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whatever may be lacking in jamaica
it is certainly not hotels torfor this small
island has more big caravansariescaravansaries than
any other place indebted to sir henry
makeblake torfor thethemm as well as for manymamy

other comforts the andrenergeticgetic gover-
nor general determined to attraattractet cap-
ital and immigration to this long neg
lecter corner of her maje stYls domain

with that end in view he got up a
colonial exhibition about six years ago
for the purpose of advertising to the
world the resources of the british west
indies and jamaica in particular he
believed that principal reason why for
many years the tides of winter travel
had set strongly to ward some of the
neighboring islands leaving this one al-
most unnoticed was due to the want of
proper accommodations so just be-
fore the great fair he caused an extra-
ordinary number of large and costly
hotels to be with every
modern convenience financially the
exposition was not a success as it in-
volved a considerable deficit in running
expenses which subscribers to the guar-
anty fund were required to make good
but it was attended by upwards of 2001 1

foreign visitors and a boom in
jamaica products resulted which has
not yet died out the big hotels served
their purpose during the fair but most
of them have since become mere empty
barracks among the dozen or so in
kingston which still manage to sustain
a precarious existence the one nearest
the landing place Is most generally pat-
ronized by visiting americans another
farther up town makes a special claim
to being northern in style and
cuisineaulsiaie As for myself I1 have not come
soeo far to ge t a weak imitation of what
may be had every day at home always
preferring when in rome to do as the
romans there is a quaint and unpre-
tentioustent iousions inn near the outskirts of the
town where in it is a pleasure to put
cuplup and dently to put up with itsita
superabundant grease and garling
odors set in the midst of a tropical
garden sufsurroundedrounded by high walls like
a convent which I1 belive it was in
some past day its cooking is creole and
its ways tropically jamaican

perhaps the most astonishing thing
you will meet in rambling around the
streets of kingston is the endless va-

riety of curious headgear A certain
amount of lecesse in regard to clothing
or rather the of it is always
allowedsilo wed in tropical countries but no
clothing at all for the younger mem-
bers of society seems like carrying
liberty a little too tarfar each jamaican
toia a law unto himself inir the mater of
style and although he the
earth in fewer garments than decencydecercy
actually requires his most original ef-
forts are expended in fantastic head
covering hardly any two persons wear
exactly the same fashion of hat cap or

imand anything however atrocious
tola quite coicored here the most pictur-
esquely ugly in design and general ap-
pearancepearance are the pith hats and helmets
sported by english colonial officials and
their haughty or humble imitators
among the blacks and Creoles for men
whose business keep them much in the
sun these pith hats are the best pos-
sible protection being an inch thick butut
literallyItteraUy light as a cork they axeare in
all shapes and sizes somesome like the
ordinordinaryaTy police mans helmet but with
an abnormal development of brim
others measure from 20 to 25 inches
amlo and aft others are circular discs
the depth of a dash pan with a small

flat crown others huge pieces of pith
like an exaggerated clamshellclam shell and
no crown at all and others resemble
nothing under heaven but a big snow
shovel they are usually covered with
linen white brown or green twisted
around the crown festoonedfestoon ed or tied in
true lovers knots according to the
taste of the wearer with long endsenda
dangling down the back or nappingflapping r
the breeze these nightmares of the
hatters imagination are never made to
fit snugly but are supplied with an in-
ner frameworkframe work to allow a wide spaceapace
all around the head for circulation of
air thus a man who weaeaoairss a num-
ber 7 derby requires a number 11 pith
hat in which his crancraniumlum looks as if
caught in a trap and gives himhiim the ap-
pearancepearance of an overgrownover grown mushroom
when seen from the rear the
jamaicansJamaicans affect the higbig white som-
brero with a highly colored silk scarf
tied around with floating ends the
west india coolie men lounging at
the street corners have their heads
swathed in Imiimmensemense white turbans
while the coolie women wear several
yards of white cloth piepicturesquely
draped over their shining blue black
hair and hanging down behind the
regressesnegeeg envelop their bushy wool in
bandana handkerchiefs of gaudiestgau diest
hues and on top of the turban perch
any sort of old hat male or female
straw felt or pith they can mylay hands
on The stevedore women content
themselves a twist of straw worn like
a crown when ata t work and when off
duty they supplement it with halthalf a
gourd shell the size and shape of an
inverted washbasinwash basin on sundays and
other fete days the colored ladies of
quality often appear in truly miar
creations of millinery but always as a
secondary adornmentadorn ment to the banbanklandklana
occasionally one meets a proud darkey
under a tall silk hat of antique de-
sign or an old and battered plug withwi th
long atrelamers of bright calico the
policemen wear little rotund peaked
caps as funny as those sportedportedsi by
circus clowns and the prettiest of all
is the zouave turban of red and white
with yellow tassel which is so extreme-
ly becoming to the black soldiers

