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DISCOURSE

PREST. GRORGE . CANNON,

DELIVERED

at the Funeral Services of the late
Prest. David O. Calder, in the
Tabernacle, Salt Lake City,
Sunday Morning, July 6th,
1884.

REPORTED BY JOHN IRVINE.

TrE speaker commenced by readin
the 40th chapter of the Book of Alma
in the new edition of the Book of Mor-
mon. After which he said:

Thus readeth the 40th chapter of
Alma, My brethren and sisters will
doubtless remember that this is a part
of the address or epistle that Alma
wrote to his son Coriantum, whose
mind had been considerably disturbed
and exercised over the resurrection of
the dead. After reading this chapter
it seems as though anything that I
might say would be very weak, especi-
ally in view of the fact that we are to-
day the mourners, and doubtless every
heart is filled with reflections—reflec-
tions that are much easier felt and ex-

rienced than they are ressed. I

here is any time when it seems as
though silence is the greatest eloquence
it is on occasions like the {gesent. We
are called upon to part with a friend; a
beloved brother. One -who has been
faithful, sofar as I know, in all things
entrusted to him—a man of integrity, a
man of worth, a man of humility, a
man of God. His life has been before
the people, to a great extent. He has
been somewhat prominent for many
vears, and he has left an unblemished
record. Weare called upon, it seems
to me, more uently these days to
part with our friends, and especially
with men of prominence than we were
a few iyeara ago. The men who took
part in this work in the early days,
who started out in their youth as mem-
bers of the Church, have reached ripe
manhood anhd old age, and they are
dropping off one by one, reminding us
that the time is not far distant when
there will be a new generation upon
the theatre of action, new men so to
eak, will step forward to take upon
them the responsibilities that have
been so well, so worthily, and so vali=-
antly borne by the men who have pass-
ed and are now passin awaf have
been greatly struck with this A reflect-
ing upon the changes that have occur-
red since the death of President Young.
It seems as though it was only a few
days since he was here in our midst.
We have scarcely got over the habit of
looking for him to come on the stand

and to come into the office, so recent |l

does it seem since he was here. But
gince his death there have been six
Apostles ordained to the quorum of
the twelve Apostles. One half of that
norum are, so to speak, new men.
si‘his gives us some idea of the changes
which are occurring and how rapidly
the men of e ence are passing
away,
in other scenes, to labor in a higher
sphere, and to take their part in that
great work which is progressingin that
world to which we are hastening. My
constant and earnest prayer is, that
God will still raise up men of faith,
men of integrity, men of valor, to take
the places of those who are going. I
doubt not that He will, in fact I feel
sure thdt this work will lose nothing by
the departure of those who arec (id
to go; for as has been remarked al-
ready, there is a constant stream of
em tion from the spirit world of
noble spirits to take the places of those
who are going hence. AS thegaliass
away, having filled their probation,
others are pressing forward to the
gates of life, anxious to emerge into
this sphere of existence, pressing for-
ward, a vawlum% of téh;n;, ntiblle
and holy be , ready e their
part in the probation which God has
assigned unto all his children.

e often think when we are perplex-
ed and annoyed and tried in our feel-
ings, and sometimes in our faith, that
our lot is somewhat hard. Latter-day
Saints in dngﬂ that are passed, especial-
lv when subjected to active persecu-

on, and the victims of hate, have
felt—that is, some have felt—that they
could not bear it s% longer. Itis re-
corded of Sidney on, who, with
the Prophet Joseph Smith, had seen
the Lorg Jesus, who had the events of
eternity o ned to him, and who had
been great g{rtfted and blessed of God;
it is recorded of him that upon one oc=
casion, when a prisoner in jail in the
State of Missouri, he felt that his suf-
ferings were unbearable, that they
were greater than he should be
called upon to endure,and he murmured
about his afflictions. This doubt-
less was partly the cause of his losing
the S irimut G?:d and becoming an
alien work.

