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THE EDITOR’S COMMENTS.

WHERE IS ANDREE?

If scientific calculations can be de-
pended on, there I8 no reason why
Andree and his fellow-travelers should
not be safe and sound in winter quar-
ters somcwhere in the Arctic reglons.

In a tclegram from New York to the
Times-Herald it is stated that Eu-

wropean sclentific Jjournals announce
that the astronomers and meteoroiog-
dcal cxperts of several government ob-
servatories have recelved full meteor-
»logical reports for the month of July,
-when Andree left Danes igland; they
aave calculated the direction and the
wvelocity of the wind in the Poiar re-
gioneg during that month, and the co
elusion arrived at is, that the dar-
ing explorers, barring acuvidents, must
kave passed the Pole in less than six
4ays from the time of thelr departure,
and that thereafter they must have
foated to some part of Franz Josef

d.

A8 to the capability of the balloon
M. Lachambre states that It could
#oat for fifteen days. He believes that
& journey over the Ice in the summer
time would have been exceedingly
difficult In the small boat attachcd to
the balloon, and that the explorers con-
sequent!ly would Stay in some con-
venlent place untll later in the fall. If
dhey remain iIin winter quarters for
sclentific observatlions, they will not
»e heard from until next fall,

The reason why no carrler plgeons
aave returned I8 dlacussed by the
Austrian explorer Dr. von Payer. He
says it is sale to state that the plgeons,
unused to Polar conditions, have re-
fused to leave the balloon. They may
mave made an attempt but they have
returned. During extreme cold. weath-
er the birda soon become exhausted.

The revival of interest in Andree's
exploration haa resulted in thousands
of letters of inguiry as to the amount
of provisions carried by the travelers.
Xing Oscar has therefore requested
Dr. Beauvaias of Copenhagen, who sup-
plied the provisions, to state the exact
amount of food furnished. Dr. Beau-
wals reports that Andreec had ample
provisions for nine months, and that
#his quantity, If useg judiciously to-
zrther with what cam be procured by
#he explorcrs themselves, would, last
for two years. HIis report is aa follows:

"The Andree expedition has pro-
wvisions for nine months. All the boxes
n which the conserved food I1s kept
were made of copper, as iron would
mave had a disastrous effect on the
magnetie inatruments carried by the
axpedition. To occupy as little space
an poBslble they were made square in-
stead of round. The:food consists of
every kind of steaks, sapusages, hamas,
fish, chlekens, game, vegetables and
frult. If these provisions have been
saved, together with the food which
the explorers can procure through fish-
ng and hunting, thcy have suflicient
provisions to inst them two years.

“The .expedition 18 also furnished
with a new kind of Jozengezs of con-
ecntrated lemon juilce. This {s the first
time these have heen used by polar ex-
peditions, and it s expected thew will
abselutely prevent avery attack of
acrofula.

“Finally, the expeditlon Is provided
with twenty-five kilo of thin chocolate
cakes, mixed with pulverized pemmi-
can, To preserve this food agalnst
dampness it 13 packed in pergament.
covered with stannine, a brittle metal,
composed of tim, sulphur and copper,
and Inelosed in alr-tight boxes. Nan-

sen's expedition was also provided
with this food, and it was found to he

both nourishilng and plegsant to the
taste.”

It I8 belleved by those who still
have faith that he has not per-
ished, that Andree wjll- be heard
from by way of Siberia first, and.
the czar has issued a hkase to the Si-

berian goyernment oflinials charging
them to be on the lookout, and offer-
ing a handsome reward for the firs§
authentic news of the explorers. Thé

announcement that they must have
reached Franz Josef Land after
a successful aereal voyage across
the Arctic ocean, [n the ab-

sence of all communications with

- Ithe diatant region may sound as pure

guesswork, but many deductions

of
|sclence. when founded on observations,

have been verified to the Jetter.
Leverrier knew that there wasa planet
in space not before observed by any
astronomer and located it with unerr-
ing evactness. Helium was announced

to exirt from purely a priorl reason-,

ing. The sclence of physicd has postu-
lated an absolute zero, 272 degrees
Celgius, at whieh ail molecular and
chemical action ceases nnd at which
electrical resistance disappears,. nnd
the eonclusion has been approximately
verified by later experiments. The
reasoning as  to  Andres’s where-
abouts may not he considered mora
uncertain than these and other scien-
tific predictions. Should it be verifled,
it wllt certainly prove a great victory
for the meteorologists who have made
the calculations.

