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QUEER THINGS ENCOUNTERED N

JAMAICA.

Kingston, Jamalca,
October 9, 1898,

Whatever may be lacking in Jamaica,
it la certalnly not hotels, for this amall
{sland has more big caravansaries than
any other place Indebted to Sir Henry
Blake for them, as well as [or many
other comforts. The enérgetic gover-
nor general determined to attract cap-
Ital and immigration to this long-neg-
lected corner of her majesty’s domain.

With that end in view, he got up a
colonlal exhibition, about slx years ago,
for the purpase of advertising to the
world the resources of the British West
Indles and Jamaica in particular. He
belleved that principal reason why far
many years the tides of winter travel
had set strongly to ward some of the
neighboring islands, jeaving this one al-
most unnoticed, was due to the want of
proper accommaodations, S0, just be-
fore the great falr, he caused an extra-
ordinary number of large and costly
hotels to be erected,equipped with every
modern convenlence. Financiaily, the
exposition was not a success, a8 it In-
volved a conslderable deficlt in running
expenses, which subscribers to the guar-
anty fund were required to make good;
but it was attended by upwards of 204,-
000 forelgn visitors, and a “boom’ in
Jamaica products resulted, which has
not vet died out. The big hotels served
their purpose during the fair, but most
of them have since become mere empty
barracks. Amang the dozen or so In
Kingston which still manage to sustain
a precarious existence, the one nearest
the landing place ls most generally pat-
ronjzed by visitlng Americans. Another
farther up town, makes a speclal claim
te belng “Northern” In style and
culstne. As ror myself, I have not come
80 far to ge t & weak Imitation of what
may be had every day at home, always
preferring when In Rome to do as the
Romans. There ls a qualnt and unpre-
tentions inn near the outskirts of the
town, where In it Is a pleasure to "put
up”—and incidently to put up with fts
superabundant grease and garllng
odors. Set in the mldst of a tropical
garden, surrounded by high walls, like
a convent—which I belive It was in
some past day—its cooking is Creole and
its ways tropically Jamaijcan.

Perhaps the most astonishlng thing
you will meet in rambling around the
streets of Kingston j8 the endless va-
riety "of curious headgear. A certain
amount of lecense in regard to clothing,
or rather the scarcity of it, is always
allowed in tropical countries; but no
olothing at all for the younger mem-
bers of =oclety, seems llke carrying
liberty a little too far. Each Jamalcan
js @ law unto himseil in the mater of
style, and although he preambulates the
earth in fewer garments than decency
actually requires, hia most ariginal ef-
forts are expended In fantastlc head-
covering, Hardly any two persons wear
exactly the same fashion of hat, cap or
turban,and anything, however atrocious,
is quite '‘corect” here. The most pictur-
esquely ugly in deslgn and general ap-
pearance are the plth hats and helmets,
gparted by English colonial officlals and
their haughty or humble imltators
among the blacks and creales. For men
whose business keep them much in the
aun, these pith hats are the best pos-
slble protection, being an inch thick,but
lierally “light as a cork.” They are In
all shapes and sizes—some like the
ordinary police-man’s helmet, but with
an abnormal development of brim;
others measure [rom 20 to 26 Inches,
tore and aft; others are circular discs.
the depth of a dksh pan, wlti a amall,

.a crown when at

flat crown; others huge pieces of plth,
ke an exaggerated clam-shell and
no erown at all; and others resemble
nothing under heaven but a big snow-
shovel. ‘They are usually covered wlth
linen, white brown or green, twisted
around the erown, festooned, or tled in
true-lovers knots, according to the
taste of the wearer, with long ends
dangHng down the back or flapplng ©
the bhreeze. These nightmares of the
hatter's Imagination are never made to
fit snugly, but are supplled with an in-
ner [rame-work. to allow a wide space
all around the head for cireculation ol
air. Thus a man -who wears a num-
ber 7 Derby requires a number I1 plth-
hat, in which his crantum Jooks as if
caught in a trap, and gives him the ap-
pearance of an over-grown mushroom
when seen from the reat. The swellest
Jamalcans affect the big white som-
brera, with a highly-~colored sllk scarf
tied around, with fioating ends. The
West India Coolie men, lounging at
the street corners. have theitr heads
awathed In lrmminense white turbana,
while the coolie women wear several
yards of white «cloth, pioturesqueiy
draped over their shining blue-black
hair and hanging down behind. The
negresses envelop their bushy wool in
bandana handkerchiefs of gaudlest
hues, and on itop of the turban perch
any sort of old hat, nrale or female,
straw, felt or pith, they can kiy hands
on. Thestevedore women content
themselves a twist of straw. worn like,
work: and when off
duty they supplement it with hail a
rourd-shell, the size and shape of an
inverted wush-basin. On Sundays ond
ather [ete days, the oolored ladies of
quallty often appear in truly miarvelous
ereations of millinery, but alivays as a
secondary adormment to the bandana.
Occasionally one.meets a proud darkey
under a tall silk hat of antique  de-
sign, or an old and battered plug with
long streamers of bright catlco. The
poticemen wear little round peaked
caps, as funny as those sporied by
clreus clowns;, and the prettiest of all
i the zouave turban aof red and white,
with yellow tassel, which 1s so0 eXtreme-
1y becoming-—to the black saldiers.
Another thing that filla you with
amazemment 8 the queer gibberish that
{s spoken in Jamalca. You naturailly
expect 10 heay the English language
spaken In this old English colony; and
they cansider It Engilsh and would [eel
greatly insufted if you intimwated that
it {s not -of the best. ‘The dialect of
phe upper classes }s bad enough, wilth
their “bobs” and “sang-whtches” and
seawnts,” et cetera, but never was the
king's English so atrociously murdared
as by the Jamalca negroes, All their
sentemces appear to be constructed on
the "baby-talk' plan, and words whol-
1¥ Intelligible to the mew-comer roll out
of their thick lips in an o0ily stream.
You will get a falr sample of it the
minute you set foot on shore, among
the erowd of darkiex clamoring to car-
ry your things. I singied out a ooal-
black felow in a clean white sult, be-
cause he looked thle most intelligent;
and in reply to my question what he
would charge to convey a trunk. two
handbags and a camera to tbe custom
house, he =ald, “Marm Lady! I dat
qulek-quickie fe gnattle fe lil Aings an’
tanner fe tunk,t What on earth he
meant I had ma idea, until atter several
repetitions, each yvelled louder than be-
fore as ¥ by that means bo arouse my
dull understanding, an obliging by-
gtander, famillar with what is known
asz “Quashie Englsh,’ transiated the
porter's words ta slgnify that he would
do the job very quickly [lor "guattle,’

