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peter crandall was not an ill natured capap

tidus or faultfindingfault findanfindingc man and yet the homeborne of
peter crandallCra was not a happy homebome very
little sunshine streamedcreamed inili across thehe thresthresholdhoidhold
was it his fafaultfaullu it A visitor who saw
herhj inin her usual moomoodd mimightlit if his
sioni nele rade froin first impressions lean to
this opinion b she inclined to fretfulness and
impatienceimpatieatlence and scolded theiha children

husband could Oseasee little in theinthem totd
blameybalmiz 15 1

the C randalls were poor mr crandall
was a mechanic and earned echanics
wageswa es mrssirs crandall wasivas the mother of five
childrenchildrenschild renythethe oldest of them thirthirteenthirtiestien years old
but lirtheir left nothing to spare
for the hire of a domestic the work fellfeli
ulioupon her she was toil wornbornandand toil weary
at the of each day and the same al-
thoughthod h nolobotlo an equal extent might be said ofaf
her hushusbandbild he hadbad more strength0 for his
wormwory

7 anddd therefore could endure greater
fatifatigueomud he had the advantage too which
was0 mostmort important one of freerree doom from
causescaulescauses of nervouss excitement and the

that followed belaboredtte labored on
a t brielbrie ll of work u all day
longiong whilehi I1 e she was subject to perpetual and

ancolit itinterruptions incident edherto her position
of mi h i and housekeeper

between peter cracrandalladall and hishig wife there
diddiu notriot seem to exist much affection they
never jokeabde 1lovingoving words nor manifested ex-
cept on rare occasions any pleasure at meet
ynging or any mutual interinterestest the little court-
esies of life were somasomisomethingthing in their
chcheechaechaerlesrles dwelling rude boisterous quar-
relsometelrel some the children grew up bringing discord
into the house that as uncomfortable enough

sa- re e ableabie ininmateii ate the mother
abowdecotded and punpunisheddished in anger but saw no
goodgood result of her discipline toe father
so dyesnoesDoesea scolded in concert buhbulb Ilaysewaysays felt
an unpleasant sensation afterward as if liehe
had been doing something wrong i

I1

andwilds so0 the years nand th ps a barmsbarnsmi
camcamee nt across the threshold intotheir dwel-
linglin occasionally mr crandall obtained a
blbriefrief glance into some other homes and a tiiethe

lonion passed a sigh would dist irb
liishis bos Cmemmrm warmth wrewere there

something wabwasaas vironiironwrong in hi own home that
he had great while anabe did not
wholly blamebiame his wife but the
tion of the wrong he could nevneverr clearly per-
ceive64 inthe beibelbeginninginning etwas different then

1

therethera wabwaa warmth in the heark inih
h 1 ii wife abutin mem

ory maradaymarked dasday afafteraflererdayday aas a dial records

the advancing shadow lowthe bribrightnessatness of
herner facefacofac diminished steadily until1 all was
eclipsed ALAW if liehe hadbad dreamed ofodthethe causeausel
but mr crandall was not a man nhoho looked
inward upon bishis own lifeilfe not a man whoaho con-
sidered hlahia actions in their affect upon others
he was moreover a silent undemonstrative
man his feelings heile gave
few outifard signsigns by which any one could
read liislilsLi heart here lay the origin of the
trouble at home the beginning of the eclipse
that left his little world in almost total dark-
ness when it should have bebeenbeehen roadbroad noondaynoon davday
it was enough for mrs crandallCrandallinin the earli-
err yearyears of their wedded life to know that
her husband loylovloverheredher hecher heart asked for
no more she wanted loving looks and 1lovingoyidovin
words alsoaiso aadarid for lack of these its treen

and its blossoms faded hav
hg told her in the beginning that he loved her

havingbaying afterwards inmarnarri edher inin proof of bibbis
declaration and havinghaung eyer since worlworkeded
dailydally for the psustaininghafof his home and kekeepe
inghering herber as far above wwantadf as it viswas possible
for himbim to do ainair crandall saenosaw no reason
why beallbeailbe allail theotimethehe time passing compli-
ments ilehe do itii ttI1 in him
he wawoulduiaula hhaveave feltfel ashameddofof atas a weak-
nessrulruuess ll11 1

Aand so almost from the beginning he faifal ed
tto9 little outward affectaffectionign

1

thoseze pleasant toktokenen of kindnessss sagraso gratefulatef u
ioib all when his wife