God our Eternal Father, knows the
condition of us all. He understands
our circumstances, and he has pro-
mised unto every soul that He will give
unto him or her strength according to
his or her day. He does not forget
children. His providence is over them
His angels are around about them an
have charge concerning them. Ie
knows that which is best for usj and
in calling upon us to ﬁus through cer-
tain circumstances, we submit to
them patiently, receive them in the
proper spirit, we will find that they
are the best adapted to make us per-
fect before Him, and to fit and qualify
us for that life which is to come.

Weare in a world of sorrow, a world

f | ignominy.

going behind the vail to mingl& |
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bation for us. It was pre-arranged
before we came here—that we should
descend, like our Lord and Master, be-
low all t'him,in order that we may rise
above all thinzs. And He calls upon His
children to pass through these scenes,
to bear them patiently, to supmit to
them in the proper spirit, with a prom-
ise that if E{ﬂdﬂ 80 their reward shall
beample. Itis a remarkable fact—and
we should reflect upon it often, in fact
it should be before our eyes continual-
ly—that Jesus Christ, the Son of God,
e greatest being that ever trod the
lived a life, it may be said, of
verty all the days that He was
e earth. He who created all
the Lord of life and glory, des-
80 low as to be born in a stable
and be cradled in a manger, and had
scarcely anything with which to sup-
ply His wants. Most etic were
the words which He uttered up-
on one occasion, revealing most
phically the condition in which
E{: was placed, namely, ‘*“The foxes
have holes, and the birds of the
air have nests; but the son of man
hath not where to lay his head.” The
animal creation were fpmvided for,
they had their places of resort, their
habitations; but He was destitute
'among His fellow men. He had nota
place to lay His head! And it was so
all His life, dying as He did, a death of
ow if pleasant circum-
stances were the best things and toe
best for us to endure and to pass
through, no doabt God would have so
amngec'l it in the case of His Oniy
Begotten Son. But He called Him to
ass through these terrible scenes,
is life was a continual scene of trial
and temptation and persecution, and
finally, as I have said, He was putto
death. He passed through these with-
| out faltering, accepting the dispensa-
tion of His i‘a_ther’ﬂ provideuce, ac-
knowledging His Father in everything
that He did, in all the circumstances
surrounding Him, submitting patient-
ly to them, knowing that in tne wise
providence of His Father they were
destined for His good and His
eventual exaltation.

With such an example as this before
us we ought to hesitate when we are
are inclined to murmur, we ouglt to
pause when we are inclined to -find
fault with those circumstances which
may surround us. Wemady have affiic-
tion, we Imay have great Sorrows,
| there may be circumstances of the
most painful character connected with
our lives;but if our trust in God 1s un-

! talt.e.nnﬁ we will accept them as a part
the di -

abject

or

of nsajion of His providence
to us. henl see men and women in
poverty 1 often reflect upon the remark

that was made to the rich man in the
parable of our Savior, He said to the
rich man: ‘‘Khou in thy lifetime re-
ceivedst thy good things, and
ikewise Lazarus evil things.” But
the day of compensation bad ar-
rived. Lazarus gone to the
bosom of Abraham, while the
rich man was in a place of torment. |

pensation awaiting the humble and
the poor and the destitute, who in this
life do not have their good m“ﬁ; If
they are patient, if they are submissive,
if they cling to the truth, if they are
obedient to the commands of God, un-
doubtedly there will be a day of re-
ward for them.

The main thing for us, my brethren
and sisters, is to cherish in our hearts
the spirit that God gives, cherish those
£ood and holy influences that He pours
out upon His children, live up to the
light that He has revealed. we do
this, we are as perfect in our sphere
as God our Eternal Father is in His.
Every being—and I take pleasure in
reﬁectlnghaupon it—every being, no
matter what his condition or circum=-
stances, no matter what his race or
his nationality, no matter what his
creed may be—every being who lives
uli.: to the light that God has given,
whether it be much or little, is perfect
in his sphere just as God the Kternal
Father is, and will receive a reward
according to the light that he has re-
ceived

