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RELIGIOUS

sunday services
religious berservicesvices were held at the

tabernacle haltgait lake city sunday
june 1891 commencing ataat 2 pm
counselor 0 WW penrose presiding

the choir and congregation sang the
hymn beginning
how firm a foundation ye saints of the lord
I1U laid torfor your faith in his excellent word

prayer was offered by elderbider homer
duncan

the elshir next sang the hymn
he died I1 the great redemer died

and israels daughters wept around
the priesthood of the ninth ward

officiated in the administration of the
sacrament

OHARLES W PENROSE

said he had just been requested to ad
drewareas the congregation and desired to
respond in the spirit of the gospelgoa pel it
was a great privilege to root together
asaa they did that afternoon to worship
god in the way that he had appointed
and according to the dictates of
their consciences it was true
that this privilege was guaranteed
to them by the constitution of the land
in which they lived it was the privi-
legeego of all people who dwelt therein to
worship god as seemed best to them
so that they did not interfere with
others in their worship they v ere to
be free that was in accordance with
the spirit if not the letter of the c MAI
aution and the free institutions of this
country it was a great privilege in-

deed not enjoyed in every part of the
world there were some countries in
which the latter day saints could not
meet as they bad that afternoon in
great numbersumbersli without being molested
andI1 perhapschaps their meetings broken up
by tarethe strong arm of the law if not by
mob violence

Asaa a foundation for a few remarks
be would read some passages of scrip-
ture to be found oh the page of
the book of doctrine and covenants
now perhaps the termwoulyscriptureture 11f as
applied to these texts would not suit
the mindsmind of some persons present
hence hebe would offer a brief explana-
tion

the latterbatter day saints believed in
the word of god and that all such
scripture was profitable for reproof for
correction for instruction in righteous
neesdon as was said by the apostle of old
the word scripture ya accordaccordinging to its
literal meaning signified anything
that was written and what the apos-
tle evidently intended to convey was
that all scripture given by inspiration
of god was for the profit and edifica-
tion of the church of god the
scriptures to which he at that time
particularly alluded were no doubt
the books of the old testament be-

cause the new testament was not
then written and the bible in its pres-
ent form was not then compiled the
scripturestures which paul had reference to
and concerning which he exhorted
timothy were the books of the old
testament the laws and the proph-
etse 9 1 as handed down to the people of
hisbig time

we who lived in these later times
also believed in the writings of papaul11

hisbig associated apostles and other men
who wroe asap moved upon by the holy

spirit sobo that the good christians of
the nineteenth century not only re-

ceived the scriptures which paul spoke
of but those which had been added to
them in later times

the latter day saints went a little
further than this they not only be-

lieved in the prophets which preceded
the lord jesus christ and the writ-
ings of those who came immediately
after him whom he sentbent but also the
word of god as revealed in our own
times and when that was written it
was to them scripture just as much
as the writings of the ancient prophets
or apostles

all scripture that was given by in-

spiration of god was pronprofitabletable and the
book of doctrine and covenants con-
tained a number of revelations given
through the modern prophet joseph
smith this book contained some of
the word of god as well as the old and
the new testaments the bible was
usually called the word of god a
great deal of it however was the
words of men we had also in that
book the words of satan the words of
good men and those of bad
men the word of god and the
word of the devil the bible
did not contain the entire word of god
as was su opposed tytoy so called cbchristiansrist lans
who believed that all that the lord
hadbad revealed was to be found therein
and that he would not reveal any
more to substantiate that idea rever-
end divines referred us to the last chap-
ter of the book of revelations wherein
we read that the angel of god who
spoke cojohnto john on patmos umed these
words for I1 testify unto every manmail
that bearnth the words of the prophecy
of this book if any man shall add uaototo
thesechese things god shall add unto him
thehe plagues that are written in this

book 11

these words of the angel clearly re-

ferred to the book which john by him
was commandedcomman ded to write they were
noDO prohibition of god almighty for-
bidding him to reveal anything fur-
ther nor did they proclaim that he
would not reveal himself again it
was simply a command or warning to
men not to add to the book which
john was commanded to write

in the book itself we learn that john
personallyerso nally received a mission that be
nightmight go forth and prophecy before
many nations kings tribes and

showing that there was to
beoe prophecy after that book was writ

n and if what john prophesied after
tie wrote that book had alsoalio been writ-
ten it would have been just as much
scripture as was the book of
aaion or any other book which
thebe bible contained because that

would be the inspiration of god writ
en and all that god inspired men to
write when it was written was scrip
ure
the latter day saints regarded

what was contained in the book of
doctrine and covenants as scripture

as much as what was to be found
n the old or new testament because
t came by the gift and power of the

same holy ghost by which the ancient
prophetebets wrote and spoke

he then read as follows
behold mine house is a house of order

aith the lord god and not a house of
confusion

will I1 accept of an offering saith the
lord that toIs not made in my name

or will I1 receive at your hands that
which I1 have not appointedappointedl

and will I1 appoint unto you saith the
lord except it be by law even as I1 and
my father ordained you before the world
waslwas

I1 am the lord thy god and I1 give unto
youvou this commandment that no man
shallhall come unto the father but by me or
by my word which is my law saith the
lord

and everything thalthai is in the world
whether ibbeitbe ordained of men by thrones
or principalities or powers or things of
name whatsoever thay may be that are
not by me or by my word faith the
lord shall be thrown down and shall
not remain after men are dead neither in
nor after the resurrection saith the lord
your god

for whatsoever things remain are by
me and whatsoever things are not by
me shall be shaken and destroyed

the lord proclaimed here that his
housebouse was a house of order therefore
when we saw anything that tended to
confusion when we saw confusion it-

self in the world in any department of
society in religion in public worship
in the forms and ceremonies of men
among the sects and parties that men
had invented god was not there hishie
hand was not to be seen there he
was not the author of that confusion
for all that he did waswag in order not-
withstanding the immense number of
starry worlds that moved in the firm-
ament ouon high there was no con-
fusion among them each one moved
in its own order and occupied its own
sphere and helped to preserve the
equilibrium odtheof the others this was
because they were controlledoled by the
power of god again the laws of god
which governed things on earth when
not interfered with by men were per-
fect everything moved in complete
order the seasons came and went
the seeds was planted and the harvest
reaped there was no discord all was
harmony and beauty it was when
man stepped in and interfered with
the things which god had established
that confusion ensuedendued

so in the religious world when
jesus christ came on earth and estab-
lished his church he established per-
fect order that church was organ-
ized after the pattern of the human
body each member had its own place
and all were essential to the good of the
whole but after a while dissensions
entered it through the folly and wicked-
ness of men it was agn men began
to diverge from the path which the
lord bad marlles out that trouble
came different sects had been insti-
tuted different ecclesiastical organiza-
tions built up since the time when jesus
christ and his apostles founded the
church all these inventions of men
had tended to bring about confusion
so that in the nineteenth century in
what was termed the age of gospel
blaze confusion worse confounded
reigned this was because god was
not in these works of meumen

among all these different sects there
were no doubt some principles which
god had reverevealedaled there were some
vestiges of the church which jesus
christ setmet up when on the earth men
had patterned after them to some ex-
tent but they had introduced ideas
and notions of their own and confu-
sion was the result the idea seemed
to prevail in the christian world gen-
erally that men hadbad the right to meet
together and organize a religious so