or one-guarier of an English six-pence
(three cents in our monye), [or carry-
Inz each of the small pleces, and “tan-
ner.” a slx-pence. for the trunk.

The poorest of these negroes are ex-
tremely polite to onfanother, as well
as to strangers. It I8 amusing to hear
a half-naked fellow, hatless and shoe-
less, bowing lonw bo anather in the same
condttlon and saying with the air of a
Chesterfield: “‘How do dls morn, sar?
Hope um do he well, sar.” The response
{mariably is, "Quite well, um, dis morn,
sar; tan¥ um, sar.” The word “um” is
not understood, but éhs use s constant
in every sentenice and *gar'’ or “marm-
lady’* are mever omibted. Seeing women
breaking stone on the roadside. coaking
shipg itn the harbor, working in the
fields and deoing all the business of mar-
kebting, you womnder what the men do
for a Llwving. It k& wmot true ithat the
men are altogether d4dle, though the
wamen perform miost of the labor whiah
oalls for strepngth and endurance. The
polored "lords of creation’” in this part
of the world are willing to be dressed
up %n the becoming unlform of soldiers
and glory in the gorgeous tunic, soarlet
jacket and blue zouave breeches of bar-
barle splendor. -

They Wil even perform the Hght
functlons of the potice force—although
it @8 =ald to be genemally necessaTy (o
thump a Jamalcan policeman on the
head to wake him up when a murder
is belng committed under hia mose. One
fircts nabive men on the rallroads, too,
apparently enjoyimg the free rides a=s
conductors and engineers; also as tele-
graph opemators, . glass-diamond be-
decked dlerks in shope and hotels and
overseers of the so-called “weaker sex'
who mre breaking stone and digging
ditehes, To tell the truth, the Amazon-
Fans ook better able o do hard work
than the ankey, undersized men. The
blackest and brawntest of them chal-
lenge admiration when met on the road,
huge burdens ballanced on their heards,
loose garments tucked high around the
hips, arms swinging, striding along with
the graceful motioit which freedom of
body and limb alone can give. Wlth
vigorous arms cthey belabor the poor
ittle donkeys, laden from ears to tall
with Gulnia grass for ‘s own dlnner
and & vanety of articles, anémate and
inanimate, either of purchase or of sale,
‘The splendid Teads, which are the pride
and boast of the isiand, were originally
built by convicts, amd the work of keep-
ing them in repair is not difficult. You
zoon cease to feel pMy for the females
who are doing it when y»ou observe how
contented, even hllarious, %they are.
Here and there along the roaddide they
set up four poles amd thatch them with
palm-leaves, to afford shelter firom the
gum; and under these primftive huts
they s¥t, happy as any queen on her
throne, making o frolie of pounding up
the easily <crumbled voleanic Tock,
laughing and gosaiping all day long.
On these ruml roads you meet a great
many mote pedestrians than vehicles.
Mozt of the latter are queer, three-
wheeled carts, drawn by three bullocks
ahreast; or by three mules, or
horses; or maybe it s a badly mixed
teamn ©of horse, ox and mile harnessed
glde by side.

Nowadays every Jamalca negw
prides himself on descent or cormectlon
with the Maroons, who murdered the
Trench and defied the English, in 1651,
chaiming ‘the @famrous old Cadjoe as one
ol his progenitors and lgnuring every
ather color In -his blood but black or
brown. Yet the truth %= that the biood
of almost every nation nringles in his
vaing. While the cooocanut head.
crowned with stiffest wool predomina-
tes, every kink of the halr and color of
the eyes may be [ound, with almost
every shade of complexion, rom ebony
to good Jersey ¢ream.

Among the most singular people in
Jamabkoa are the colored Jews, Whe