There is an important truth revealed
unto us in one revelation that is given,
and that is that the heathen nations
will be redeemed, and they that knew
not law shall come forth in the first
resurrection, and it shall be tolerable
for them. 'I’henp is a grand thought
in connection with this, that they who
know no law shall have the privilege
of coming forth in the first resurrec-
tion. God has said this, and His word
cannot fail. They will be redeemed
because doubtless they lived up to the
{ light that they had received, that which
God had given unto them. **And then,”
says the revelation, ‘“‘shall the heathen
nations be redeemed, and thei' that
know no law shall have part in the
first resurrection; and it shall be
tolerable for them; and Satan shall be
bound that he shall bave no place in
the hearts of the children of men.*

There have been ideas prevailing in
m:fqmm that the heathea nations
would be consigned to endless tor-
ment, and that there was no redemnp-
tion for them. But how comurehen-
sive is the plan of salvation! How

lorious is the Gospel of tive Son of

! It is indeed glad tidings to every
soul— glad tidings of great joy, for
even the heathen shall be redeemed,
Though they knew no law, yet they
shall ceme forth from the dead and
have in the first resurrection.
This isso different from the traditions of
men, so contrary to many of the teach-
ings of those who have professed to
 know something concerning the plan

of salvation
My brethr and sisters, God has re-

of death. God has ordaincd this pmj

salvation. He has extended unto us
the most glorious promises that were
ever made unto any of the children of
men. He has placed within our reach
the gift of eternal lives. He has pro-
mised unto us glory and immortality;
in fact every gift that is desirable or
that any be nLcan enjoy He has prom-
ised unto us. l.et ine read toyou a little
of what God has promised to those
who are faithful to Him in these last
days, and 1 do not confine it 10 these
last days, but unto all those in eve
age who have obeyed the Gospel.
Iread from the vision contained in the
76th section of the Book of Doctrine
and Covenants:

50. And in, we bear record, for we saw
and heard, and this is the testimony of the
fuu]ilel of éhrist, concerning them who come
orth in the resurrection of the just;

51. They are they who received the testi-
mony of Jesus, and believed on his name
and were baptized after the manner of his
burial, being buried in the water in his
name, and this according to the command-
ment which he has given,

52. That by keeping the commandments

often think that there is a great com-|

they might be washed and cleansed from all
lhafr gins, and receive the Holy ti]i-irir. by the
laying on of the hands of him who is ordained
and sealed unto this power,

53. And who overcome by faith, and are

sealed by the Holy Spirlt of promise, which
the Father sheds forth upon all those who
are just and true.

54. They are they who are the church of
the first born.

b65. They are thei- into whose hands the
Father has given all things—

56. They are they who are Priests and
Kings, who have received of his fulness,and
of his glory,

57 .And are Priests of the Most High, after
the order of Melchisedek, which was after
the order of Enoch, Which was after the
order of the Only Begotten Son;

58. Wherefore, as 1t is written, they are
(ods, even the sons of God—

59. Wherefore, all things are theirs, whe-
ther life or death, or things present, or
things to come, all are theirs and they are
Christ's and Christ is God’s,

60. And they shall overcome all things ;
61. Wherefore let no man glory in man
but rather let him glory in God, who shall

subdue all enemies under his feet—

62. These shall dwell in the presence of
God and his Christ for ever and ever.

63. These are they whom he shall bring
with him, when he shall come in the clouds
of heaven, to reigm on the earth over his
people.

64. These are they who shall have part in
the first resurrection.

65. These are they who shall come forth in
the resurrection of the just.

66. These are they who are come unto
Mount Zion, and unto the city of the living
God, the heavenly place, the holiest of all.

67. These are they who have come to an
innumerable cnuﬁmny of angels, to the gen-
eral assembly and church of Enoch, and of
the first born.

68. These are they whose names are writ-
ten in heaven, where God and Christ are the

jugFe of all.

. These are they who are just men made

perfect through Jesus the mediator of the

new covenant, who wrought out this perfect

ﬁungment through the shedding of his own
ood.

70. These are they whose bodies are celes-
tial, whose glory is that of the sun, even the
glory of God, the highest of all, whose glery
the sun of the firmament is written of as be-
ing typical.

