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This raised an apparent iudignation and the
first thing expressed in this excitement was: *‘vou
believe too much in Joe Smith,” counsequently
they commenced catching the Saiuts in the
streets, whipping some of thema until their bowals
gushed out, and leaving others for dead in the
streeis.

This so exasperaled the Saints that they mu-
tnally egreed with the citizens of Clay county
that they would purchase an entire new conuty
north of Ray and cornering on Clay. Their
being not 'more than forty or filty inhabitants in
this new counuty, they frankly sold out their pos-
sessions to the Saints, who immediately set in to
enter the entire county from the genersl govern-
ment.

The county having been settled, the Governor
issned an order for the organization of the county,
and of a regimeut of miliiia, and an election being
called for a Colonel of said regigent—| was
elected unnnimeusly, receiving 236 votes, in
August 1837. Then organized with suballern
cfficers according to the statutes of the State, and
received legal and lawful commissions from Gov-
ernor Boggs for the same.

I thiuk, sometime in the latter part of the win-

Here on the hauk of the Missouri river were
cight families, exiled from plenteous homes with-
out one particle of provisions, or any other means
under the heavens to get any ounly by huntivg in
the [orest.

I here built a eamp twelve feet square, egiinst
a sycamore log, in which my wife bore me a fine
=on on the 27th of December. The eamp havirg
neither chimuey nor floor, nor covering sufficient
to ghield them from the iuclemency of the weather,
rendered it intoleruble.

In this deleful conditien, I left my family for

the express purpose of making an appeal to thﬂ!pnrclu:sed a pre-emption right for which 1 gave

American people to know somethivg ol the tolera-
tion of such vile and ishuman econduoet, and
travelled oune thousand and three hundred miles
throogh the interior of the Uuited States, and
was [requently answered, *“That such conduct
was not justifiable in a republican govercment;
vel we feel to say thal we fear that Joe Smith is
a very bad man, and circamstances alter cases.
We would not wish to prejudge a man, but in
same circumstances, the voice of the people ought
o rule.” |

The most of these expressions were fram pro-
fessors of religion; and in the afor-eaid persecu-
tiop, I saw one huundred aud ninety women and
children driven thirty miles acrosa the prairie,
wilh three decrepit men ouly in their company,
in the month of November, the ground thiuly
crusted with sleet, and [ could easily follow on
their trail by the bloed that flowed from their
lacerated feet!! on the stabble of the burnt
pl‘i'til'i?» 1

This company not knowing the sitnation of the
conntry, nor the extent of Jacksen county, built
quite u namber of cabius, taat proved o be in the
borders of Juckson county. The meb, iufuriated
ot this, rushed on them in the month of January
1834, burned these gscanty cabins, and scattered
the inhubitants to the four winds, from which
cwuse many were tuken suddenly iil, and of this
illness died. Inthe meantime, they barned two
bundred and three housss and one grist mill,
these being the only residences of the saints in
Jackson county.

The most part of one thousand and two hun-
dred saints, who resided in Juckson couunty, made
their escape to Clay county. | would here re-
mark that amonrg one of the compnnirs thut went
to Clay county, was a woman named Sarah Anon
Iigbee who had been sick of ehills and fever for
many months; and another of the naine of Keziali
Higbee, who was uuder the most delicate circum-
stances, lay on the bank of the river, without
shelter, during ene of tlie most stormy nights |
ever witnessed, while jorrents of ruin poured
down during the whole night, and streams of the
smullest size were magnified into rivers. The
former was carried across the river, apparently a
lifeless corpse. The latter wes delivered ol a fine
son, ou the bank, withia twenly minutes after
being carried across the river, under the open
canopy of heaven, and from which eause, 1 have
every reascn (o believe she died a premature
d&ﬁthi

The only con=olation they received from the
mob, wnder these circumstances, was “God
damn you, do youn believe in Joes Smith now?”
During this whole timne, the said Joseph Sinith,
senior, lived in Ohio, in the town of K rtland, sc-
cording to the best of my knowledge and belief, a
distauce of eleven huundred miles from Jackson
county, and thinks that the Chureh in Missouri
lhad but litds correspondence with Lim during
that thne. .

