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glven through the Prophet Joseph
mith previous to the organization
of the Ehurch, dated April, 1829:—
¢«Qliver Cowdery, verily, verily, I
say unto you that assuredly as the
Lord liveth, who is your God and
your Redeemer, even so surely shall
you receive a knowledge of whatso-
ever things you shall ask in faith
with an honest heart, believing that
you shall receive a knowledge con-
cerning the engravings of old re-
cords, which are ancient, which
contain those parts of any scripture
of which have been spoken by the
manifestation of my spirit; Yea,
behold, I will tell you in your mind
and in your heart, by the Holy
Ghost, which shall come upon you
and which shall dwell in your heart.
Now, behold this is the spirit of
mvel’atiun; behold, this is the spirit
by which Moses brought the children
of Israel through the Sea on dry
und.” '

The point I wish tocall your atten-
tion to is contained in thesecond and
third verses of this revelation. The
Latter-day Saints are in many re-
spects like other people who are not

tter-day Saints. We are apt to
entertain views which are not very
correct and which may be the result
of our traditions and preconceived
ideas. This is a peculiarity that per-
tains to mankind generally, that
whenever they deal with the things
of God, or speak about them, or
contemplate them, and especially
when they read the predictions
made by the servants of God con-
cerning future events, or events that
may transpire right before their eyes,
they are apt to get, sometimes,
erroneous ideas,or at least exaggerat-

ed ideas, in relation to them. The

pru[zheta have foretold the events
that should take place in connection
with this work. Thereisone proph-
ecy that comes to my mind recorded
by Isaiah and Micah, respecting the
building of the house of God in the
top of the mountains and the
ering of the people there, and the
object for which they should gather,
that they should come up and be
“taught of the Lord, ete. Now it
might be supposed that when that
rediction would be fulfilled it would
so prominent and remarkable in
the midst of the mnations of the
earth, that all the inhabitants
thereof who should witness it
would say, “This is the fulfilment
of the predictions of Isaiah
and Micah.” And it might
be thought that all the inhabitants
of the earth who witnessed it would
be chnvinced of the truth of it, and
would say, ‘“We have no further
npgositinn to this work, because we
s %e old the fulfilment of the predic-
ons of those holy prophets whom
we have been tauzht to regard,
and whose writings we have read as
authority from God.”

- And, doubtless, there are many of
the Latter-day Saints who have
thought, in the early duys of their
‘experience in this church, when
they have heard the elders predict
concerning the great events that
should take place in connection with
- this work—they have thought and
felt in their hearts that when the
wicked and those who oppose this
work should see the fulfilment of
these predictions they would be con-
strained to acknowledge that this is
the work of God, and would cease
from hostility and opposition, and
would say they had been mistaken.
For instance, the elders in the early
days of this Church predicted con-
- cerning calamities and wars and
troubles of various kinds that would
conie upon the inhabitants of the
earth. There was a revelation giv-
en to the Prophet Joseph Smith, in
December, 1832, concerning the war
that should take place between the
southern states and the northern
states. This was a definite predic-
tion, stating the exact point where
a certain trouble or rebellion or di-
vision in the nation should take
Ell:;e. Most of us who have been

ght up in the Church knew |
about this revelation from early
d 2. It hna;b;enf ?;bli%hm so that
€ mem of the Church
the world also could h s it
was but reasonable to expect that so

definile a prophecy as this, which
stated the exact chamamr,ﬂf the

difficulty that should take p be .
fween the south ng the Dﬁrlfgfﬂ‘ﬁﬁ
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rived at Omaha in the month of
November of that year. A deputa-
tion of the leading citizens of that
city came to our camp and
tendered to us the use of the Court
House, as they wished to hear
our principles. The invitation was
accepted and Elder Pratt preached
to them. During the service there
was read the revelation to which I
have referred—the revelation con-
cerning the division between the
South and the North. The reason
probably for reading it was that
when we reached Omaha the news
came that trouble was already brew-
ing, and several States were t{hreat-
ening to secede from the Union. Its
reading made considerable impres-
sion upon the people. A good many
had never heard of it before, and
quite a number werestruck with the
remarkable character of the prophe-
cy. It might have been expected,
naturally speaking and looking at it
as men naturally do, that the read-
ing of such a revelation, at such a
time, when the crisis was approach-
ing, would have had the effect to
direct men’s attention to it and they
would be led to investigate its truth
and the doctrines of the Church and
the foundation we had for our be-
lief. But if there were any convert-

