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THE TRICKY UTAH commission

WE publish todtodaysy the report of the

utah commission for the present year

as furnifurnishedshea to its organ in this city

with the exception of documents that

have already been printed a d do not
need to be republished

it is a characteristic prodproductionaction die

honest um truthfUl cunning and full
of the pettifog especial pleading and

found intrickery which are usually
the later reports of that useless and

again we notice theexpensive body
absence of the name afp

that sturdy old warrior gen me

Cldemandernand who has proved himself
all along too honorable to endorse the
subterfuges of hisbis associate officials it
is signed by all ththee others

therhe first part of the rfsportreport deals
with the political change which has
taken pla e in utah it is spoken of
as budde 11 and the sincerity of the
people is a doubtful way

the writers being too cowardly either
to deny or cruiess their belief in it
tutbut in a shifting way express the doubt
that other people are alleged to feel

the luddensSud dens change the
nathncatl Q of the Peopeoplespless party had been
contemplated andnd dh cussed for years
and it is well known waswag as gradual
usas anything of the kind could poapos-
sibly be

the commissioners parade their ap-
pointment of judge zane and secre-
tary bells as registration officers as

proof that the commission has not ap-
pointed irresponsible and disreputable
persons for such places toe selection
of those gentlemen was everywhere
hailed as a new departure a sud-
den change on the part of
the commission there isin no
need here to give a detailed list
uloi persons who were not only irrespon-
sible and disreputable but whose record
since has demonstrated theirheir dishon-
esty and chicanery the appointment
oiof the two gentlemen named is viewed
Usas the exception which proves the
rule of improper selectionsselection and that tois
utui dorious in the territory

the commissioners deny that they
upproved of changes that were

made by the legislature in the elec-
tiontion laws but which were vetoed by
the governor they resort to the
pettifogging method of playing upon
the word approved s and sayany they
bad no authority to Appapprove every
body knows they had no official au-
thority in the premises but every sanegone
person also knows that the commis-
sioners could express their approval of
tiietie changes and as a matter oiof
fact they did so and it was largely
I1 because they did so that the legislature
passed the measure making the
changes Asan to the governor as part
in the matter we have nothing to say
we are dealing now with the tricky
ut h commission

but it is on the polygamy ques-
tion that these officials display
their malicious and paltry un
truthful ot as in its vilest form
referring to the resolutions adopt-
edC d at the general conference of
00octol er 1891 they enter an evasive
and contemptible answer the con
gerence denteddenied emphatically a former
statement by the commission to the
effect that the church dominates its
members in political matters and that
a number ot persons in utah had
e into polygamous marriages
since the issuance of the manifestomani fecto
against them 4 the commissioners
nowBOW try to make it appear that
thothe first dentaldenial amounts to a
confession that church domination in
politicspoliticediddid exist in the pastpact and as
to the legal polygamous marriages saygay
the reports on which their information
was founded are on file and that the
officers who furnished it live in and
8arere familiar with the precincts they
further plead that neither they nor
these effiofficerscers can have anything to
gogainin by perverting the truth

the language used by the confer-
ence signified as plain as words could
make itsit thateliat no such domination as
charged by the commission
had been exercised by the church
the case of excommunication
rereferredferrod to in a garbled way
by the commission does not affect the
matter one lotsiota but only showsbows to
what miserable means those officials
resort to try and make a point and di-
vert attention from the main issue
the reference by the conference toke
the appearance of a union of church
and stateslate in consequence of men hold-
ing both ecclesiastical and civil offices
was not soyany admission of the charge
of the but was cited in
explanation of an appearance that was
not a reality the quirk by which the
commission attempt to take advantage
of this exposes their pettifogging pro-
clivitiesclivi ties

what they charged sendand what the
conference denied waswai that a certain
number of personspersona during the year
then last past had entered into
polygamous marriages this was aloal o
denied by the president of the church
who should know of the facts the
commissioners now say denials
audand denunciations prove nothing
perhaps not neither do unsupported
assertions particularly when after be-
ing challenged not a sc untilla of evi-
dence to substantiate them is offeredoff red
this is the situation denials and de-
nunciationsnuno lations do prove something under
thesethaw circumstances they prove that
the utah commissioners either dare
not bring forward their alleged proofs
of informinformationution or that they have none
to produce denials and denuncia-
tions in the face of their failure after a
yearns chilchallengelenge are worth more than
their trumped up assertions for which
they offer no proof I1

but they dodge again from the
question as to the fact of nownew polyga-
mous marriages being contract-
ed to6 the question of belief
in the rightfulness of such
marriages in the absence of civil law
against it they quote dr talmage
and the statements of the presidency
before the master in chancery which
related to the belief of the latter day
saints to bolster up their own falsealso
charges about recent plural marriages
pettifogging again in its most despic-
able shapeshapel what certain persons may
possibly believe is one thing what they
aarere charged with doing tois another and
different thing the attack upon presi-
dent joseph F smith is of the same
sort he denied the truth of the com-
missionersmissionersnerserss charges his seclusion and
hisbig religious belief had nothing to do
with the issue

the in the dasdaa
attempt of the commission to

make it appear that the manifesto was
a pretense and that polygamy stillabill
exists ia18 the assertion that the
commission hasha reports of fifteen male
persons who are believed to have en-
tered into polygamous marriages during
the last year and of more than three
hundred persons who are known or
believed to be living in polygamous
relationsrelational19

observe the cunning way in which
these charges are put soBO as to do-
as much dodamageina ge as possible
and creep out of the responsibility of
preferring them they have reports
the reports speak of male persons be-
lievedli to have entered into these mar-
riages or who are believed to be now
living in polygamous relations
shame on the cowardly officials who
make these statements in this non-
committal timorous and misleading
manner if we were to tell all the tal 8
we haveb ave had by wiyway of reports to us
bf the doings of some of these ban
commissioners here and elsewhere
they would be planting suits for libel
or hidingbiding their heads on the under
ground P

it Is believed they say by
whom no answer we challenge
the commissioners to produce the
names of the accused and the names of
their accusers they have been thus
challenged when they bore similar
false witness before but they have
been asan silent as the grave on this
question of proof they dare not give
the names lest their craven and