We now mostly found ourselves’ in Clay
county—some 1n negro cabins—some in g-nile-
men’s kitchens — some in old cabins that hud been
out of use for years—und others in the epen air,
without anything to shelter them from the dreury
etorms of a cold and stormy winter.

Thus like men of serritude we went to work
to obtain a scanty living among the i Labitants
of Clay couniy. Every advantage which could
be tuken of a people under these circomstances
was notl neglected by the people of Clay county.
A greal degree of Iriendship prevailed between
tae Saiuts and this people, under these circam-
#lances, for the space ol two years; when the
Suints commenced purchasing some small pos-
sessions for themselves; this, together with the
emigration created a jroulousy on the part of the
old citizens—ihat we were to Le their servants no
Jonger.,

|

ter said Joseph Smith moved to the district of
‘country the Saints had purchased, and he settled
‘down' like other citizens of a new county, and

- wis appeiuted the first Elder in the Church of

. Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saiuts, holding no
| office in the county, either civil or military. * |
~declare that I never knew said Joseph Smith to
dictate by his influence or otherwise any of the
officers either eivil or military, he himself being

~exempt from military duty from the amputation,

| from his leg, of a part of the bone, ou account of
'a fever sore.

I removed from Caldwell to Duviess county,
'seven huudred and fifty dollurs, gained auoilier
| by the side thereof, put ia a largs crop and be-
came acquainted with the citizens of Davicss,
who appeared very friendly.

In the mouth of June or July there was a town

ands belonging to government, the emigration
commenced flowing tothis newly laid off town
very rapidly. This excited a prejudice in the
 miuds of some of the old citizens who were an
ignorant set, and not very fur advanced before the
(aborigines of the country in civilization or eulti-
' vated minds, fearing lest this rapid tide of emigra-
tion should deprive them of office, of which they
were dear lovers. This was more plainly exhibit-
‘ed at the August eleetion in the year 1838. The
‘old settlers then swore that not one Mormon
shoald vote at that election; accordingly they
commenced operations by fist and skull, this
terminated in the loss of some teeth, some flech,
und some blood. The combat being very strongly
-contested on both sides—many Mormons were
‘deprived of their votes; and [ was followed to the
poils by three ruffitns with stones in their hauds,
swearing they would kil me if I voted.
| A [aulse rumor wues immediutely sent to Far
West, such as two or three Mormons were killed
and were not suffered to be buried. The next
day a considerable number of the Siints came
out to my house—szid Jos ph Smith came with
them—he enquired of me concerning the difficuity
—the answer was political difficuities—he then
agked if there was anything sericus—the answer
wans, no, L think not—we then all mounted our
horses and rode up on to the prairie a shoit dis-
tance from my house to a cool spring near the
house of Esq. Bleek, whers the greater namber
stopped for refreshment, whilst a few wailed on
Esq. Blick—he wus interrogated to know
whether he justified the course ol conduact at the
late electien or not—he said he did not, and was
willing to give his protest in writing. which he did,
and ulso desired that there should be a public
meeting called, which I thivk was dune on the
next day.

S.id Joseph Smith was not addressed on the
subject, but [ was, who, in behalf of the Suiuts,
entered into an agreement with the other citizens
of the conuty that we would live in peace, enjoy-
ing those blessings fought for by our forefuthers,
but while some of their leading gien were enter-
irg into this eoutract, others were r ising mols,
and in a short time the mob iucreased to two
hundred and five rank and file, and they encamped
within six miles of Adam-ondi-ahman.