ed in that audience I am not aware |

of it. Good seed was sown, but we
did not remain to see what effect it
produced. The revelation being so
remarkable and the events then
transpiring being o corroborative of
its truth, one might naturally think
as there were present on that occa-
sion the leading and thinking por-
tion of that community, thata great
number would have been impressed
with the probability of its truth, and
would have investigated and joined
the Church. You doubtlessremem-
ber it was for a good while doubtful
whether the rebellion should com.-
mence at South Carolina or not. I
was in England at the time;and was
engaged in publishing the Millen-
nial Star, and took a great deal of
notice of the American papers, and
I well remember that to all human
appearances it seemed for awhile as
though the trouble would break out
at Fort Pickens, Florida., But the
word of God had been spoken con-
cerning that event, and consequen t-
ly it had to be fulfilled as predicted,
and the war did commence at South
Carolina. It was fulfilled, as you all
know, to the very letter, Fort Sum-
ter being the place where the rebel-
lion broke out. |

Now, I allude to that in connec-
tion with this subject, to show you
that not only is the world mistaken
in its views respecting the fulfilment
of the predictions of the prophets,
but even Latter-day Saints have
doubtless in many instances en-
tertained erroneous views re-
ss)ecting the fulfilment of rev-
elation and prophecies of the
Bible. I have no doubt there are
many here to-night who have had
some experience in this, and can
look back at times in their own
lives when they have thought,
“Surely whe.l these things that the
prophets have foretold are brought
to pass, the people will be convinced.

ridictile me and my belief, will also
be convinced,and they will be forced
to confess that I did right in em-
bracing the gospel.”

No doubt there are fome in this
audience to-night who have had
these ideas, and certainly there are
good reasons for entertaining them.
But experience has taught us that,
while there may be a few who,when
they have seen the predictions ful-
filled, have acknowledged that our
course is right, in the majority of
cases throughout the earth where
the Gospel has been preached, the
fulfilment of the predictions of the
prophets has not had the effect to
convince the people of the truth of
the ministry God has given unto us.
Even with this experience in the
past, the Latter-day Saints them
selves are not entirely divested of
extravagant views respecting the ef-
fec'ss which are likely to follow the
folfilment of predictions yet in the
‘ature.  Are we not all inclined to

0ok forward to many events which
have been predicted by the servants
of God as being of 80 great and won.
derful, and 1 may say so supernatur-
Al a character that whew fhw thall

My relatives and friends; who now_

when these things shall come to
pass, all the earth, as well as our-
selves, will be constrained to ac-
knowledge this to be the work of
God, and these events to be indeed
those which have been predicted by
the prophets?

Now I would not, for the world,
say one word to lessen in the minds
of my brethren and sgisters the im-
portance of these events; I would not
say one word to weaken your proper
ex pectations; but my experience has
taught me that the Lord works in
the midst of this people by natural
means, and that the greatest events
that have been spoken of by the
holy prophets will come along so
naturally as the consequence of cer-
| tain causes, that unless our eyes are
enlightened by the spirit of God,and
the spirit of revelation rests upon
us, we will fail to see that these are
| the events predicted by the holy
prophets, i

I refer you again to that prophecy
of Isaiah and Micah respecting the
gathering together of the Israel of
God from the wvarious nations to
| Zion., As we read of that in the
| Bible, we might think when that

was fulfilled it would be done with
such supernatural manifestations
that the people would be constrain-
ed to acknowledge it was the work
of God. Yet we see it every day.
Our people are gathering, and men
and women who emigrate bear tes-
timony to the friends they leave be-
hind, in almost the exact language
that the prophets said they would,
and yet it is not thought very extra-
ordinary. Why is this? Because it
has come along so naturally. And
s0 with the great events that will
take place in the future; they wili
come all along in =0 natural a man-
ner, the Lord will bring them to
{ pass in such a way that they will
not be accepted by the people, ex-
cept by those who can comprehend
the truth, as the fulfilment of the
piedictions of the prophets. It re-
quires the spirit of God to enable
men and women to understand the
thinge of God; it requires the spirit
of God to enable the Seop]e to com-
prehend the work of Ged and to per-
J ceive his movements and providen-
ces among the children of men. The
| man who is destitute of the spirit of
God eannot comprehend the work of
God. A woman whose mind has
not been enlightened by that spirit,
cannot see or comprehend any of
these events that take place in ful-
filment of the prophecies of the holy
prophets.

