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The ¢cne itself is a very heavy
affair, weighing alone some six tous.
It is built entirely of five-eizhth-
inch stecl, eight feet in diameter al
the base, and conists entirely ot
warped surfaces, for which furmers
had to be made; the interior of the
blades are of somewlhat less than
semui-circular section, and they are
reiuforced on the outside by a quad-
rant brace plate, also of five-eighth-
inch steel, givivg the section of the
blade an inverted Y form, except
that the lines uare curved and not
straight. The bludes are two feet
deep at the base, tapering down to
almost-uothing at the point.—N. Y.
T¥mes.

NOTES.

PHILADELPliIA i8 agitating for
four-ccut milk. According te the
health authoerities of that city, the
law against adulterating this Huid
doesn’t amount toanything there;
80 it is quite possible that the agi-
tators may gain their peint without
serivus embarragsment to the milk
producers.

A STRANGE phenomeuon in the
heavens was noticed by many in
Lexiugtun, Ga., lately. It wasa
hazy celoud, aud encircfing the sun
was a coiuplete rainbow, with at
least half the hues. Home of the
people lovked upon it as the sign of
some calamity to eome, aud have
not reated easily since.

AN order has been issued at the
press censor’s department in St
I'stersirurg that no telegrams can
be either reccived or sent by the
papers betwceen six in the evening
und eight in_the morning. The
only reason ig‘that the officials of
the burean vbject to remain on duty
at night time.

A GENIUB has iuvented a machine
which serves a dJdish of iee-crcam
upon the dropping of a nickel in the
slot. 'The inveuntion removes the
gloom which comes with snmmer
from the soul of tire impecunious
and engaged young man who bas
had to buy unlimited cream in the
past at mounopolistic restaurant
prlces.

FREE dinners to the Viennese
school ehildren have done a vast
amount of good Lo the little ones
during the last two winters. The
meals have just ceased, but will re-
commeuce in November, and the
teachers state that both the health
aud learning powers of the children
show marked improvement through
the nourisihng food.

A CHIOAGO hoarding house keeper
“wasarrested on complaint of a censua
taker for refusing to reveal the ugres,
occupations, pedigrees and private
affairs of his boarders. He was dis-
charged, having pleaded ignorance
of the puints on which he had been
questioned by the enumerator. This
boarding house keeper is a rara avis.
He should be secured as a freak for
the World?s Fair with the man who
‘never said : “Is this hot enough for
you?”? The latier, however, has not
yet been lound.

BRAIN COVERS, OLD AND NEW.

The medern high silk hat, the hat
of civilizatiop and uitrarespecta-
bility, has frum time to time been
vigorously assailed and atlacked by
numer,us writers; but, strapgely
envugh,this flimsy eylindrieal head
}-ie(&e etill survives, and retains iis
ofty position in public estimation.
It has pe. er bad a serious rival. and
hslds its position mainly for two
reasons. First, because 4 more be-
coming substitute, and oune that
would harmonize with our present
sombre style of dress, remains yet fo
be introduced; and second, that un-
less such « substitute was adopted
and worn by our acknowledged
leaders of fashion, it would never
beconie general or popular.

Harmony plays an important
part as regards costume. The
three-cornered hal of the early
Ueorgian era  would hardly ook
well with the suher regulation froclk-
coat of to .ay, aud a high silk hat
would look equally ridiculous
crowniug a peruke, or with a all-
buttomed coat of the last century.
The hats of the Sluart period were
bhotn  picturesque and admirably
suiled to the style of dress worn iu
those days of gourgeous attire and
personal decoration. Sioce then,
hats, like olher things, from a pic-
turesque point of view, have gradu-
ally degenerated.

