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extend two or three miles down the
river almonds walnuts and olives
reach perfection in this favored spot
in the orange orchard you are in-
vited to help yourself and a pretty
fountain stands jmin the center massmaas
is held regularly every morning in
the little empelchapel three old bells
hanging on a frame under an al-
mond tree are sounded for the
morning devotionsdevotions I1 looked at
these old relics and found one of
them with the date 1790 upon it it
paymay possibly have been used in
some of the old missions that have
crumbled away

four or livefive attractive young
ladies were gathering flowers to or-
nament the altar no devotee at a
religious shrine was more interested
than these lovely girls nothing
could be more picturesque than
these earnest maidens with their
veils around their headbandhead sand a semi
castilian dress and as the father ap-
proachedproached in his rich vestments we
allalf gathered around the mistress
of the house was a bustling bust-
ness like lady of about 6050 years of
age and with her came the attaches
odthe household the scene was
imimpressive and full of subjects for
reflection this same service this
same latin tongue had been heard
by the original inhabitants that the
brave fathers found when they first
landed on the shores of california
but alas for human hopes thethindians wea e nearly all gone and
the missions with but few excep-
tions are crumbling to powder
another race has overrunoverran the coun-
try and all that is old and interest-
ing are these same relics of the in-
domitable faith and perseverance of
the catholic fathers

so many will visit this place and
so much will be saidadd about ramonabamona
that in a few years nine out of every
ten personsdersons will believe that the
whowholele book is an actual fact we
delight to realize the ideals that
fiction creates

lower down the valleyvaller immense
qquantitiesbanti eg of petroleumtroleum aare 0obtained
andnd pipipedjd dorndown to venventurara some-
times

me
called11ed san bubuenaventuraen av tu ra no

richer land or more fertile can be
found anywhere than can be seen
here the whole valley Is a repeti-
tion of camuloscamblos in the matter of
fruit

ventura is an unimportant town
it must have been very dull before
the human tide set in that has hunt-
ed

bunt-
ed out the locations highly favored
as to climate there is an old mis-
sion here but it has been doctored
with modern touches and is no
longer onan object of interest A long
pier into the ocean it is
the embarking point for the coast
steamers not a solitary vessvesselI1
was in sight it was a harbor with-
out shipping a seaport without sail-
ors this city needs the magic pen
of the boomer to invest it with
elysian delights there are but few
evidences of the mexican occupa-
tion of the place the pale faces are
larglargelyelyinin the ascendant

promfrom ventura the railroad follows
the coast on our right are the sasan-
ta

n
ynez mountains and on the

left the grand old pacific ocean
all the stations havebave spanish
names some of the richest fruit

gardens and best paying ranches
are found along the western slopes
of the santa y-nezynez the land had
been plentifully watered by a heavy
rainfallrain hill so that the rivers were full
and everything lovely enough
rain had fallen to insure the crops
for 1889 farmers and
rist correspondingly happy

santabanta barbara the noted sanita-
rium of the pacific slope Is situated
in a lovely valley and stretches out
on each side to the hillshills and moumoun-
tains

n
very few buildings are now

standing here that have the stastampm of
age here and there an old red medtiled
curiosity remains notably the build-
ing occupied by general fremont in
1847 there is the long pier with a
solitary vessel moored alongside
the shore is devoid of craggy rocks
except in a few places the huge surf
thunders away the temperature
of the ocean ranges between 60 and
66 degrees during the entire year
the highest marking of the mercury
was 85 deg in august 1886 no
frosts trouble the people bananas
grow out in the open air the lo-
quat a japanese fruit with a deli-
cious acid taste ripens here if
there is a heaven on earth in the
matter of climatic convenience it is
in santa barbara it is essentially
a tourist town the influx of visitors
forms the chief source of support for
the residents there are no fac-
tories no evidences of that mercan-
tile activity which are found far-
ther north the boom has struck
this place climate and soil bring
fabulous prices there is no room
for the poor here the cacapitalistiItal lust is
always welcome the toufytruly wicked
can find a foretaste of heaven which
no religionist will guarantee him in
the life beyond unless he becomes
a devoted adherent

