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chair as he goes from one palace to
the other and as they go they wail out
a chantychant which means something like
this soldiers protect your king

the eunuchs are also ubiquitous both
in china and corea these men have
great power they are said to be wise
councounselors and they certainly have a
great deal to do with the administration
of governmental affairs here none but
eunuchs are allowed to wait upon the
queen and her majesty has palaces
soldiers and a retinue otof her own they
dress like the high officials with long
gowns reaching to their feet and horse-
hair caps they have long yellow
sober faces their voices have a high
falsetto pitch and they move about with
a snakelikesnake like quietness

THE KING AND THE PATESFATES

the comeans are very superstitious
they have their astrologers and one of
the prophets of the past said that the
present dynasty would last only five
hundred years this time isis now up i

and the people look upon the war to a
certain extent asaas a decree of the fatestates
and some of them think that the kings
days are numbered the king himself
is very progressive and he would like
to improve his people he may be able
to do so if he can control his officials
and he will be able to do this only
through the japanese there is very
little known about the government of
corea and it will be surprising to many
people to know that it has a fixed
organization and that there are dedepart-
ments

art
in seoul much like those at arashwash-

ington these are supposed to control
the affairs of the kingdom and in times
past thetheyy have practically controlled the
king the king with the aid of the
japanese is now running the machine
and it is probable that some of the
rebellions throughout the country areake
tormentedformen ted by the officials

HOW COREA IS GOVERNED
the government of corea consists of

the king and hisbis officials in seoul and a
vast number of officials who are scatter
ed over the country the kingdom is
divided up into eight difdifferentterent provinces
each of these provinces has a governor
who is appointed by the king and it is
divided up into countries or districts
each of which has its officers every
city or district of ten thousand houses or
less has a mamagistrateistrate who is a sort of a
rulerfuler and julgjudgee he collects all the
taxes and passes upon all disputes he
isais a man of power and every one bows
down before him corea has between
three and four hundred of these mamagis-
trates

gis
and they practically run the

kingdom outside of seoul they collect
the taxes and they have scores of scribes
about them who are a sort of political
strikers and who do the dittydirty work for
them these lower officers all pay
those above them for their offices and
they expect to get back their money out
of the people the poor farmer in ffacta ct
has to pay taxes over and over again
and if he gets anything ahead it is
squeezed out of him by torture or
paddling

THE KINGS BIG MEN
the high officials of seoul are

numerous though the most of them
have fledtafled to the country on account of
the war I1 was told that there were
eight vice presidents to the home office
when I1 was inin seoul and there were a
number of vice presidents to the foreign
offices in this office there are about
fifteen clerks and nearly as many secre

baries of statestale the king has two men
who are supposed to be his closest ad-
visers and they are called the ministers
of the right and left all of these
officials when they go to the palace take
their toilet cases and wardrobes with
them and a servant always trots behind
carrying their extra clothes combs
brushes and other chamber furniture
they have to wait a long time often be-
fore they can see the king and they can-
not get out of the palace belorebefore the sun
rises the official work is done outside
of the palace but the offices are not in
full blast until about high noon

THEY SIT UP LATE
the comeansCoreans although the lawslawi do

not permit the men to go on the streets
at night are fond of late hours they
sit and gossip among themselves and
their parties are always of one sex
they are always either stag parties or
hen parties and the men dearly love the
flowing bowl there are more old men
gossipers in corea than there are old
maid gossipersgoa sipers in america it is not an
uncommon thing for a crowd of young
and middle ageoagea men to spend a night
in chatting singing and in the writing of
poetry in poetry they use the chinese
characters and the chinese is the official
court language I1 may speak in another
letter otof their education and schools

are queer in every way and
though they have many things which
are cruel and bad they are on the
whole a very refined people and are
good natured and kindly