I1 said as wa soften ththe
case durindufinduring the first yearsear ta at succeeded theirweir
marriamarriagegoi thank you peter and smiled
gratefully iair return for some little act of aind
nessless or ap sed pleasure when he came
homehdm froni his workork at eveninevelineveningg drawldrawingi ng her
himfararm aroundund his neck and kissing him or told

I1 bimbowhim howbow lonesome she felt all cay and whit a
light his coming brought into their littfelittle home
peter craCrancrandallodaiodaldailddllleitfeitfelt aaglowolowglow ofor pleasurelasurlabur indisin his
heartI1 but it did not Comecome within the range of
his imagination dull at best to conconceivebelve
that like words from him would be to the spirit
of his like dew to the thirsty grobingroundd
and so be never expressed pleasure at meet-
ingin but ratherlather affected fromtromm a kind of false
prine a certain coldness as though it werenvere ai
lack of maimanlinesscliness to act differently no mattenmatter
howbov mapy littielittle attentions his wiwifellevre inimightt
show him no matter what bheshe prpreparede

i pred lorse
blabia rereturnturri nor with what daidaldaintyity skill she
cooked the eveninevening or noonday inmealsealseais he never
pra sedsed and rarerarelyty ggavepaveave even the meagre re-
ward of expressed gratification but itif things
went wrongwron if the coffee was bad or the
brebreadad sour or the meat burnt in cooking he
wa surelure to speaksp akolout and not alwaysin over
choice words

As mrs crandall began to failfall inin outwardq
1

signssimp of affection peter perceived their with-
drawal as the gradual failing of sunshine
nhen clouds gathergathier oerover the sky in filmy veilsvelis
that deepen into obscuringI1 cuiculcurtains but thet he
cansdansbinse was to him a masterymystery he felt aass otor
old to his wife and worked for her as cheer-
fully as in the beginning the home feeling
was arstrongas strongcr as ever andandaferafterafler withdraw ng
from the outerlutei world whenwhan the night shadowss
fell he had not the bbeginningng of a desire to go
abroad from his humble sanctuary shorn as it
waswa of a chief attraction theahe smiles and
loving tones and words of his changing0 wife

from this inauspicious beginbeginningning wentberit on
steadily the unhappy change the coming of
children which on their adventadient was likeathethe
failingfalling down upon them of sunbeams through
suddenly rifteddrifted clouds increased instead of di-
minishingmini shing the unpleasant aspect of thingsr in
thethie house ofleterof peter crandall if the mother s
heart had been cheerful and strong if her
husband had notapt shutaut out the light it needed to
keep its green and its
flowers in bloom thithiss wouldwon I1 d not havehake beenbee
so the cheerful spirit would have given life
to the bod wouldouid have filled eyersevera nerve
with vital force and every muscle with
strength for dailydalls toil but the children prov-
ed moreamore a burden than a comfort there was
in their home so little sunssunshinebinetbinel that few
green things ilourflourflourishedi shed in their hearthearts and the
opening oiof a flower was of rare occurrence
but thornathorns to woung andaridi weedssweeda to offend yvereiverewere
there and hourly the seemed to gain a ranker
grgrowthohh

how it wagwas in the home of peter crandallcranda
will be clear to eafeveryry odeone now there are
around us thousands and chousathousandslugofof such
homes all the chambers of which areaie madewade
dark and cheerless for lack of thetho small
sweet courtesies ot life so cheaply oivengiven

tgiven and
i so magicalma acalinin their effect 5

onedasone day peterveter crandall wabwaiwas sentpentsi t by his em-
ployerspl to do some work in1

n the house of acus
tomer tbt work haplihappenedened to bebk iriiliin the fam-
ily sitting room in which werevere four children
withulith thertheir mother the lady spoke ioto him
politelypolite when he came in and the childrentreatstreated him respectrespectfullyfally helie hadbad been at
work onlylyaiyaA little while when his attention
was attracted by a Terequestquest from the mother
to one of the children to go up stairs and bringJ
fierflerher lorhesome article sedna we baysay bequestTe tuestquest
fortor thisis was the form of words I1 uttered theith
child went instantinstantlylk

thank youou deardearll said the mother

V

crandall turned and looked at the child
herhar countenance was tranquil and happy