Iu the meantime, Joseph Smith and those who
came with him from Far West returned to their
hotnes in peace, suspecting nothiog—bat I seeing
the rage of the mob and their full determination
to drive the Charch from Daviess county, sent to
General Atchison ( Major General of the Division
in which we lived,) lie immediately sent Brigadier
Generzl Doniphan, with between two and three
hundred men. Geperal Douiphan moved his
troops near the mob force, sud came up and con-
~ersed with me on thie subject—alter conversing
some time on the subjett, Mijor Hughes came
and iuformed General Doniphun that Lis meu
were mulinizing, aud the mob were determined
to fall on the Saints in Adam-ondi-ahman, |
having a Colonel’s commission under Doniphan,
was commanded to cull out my troops forthwith,
and to uge Doniphan’s own language, “kill every
God damued mobocrut you can fiud in the coun-
ty, or make them prisovers, and il they _come
upon you g've them hell”—he then returned to
his tcoops and geve them an address, statiug the
interview he had with me, and he also s.id 10 the
moh, that if they were so disposed they could go
on with their measures—th=t he congidered thiat
Col. Wight with the militia’ nuder his commaud

all-sufficient to quell every Cod dumned mobocrai

|

Naid off, partly on my pre-emption, and partly ou | ¥

in the county, and i they did not feel disposed so
to do, to go home or God damn them he would
kill every one of them. The mob then dis-
persed.

During these movements, neither Joseph Sinith
nor any of those of Far West were at Adam-oudi-
abman, only those who were settlers and legal
citizens of the place.

The mob aguin ussembled and went to De Witt,

'or, with the news that the Mormons were killing
anl burning everything before them, and that
great fears weie entertained that they would
reach Jefferson city before the runners coull
bring the news.

This was not known by the Church of Latter
Day Saints, until 2200 of the militia had arrived
wilhin half a mile of Far West, and they then
supposed the militia to be a mob.

Carroll county, there being a small branch of the
Church at thut place, but of the transactions at|

I was sent for fromm Adam-ondi-ahman to Far
West; reached there the sun about one hour high
in the morning of the 29th of October, 1838, call-

this place 1 have no personal knowledge. They
succeeeed in driving the Chu:ch from that place,
some to the east and some to the west, &c. This
increased their ardor, and with redoubled forces
{rom several counties of the State, they returned
to Duviess county to renew the altack, many
wanton attacks and violations of the rights of
citizens took place ut this time from the hands of
this hellisa band.

I, believing forbearance no longer to be avirtua,
agrin sent to the Major General for military aid,
who ordered cut Brigadier General Parks. Purks
came part of the way, but feariug his men would
mutinize and join the mob, he came on a head
and eonversec with me a coasiderable time.

The night previons to his arrival the wife of
Don Carlos Smith was driven from Lier house by
this ruthless mob, and came into Adam-ondi-
ahman, a distance of three miles, carrying two
children on her hips, one of which was _then
rising of two years old, the other six or eight

ed vpon Joseph Smith, inquired the cause of the

\great uproars he deelared he did not know, but

feared the mob had increaszed their humbers, and
was endeavoring to destroy us.

Iinguired of him if he had had any convers.-
tion with any ovne concerning the matter; he said
he had not, as he was only a private citizen of
the county; that he did not iuterfere with any
such matters,

He tola me there had been an order either from
General Atchisor. or Doniphan to the sheriff to
call out the militia, in order to queil the riotz..and
to go to him, he could give me any information
on this subject: on inquiring for the sheriff, I
found ‘hitn not. That between 3 and 4 o'clock,
p.m., George M. Hinkle, colonel of the militia in
that pl ce, called on me in company with Joseph
Smith, and said Hinkle said he had been in the
camp in arder to learn the intention of the same.
He said they greatly desired to see Jozeph Smith,
Lyman Wight, Sidney Rigdon, P. P. Pratt, and

months old, the snow being over shoe mouth
deep, and she having to wade Grand river which
was at this time waist deep, and the meb burnt
the house and every thing they bad in it—and
General Parks, passing the ruins thereof, sermed |
fired with indignation at their hellizsh conduct,
and said he had hitherto thought it imprudent to
call upon the militia under my command in con-
sequence of popular opinion, bnt he now consid-
ered it no more than justice that I shonld have
command of my own troops, and said to me, ‘]
therefore command ycu forithwith to raise your
companies imwediately, and takeggnch conrse as
ou may deem best in order lo tﬂeﬂe the mob
trém this connty.’

