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tioned eservents of the liord are in-
pired to glace before’the people,
It may be that In some cases

be femiliarity of the people
with thote beariog divipe au.
tbority to act io certsin oail-

loge in the neme of the Lord seems
to lesd to forgetfulners of the great
ptivilege enjoyed in that familiar weso-
c¢latiob; bul generally spesking, among
tbe Latter-day Baipta the presence of
divine authority is duly recognlzed,
and tbe pecple realize, perbaps to se
complete an extent as any could de
who bsd apD everyday compuanlonship
‘therewith, the force of the ipstructioce
on the Giokpel s comiog in Lhe power
of divipe ipspiration. The resecn for
tbhis reslizalion 18 the testimony tbai
comer (o the individunl by the mipis.
iration of Lhe Holy Hpirir,

Judging from 1hv sttendance at
theee conferences, which in aimost
every inelance ielarge where the peo-
ple are shle,tbrough any reasobuble et-
fort, to come out, the Bainte who take
B0 sctive part in giving force to Goepel
rules of conduct appreciste Lhe 1n-
sttuclions given on suchb ocoasions.
Judglng alko by (ble atlendaoce
in compuriron  with memhbershiy
In 1the Btake, and by reports
of the «fficers in  varioue or-
ganizations, it may he con-
cluded thet tbeie 1s & mwessure of Jn-
dolence in rellgious muiters in some
Btakee whioh wvught lo be arubject ot
esrpesl atlention.

With this in vlew, it ie sestiring to
note the proceedings at the opening
tesejon of 1he Ealt Liake Stake confer-
eLce, \Wwherein puggestions were mude
for more pystematic Church work lao
verious uepartments. 1f ever there ex-
irled & tlmme when B gooa ftield was
oftered for development ip thie line fu
i= now, when there are no epecially
anlowasrd conuitions of pervecutioo to
witraot attentlon. The e¢fficlent work
belng dope o Bungsy eohools was
commendey; there 18 lurther advence
1o rauge in that direction; snd there e
room fof !mprovement in methods in
quorume, motual improvemsnot aa.
soclations und otber organizations.
Now is a ripe time, and the Btske con.
ferences an exceilent place, to set ‘the
bail rolling lor greater wocomplieh.
mente in the spread of righleousness
thaDd the pust has witoeesed,

GET A FULL REGINTRATION,

In tbe coming election §n this Btate
there will be several new and import-
&nt conditione presented lo the voters

us to the wodue operandl of ossting
balldts for officers. Preparatory there.
fol  regletration has heen provided by
which every elector, male and female,
e to be officially enrolled, tbhal the
alms of the law oxn bhe oatried omt.
This registration will cemmence on
tbe 15th fpstant,

Connesley with this malter s a duty
which every cilizen owes to the State
and te himeell or herself—tbalofl beipng
named oD the reglasration liat, There
msy be btme men who are careless
about votlog; and perhaps there are
some woruen who do bpol osre muoh
about tbe suttrage, who also reel that
tbe mstier of regleiration should not
be atiended to. If there arenny ofthat
kind It la to be hoped 1bst they
will give the ftem of their obligation

tothe Btate some oonelderation, and
cofte to realize that the duty of every
eitizen }s to bopor the law, It e re-
quired by ttatute that qualified voters
be registerev; the purpose of the law in
to have the name of every cltizen oD
the registration list. And no matter
whether they votle or potl, ¢ltiZepe are
Io duty bound to lake every step neces-
#ary to carry cul that purpose. It jo s
legal pp well ae moral duty for every
citizen to arsume a position to exerctee
every privilege conferred 1o this gov-
ernsuen!; patriotism to Lhe govern-
ment requires it, Even though the
privilege may not he exercised, the
qualifioation therelor 18 a responsibili-
ity none should ehirk,

No doubt the registry officers will
do &l they can to obteigp
o full regietration of voters. In
dolpg 6o they must aek s grea) many
gquestiops stipuinted in the luw. They
are nol suthorized to go further and to
require any intormetion not demanded
by tbe statute. But the latter is far-
repching, and makes of citizens s great
meny inguiries that some persone may
nol feel lzcilped to respond to In
courteous mabDer. Yet the law
does Dot go hbeyond the Goande
of propriety for 1be end
Heuce, when questione as ty sge, DB-
tivity, reeidence, elc., are pul by the
reglulrare, it ja to he hopod that all
citizet 8, irrerpective of sex or politice,
will rememher that these gfficers are
mete!y performing their dutiee; thei
the infermation they aerk 18 in the
Interest of good government and not Lo
folerfere with praivate matlers) and toat
it should be cheerfully given in the
epirit of barmony und suétalning the
luw.