NOT A “CHURGH CANDIDATE "

The Outlook, an undenominational
paper pubtished in New York, in com-
common with other cotemporaries, fecls
exercised about the supposed political

power exerelsed by the Mormon Church.,
*The result of the munieipal electlon in’

Salt Lake City is taken as an evidence

that that “power is unbroken’ and that,

for the future it will be exercised in he-
half of the Churech. The Outlook has
this to say:

“That President. Wilford Woodruff's

demand at' the October conference that
Mormons should unite in politics was
taken as more weighty than the light
talk of an old man was shown (n the
results in Salt Lake City. John Clark,
the candidate for mayor of the citi-
zens, but a very devout Mormon and
the undisputed Church candldate, was
elected by a small majority. The Gen-
tile vote and the Independent vote were
divided among three candldates—all
Gentilles. Mr. Cinrk was supported by
the politicians whose names are al-
ways associated with church politica,
and the concluslon that the Chureh
elected him Is well supported. Bvery
Gentlle who was on the ticket with him
was defeated. Every Gentile who was
on the other tickets was serlously

{‘scratehed,’ and every Mormop running

recelved a comparatively large vote.
The same result was seen all over Utah.
Ogden's administration, as well as SBalt
Lanke's, will be In the hands of Mor-
mons, though in each the Gentiles form
the bulk of the population, The city
counci! in each case, by a majority of
Mormons, shows a result of religious
voting. The tendency of Mormons to
vote for men of their own faith has an
imiportant bearlng on national affalrs,
It is not Improbahle that next year a
legislature may be elected in TUtah
whiech will be 80 overwhelmlngly Mor-
mon that a United States senator wlll

be chosen who wifl give his chlef alle-
glance to the Church leaders.”

The quotation Is another illustration
of the tenacity with which even those
who should be teachers among their
tellow-men wlll cling to prejudices of
long standing. Misqonceptions once es-
tablished are not easily corrected. That
the Church is a “political power’ I8 one
of these lingering errors that. ghost-
like, appear and reappear when least
expected. |

The whole argument based on the re-
sults of the municipal elections Is a
fatlacy. Mr. John Clark was not a can-
didate of the Church, whether disputed
or undlsputed; nor was he elected by
Church Influence. Mr. Clark was the
candldate proposed by a committee of
citizens who united for the sole purpose
of workin~ for good city government.
1 In this committee were as many Gen-

tiles as Mormons, both sides being

represented 80 as to remove every just
iground for the charge of religlous par-
tisanship. Mr, Clark was after some
| discussion. decided upon. not hecause
‘of hia retigious affiliations, but be-
| ¢aupe it was belleved that he was the
‘candidate moat likely to carry the vie-
tory. The talk about a Church candi-
ddte or Church election is without foun-
| dation, and so is the rest of the allega-
| tions of the Outiook in this connevtion.

The Jeaders of .the Chureh, and the
members, in common with all good citi-
zens, have an interest In the establish-
ment of the Dest poseible government
in thelr pettlements and in the State, as
in natlonal affairs. As citizens 1t ix
their right and their duty to nid In the
accomplishment of this purpose to the
best of their abilityv. .They eclalm ne
other rights. If the Mormons merit
criticiam on thiz ground, a growing
class of voters all over the Republie,
and that of thc hest element, stand
condemned, too. But they all are om
constitutional eround, safe as long a=
that instrument of liberty remains.

THE PURLIC HAVE RIGHTE.

galt Lake City fs probably nbt woree
than any other city of a similar size,
in the Union, or in the world; probably
it Is much better than many; yet thore
arc conditlons that demand for thelc
sorrection the earnest efforts of wipe

and morally good servants of the pub-
lie. A recent oceurrence Is one Among
many in proof of this. If there are
dens within the corporation Ilimits
where men and women can congregate
and indulge in debauchery. quarrels
and murderous assaults with pistols
and razors, and If it has come to thin
that one class of toughs contemplate
the kiiling off of another class, “to
even things up,” it i time something
were done to purify the atmosphere for
the benefit of citizena by cleaning out
both mangs, and extinguishing abeo-
lutely the respective dens and haunts
of each.
i TUnfortunately some people see In
political success only A means of ob-
taining offices for the money there I8
In them, directly and indlrectly. They
claim as their right thc reward for po-
1tical pervices rendered and can see
no farther. They are blind to the fact
that the public have rights too—righta
of much greater Importance than any
individual little claims that may be
urged. They forget that publie men
are but servants properly accountable
to thelr masters for their stewardship.
Little Improvement Is to be hoped for
when the servants undertake to runm
the household in their own interest fn-
stead of with a view to benefit those
who placed them in charge.

The right of the public In this in-
stance I8 to have existing laws and
! ordinances carried out impartially 1w