I then caﬂedy ont sixty men, and placed them
under the commaid of Captain David W. Patten,
and 1 also took aboul the same wumber. Capt.
Palten was ordered to Gallatin, where a party of
the mob were located, and I to Millport, where
another prriy was located. I and Captain Patten
formed the troops uuder our command, and Gen-
eral Parks addressed them as follows:—

‘Gentlemen, I deplore your situation, I regret
that transactions of this nature should have trans-
pired in our once happy State—your condition is
certainly not an enviable one—surrounded by
mobs en one side, and popular opinion and preju-
dice against you on the other; gladly would I fly
to your relief wilh my troops, but I fear it would
be worse for you—most of them have relations
li;*mg in this county, and will mot fizht against
them.

One of my principal ecaptains, nemely Samuel
Bogard, and his men have already mutin zed, and
have refused to obey my command.

I can only say to vou, gentlemen, follow the
command of Colonel Wight, whom I have com-
munded to disperse 2ll mubs found in Daviess
county, or to make them prisorers and brng
them before the civil authorities forthwith.

I wish to be distinctly understood that Colonel
Wight is vested with power and authority from
e to disperse from your midst alt who may be
fourtl on the side of mobocracy in the county of
Daviess,

I deeply regret, gentlemen, (knowing as I do
the vigilance and perseverance of Colonel Wight
in the cause of freedom and rights of man) that |
could not even be a coldier under his command
in quelling the hellish ontrages [ have witnessed.

I conelusion, gentlemen, be vigilant and per-
severe, and allay every excitement of mobocrsey.
I have visited your place frequently—find you %o
be an indusirivus and thriving people, willing 1o
abide the laws of the land. And I deeply regret
that you coiild not live in peace and enjoy the
privileges of freedom. 1 shall now, gentlemen,
relurn and dismiss my troops, and put Captain
Bogard under arrest—leave the sole charge with
Colonel Wight, who I deem sulficiently qualified
o perform according to law in®all mililary oper-
alions neceseary.’

Captain Patien then went to Gallalir. When
coming in sight of Gallatin, he discovered about |
100 of the mob holding some of tiie Saints in

bondage, and tantalizing others in the most scoen- |

dalous manner. At the sicht of Captain Pauttey
and company, the mob took frigh's and such was
theiv bumy to get away, some cut the'y bridle
reing, and some pulled the bridles from their
horses’ heads, and went off with al) speed.

1 went to Millport, and on my way dis +
that the inhabi!anﬁ had b?cum{: m-.r?:ge&tgge:;;
oiders of Generals Doniphan and Parks. and that
they had sworn vengrance, not only agamst the
church, but also ugainst 1
gether with General Atzhison, and 1o cariy ont

their plans; they entered into oue of the mast
diaboliczi schemes ev

these hellish schemes
oub,

Firstly, by loading their families and goods in
covered wagons, setting fire to their houses,
moving into the midst of the mob, and erying ou,
‘the Mormons have difven ns and burnt ony

houses.” ' Ia this sitnation I fonnd the caintry
hetwee

were igeaiously carried

| prisoners into the camg

he two generals, ta-i

| fo be the most

- : and .
er entered into by man, and I possessed of the most

Wiy honse and Millport, and zlso found !

George W. Robinson.

