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RELIGIOUS.
Sunday Services.

igious services were held at the

I‘atb‘?slgac!e, Halt Lake City, Sunday,

August 23rd, 1891, commenclng at £

. m., Counselor Charles W, Penrose
presiding.

The choirsang the hymn beginoing:

o Thy seevants blest! O, Lord,
Hol‘!vo’:: auroyls their defense.

Prayer was offered by Apostle
Abraham H. Cnnnon,
The cholrnextssng the hymn:
lorions day of promise,
cg:::g.ntdhg;rgﬂd thy eheortal tay.
The Priesthood of the Beventeentl
Ward officlated lo the administration
of the Sacrnment.
ELDER JAMES Fi. TALWAQE

addresaed the cotigregation. He gald
he was grateful for the opportunity of
meetingy once agaln with the Haiots
for the purpuse of worship. They had
assembled there In the Lord’s name
and doubtless had sume expectations
of realizing the fuifilment of His great
promises, that whenever people met
together in His name, there He was in
the midst of them through the medium
of His Holy Spirit, and would hless
them.

Bpeaking of the mighty chnnges
which took place in the world day hy
day, the speaker snid that in all these,
if we would, we could distinguish the
fones of the voice of Gut, and could
read in the telegraphic dispatches up
they  daily came to us, if
wa had the power ot inspiration
and were guided by the spirit of
prayer, the gigns of the tlmes, which
when understood by men gave unto
them true wislom. Yet there were
some whose enrs were deaf, whose
eyes were blind, whose hearts were so
stubborn that in all these matters they
descried nothing out of the regular
order; and so would it be, according to
the words of the prophet, “until the
*great and terrible day.” en wouli
contipue to chase their favorite
rhantom, giving themselves up to
Pleasure, perchance seeking gain, the
poor in many instances praying and
hoping for wealth, the rich eraviug
fore riches, Day nfterday the |nflu-
ences of men would assert themseives,
and only those who had the power of
humility and the insplration of the
Bpirit of God with them would see
aughi else than the continuation of
what had gone on before, But there
way an evident plan and purpose in the

work of God. That work today was
not in the same stage that if
Was  yesterdny. We were not

traveling exactly the same road, ac.
cordipg to the great and mighty plan
of salvation, nnd the purpuses of the
Deity respecting His servanta here
Were not the same as with our fore.
fathers years ago. Wue werv nearer
the und than were they. We must be
Hving under circumstarces nond condi-
tions somewhat uifferent, though the
ordinary order of things wouid con-
tinue. It was we}l, therefore, on stated
oceasions, when the Balnts met togeth-
er as they had that afternoun, to
shut out the noise and bustie of
worldly Jife nnd strive to understand
better the words of God w hich cnme to
urday by day, Allof us were ¢hild-

ren beforethe Lord, though some were
younger in experlence and spiritual
growth than others. Congeguently,
we could not all depend upon our ex-
perience in this life for guidance. The
voice of God would come unto them If
their hearts were open, if their enrs
were unstoppeid, snd give them
peace, comfort, and happioess
which in the midst of strife would as-
sert itself as superior to all else upon
earth, DId gold, silver, or precious
stones ever glve to & man one jota of
release from pain, one exemption at
any time from the attacks of adversar-
fes? The man who had the inspiration
of the Bpirit of God within him,
possessed to mome extent at least
the power of bnpishing pain, sick-
ness,  disease, and all  those
ile  which were given unto
men as trials and tor the purpose of
testlng their strength by belng o lon.
ger subject to their thrall, Surely this
was a power worth striving after. It
had been promised unto the humble
and thyse who would seek to do the will
of God. How, then,should we strive
to gain this inapirntion, so that we
might not be misled Ly the affairs of
life, or deceived by the machinations
of Satan.

A mong other thinge agninst which
we should struggle wan the growing
nnd besetting sin of lndifference. It
was a matter of great cungratulatiou
and joy that 8o many assembled to-
gether in that and their other places of
worghip, from time to time, e dareii
not judge as to their motives; he had to
take it for granted, huwever, until
shown otherwise, that they met for
purposes of true wombi}), that their
minds were sincere; and if this wereso,
they were blessed abnve all others,
But thesin of indiffrrence was grow-
ing in the world nt the present time
and men were becoming more and
more subject unto it.