In the words that I have read we
learn plainly the future of Brother
Calder. He has done all these things
here required. He has gone hence, hav-
ing fulfilled his mission,having wrought
out, through obedience to the com-
mands of God, tlle probation that was
given to him. He obeyed the law of
the Gospel. He was baptized by one
having authority, and receiv the
Holy Ghost by the laying on of hands by
one having authority, and having gone
on from that time until the day of his
death, obeying humbly and meekly the
commandments of God, laying up for
himself treasures in heaven, he will
realize all the promises that have been

iven unto those who have been most
ithful in the flesh. In reading these
words, so full of glory, so full of hope,
so bright and Godlike; in reading these,
my brethren and sisters, I read the
future of every faithful, humble Lat-
ter-day Saint. I read to you the glory
thatis in store for you if you are faith-
ful and true in this probation in keep-
ing the commandments of God, insub-
mitting patiently and humbly snd sub-
missively to the providence of God our
Eternal Father, that He sees fit to call
you to endure or to pass through, and
every faithful soul, every man and
woman, no matter how o scure, will
most assuredly attain unto all this
Elﬂl‘j’. We cannot conceive of it. Eye
ath not seen, ear hath not heard,
neither hath it entered into the heart
of man to conceive of that glory that
God has in reserve for those who kee
His commandments, who do His will.
All we have to do is to keep His com-
mandments. All we have to do is to
submit to His will. All we have to do
is to bear patiently the trials and the
afflictions and the persecutions—if
persecutions should come—that He
will call us to pass through., But just
as sure as the sun shines, just as sure
as we live, just as sure as God lives,
s0 sure will every promise that has
been here made be fulfilled unto those
who live for them. They will go when
they leave here,as our brother has gone,
| to their reward. There 18 no doubt
| not the shadow of a doubt in my mind
' as to the future of the spirit that in-
habited this tabernacle. He has gone
behind the vail. He has gone frow our
side unto the paradise of our God,
there to await, with joyful anticipation,
the morning of the first resurrection,
when his body will come forth from
the tomb; not as we see this body that
we look at this mnrmnf. I could not
have recognized David O. Calder,
When living he was & handsome man,
This morning I looked at his face and
I regretted doing so, he is so chang

|

r

ed.
But when he eomes forth in the morn-
ing of the first resurrection, clothed

vealed unto .- the everlasting Gospel.

of affliction, a world of pain, a world "He has revcaled unto us the plan of

far as his spirit is concerned. Satan

‘pardonable sin, they may be brought
forth tarough the power o
i but even then how backward and aw-

ful will be their condition!

ing, a ‘ﬂeing full of joy and happi-
ness,
The power of Satan has ceased so

is bound as soon as the faithful spirit
leaves this tabernacle of clay and goes
to the other side of the wvail. That
spirit is emancipated from the power
and thraldom and attacks of bdatan.
Satan can only afllict such in this life.
He can only afllict those in that life
which is to come who have listened to |
his persuasions, who have listed to
obey him. These are the only ones
over whom he has power after this life.
But the Latter-day Saints who have
' been faithful, the men and the women
' who have kept the commandments of
God, those who have live1 according
to the light that they have had, whether
it be much or little, when they leave
thjs state of existence they are placed
insuch a position that Satan has no
power over them; he cannot tempt
them, he cannot atflict them, he can do
nothing to interfere with their happi-
ness, but the wicked, those who list to
obey him, those who give heed to
his spirit, will only be still more com-
pletely in his power in the life that is
to come. They will go into outer
darkness:; hence it is said, there will
be weeping and walling and gnashing
of teeth, because of their sin and
transgression in this life. Already we
have a foretaste of it. You watch the
‘men who vield to the temptations and
allurements of Satan; you wateh the
men and women who give heed to his
spirit, and you will tind written legibly
upon their faces that misery that awaits
them in the world to come. 1 have
been greatly struck with this. 1 re-
member a case of this kind which at
the <ime struck me with exceeding