You take two persons,one who has
the spirit of God, whose mind is en-
lightened by that spirit, the spirit
of revelation, the same spirit that
rested upon the prophets who wrote
the revelations and prophecies we
have—you take a man of that kind,
and then take another who has none
of that spirit, and put the two to-
gether, and the one man’s eyes will
be open to see the hand of God in
all these events; he will notice his
movements and his pmvidenc& in
everything connected with his work
and they will be restimonies to him
to strengthen his faith and to fur-
nish his mind with continual rea-
sons for giving thanks toand wor-
shiping God; while the man +ho has
not the spirit of God will see noth-
ing godlike in the occurrences, noth-
ing which he will view as superna-
tural (as many suppose everything
which exhibits God’s power to be)
or nothing which he will accept a¢ a
fulfilment of prophecies; his eyes
will be closed, his heart will be
hardened, and to all the evidences
of the divinity of these fthings he
will be impenetrable.

To those who have mingled with

the world the reasons for this are| pe

very plain. Men do not believe in
these days in the direct interposition
of God in the affairs of men. If
they even believe in God, they be-
| lieve that he governs the universe
by great natural laws. When
therefore, a great and wonderful
event occurs, they seek for its origin
and explanation in some natural
law. They ignore the fact that God
works through mnatural laws; but
geem to think that if he were to in,
terpose at all, it would be by mani.
festing his power through the sus
pension of natural laws, o
riding and violating them, and in
such & supernatural maennper that
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plained causes. When any of these
calamities visit a city jor a nation
they immediately commence to in-
vestigate the laws which govern
them, and by the violation of which
they assert they are produced; and
when they disecover what they al-
Jege is the cause, they triumphahtly
point to it, and that is Euﬂiﬂient«
proof that God hasnothing special to
do with it; for if 1t were a visitation
from him, it is supposed it would be | power and authority bestowed u
so supernatural as to be in |mortal man to exercise here y -
explicable. And thus men goon,|the earth, so far as the presen
hardening their hearts and denying | concerned; that is, all the key
God’s power, until they will be so|the priesthood and everything}
completely given over to the evil|is necessary in this prepara
one that he will lead them captive|state, and to make man s
according to his will. subject for the celestial king
My reason for calling your atten- | of . . By the command of
tion to the word of the Lord I have | Lord he conferred thatauthority
read to you is, that I have some-|on his fellow servants to bind
times thought that our people donot | earth and it should be ,
appreciate as they should do the|heaven, to seal the children to
spirit of revelation, the spirit of pro- | father and the mother, and tos
hecy, the power of God, that has|the wife to the husband, and
n poured out upon us as a people. | weld all the links necessary in on
';'he fact seems to be overlooked that | to complete the salvation of all {
it was in the manner in which the | children of men from the
Lord tells Oliver Cowdery - that| Adam down to our day, and
Moses brought the children of Israe] | prepare men and women for the!
through the Red Sea on dry ground. [ ture that lies before us, the millen
I'he Lord said to Oliver: “I will tell|um to which we are all hasteniy
you in your mind and in your heart, | Who can conceive. of any po
by the Holy Ghost, which shall[that was lacking? Who had pn
come upon you, and which shall|t0 promise unto man that t
dwell in your heart. Now, behold |should be kings and priests u
this is the spirit of revelation; be-|God? And in addition to that,w
hold, this is the spirit by which | had the lP'«TF’-”'EI" to seal upon the
Moses brought the children of Israel | the actual kingly and priestly dig
through the Red Sea on dry ground.” | ty and conifirm upon them the f
How many of the Latter-day Saints | ness of it, and also to give the
are there who understand that this | promises respecting the Godhe
is the way in which Moses led the |that should be fulfilled upon the
children of Israel so miraculously?|and if faithful, to come forth int
How many are there who think that | morning of the first resurrectio
if we had a man like Moses among | Now, there was nothing lacking,a
us the people would be Jed diflerently | there was no power, there was:
and with greater manifestations of | gift, there was no authority, the
power than th:y are? How ma were no keys lacking, and the
are there who are dissatisfied with [ keys have been handed dow
whal God js doing at present and |through him. Others may ha
are looking for some one to a claimed to bave had them. W
in the future who shall exhibit con- [ bave had Strang, John E. Pag
vincing and overwhelming manifes- | William Smith, Gladden Bish
tations of power? How many are|{and a host of others; é
there at the present ‘time who are|bas claimed to have receiw
neglecting the precious and inesti- | that authority, either throug
mable gift of revelation which God |Joseph Smith or from some othe
has bestowed upon his people, be- | source. Some have claimed
cause it does not come to them in|Joseph wasa fallen prophet;
the way to suit their nceived [Some have set up one claim
notions and ideas—or who are not |some another. But the fact remain
suited with the way the church has | that the Church of Jesus Christ ¢
been and is led, because there is not | Latter-day Saints, as it is organi
tl:.m!a wnndm_-ful degree of power ex-|in these mountains, has huad e
hibited which they imagine should [ Apostleship; that the men who haw

