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OLD LINCOLN DISTRICT.

—

MINERSVILLE, May 4.—This is the
oldest town in this part of Utah, and
with the exceptivn of Parowan and
Cedar {8 the oldeet in- the eouthern
purt of the Btate. It is entitled to a
distinotion which it enfoye to s very
llmited degree if at all in belng lbe
plopeer in the mining industry in this
gection of the globe, meaning the vasl
expanse of coantry Tying belween the
Missouri apd the Sacramento rivers.
Ag far back a3 1868 some of the metal-
lic resources of the place were obsersed
and located 1o the year following, u{e
cbief characteristics of that time being
lead which subseguently was dlscov-
ered to be exceedingly hard'and
uradually getting barder, the' opause
heing the presence and 1ncreae-
ing percentage of sllver in toe
ores. There was aleo, &8s has
been dieclosed {In later years,
gsome little gold, but the pioneers were
pnot skilled metallurglate, and if they
had been were not in possesrion of the
appliances and chemicals by which
separatlon could have been made, It
s Joubtless the case that roany of the
hend-roade bullete of thut day were
more valuable than any others ever
used by meanp in bie civilized state, and
when one ot them pensetrated an in-
dian or & woll-—both of whicb abound-
ed in those days—neitber reallzed
the luxurlousness of Lhe meane by
which bhe was walted bhence; on the
contrary they kept oot of range as care-
fully as though the messcnger of diseo-
lation were nothing morethan plebian
lead, Of course the preclous metals,like
genujne merit in ali the ciroumstances
of ljle, conla not he Eept in coitivation
long and the animate Bavagery Was
keptin eubjeclion and decline by meane
of psllets from which the more desir-
able elemenip had been caretully ex-
tractec.

The first mine to be opened here, in
what 18 pow Lincoln minlog district,

was oalled tbhe Rolline, in bonor
of ono of the dlscoverars, ex-
Bishop Henry Rolline, Thig re-

minde me tbat bhe s pow in a
precarious conditlon, being extremely
ill, with bis advapoed age—Su—telllng
aguipst bim. As it supplied afl needs
fn it line lor the lime helng,
the industry remained where il
bhegan lor several years. The
pext we heard of 1t wes in
1870,wben k. ¥, Thompeon ot Besver
discgvered and looasted the Forest
Queer, this being followed in rapld
successjon by other locationa and the

district was 1ormaliy orgaiizeu o Jan.,

16, 1871, & less lormal organization
noder the name of tbe Ploneer baving
previously lsken piace. The Rolline
changed hands and bate, becoming,
the Lincoln, end was & nuclens of s
camp which grew until it sssumed
cooslderable propeitiony, containing at
one lime no fepa than 150 holscs, or
more tban Mipersville 1teelf and being
sproe three miles uistant northeasterly.
1 bave nlready told you of the siriklng
of u epring of living water at a low
place in the workinge, and like & BIDK-
ing sbip, all energies were direoted to-

ward rescuing the properly Irom
the unwelcome element, These
were only partially  successfuli

lor obvious teacéons, eithough many
thousubde of dollare were spent Intbe
uvequal confeet. The work bus been

somagracoflied

practically suspended of late years, but
it J8 quite probable that when the legal
ebtanglements which now invelve the
properly and which in one jorm or
another seem ineeparable from great
mining operatione, are settled, 11 will
be resumed on' a |aIge scale. The
more recent developments of sclence
abd greater famliliarity with the diffi-
cultles to be confronted will doubiless
make it practicable to exploit and de-
plete this great vein of mineral wealth
a8 far as tbe cunning and endurance of
map will enable him to foliow it.

The demonetizatlon of ellver fol-
lowed bhard upon the shutiing down
of aotive work in the “Lincoln’’ and
& general fee]ing of dizcouragement
pervaded the camp. One alter ancther
foilowed suit until the place wa2s prac-
ticajly abanuoped, and only aesesi-
ment work with ap oucasional experi-
mental or costract job bave been the
rale slace. Thls is o because it is so,
and that Is about the only reaeon that

oan be fonnd, The ores of the district |

are in places eo rich, acceseible and
abundant that shipments in the earlier
daye brought back well nlgh a ceaseless
flow of money, and so far from these
belng exbatnstive or even extensively
drawn upon, they are only at the
threshold of thelr cupacity, Thereare
hut few shafta' or topnels iz more
than 100 1eet, and as most, Iif
not s}l tbe principal mines are true
fissures, it can readtly be seen that ib ie
the beginniog ratber than the ending
of Lincoln district’® career that gon-
fronte ue, I write thue exteneively
upos this subject because none of the
papers bas a0 [ar given it the attention
which its importaace snd promises
entitle it to, and for the furtber reason
that I have made a perscnal inspection
of the district and can eay wilbout the
fear nf succesefl contradiction that
greater ore bodies are not to be found
within the borders of this truly
wealthy and growing BState. Otber
visitors bave gope over the gronnd and
made similar oberervatlions, but failed te
plage the same where they would do
tbe most good.