one of the grandest of the old
missions is located about a mile from
the town to my mind it is
the handsomest I1 have ever seen
the surroundings are all that can
be wished for it was founded inin
1782 by father Juni pera serraberra one
of the noblest of the early fathers
strange to say among all the monu-
ments erected to the memory of the
early explorers no bust commemor-
ates the unselfish work of this bold
and brave man

within the sacred couconfinestines of the
edifice is located the mission garden

one of the choicest spots on earth
small in size but filled with all
kinds of rare and beautiful flowers
and trees I1 had hard work to get
there but I1 did and never regret it

I1 am told that no women can
enter the sacred precincts of this
garden of heaven father okeefe
permitted me to catch the shadows
that played from the attractions
concentrated therthereinelu it seemed
strange to man with etonian pro-
clivitiesclivities to be where the gentler of
the two sexes was forbidden to enter
the garden of edepeden would have
been a failure without our mother
eve but no power of pope or
priest could prevent the beautiful
doves that swarmed around from
billing and cooing proclaiming
aloud the joys of associations with-
out which our existence would
have been miserable

on the south front a long corridor

extends nearly the whole length of
the building pepper trees with
their graceful waving foliage help
the semitropicalsemi tropical effect while a long
reservoir built of masonry cocompletesdeteo

the effect of happy surroundings
the interior Is plain but in strict
harmony with the exterior some
old paintings fyby old masters depict
the terrors of hell in bloodcurdlingblood curdlingcardlin
style A few new pictures also lenlend
a charm to the general effect the
thoughts sober downclown to reverence for
the devotion and courage of men
who planted the cross in this desolate
region long before the energy of man
had made the natural resources
available

A door from the centre leads into
the graveyard where sleep many of01

the fathers and mothers who landed
upon the shores in the earlye part of

this century I1 was also informed
that the bones of hundreds of in-
dians are buried in this little ceme-
tery over the before mentioned
door are three skulls and crossbonescross bones
embedded in the plaster after abi
style of the pirate nags of a centurycen teffy
ago I1 imagine that the object was
to show that outside of the11 palele of0
the church all was destherdeathdestheVwhileile in-
side was eternal life one will have
to travel a long way to ffindn d any-
thing more quaint than this dedeathsathO
head doorway

the fathers who reside in the
mission are men of culture and re

of manner they wiwill
never become emasculated on ac-
count of their luxurious abode one
of them looked ready for an old
folks excursion being over seventysevens
in appearance father okeefe
was a jollymajolly easygoingeasy going and refined
80sortrt of man who in any other garbgo
would have passed for a well to do

farmer another one yeasyas a tall
austere german of commanding
mien and the opposite of the geniagew
father okeefe strangers are ad-
mitted into the church every day at
one I1 think the fathers are
bored very much by the persistent
tourists but all are not hunting thede
picturesqueesque they bear the trialtria
with elegant composure and 0VO

doubt consider it one of thelexthe dexa
eions of life

from a point near the mission
plastered road a mile and a halfbal

oflong runs through the town 01

santa barbara it cost tow

construct and is a credit botnto the
awakened enterpriseenterprize of a slumber-
ing city generally where nature

a0
has done everything to make td
place attractive man does next
nothing there is more brain worl
done above the bath parallel thantb
from there to the equatorial lineW
south Q

As you look seaward from tale
onshore three or four islands ward

the heaviest effects ofI1 ttheh e s

they are called ban miguel sanauts
rosa the largest of them all santa8 to
cruz and anacapaanacayaAnacapa sanban callalg

forniathe gravegraveyardard for the firefirstat califernCali forn
pioneer buanjuan Bodrodriquez cabri
he having 81sightedeted thetheseseverYvery islan

of pos
on the ath ofoctober 15421512 but

theosibly others may have seen w
and never lived to tell the tale

As a seaport santa barbara wIs

significant there esthe long pa
few

the solitary schooner and a