jah, and from all the prophets

had existed upon the eﬁrtg f | {“l
beginning down—each one, E
says himself in one of his epi :
each one in his dispensation cop 2
forward and bestowing upon hin #
authority pertaining thereto,§ °
was embodied .in bim all the @
hood they held, and he besto
upon his fellow Apostles all
priesthood he exercised and all

be? stood at our head, President Youn
Apostates have asserted that there [and the Twelve Apostles, wh
was not the power in the leaders of | President at the death of the

the church which there should be. | phet Joseph he was, actually
I'hey said so during the life of the |ed under the hands of the Pro
Prophet Joseph, asserting that he |Joseph every key and power and a
was a fallen Erﬂphel;. After his death | thority that he himself possessed
they made the same statements re- | and that they actually did take holl
specting President Young, his coun- | and complete the Temple he started
selors, and the Twelve Apostles. |and endowed their fellow servant
And, if I am not mistaken, there | therein with the same authority an!
are tome members of the church who | the same priestly and kingly dignifj
have appeared to think that there|that they had received from unde
has been some power lacking, and | his hands. And from that time @
have manifested a feeling of restless- | the present this work has gone forth
ness, anticipating the rising of some | with might and power, and the
oue Wuo should have greater au- [ power of God has attended the labors
hority than at present exists.|of his servants who have been senl
Vhile I would mnot wish to detract | forth by these Apostles, chosen by
from the reasonable expectations of [revelation to take charge of this
my brethren and sisters upon this or | work; everything they have done
wny other point my view is that the | God has blessed. They have gath
apeostleship,now held in this church, | ered the people together, they haw
embodies all the authority bestow- | led the %e, they have been & |
ed by the Lord upon man in the|livered by the mighty power of Gol
flesh. Yot Ibelieve that the power | when it seemed that they would be
of God will be increased among us, |overwhelmed by opposing infle
that we will haye manifestations of [ences. They have
his power such as Wwe never have | people together from the nations ol
before witnessed. ¥For the day of | the earth in fulfilment of the ﬁre-
God’s power in the redemiption of|dictions of the holy prophets. Not
Zion will come. But I do not ex-|only that, but they
¢t that to come upont us all or &|foundation of Temples here; one
udden. I expect that it will be the lemple, at least has been complet-
natural resilt of the natural growth | ed, whil_a three others are in precess
of the people in the things of God. L | of erec.ot, : hiigh wehtyu ]:. l_l]lds_uun
expect that we Wwii! £0 on step by | be comple.€d, tow uildings
s ep from one degree oi faith to an

the Saints of God . .
ther, from one degree of knowledge | ceive their endow Jents,receive their
o another, from one degree of pow-

washings and anoinlings and seal-

er to another, until we shall be pre-|ings and ordinances haye the’
pared to reteive all the Lord has in |keys ~of the holy  priest
store for us and be prepared to en- | h bestowed upen Ta. €,

which they can exercise in the rig_;.‘i
way for the building up of the wor

of God. And this is the work of
God, although men may say there
has been no supernatural manifesta-

ter into that glm:; promised to the
faithful Saints. The Lord has given
unto his pecple and to his church
~vepy gift &nd’' every qualifica-

a3 ;‘E’?"i’ dkﬂ'jtrhiwmch [;Jml tion of power, such as some sup
eCusyAr &h § pedpin|k ) .
;Jnuq"'ﬂi celestin] Kkingdom ¢ 'ought fo attend his work, ’ﬁ’ﬁ
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