It required no argument,he thought,
to eou vince all believers " the serip-
tures that there wastoday in progiess
a grent battle and strife going on be-
tween the principles of Jght nnd these
of darknees, between the spirit of vir-
tue nnd the eclements of vice. This
being su, we must confess that there
were two opposing factions, and that
every man and woman on the earth,

by his or her actions In life,
showed to which of these par-
tlee he or she belonged. Satan,

the commander -in -chiefl of the
armies of darkness, had proved himself
to be a very wary general. He had
made n great study of human npature,
he was nequainted with our Individunl
pature perh:ps betler than we knew it
ourrelves; he knew our weak polnts
and our strong ones, and made his
plnns accordingly. There was a time
when he endeavored to stir up his
emissaries to the pitch of unrighteous
enthusiasm, which exhibited liself in
hloodshed and cruelty, and terri-
ble were the sins then enacted.

here was less of thut kind of perse-
cution in the world tnday than there
bad been Juring certnln periods of the
paat; yet the adversary was none the
lesw energetic, and it seemed at least to
Le one of his tactica to implant within
the hearts of all to whom he had access
the seeds of iniifference and to Incul-
cate within them a spirit of evil, caus-

ing men to feel that all things were
right, and they eared not for matters of
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religion, He believed  that the
same adversary would be full
a successful  in  thia ooﬂﬁg

as he had been in his violent courses in
the past, knowing full well, however,
that his triumphb would be of but short
duratjon. Against this spirit we should
struggle, and strive to be awake to all
that passed round about us, so thnt we
might be properly impressed by that
which we saw and heani; and in this
way we should distinguirh the work-
ing out of the great purposes of the
Almighty, and witness the unfolding
of the buds and the byrsting forth of
the blorsoms upon the great fig tree
pianted hy the Delty-—that we might
know the seasons when we glanced at
that tree and control our lives accord-
ingly.

Thoee who believed not in the worda
of revelation scoffed at the idea that
theend was near, and that the second
coming of the Son of man was to be
looked for in the Immediate future,
though the word of the Almighty had
gone forth that that day waas at hand,
The exact time He had revealed to
none, a1 far as we were informed,
[ndeed we were toid that even the
angels in heaven knew not the day and
hour of the Sonof Man’s coming; yet
we were commanded {o watch and
pray. and read If we could the hand-
writing of the Almighty as He wns
tracing it upon the schedule of history
today ue he hzid traced it in the past,

There exisfed in the world at thia
time a spirit of uneaslness in politieal
circies, nnd doubtlers his hearers had
read quite recenlly of the visits which
were being made by the warlike organ-
izatlons of one country to ancther—
paruding, a¢ it were, their encives and
powers of destruction in the eyes of
each other. He himsel! was ot an in-
terpreter of mysteries, he wns npot a
prophet unto the people, and therefore
sought pot to explnin in dJdetail what
was meant by there happenings; but he
uid ray that they were in accordnnce
with the prophecies which hsd been
uttered, when it was told by the
wordse of luepired men that the spirit
of strife Bhould grow fu the world apd
there should be war and rumore of
war, one nation rising up againet an.
other.

It hnd been his good fortune to make
a geries of visits during the past few
months to several of the eountries of
Europe, and among many other things
which impressed him there, he noted
wilh great interest the signiﬁcantslgns
of warlike preparations to- be found
everywhere. The tramp of armed
men was so common in the streets of
the great cities as to excite no great
wonder. At night they were heard
passing the door, and In the daytime
batialions were to be seen moving
from place to place; the raliroais were
hurdened with the trafMe of carrying
men, nrmed for fighting, from one

rt to another. All Europe was
{’:day one czmp under arms. Boys
were being pressed Into the service,
and Reores of them could be seen in the
ranks with scarce a  hearded face
among them. ‘‘Sham battles,” for
practice in arme, were the order of the
day, the rattle of musketry had a fae
miliar sound, and mothers took out
thelr sons to wateh those ocontests,
that they might be imbued with a de-
Bire to emulate those who took part
in them.