at force. I was in ‘San Francisco
publishing a paper and in chdrge of
the Pacific coast mission. An Elder
came from this place, apparently full
of zeal to go on his mission to the
Pacific Islands. He was so0 anxious
when he reached San Francisco, being
a mdn of eloquence, to speak to the
people, that he proposed to me that he
would deliver two lectures upon the
subject of plural marriage. Iwasvery
glad to have him do so, because there
was considerable anxiety in the minds
of the people to know about affairs in
Utah. We placarded the city, and de-
livered the lectures, IDuring these
lectures he bore a very strong testi-
mony. I was pleased at his testimony
in favor of the Gospel, forl had some
doubts about the man previously.
Some little time afterwards—he having
been detained in San Francisco—he
told me, in the course of conversation
as we were walking up from my office,
that he had doubts about this work,
and about Joseph Smith being a pro-
phet of God. I was amazed at the

ishment for their sins. In the meap.
time, they will be in a state of utter
darkness, where there is wee&ing and
wailing and gnashing of teeth. The
Latter- ts douot hﬂh%
ever—God having taught us better
things—that there is a .place of tor-
ment, to which the souls of the chil.
dref of men will be.
out the never ending ages of ete oy
that is, those who have not commitied
the unpardonable sin, He has revealed
to usa sufficient amouxrt to shbw ys
how dreadful is the condition, ew
under the best of circumstances,
those who sin against light and know].
edge and break the commandments of
God. We are told that thosc whe
lived inthe davs of Noah, who refuse
the Gospel, the message of life &
salvation that he offered to thewn, wep
consigned to a prison house, that they
rewdined in that orison house unty
the thine when Jesus descended inty
hell apd unlocked  the deor ar
preached to them the Gospel of re
pentance. Twenty-tive hundred year
—according to our chroneology—h
elapsed since those spirits had Dee
consigned to this place of torment
this dpri:sun house, from which the
could not emerge, into which no light
from the etérnal world could pene
trate, into which no heavenly messen-
er had aecess. There 1t ey were
ocked up in the prison house of God
for this long period of 2500 years,
With what expectations they must
have awaited the arrival of some mes
senger who had the power to unlock
the door and enter into their house
and bring them some comfort and
some help. How much better for
them to have obeyed the message of
God through His Prophet Noah! How
much better it would have been to
have repented and borne all the afiic-
tions, all the pain, and all the persecu
tion that Noah and his household bore
or that any servant ot God had borne
than that they should be in such
condition as this! '
My brethren and sisters, God out
Eternal Father has given us every in-
ducement to serve Him. There is
nothing that Goa is not willing to be-
stow upon us—that is, nothing that i
good for us, nothing that would help
us, nothing that would be of advan-
mie to us. Satancan offer us notning,
When he took the Savior up to that
elevated place and showed Him the
kingdoms of this world, and offeres
Him all, he did not offer Him anythin
that the Savior Himself would not
possess, and neither can he offer you
or me, or any son or daughter of God,
an thfﬂ that we will not possess our:
selves if we are faithful to our Father
It is all God’s. Everyth that Satal
claim:s or seeks to exercise dominion
overis God’s. The earth is His, the
fulness of it is His, everything con