ianejane I1 will take those scissors if you
please

1

crandall looked again it was the mother
who had spoken 4

poneone of the children was
sitting on the floor busily engage dirdin cutting
out pictures but shshebhee started ijup intinstantlyantlanti andarid
brobroughtlight the scissorststo herier mother 1

thankThankyouyou dear was the mothers ac-
knowledgmentknow of the servaceservice asinasiras in thehe former
case

awillwill youou want hemthem iluIdi ig askelasked thetueth e chichildd
no dear only a few minutes then you

shall hhaveiveave them aagainainaln 11
i I1 i1

1

thetthem1I he childchiid stood patiently by heherbinhereinmothersothers
side until the scissors were out of 9serviceervice and
then received them f

thanethany youou 1 sheashle said as shebhe took them
fromrom hand and then danced back
ringingloging to her place on jibethe floor the
picturesres fay

all thisth iss ass beautiful anald he
sighedached as the llafiaharsherfiher mageimageI1 oiof itsins ownowl home
intrudedtrueded itself ht while yet i at work the husbus
babandn anandaddid father famecame homehole his presence
wwasas liaiiahaded1lieailea Wdifoith aligdelightlafit everyeiery child had
comethsomethingin- to show or tellteil falmfaim andaid he eenteredalered
into the ffeelingseerlings of each praisingpralsingpraising their little
eichiiichiachievements and approving wherever there
seemed a gofficechance for wordscords of approbation
jtit was the gamecamesame tovtottowards his wife6 she spoke
of adinesome direction she hadbad bgivenliven foto Crandllcrandall

1 thabthat wasas right behe answered adding
how thoughtful youiayoulaou iarejarerp 1 i

A pleasant smile weiltL fieveover the cifes counte-
nance

your forgott y0d pocketodret
I1 ir 1 this

11

17 said the lattelatterfl Ii anding thol ihlae
linen to her tihusbandslisband ittlit ft i

so odidI1 dd thank houi deardearadearlf laad he ree
calved the handkerchiefh merch leriff ithhh as polite acaci r

t
jt in marlmarimanneri asis inni wordards

manydiany 0otherther little iinstancesalane s of home cour-
tesies were observed by crandall who lefleftathethe
houhousee when abts work was completed with a
new

i

impression chireor lifeilfe siastastamped upon his con-
sciousness

gropness theth linage 0of that ppleasant home
waswaW fixed atoi hisbis mind wetille a thin beauty
ilehe badhid dreamdreamedpd tahfantltanfan tl p suchbuch home or
read of them in book butnt the reality was
before him the husbushusbandbandbana andina father whosewhosel
presence badbid that home hebe knew
in a general wayw ay asaawaas a thrivingahm ing man of business
who came frequently totoi thel establishment
where he worworkeded his face worevora generally
a grave aspect a biffle sour liehe had thought
Hheabadhadbad not given fofor much kind-
liness

ind
of feeling and wasivas therthereforeHore the cidrecadre

impressed by whatwhet he had seehseen r
Jthe bwsweetet piuplumi

i calcai waywiy irialiin which thank
boil deade ir

I1

r had vlbeenedlegl solidgafa reciprocally by
mmotherther ami children many tenisitime andonand on all
occasions of services rendered no matter how
small hadbad found an echo in his mind yerevere itit
was continacontinuallyallyaily repeated until thank yauyou
deardaar as he musedmusadsedted aebigaffaachig work cametame almost
tobohiahi s lifalif a inift vocal utterance V

when crandalOrandallandali went homehomed at nightfall he
was still dreamingdreadinI1 over the picture ohischig mind
and the words ththankank you dear ivereevere still
echoing herethere in a kind of low music helashe was

veryery much suksubdueddued intin feelingselings al and
there wasiwaslcasianan air of languor about himsbimlas he
came into the room where his wife kwaswasiwas at
work gegettingting supper ready that weslie observedsomethinglhingas somethingsome unusual

bjanejane take your fathers coat and hang it
up 11 said mrs crandallCra idall to her eldest daughd
ter i

the pirgir obeyed but there waswag no affect joriforiiori
in her nnaraamannerner and she moved in a lliloliosilesstiesfiessfless Ssortort
of way towards her father and reached out
11 edat mfalf crandall gavegive her
theahe garment saying thank you dear

