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THE BRIGGS TRIAL

THE highly seasoned sensation
which the non interested public has
beell promising itself upon the return
of dr briggs from europe is liable to
prove a crushing disappointment
during the general of his
case in the presbyterian assembly and
the settoset to that followed among the
trustees of the university in which he
was a professor briggs made a bold
show of independence and professed
much eagerness for his trial before
the court of ecclesiastics he circu-
lated his views through the papers
pretty extensively and seemed alto-
gether satisfied with the opportunity
his notoriety afforded him to getgei his
ideas before the public

A few months in europe seems to
have greatly modified hisbib ardor his
position even among those who thanlean
to hisbis side of the controversy tois not
so hopeful since the cool weather
has set in and he now talks
of taking advantage of that alterna-
tive in his church which grants for-
givenessgi veness to his class of offenders upon
confession of inability to express
themselves at all times precisely as
they mean

dr briggs has been prominent
among sectarian educators for over
twenty years and was only a short
time before his trouble with the church
advanced to tile chair of professor of
biblical theology in the leading pres-
byterianbyterian college of the united states
it will be a singular spectacle he willwilI1
now make in claiming amnesty
upon the grounds of being in-
capable of expressing himself
clearly such a plea if admitted by
the court of ecclesiastics will not only
manifest a general cowardice with all
concerned but will show conclusively
that there was much more otor salary
than of conscience in the doodoctorstors
church and scripture operations

the fact is the attitude which
bringsbriggs has assumed is a very strange
and inconsistent one for a man of his
intelligence to takepike it Is not
a rare or unreasonable thing
for the members of the presbyterian
church to rebel against the so called
revision process which its creeds are
now undergoing but for a leading
member of any church to deny in pub-
licalicasas briggs hashag done his belief in the
fundamental doctrines of hisbis
and while setting up a new religious
code upon hishie own plan still to claim
the right of recognition as a biblical
authority and to teach in the church
schools and preach his new

doctrines from the church
pulpits is one of the rarest pieces of
impudence that any church has yet
confronted

As for the briggs interpretation of
the bible it is distinctly modern and
altogether taking among progressive 1

religionists it in a theory of scriptureture
that itsin strictly up with the times and
its promulgation in spite of the
thunderboltsthunderbolt of wrath from high
church quarters has drawn to

its author a following so strong
as to threaten the dissolution of the
church thesisthis ia the reason that the
more politic ministers in the begin-
ning worked very hard to put a tem-
porary injunction upon both the doodoc
tor and hisbis accusers hoping that a few
months of quiet would bring both to
their senses and save the church

but while such a compro-
mise was satisfactory to the ac-
cusers the ambitious professor
with the university trustees at hisbis back
refused to subside and really forced an
investigation which from the begin-
ning has been pursued with fear and
trembling the easecase may come to a
sudden termination through briggsbrigga
being induced to yield in the manner
we have explained otherwise the
affair is liable to drag on for a year or
more the conditions are such that the
presbyterian church people cannot
now relent very much without danger-
ously compromising their creed

EARLY CLOSING MOVEMENT

an out of doors meeting was held in
front of lipman wallerstein co 8
clothing store monday night by a num-
ber of organizations working under and
belonging to the federated trades
union the demonstration was made
by retail clerks in favor of the early
closing movement and the music and
speeches were received with applause
an open barouche in which mr
sleater of the federated trades acted
as master of ceremonies was used bby
the speakers in addressing the crowycrowd

JUDGE POWERS
was the first speaker he believed
that organization was necessary in all
things where success was expectexpectedted
As to the Jjustness of the subject under
discussion there was a question of
fairness to one classclam and equally good
results to the other some of the
merchants had consented to fix a
reasonable hour for closing their
business houses but a small number
were objecting to this course claiming
the right to govern themselves accord-
ing to business chances and as their
own interests might dictate the
queequestiontion of the quantity of the goods
sold did not outcut a figure in the matter
at all it was only this could not all
agree upon reasonable business hours
and by strictly adhering thereto dispose
ofjust as much and at the same time
allow their employedemp loyes an opportunity
for reasonable hours of rest and re
creation only by such a course
can the best efforts be brought out of
them

all work and no play makes jack a
dull boy is just as true of the old
jacks as the young jacks and when
our large business men once realized
that it is flesh and blood they are
dealing with and desirous of reaching
out to they will be the largest gainers
thetherebyreby moral suasion isin a power all
must feel it is right for men to meet
and properly express their wants and
demand all rights not iuin conflict with
others this is a case of mutual
benefit 1 I help you and you help me
and together we will do more for our
selves than by disconnected efforts

JUDGE BOWMAN
was next introduced he said you
are here tonight simply to ask that all
shall live up to fair and honest