another thing that fills you
amazement is the queer gibberish that
is spoken in jamaica you naturally
expect to heiarhear the english language
spoken in this old english colony and
they consider it english and would feel
greatly insulted if you intimidated that
it is not of the best the dialect of
thebhe upper classes is bad eraeniough with
their bolas and sang witches and
dauntsdawn ts 11 et cetera but never was the

kings english so atrociously murdered
as by the jamaica negroes AMall their
sentences appear to be con on
the baby talk plan and words whol-
ly intelligible tofco the newcomernew comer roll out
of their thick lips in an oily stream
you will get a fair sample of it the
minute you setet foot on shore among
the crowd of dairkles clarclamoringdoring to car-
ry your things I1 singled ontaut a coal
black fellow in a clean white suit be-
cause he looked the most intelligent
and in reply to tnymy question what he
would charge to convey a trunk twokiwo
handbags and a camera to the custom
houseboul hebe said marm lady I1 dat

quicklequickie fe qiuattie fe lil tings an
tanner fe tunk what on earth he
meant I1 had no idea until after several
repetitions each yelled louder than be-
fore as if11 by that means to arouse my
dull understanding an obliging by-
stander fafamiliarmillar with what is known
as QuQuaahieashle english translated the
porters worlds to signify that he would
do the job very quickly torfor quaquattleittle

or one quarter otof an english sixpencesix pence
three cents in our monye for carry-

ing each of the small pieces and tan-
ner a sixpencesix pence for thebhe trunk

the poorest of these are ex-
tremely polite ito boinww as well
as to istranstrangersgairis mtit is abusiamusingfig to hear
a half naked fellow hiathat iless and shoe-
less bowing low bo another in the same
ic and saying with the air ofat a
chesterfield how do disdds morn saraar
hope um dobedo be well oaraar the response
invariably is quite well urn dis morn
sairmr tank um saraar the word um is
not understood bautamt ats use laIs coconstant
in every and wwaar tor miaran
lady are never omitted seeing women
breaking stone on the roadside coaling
ships in the harbor working in the
fields and doing all the business of mar-
keting you wonder what the men do
for a living it UsIs true that the
men are altogether dieiddle though the
women perform fogt of the labor which
calls for strength and endurance the
colored lords of creation in this part
of the world are to be dressed
up toilin the bec uniltorm of oo idlers
and glory in the gorgegorgeouslaus tuntleo sharletarlet
jacket and blue zouavezoua ve bree of bar
barle splendor

they will even perform theqtof the police forcefonce
it its said to be generally to
thump a jamaican policeman on the
head to wake hilmhdm up when a murder
is being under me vosealose one
finds men on the railroads too
apparently enjoiningenjoy ling the free aides as

tadd engineersengl also as tele g

graph tore gglassI1ass diamand be
decked cleu in and hates and
overseers of the so weaker seelsex r
who axeare breaM ng stone and diggingdigg lingg

ditches tolb tell the truth the amaan
lansIMM look betterbether able to do hard work
than the lankey menmeil the
blackest and brawbrawniestniest ofaf them chal-
lenge admiration when met on the road
huge buibuird enis ballambal lancedced on their beux ds 1

loose garmentsgiarments tucked high aroundamund
hips arms swingingarwil nging with
the graceful which freedmn otof
body and amb slone can give with i

us arms they belabor the poor
little donkeys laden from ears to untail
with guinia gamss for its own dinner
and a variety of articles animate and

either of purchase or of saleaale
the splendid roads which ateare theithe pride
and boast of the islandslatnid were
built hyby and the work ot keep
ing them in s notmot youxou
soongoon cease to feeleel torfor the females
who tarelare dolingdoing itft when you observe how
contented even they weare
here end there along the roadroadsidedide they
seit up four poles and thatch them with
palm leaves to afford shelter bom the
sun andaind under these primi MAve huts
they qt happy as any queen on her
throne making aa fronic of pounding uupP
the easily crumcrumbliercrumbbliedTied voi canie rock
laughing fund aiuadl day long
on these retailfitial roads you metat a great
many more pedestrians thantham vesicles
abot of theithe latar are queer three
wheeledled carts dawm by three bullocks
abirbas t or by three mules or three
horbes or maybe it is a badly mixed
besim f hiorthorsese ox and mile hamessed
slideside by sideaide

nowadays every jamaicaJamiaaca negro
prides himself on descent or connectiontji 0n
with the marconsmaroonsmattMar dons who muTmurdereddered the
french and defied the english 1ln 1651
clamming the old cudjoe as one
of his ibm and ignoring every
otheroither color inim Us alolod but black or
brown yet the truth teIs that the blood
of airmet every nationnal fion mingles in mehis
veins amille the coma nut head
c with stiffest wool
tes every kink of the hair and adborg ot
the eyes may be found with almost
eveveryery shade of complexion brom ebony
to good jersey creimancreiaan

among the most singularangular people in
jamacia areaire the colored jews www


