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to any particular class had it done so
we might well have doubted the dicinitdivinity
of the inspiration which suggested it atit
might then have been considered a mere
man made custom and like its maker

1 perishable the chief beauty of all true
principles is their breadth their chanty
their impartial philanthropy because
of the breadth and extent of this beautiful
observance I1loancan see god in it and can
therefore believe it will endure it
originated like the flame of a candle
or a fire on the hearth to give light
and warmth to those only within the
abuse but now it shines like the sun
the great lamp which god lit in heaven
to shed forthferth its warmth and brilliance
over allchinall Thinn is proper and right for we are
aallI1 the children of god equally his sons
and daughters equally the creatures of
his benevolent care I1I1 rejoice that we
can meet here upon the plane of our com-
mon brotherhood and sisterhood and re-
gardlessgard less of religious or politicalWal differ-
ences join hands in doing honor to the
noble dead

I1 can honor any man who is sincere
however much hlahis opinions may differ
from my own sincerity is not always
rightri lit but it is always right to be sincere
theT hypocrite is despicable but the sin-
cere soul is ever to be admired I1 honor
the men who wore the bluebine who fought
under the stars and stripes giving their
lives in defense of their countrys forI1 believe this nation was founded ofgod that its constitution was written
with an inspired pen that the almighty
nerved the arm of the patriots whose
swords and pens carved out the im-
mortal legend all men are equal
equally entitled to life liberty and the
pursuitE

pursuit of happiness I1 therefore honor the
heroeseroes who struggled and successfully
to extend in later years the boon of free-
dom and maintain the integrity of the
union founded by our fathers I1 believegod was in it that it was written in the
great book of destiny that slavery must
perish and that the union should be pre-
served but I1 turn from them to lay a
garland also upon the grave of the con-
federate hero who though mistaken in
fighting against the old flag in seeking
to shatter the union did so in sincerity
and laid down his life to prove the ear-
nestnessnest ness of his convictions I1 was or-
dered out of a house in ohio a dozen
years after the war for expressing as
much that thosa who fought and niesdiedd
for the south were equally sincere with
those who fought and conquered for the
north but I1 do not expect to receive
such treatment here perhaps it would
not again be accorded there for times
have changed since then and mens minds
have broader grown

I1 was once walking through a ceme-
tery a private cemetery in the city of
LanlancastercaRter pa wandering among the
tombstomba in that silent city of the dead my
eyes chanced to rest upon a stone on
which was the name of thaddeus
stevensstevena once eminent as an american
statesman and a prominent figure of
that period of our national histhistory to
which I1 have referred the period orttie0of the
civil war underneath his name were
engraved these words doubtlessdoubt lesa penned
by hisbis own hand in anticipation of death
to form his epitaph 1 I repose in this
quiet and secluded spot not from any
natural preference for solitude but find-
ing other cemeteries limited as to race by
charter rules I1 have chosen this that I1
might illustrate in my death the princi-
ples I1 advocated in a long life equality
of man before hisbis creator now I1 dod
not supposespose that the statesman when he
pennedpenn those lines meant that all men
aream absolutely equal in all things life
is full of inequalities the very face of
nature is rife with contrasts these ma-
jestic mountains that tower heavenward
areasare as unlike as possible the meek and
lowly valleys upon which they frown so

too in society some men some women
towar aloft like mountain peaks above
their fellows by reason of superior in-
telligencetellitolli gencegenee by reason of power and posi-
tion hereditary or representative some
as shakespeare says being born great
some achieving greatness and some hav-
ing greatness thrust upon them there
are kings and princes and presidentspres identa
swaying power over millions of their fel-
low creatures there are the strong who
oppress the weak the rich who grind the
poor the proud and haughty despising
the meek and humble life Is too full of
contrasts and diversities to convince us
that all men are in all respects equal
but when the hour comes the inevita-
ble hour to shuffle off this mortal
coil when the kinqking lays aside his crown
and sceptretre when thethe president descends
from the chair of state when the judge
doffs his ermine and the rich man atstrip-
ped

rpI1
of his millions naked as when he

came into the world passes away when
with equal steps impartial fate enocksknocks

at the palace and the cottage gate
and prince and peasant king
and pauper stand before god to be
judged to render an account of their
stewardshipsstewardships and receive at the hands of
a just judge lethe reward of the deeds done
in the body then will it be seen if not
before that all men are indeed equal be-
fore their creator and when we lay our
bodies down to sleep in these narrow
chambers in thisthin silent halls of death
then too is it seen that all men are equal
for death like love levels all ranks
and lays the shepherds crook beside the
sceptretre 11