The first tall hats began to be
worl in Epgland towards the close
of the last century, although the
shape is paid to have been derived
from the high-crowned hatof Queen
Elizabeth’s time. They were very
heavy, and covered with beaver,
and were readily superseded by the
Freunch sitk hat, introduced about
filty years ago, which had the ad-
vantage of being lighter while it
retained its stilffuess. Siuce theu,
although Lhey have uudergone
mauy varieties of furm, the material
has not heen altered. From time to
time the changing hand of fushion
has slightly varied its shape, either
in mouhling the sidea or playing
fantastic prauks with thebrim. We
have had the solemn flat-brimmed
“‘stovepipe” of imposing dJimen-
sious, aud the jaunty bell-topper,??
with a curly brim, and numerous
variations'between. - Then we have
had hats tall and short, bell-shaped
and conical, some with perpewmdicu-
lar aud others with curved sides,
unbil ac last it would appear in the
courge of time we shall arrive as the
earliest style again.

It is saind, “A man unly becomes a
man when he is clothel.?? 1f so,
hig hat gues a long way to make- or
mur his personal appearavce. The
most that ean be said for the modern
hat is that its absolute rigidity
carries with it & certain dignity.
But titting hermetically tothe head,
it bathes the sealp in perspiration.
probably causing premature bald-
ness, aud, further, it is ineapable of
proper ventilatlon. No one will
venture to dispute thut the primary
design und use of a hat gshould Le as
a covering to the hiead, and to pro-
tect and shelter that valuable por.
tion of the body from the excess of
heat, cold, and exposure. There-
fore, it Is most essential a hat should
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be well and properly ventilated,
light, comfortable, and easy to wear,
and also myoiufactured of a material
that is adapted to our variable cli-
mate. A perfeet hatat.ould be neith-
t tuo tali nor too low. [t should bind
the Lhead tightly at no portion andl
be graeeful in shape as well as quiet-
ly tasteful
with the hue of thecolor worn with
it. Bucha hat is pot always pro-
curable ready made even in the
largesl cities where hat stores
abound. Itissomewlat remarkable
that the modern hat Jdoes not fulfil
4 Binvle one of these wnecessary
qualifications. [t has not even the
rederming point of being pictur-
esque, yet it is uow worno and found
among all the civilized nations of
the earth, and is often found erown-
ing the head of a tusky mounarch or
savage chief ag their full-uress cos-
tumae on state ociaslons. Certain
clagses are very couservative in their
style of hats, which easily betray
their calling, even to the inexperi-
vnced eye. Theeclerical hat with the
hroad brim, or the soft felt, is un-
mistakable. The man of sporting
prociivities is fond of short crowuns
and  uwell.eurved bhrims, while the
actor not unfrequently affects the
soft felt or the “~Rembranit®’ type,
with a brim of large or small pro-
portions. The Buriay vhapeau nf
the coster has a distinet individual-
ity. which would be hard to mis-
take, and the old-fashioned ‘bell-
topper,” covered with beaver, is
atill deur to the heart of the eountry
farmer. [t is easy to distinguish a
German or a Frenchman in our
streets by hig bat, aud the Euglish-
mal, as A rule. equally betrays his
nationalily when abroad. Divers
and strange are the variety of uses
iiat: are put to at times, fromn mak-
ing a eollection tu the receptacle for
a doetor’s stethoscope, and for carry-
ing numerous articles.

Whatever roay be ju the near fu-
ture we know not, but the perfect
hat yet remains to be designed. To
become popular and generally worn,
it iz esseutial that it should be suit-
able te our moderu mode of attire,
and look well. It must afford pro-
tection to the head from all excesses
of our changeable climate, be light
and easy to wear, capable of suffl-
cient ventilation, and "composeit of
a materiai that will not easily spoil.
—AMetropolitan.

—

Tig Freuch Chamber of Deputies
has under cousideration a plan of
taxation winch, if earried owi, will
bring in a consideratle sum of
money, and may tend to lessen an
objectionableaystern. 1t is proposed to
prohibit, under peualties, betting for
smaller amounts than 1.6 or 1 ; that
is, bettingon race courses and the
like, and to conipel all those wlio en-
gage in this pursuit to pay to the
government & tax of 10 per cent. on
all bets made, the money thus ob-.
tained to be used 88 a fund, out of
which those incapacitnted men who
can shiow that they have heensniall
wage earuers for a long period of
yearg, say, thirty, forty or fifty, can
receive slight pensions. Thatis, the
vices of the community are fo be
taxe for the purpose of yiving aid to
a needy and deserving class.

in volor. harmonizing -