communication. 1 sald to him, ‘*How
is it possible that you could bear such
a testimony as you did at these lec-
tures if you are in the condition you
describe? ‘“*Why, brother George Q.”
said he, ““when I looked at the congre-
gation as I bore testimony to them
concerning Mormonism, [ wished in
my heart that I couid believe my own
testimony as the people seemed to be-
lieve who listened to me!” To me it
was the most horrible confession I had
ever listened to. Theidea of his being
such a h rite as to bear such a
testimony and then wisly in his own
heart that he counld believe it as the
geaple who listened to him seemed to
elieve it. I said to myself. *“This man
will apostatise. The root of the mat-
ter is not in him.”” I asked him if he
had not transgressed, or what he had
done to bring himsell into suchacon-
dition; for no man ever lost the faith.
without there being a cause for it. He
declared to me that he had not grans-
gressed with women, and that this
unbelief arose from some other
cause than that. 1 have since, how-
ever, heard statements which lead me
to conclude that he told me a false-
hood when he made this statement,
and that he had corrupted himself with
women. He went away. Some weeks
or months afterwards he came back
and when I saw him it seemed to wme
that I never saw a walking hell so
lainly as I1did in looking at his face.
t seemed as though hell was in his
face. Punishment and condemnation
were written there. Already the cvil
one had placed his dreadful seal upon
him. And so it 1s with all those who
iive heed to the spirit of the evii one.
man that has had the light, the truth
the Spirit of God, and has grieved
that Spirit, when the other spirit takes
possession of him there is a complete
transformation. Those whe know see
it in his face, and feel it in his spirit.
They cannot associate with him
without discerning that there is a spir-
it of darkness and evil taken posses-
sion of him, and so it is with all whe
take this course. They already be-
gin to have a foretaste of that dread-
ful misery that awaiteth those who
' break the commandments of God and
Jisten to the spirit of the evil oge.
‘Men wmay bave pleasure in sin, they
‘may take pleasure in brea.k!nﬁ the
commandments of God and doi
wickedly; but it is a pleasure that wi
. be attended with evil results, the ef-
fects of it will be felt throughout the
endless eternities of our God. If they
do not go so far as to commit the un-

the Lamb,

it! .

The firstresurrection, we are told,
will be in the beginning of the Millen-
nial era. - One thousand vears will
elapse before the wicked will have the
opportunity of coming forth; they will
sleep in their graves for that thousand

ducement
Trine of | in the world to sen

with immortality, blessed and crowned
with glory, you will see a perfect be-

years, und they will await with dread
the time when they shall receive pan-

nected with it is His, and He w give
it unto His faithful children just as fc
s here said:

& Wherefore all things are theiwrs, whether
life or death, or things present, or things to

come, all are theirs, and they are Uhf‘mt"
and Christ is God’s.” f

There is nothing left. There
nothing outside of it. It comprehends
everything. Therefore, there are in-
ducements for men m'be faithful, for
women to be faithful. What are these

erishable things? Suppose 14t

avid O.Calder’s life had been devoted
to the acquisition of earthly things,
and he had piled up gold until it had
reachod, if possible, the height of the
Twin Peaks, of what value would it b
to him ay? Would it be of am
benefit to him to-day? No. He }
had to leave everything behind. Eve *
thing that he has done, all his earthls
labor connected with this life, is left
here behind, Even his tabernacle, tha
belongs to the earth. Even it must re
main here. He cannot take it aws
from this earth. It belongs to 'ti
earth. We can only take that awsg
which belongs to the sphere whithet
we go. Our spirits are not made ou
of the matter that belongs to thi
earth, theretore our spirits do not re-
main. But our tabernacles are a part
of the earth. They have been fed an
nourished from the elements of th
earth. Therefore when the time ¢
dissolution comes, when the fiat ¢
death goes forth and there is a separa
tion, the spirit goes back, as I have
read in your hearing, to the presence
of God. God created it and it goes to
its own sphere; but the tabernac
stays hrre. And so it is with all the
gold and silver and eve ing else ths
man can accumulate, e cannot take
any of these things away with him. A
that he can take is that which he ha
acquired by his experience here upo
the earth. If he has been faithfult
God in keeping His commandmer
and has received promises from €
he can take themn with him, If hislf
has been one of purity and he
gained experience in purity, he
take that with him. If he has cherishé
the Spirit of God and made that i
constant companion, he can take thi
with him. n the other hand, ifie

has taken an apg.;aite course, and b
e
ti

given heed to vil oune, he come
under condemnation, that spirit goe
with him and becomes inseparable o
til the time comes for him to repent
and begin where he might have begtt
in this life if he had chosen to do so.

Therefore, let me say again, W
brethren anfil sisters, there is ¢ 1‘@';.]

God. 'Think of the joy and peace
those have who keep the comiman
ments of God. Why, it is peace from
I'llﬂrltllillil g tudniglg;. from ‘mull:&ﬁ- ?:r,t:
month’s end, from vear's e

end. The reﬂecuuz that (}nr:i!m
us, the knowledge that His Spirit rests
down npon us, and the co usnes
that we are actepted of H there
anything that excels it? Those Who



