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FROM THE MISSIONARY FIELDS

Conference im lowa.

Des Molines, lowa,
October 31, 1838,

The conference of the Elders laboring
in 1he state of Iowa was held October
$th and 9th at Sioux City, in the large
auditorium of the courthouse, and was
very pleasant and interesting as well as
instructive. There were present KElder
Louts A. Kelseh, president of the West-
ern States mission, and seventeen EI-
ders of the Iowa conference. Eleven of
the Elders of this conference are from
Utah’s vales, two are from Idaho, two
from Colorado and two from Mexico.

During the conference the
spoke upon the various principles of the
Gospel, In.a manner that demonstrat-
ed that the faith of the Latter-day
Saints !s founded in eternal truth, and
is harmeonious in all its bearings with
the truths of sclence and reason, as wejl
as the word of God.

The dajly papers anncunced the con-
ference, and made friendly commeni on
the labors of the Elders, as well as the
method of preachlng without purse and
scrip.

The press In many portlons of the
state has changed its policy on the Mor-
mon questlon considerably within the
past vear, and through the medium of
articles wrltten, and inlerviews with
Blders, much prejudice has been and 1s
being allayed.

A% the close of the conference Elders
Thomas D. Walace and Conrad J. Smith
were honorably released to return to
their homes and loved ones. .

The asslgnments of the Elders to
flelds in this conference was then made
ag follows:

Elders E. M. Bickmore and N. Han,
sen, Sioux City.

Elders W. H. Garner apd E. Ormond,
Pottawattamie county. Address Coun-
¢il Blufls.

Elders H, Bise] and C. H. Rasmussen,
Chariton, Lucas county.

Eiders John W. Wheadon and Henry
Ericksen to Red Oak,Montgomery coun-
ty.

Elders J. E. Anderson and Parley
Williams, Fairfield, Jefferson county.

Blders David Rishton to get a new
companion and labor In Madlson coun-
ty, (P. O. at Creston.)

Elders J. F. Thomas and E. G. Tay-
lor, Des Molnes.

If Salnts in Utah or elsewhere have
friends or relatives In Iowa whom they
desire us to visit, we shall he glad to
do so at the earliest opportunity. The
Saints should give this matter thought-
ful conslderation, as it often paves the
way for opening up the Gospel in a lo-
cality wher prejudice has previously
hedged up the way.

Letters may be sent to Elder J. F,
Thomas, president of the Iowa confer-
ence, 1413 E, Court avenue, Des Moines;
Iowa.

JOSEPH F. THOMAS,
President of Iowa Conference,
THOMAS D. WALLACE,

Clerk of Conference.

In the Sunny Santh.

Cottondale, Ga., Nov. b, 1898,

After eagerly reading over your col-
ums I concluded to write a few lines.
I am in that porton of the Lord's vine-
vard called by 8panlsh explorers
“I.and of Flowers.' I left my moun-
tain home #0 dear in June of the pres-
ent yvear. When I felt myself gliding
away from the Rockies many a thought
of home, friends and enjoyment came
and sped through my mind. I was
going because God had called and I
wanted to show my patriotlsm to the
grandest and greatest cause on earth,
About thirty of us went together. How
I wondered who and what I would
come in contact with durlng my ab-
pence, [ trled to picture Ip my Iim-
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aglnation what I would see and what I
must pass through.

I war sent to Alabama and then I
came to Florida. We have met many
kind friends and some that were not
so kind, I have instructions now to

go w Mobile county, Alabama, about)

260 miles. In the county that I have
been laboring in much sickness is no-
ticeable, I have just begun to realize
what a Mormon ls and what the Gos-
pel of Christ requires. If I had one
thing to say to our young people, I
would say, read our books more. study
the Gospel, read the serprons that are
preached by the oracles of the living
God and learn to slng the beautiful
A song In the South,
sung in the Spirit of God, is equal to a
germon.

It i getting cooler here now. Sum-
mer is.gathering up her robes of glory
and is slowly gliding away. The oflw-
ers are joosing their look of beauty.
and to me the birds seem to sing of the
slowly dying year.

Our conference §s progressing under
the leadership of Elder Irving L. Pratt
of Prove, and the Elders are interested
in the cause of the great Creator. Their
desire is to honor their parents, to hon-
or the cause, and to honor the Lord.

W. H. BOYLE JIR.

In East Teoncerer Conference.

Columbus, Polk Ca.. N, C.,
Nov. 7, 1898,

Stili the "little stone” rolls on. The
East Tenneassce conference was held
at Plafftown. Forsyth county, N. C., on
August 27th, 1898. All the Elders came
Into Plafftown wlth smlling faces ready
to accept the feast which they had been
#0 anxiously waiting for. At our
Priesthood meeting I was appointed to
Yabor with Charles A, Berg of Sandy,
Utah. On 'the 30th of August we start-
ed for our new county, joining South
Carolina. As we reached the county
we were advised by the people to stay
out of certain parts as it was very dan-
gerous, but knowing we were taking
God's message and that He would pro-
tect us, we did mot fear, We soon
reached Columbus, the courty seat.
The first man we met was the editor
of the Polk county News, He was
standing by the court house. He ap-
peared to be iy deep thought. I Imtro-
duced myself and handed him a tract.