To epecify ae to even a part of the
developed propertics of the district
would at this time encroach too much
on your space; it may receive attention
Jater on, and if 30 you may depend
mpon bt that the subject will justity
the expenditure, Linuvoin ie as certain
t> forge to the ITont again and remain
there es tbat notbing was made 1D
vain, 1 a place where there 18 little
but tnineral beneath the wpper vrust of
the eoll, and mlneral whose average
wojue is more than that of niany of the
districts which are now doing s pros-
peroue businees, there can be no olher
conclusion  arrived ai, The rall-
road e only fifleen miles
away, with A ressonable assDr-
sbce that ere mapy mooD8 bave
waped it will he nearer, still, Tufs In
the consummation devoutly wished
hereabout,ne 1t would aeeuredly change
Minersville from a quiet village to 8
bustiing town slmost in the twinkiing
of an eye.

The storm of laert week played ead
havoc with the sbeep hersabout; they
bad lately been sbhorn, and the sud-
den change in the weather, together
with tbeir balf-famisbhed copdition,
made them tbe prey of the elements to
tbe extent of sgome thoueande. Thetr
boties in varjous etages ol decay are

morfe of less numerous along every
roadway, und the fragrance which s
thus made to mingie wilh the decert
air is not that of » flower garden by
ADY IMMEAaDns.

I bave been spending several daya in
the sprawling, dreary forbidding
wastes to the west and Lorth of here
gome fifty miles or more. The gcoun-
try i8 dry all the year round exgent
about tois time, when it proudly die-
tingulshes iteeliby being drier tnan at
jany other time, Great heds of gand

Iregcoed witb brush thet caan neither
be burned nor eaten, a strong wind as
ceareless ae the ripples of the sep, and
& Bub Who reserves his most ardent
smiles for thoBe Who have the temerity
te enter the forbladen domain, mark
the place dletingtly in the memory of
the wayfarer. There are some indil-
catlons of gold in places, and thisie
aver anough to draw the humanp ani-
mal into the depth of desolativn.

Egsay Calax.

PARLEY'S AND THE PARK,

There ie conslderable truvel between
Salt Luke and Park City nowadays,
moet of it belpg by way of the Utah
Central ralilway. The freight business
of the road ie not beavy, the combine
of the big railways shutting the little
one out, and baving reduced ite oper-
ating force by about twenty.five men,
But the passenger traffic is more con-
venient by tbe Utab Central route
through Parley’s canyon, there being
one traln each way dally, Parley’s i
now putting on it esummer robes, apd
the ride through the canyon is gdeold-
edly pleasant. 'The train 1s compored
of plaio care, with cane-bottomeq sents
and ap ebeence of upbolstery that is
nolabie, but the ride is not long or
tiresome, The trmin peeses throngh a
beauntifui section of thw Balt Lake val-
ley, just now clothed in rich verdure
surmopnted by tbe beautiful goloring
of pesch and apple blossoms, fp-
terlng the canyon defile aiter the State
prison s paesed, it tbreads jts way
along the hase of towering peaks,
crossing and recrossing many times the
dashing mountsin streamn, and goiog
back and forth into and out of ravioes
past the lew bunared acres of cultl-
vated labds Bt wbat is kpnowp a8
Haray's, upto the summit where, at
the present time it goes tor mile?
among tbDe enows that have uot yet
gleared Trom the sbeltered hiligides.
Froro the summit there j8 & wipding
down to its base, then & olimb up the
park to a point 3,600 feet nbove the sta-
tlon jo thiB eiiy, and 7,700 jeet gbove
soa level} the stopping place ,is at the
north end of Park oity, which rises
gradunily above thie point {o neariy up
tojtbej Ontario mine, 8,600 jvet ,abpve
gen level,

At present the Ootario miil is shut
down {or repalre, and wiil be
for & week of more; buat the

operations at the grest mlne, some of
whose worklbngs are 1,600 feet down
the sbalt, go steatily on. Conneg:ied
with tbhe regular work of the mine the
great draln tunoel—wnich now sends
out a large stream from ite mouth,
three milés from the mine-—is heing
pusbeu over toward the Daly and ia
now Bbout balf way there. 1t wlll tap
the Daly 760 feet below the lowest
worklogs in that mine, and will drain
that hody of new ground fof working.




