceive of any paromROT
that was lacking whowho had poipol
to promise unto manmau that U
shouldsh 0uld be kings and priests TO

god and in addition to that v
had the power to seal upon thtle
the actual kingly and priestly didipdig
ty and confirm upon them the ft

ness of it and also to elvegivegave ththe
promises respecting the bodh
that should hebe fulfilled upon thet
and if faithful to come forthfortliinin tf
morning of the first resurrectionnow there was nothing lackingat
there wwas no power there wasiwas i
giff there was no authority thaithel
were no keys lackingjacking and thethkeys have been handed dim0
through him others may WaI1

WI

claimed to have bad them Jw
have had strang john JE haobaopazpaa
william smith gladden eishobisbobishop
and a host of others ea
has claimed to have receiverereceivecelvaceiva
that authority either abrou
joseph smithersmith or fromfroin some othothe
source some have claimed th
joseph was a fallen prophet aam
some have heetfeet up one claim anai
some another bu t the fact remain
that the church of jesus christQ of

latter day saints as it is orgaorgaricanicarIdnaif
in these mountains has had iky

apostleship that the men who have

stood at our head president vounyoua
antiami the twelve apostles wbwhoa
president at the death of the pro
phet joseph he was acactuallytidally
ed under the hands of the prophet
joseph every key and power and au
dhority that hebe himself possessed
and that they actually did take hold
and complete the TemTemppiebeplebelehe started
and endowed their fellow servant
therein with tbthee same authority aditanil

the same priestly and kingly ddignityj
that they had received from udderunder
his hands and from that time tato

the present this work has gone forth
with might and power and tiethe
power of god has attended the laborsjabon
of his servants who have been sent
forth by these apostles chosen by
revelation to take charge of this
work everything they have done
god has blessed they have gath-
ered the people together they aaehaw
led the people they have been 6
livered by the mighty power of golgot t

when it seemed that they would be 1

overwhelmed by opposing influ-
ences they have gathered the
people together from the nations of

the earth in fulfillmentfulfilment of the pre-
dictions of the holy prophets nokott
only that but they havenave laid the
foundation of temples here one
temple at least has been
ecec I1 while three others are in precessprocess
of ereoernt lonyjonyon which we hope will soon
be complacompleteded into which buildings
the saints of god can enter and re-
ceiveceivelve their men tl receiverecellerecelveeive their
washingsivash ings and aboltanointangsings and sealpeal
ings and ordinancesg have the
keys of the botyhoty priest

bestowed uponuipon tembemti
W 1 they can exercise in the rionriou
way foforfon thethuta buildhulidbuildingingupup of the
ofif godod and tphisis is the work p
god althaithalthoughough men may say there
has leenbeenbeenbeon nodo supernaturalsu turlturi manifestamanifests
ulontooton of power some suppose
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