Joseph Smith first inquired why they stould
desire to see him, as he lield no office, either eivil
or military. I next inquired why it was they
should desire to see a man oyl of his own
courv, ;

Colonel Hinkle here observed there is no time
for controversy; if you are 1ot into the camp im-
medialely, they are determined to come upon Far
West before the setting of the sun, and said they
did not consider us as military leaders, but reli-
zious leaders.  He said that if the aforesaid per-
sons went into the camp, they would be liberatel
that night orvery early next morning, that there
should be no harm done.

We consulted together and agread to go downs
on going about half the distance from the camp,
[ obseived it wounld be well for Generals Lucas,
Doniphan, and others, to meet us, and not bave
us go in so large a crowd of soldiers; accordinely
the wenerals moved onwards, followed by fifty
artillery men with a four ponnder. The whole
2200 moved in steady pace on the right and lefr,
keeping about even with the former.

General Lueas approached the aforesaid design-
aled persons with a wvile, base and treacherouy
look in his countenance. [ shook hands with
hiw, and saluted him thus: ‘we understand, Gen-
eral, you wish to confer with us a few moments;
will not to-morrow morning do as well,’

Al this moment George M. Hinkle spake and
said, ‘Liere, General, are the prisoners 1 agreed lo
deliver to you.” General Lucas then brandished
his sword with a most hideous look, and said, ‘you
are my prisoners, and there is no time for talking
at the present, you will march into the camp.’ =

At this moment | believe that theie were 500
Eur.n cocked, and not less than twenty caps burst-

d, and more hideous yells were never heard,
even if the descuiption of the yells of the damned
in hell is true, as given by the modern seets of the

day.

i J;'hﬂ' aforesaid designated pereons were (hen
introduced info the midst of 2200 mob militia.
They then calied out a guard of 9) men, placinz
30 around the prisoners, who were on duty two
hours aid four off: the prisoners were placed on the
ground with nothing fo cover but the heavens,
amd they were overshadowed by clouds that
motstened them before morning.

Sidney Rigdon w ho was of a delicate constitution,
received a slight shock of apoplectic fits, which
exciied great langhter and much ridieule in the
guard aud mob wilitia. Thus the prisoners
spent a doleful night in the midst of a prejudiced
and diabolical community.

Next day Hyrum Smith

L

and Amasa Lyman
were dragred from the .

ir families, and brousht
: _ 3 they alleging un other
reason {or taking Hr:.fruur: Smith than that he was

brother to Joe S, the Prophet, and oue of
his FJw:ngeIura s President of the Chureh.

The prisoreis spent this day as comfortubly as
could be £xpected under the existing circum-
siance:.  Night came on, and under the daik
sPadows of the night, General Wilson. subaltern
ol Geueral Lucas, took we one side, and said, ‘we
do not wish to hurt you nor kill you, neithier shall
you be, by God; but we have one thing against

ou, and that is, ruu are too friendly to Joe

ith, and we believe him to be a God d——d

rascal! and, Wigh?, you know all abgut his ehar-
acter.” [ gaid, ¢I do, sir.’

*Will you swear all you know concerning him?
said Wilson. ‘I will, sir,’ was the answer |
zave. ‘Give ws the outlines,’ said Wilson. 1
tien told said Wilson I believed said Joseph 8inith
philanthropic man he ever saw, .
ap : pure anl republicun
prineiples, a friend to mankind, a m Jkor of peaces
and, sir, had it not been that I had given heed to
his connsel, I would have given yon hell before
this (e, with all your mob forces.’ |
. He then observed, ‘Wight, [ fear your Vfe is
in danger, for there is no end to the preju fies
against Joe Smith. ‘K.l and be o | 81
was my answer, e answoarel and siid: Sihire
13 10 be a court martial held this uighty, and will

Miliport evacuated and burnt.
Runniers were iougediately sept o the Govern-

you a‘tend, sir.” T will not, uuless compellad by
force;” was my repiy,