*Oh, Mormons!" was the reply.

"Xes. slr: that is what the people call

A smile Tan over hls face.

"You call yourselves ministers of the
Gospel, do you?”’

“Yes, gir.”

"“Well, we have got the Gospel here,
and you had bebler make csracks to
Ttah, for we have no use for you, nor
yvour doctrine.”

We assured the gentleman that we
were United States citlzens and as Mong
as we did not harm any one, we had a
perfect right to go 'through the coun-
try.

The gentleman assured us agaln
that we were not wamted in the eclty
and that if we did not leave, we could
expect trouble. We told him that as
soon as we had done our work we
would go. We were told that the Mor-
mon Elders had been driven out of the
county and that we would be. Finally
he t0ld wus that rhe would publish our
meeting In his paper and guarantee us
a ""good crowd” of people. We next
went to see the mayor of the city, of-
fering a sillent prayer in our hearts.
He gseemed to be a kind gentleman.
We Introduced ourselves to him and
gave hlm a tract and sokd him a vaolce
of waming. He showed us his house
and asked uws t0 come and sSee him
again. He told us that we could dis-
tribute our literature and the people
would be pleased to recelve It. We
found this {0 be the case, The people

treated us very kindly and asked us to
call agaln.

We next went out in the country and
finding friends everywhere anxious to
find out something about the Church
of Latter-day Saints, we had the priv-
flege of explaining the Gospel to thegn.
We met with some persecution, but
thris did not hurt the cause of truth.

HARRY E. SHRIVES.

A Conference In Texas.

Jeddo, Nov. 8, 1898,

By request I report vur late confer-
ence held at Jeddo, Bastrop county,
Tlexas. in the Southwestern States mris-
.

The Elders had a flne arbor prepared
to hold conference fn. Elder Wm. T.
Jack met us at 5 p. m. on the evenlng of
the 2nd. After a oonsultation of the
Elders, it was declded to make a new
canference, which was done and ¥ Was
called the Austkn conference, with
Elder Wm. H. Jardine as president.

At 7 p. m. Elder Wm. T. Jack called
a meeting of the Elders reportding their
labors for the past =ix months. and by
Elder Wm. T. Jack. On the evening of
the 2nd the wagons began to come in
from the surrounding districts, eome
coming as far as twenty miles. On the
murping of the 3rd the Arst Austin con-
ference convened. There was a good
attendance of Saints and investigators
present. ‘The conference centinued four
days, three sessions each day with a
good attendance each session. The
time was pccupied by Elder Wm. T.
Jack and the Elders who were present.
All the speakers Irad the influence of
the Spirft of God, and the people got
the word of the Lord from the lips of
His servants. The people llatened at-
tentively to the remarks of the Elders,

All the Saints prewent testified that
they had been built up in thelr most
holy faith,

Sunday being the general fast day
the Saints came together fasting and
the aftermoon session was devoted o
testimonies, A mnumber of the Salnts
bore strong testimonies to the truthful-
ness of the work they had espoused;
even }Httle children mwo older than eight
summers arose and testified of the
goodness of God toward them. No one
can Imagine what a great work is be-
Ing carried on in the missionary field
except those who have been engaged
tn tt and taken part in the actual labor.
Conference adjourned and the Elders
began to make preparations to start to
thelr flelds of labor.

Yours very sincerely,
JAMES A. DUKE,
REUBEN 5. HAMILTON.

IN THE EUROPEAN MISSION.

RHeleases and appolntments.—Elder
Clarence Eldredge has been honorabily
released to return home and salled from
Liverpool on Saturday, October 29, on
the Cunard s.s. Campania. He was ac-
companied by Elder W. H. Toone, who
was expecting to sall frotn Glasgow on
November 5, but by speclal arrange-
ments safled eartier,

The following named missionaries
have been honorably released to return
home, and will leave Glasgow by An-
~chor Line s.8. Furnessia, Nov. 17,1898:
'David Bagley, Jesgse W, Knight, and
{Luey Jane Brimhall of the Bristol Con-
ference; Jed Stringham, president of
‘+the Liverpool Conference, Wm. P. Ost-
fler and Thomas Bennett of the same

conference; W. E. Clark, presldent of

the London conference: John H. Ford
of the Norwich conference: J. W,
Biringfellow, president of the Notting-
ham conference, arvl Edward C. Rich
of the same conference; Levi G, Rleh-
ards of the Sheflield conference, and
Wm, R. Davis of the Welsh conference,

Eldey George Ruff lg released as

i