THE KINGS CENSORS
there is one class of government

officials however which corea has
which we do not find in america and
which are now restricted to corea and
china these are the censors they
are appointed by the king and it is their
business to travel over the country and
see that justice is administered there
are lierperhapshaps a dozen of them under the
government they go about in all sorts
of ways and perform the lattofpart of official
detectives no one is supposed to know
who they are they may appear in the
disguiseise of a coolie or a peddlerPeddler and
they will settle in a town ruled by an
unjust magistrate and live among the
poor Ttheyhey find out whether the people
are complaining and if their complaints
are just they have toethe power to remedy
them each of them carries the kings
seal and they have the right to order
any headbead aff below that ofof a governor
they have of late years however been
very corrupt I1 am told and have been
bribed by the officials the japanese
who are now controlling the country
are doing what they can to put down
this bribery it is a herculean task and
it is believed by the foreigners in corea
that the cleaning of the augean stables
of corean officials corruption is a bigger
job than the conquering of china how
it will turn out time only can tell
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THE SITUATION

during the pastpant season the general
eeling in bueinbusieee waswas one of
dainty andadd indecision and many dealdal
orserg became so0o conservative asaa reillyreally to
be an obstruction for they established
IQ10 the minds of theirheir patrons the some
te elings and thereby much trade taskaba
could have been done safelylately

lowed to parpan by aird today it Is1 real
tied tapi vary few have done as well alla
they might have done hadbad they knowd
totor foreseenloreseen that things would have
turned out as well asan they have

discouraging asan this waymay be on re-
flection it isin bleapleasantsunt to know that sa
more buoyant hopeful feeling prevails
throughout the cumcommercialmercial world to-
day spite of the omnipresent dissatill
faction on the money or eurcurrencyrency
question and the diversity of opinion
in regard to gold silver or paper asae thehe
circulating medium of the country

that this subject lain not fully
understood appears clear to ihnao
observer and that many theories
are purely individual or local is
beyond question and that bonds
and securities of one kind and another
are being returnreturnedeJ from abroad tola es-
tablished by lae continuous drain of
gologold the banks of the great centers
meanwhile are the
precious metal beyond all precedent
the plethora of fufundsads and the preeaurere

to obtain employment for the enor-
mous accumulation in the hands of
capitalists and mo eyed corporations
being coincident with the depletion otof
the treasury reserve the increase of0 the
national debt and the not improbable
issue of bondsbondemoremore bondsbondal

the latter question toie one which laIS
creating discussion in theshe ranks of the
more thoughtful of the middle tradtrade
class and of the better informed of the
labor class and the question Is perti
bently asked and presseddressed if thehe gov-
ernment or nation asai it isie can issue
itsif promisesprom laes to pay in denomination
of one thousand or ten to the extent of
one hundred millions in a year of
peace eonou a determined interest cannot
the samebame power issue the same amount
in one or ten dollar promises to pay
without interest anaa a matter of earna
my jy

would not all those employed of thepeople from the presidentPreaident to tuetile senaen
ator or from the treasury clerk to toetile
soldier or pensioner be justfust asan well
sadefied and conventenood itif paid I1 n
clean crisp notes asaa they are with
gold providing that such issue asan
now was acceptable or the paymentspay menta
of all geotsdebts or privatesprivate l andana
could not this issue be carried safely to
or beyond the point per capita known
to some nations when the immense
magnitude of this country toIs consid
ered and the time it takes to scatter
generally any money at all

that inability to buy tola at the
foundation otof restricted trade keenig
reasonable the decrease being eti
mated at from twenty to twenty live
per cent although 1894 waswae much bet-
ter than the previous year andana yet the
assumed cost of itvine in 1894 waswag ten
per cent leea than in 1893 many goods
indeed being sold upon a margin so
close that profits on the whole were
unsatisfactory

part of the general losslose of trade
had considerable of a local char

the effects were far reach
toging it baa beenbeen estimated that the
great railway strikehinke of last surasummermiar
involved a lowloss olof over million
dollars and of thib some clityfir ty millions
was inim wages lost to workingmen a
losslose which bad its influence on dealers
of every grade

tariff changes also exerted an influ-
ence over trade in some lines at least
whether as to importation oior