and what is death to the christian
merely the dissolution the temporary
divorcement of the spiritual part of man
from the temporal the return to the ele-
mentsments composing him to their separate
originsoriffins I1 then shall the dust return to
earth as it was and the spirit unto god
who gave it our lives are as the rain-
drops sprinkled upon the hills they but
evaporate to the clouds from which they
fell or trickle back to the ocean whence
they came let those who will be satis-
fied with the tinkling poetry of the in-
fidels philosophy that life is a narrow
vale between the barren peaks of
two eternities 11 but ascend to these
mountain tops and tell me what you 8see
one valley no many valleys east
west northnorth south valleys in all direc-
tionstio this is rather the symbol otof life
and they who ascend to the spirits
heights will see not merely one life but
many stretching away behind andand be-
fore them this life is but a link in the
chain death but an incident ia our eter-
nal career the gloomy grave butbat a mile
stoneatone on our enendlessless journey we may
honor the sincerity of the infidel but we
cannot from the standpoint of christ
weeagree with sincerity in its errors

mostmoat men I1 bellevebelieve have a yearning
after immortality and that yearning I1
accept as a prophecy of its realizationevery righteous desire of the heart will
be gratified it is only the evil desires
that must be removed eradicated like
weeds from a garden most men desire
to live again tolto rise like the sun after its
setting all the more glorious after the
night of darkness which has intervenedsome men who are called infidels have
such desiresdesire there was a poet once who
was thought to be an infidel because
he did not believe in god as other men
believed yet when that I1poet was
drowned and his poor dead body was
taken from the lake there was found upon
him a copy of the holy scriptures the
word of god which he loved to pore over
and ponder upon he left on record these

the one remains the many change and pass
heavens light forever stunesshines earths shadows

fly11

life ialike a dome of many colored glass
stains the white radradiancelanee of eternity
until death tramples it to fragments

and there the poet leaves it like a shat-
tered vaserase butbat god who gave the poet
life that creator who is greater than his
creature takes up the work where the
poet leaves off I1he gathers up the shin-
ing fragments of that shatteredshat ered vase and

them into a vessel of honor a
thousand times more beautiful and tak-
ing the lovely flower which once
adorned it which was not destdestroyedroved at
death but simply transplanted from a
lower to a higher kardengarden he replaces it
the selfsameself same flower in the selfsameself same
vase nownew immortal and imperishable to
shed forth its fragrance and bloom in
beauty forever this mymy friends is
life this is death and this the resurrec-
tion
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congregationalist said in sub-

stance lotlet me first direct
your thoughtsthoughta to that epoch
the civil war it is now thirty years
since that event which we celebrate
took plaplace men are not heroes because
they died they are heroes who have
faith in godglod what makes man
a hero is that he has the comprehen-
sion to understand gods purposes
about thirty years ago a smallemail army
representing onesection of our country
their hearts if not their feet keeping
time to gods desire marched away to
battle for their count rys rights what
was there to makes such an epoch glor-
ious lurid and red with blood as it
was to lift it above common murder
and give it a place ininthethe councilscouncile of
god it is true that some of the chief
actors in that great drama became vin-
dictivedic tive and hated their brethren when
in drawing their swords in defense of
gods purposes they should still have
loved their opponents it was to give
to us this grand country and govern
ment which is as the great lincoln
saidadd for tbtho people by the people
and of the people the direct cause
which led to the great rebellion was
the trampling upon the principles of
the constitution by certain men then
slavery obtained a strong footing upon
american soil directly contrary to
free government god liedecreedcreed it andnd
the stain had to be wiped out with a
flood of red blood the speaker then
gave a history of the rise of the war
and traced the course of events down
to the present time in conclusion he
said let human love american
patriotism and universal brotherhood
place each year anew above that stern
and rugged period of this nations
history its fresh crown of laurel and
weave with reverent band its garland
of rosemary for remembrance audand of
rue for regret

the harmony glee club then sangmug
when the swallows no eward idylfly

in first rate style
president angus M cannon pro

bounced the benediction and with
this the exercises terminated

professor evan stephens presided at
the organ which was placed on the
one side of the elevated platform from
which the speakers addressed the
audience and also conducted the
musical portion of the service the
harmony glee club rendered splendid
service and holdsfelds band waswaa quite a
feature the latter remained in the
cemetery until one and dis-
coursed a good selection of music

at fort douglas and elsewhere in
the urty memorial day was duly ob-
served