Inp whatever questions may arlee ne
to repistration it je s primary guslificn.
tlo for replstry nagebnts that they be
courteous to all. In their official
onpucity they nre acoting us servanta of
the puhlic, pot ae mestera or diciatore;
apd 11 a regletration cfficer i« polite
and nffable In bis menper he will at
once disarm apy person who mey
present an opposite onaracteristic as an
obstaole 10 bile path, But the cliizepe
shouid bave B oate furtber tbhan' to
register when the agepnt finde them; if
from auy osuse they are imissed they
ebould mnke il thelr husiness not to
have Lheir namees omitted from the
registiatlon let, Ip thle Htate the
lets for the coming election ought to
embrace every qualified nume.

OUR BilLLE.

A friend of. the NEWS seke us to
slate, for the satlsinction, as be Lbinke,
o! maby readers, the facta Fegardiog
the gepuipeness ot tbe books of the
Bible, Are there any menuscripts
extaut written by the svthors, of can
the agreement of the now received
text with Lthe frst ducuments be
prover? A vast smouunt of labor and
lesrning bhas heen brought to bear upon
this question #nd¢ the result® mey ne
found in apy oo plete introduotlon to
the study of racred soripture. Here
we cal only briefly tomoch upon the
subjeet.

it 12 well kpnown tbat there are
no sotograph coples koown to he
1u exjstence of ibe books of the Blble,
apy more thap there are of the works
of Herodutus or Virgil. Theirgenuipe.

sought.

Dees Is accepted op otbergrounds. If, 1t
may he spked, a forgery bass Deen
commitied, at what time did it take
place?

1v 18 perfectly clear that it could not
bave gocurred since books were com-
mitted ‘io the immortal gustody of
the prees,’” Priotiog, hy fAxiog the
dates spd muliiplying coples, renders
sn alleration of the texi lipoesidle.
There are puw ¢xisul printed copies of
the Old Testament daled as early as
1488, The copy from which Luther
made his famous trepslation, uaied
1494, ls still preeerved at a library In
Berlin. Priptey New Testameots are
extant from 1514 and 1516, 'These gan
be compared with modern editiope.

At the time these volumes were
printed there were written goplen
In  every importent MHbrary in
Europe, ©Over 1,600 euch mapuscript
coples have been examioed, many of
which are complete. Most of the
Hehrew mabDuscripts were writtpn—as
indicsted by the form of the Jettezs,
the material on which they were
written, etc.—heiween the years 1000
and 1457 of our ers, but acme beloug to
thesib and 9th centuries. 1o the gare of
the New Testament, bowever, and
the iraneletion of the Old Tesiament
kpown ae the Beptuaglipt, the meanu-
soripis are etill esrlier, Ip the Britlsh
museum tbere is a Bible {ip tomr
volumes, the Codex Alexandrinue,
suppised to bave heed written hefore
the close of Lbhe blh century. The
celebratey Bible In the Vatloan st
Rome belopgs to the 4tb geuntury.
Toere nre several others written at the
same lime. All thess manueoripts may
be comjpmred with our present Bibles,
and the fact therehy eatahlished §s that
the lalter in most of the essential
poiots sgree with the Bibles |n use
three or four buandred yenrs after
Chriet.

Atthlatle the §foquirer fs led to
ancother class of evidenoe. There are
still in existence the more gr jJess
volumipnous writings of ecoclesisstital
anthere and their auversaries, Cyp-
rinn, Clement of Alexanuria, Yertul-
linw nnd Origen helong to the third
and second centuries. Theophilas,
Irer e, Justin Martyr and Papias
belong to the secand century, and Pol-
yearp, iguwatlue, Clement of Rome,

Hermus and Barnavas beloog
o tbe firrt century. There are
at least 180 eccleslastical] Al

thore from these early centuries, and
tbelr quotatfooe from the Bible are so
Lumerous any often made so literally,
that, as Dr. Bentley asserts, the whole
of the New Testamenl can he gopled
from the writings of those that lived
Io the first eix centuries, Thie should
be proot conclusive of the genulpeness
uf that part of the Bihle.

A similar inveatlgation as to the Old
Testement taker Lhe stndent at gnow to
two centuries befare our era, for at Lthaet
time the Beptungint wes iD common
uee ip the syDagogues, nnd later §L was
accepted by our Lord und His A postles
as aacred seripture.

Dr. Joseph A ngus well remarks that
the mabuscripte nre almoet 1ppumer-
able. They were kept tor centuries in
distant paris of the world, under the
cuslody ol opposing eeols. Copyiste
sometimes couuvted every word aud
evely letter 10 ithe booke. 1t cannot
be dieputed that every care pouseible
bae been exercleed In the preservation