Z

the words were spontaneous lotofnot of designdesigne
arandid spoken witha tender atteutterancerance Hhee I1vaswasas
but repeatrepeatingiriglilg the tones that werevea still aund
ing in hihiss memory

what instant life seemed totor quicken through
the childs framelframe she galeonegagaveveoneone glance of sur-
prisee intonto her fatherafathersfathersbera face and then ktestesteppedi ppedpr
aadayt say wwithA the coat likefike oheoneode wellwill pleased to
rrender a service rc I1

mr crandall wagwas surprised at hinihinlhimselfselfseif andind
foranfor an instant half ashamed of bp hadbad
done as if it were a weakness 11T 1

siwillwill you haebave a glass of water asked
Jjaneane coming back to her father

it you plemplea ePe
mr Crcrandallandali wondered at his own replyrily al-

mostm as much as his wife and children wonder-
ed A yes bror vodoi was
tomed answer to nearly all questions

with what ilsalisa feet dladid jane triptritrlpromfrom the
room in aa twinkling she waswa s backwithback with a
cool glassglas of water for her father who as he
received it from her handfiand said thank youool jto the child all unaccustomed to such an
acknowledgment for ananyleservice these awotwo
little words were felt toto be a sweet reward

the fathers altered mannmannermannener and waya ofex
speaking wis perc ened bby the bildaliachildren aasq
wellweil as by their motmo theranherand alfacifas if by magicmagic
the whole sphere of their lives seemed chang-
ed

bring down your Blipslipperspers asked
jane returningr to her father 1 I

yes a good girl he answered my
feet are achlachiaching9 in these heavy boots

As jauejane leftleft the room with a springingngin step
mr crandall commencedcommended drawing boots
they were no sooner laid upon the floor than
two little fellofsfelfeilovs caught hold of them each de-
sirous of an approving wordward as a rewardrevard for
service rendered their tired father

lilill put one in the closet andands johijohn the
atotherotharher if
i what brave little men exclaimed mr
crandall really pleased at heart and mani-
festing his pleasure inthein the tones of hihishibs voice

pmim a thousand times obliged to youyougyouadyoua2 r
jane returned with ahthee slippers igainioa a jewfewy

moments andrland stooping dawni drew themtheofi upon
berherfier fathers feltfefee when she ros eup with
cheeks glowing and eyes dancing in a new
light mr crandall thought her face looked
really

ahanleyThAnley bu dear 1 thefordThe wordwords came now
really fromorom his healtheart i

mrmrsmra crandall booked andalfid listened wonder-
ingly while a strastrangngeeglowglaw pervaded her bo-
som what could be ttb6e meaningleaning of all this
in a qquiet pleased way the children gathered
around thielthai r ffathgriirer one climbing uaupon his

11 1

gae 11
what iwo yau been doindoln 11 ddayay jimmyammy95

asked mjair crandall of the ap
childii d

11 pialiplayingr
na

z
evasivaswas the simple answer

have you been a good boy
ij 1 1NT 11 answered the childchialdin

ilimm sorry jimmy must try andanil be abooda goodrood
Wboy aliall what have yohyouyou been

1
play-

ing fit

I oh
I1
everything horses anandd dodogsgs and

turninguaningI1 up jack fias motherbothir says
mrlir claridcrandallml laughed out attl the reply say-

ing
you turned rupmp jack mostly I1 supposalsuppose
wellweliwe I1 guess I1 did

mrme crandall laughed again thetiie spirit of
good nature Wswas transferred into every heart

even mrs crandall usually in a fretted
staestate of mind ffeltfeit its genial influence

jimmys been ita right good boybok todayto dayI1ay
saidbaid shelshe idiri an approvingapproved voiceobice ishiihis turning
up jackrack amountedhoto muchmucha V

11 argmr crandall was moving busilyhully about allali
thisibis time preparing supper jane who never
willinglyalinglyoly gave her mother ananyI1 andadd
wwho0 waswab rarely called upon because she grum
bledbied whenevervh enever asked to do anything now said

mother cant I1 help you
yebyea dear that dear which had fallen

so unexpectedly fromfro the lips of her husbandithehad been echoing in me mind of mrs crandall
everewerever sincesinie andband now it came into utterutteranceince
quirequitecirp agas spontaneously as in the case of herebaidhusband yes dear you may finisfinish setting
the tabletabie y while I1 dish upp the supper

1
1

adrid ring almost asa inmuchuch afat herself isas at
her husband mrs crandall after seeing jane
move withwath a pleased alacrity about ththee table
went ininto the kitchen and soon all was ready
quite enough to satisfy that appetite had mrs
crandall garedpreparedpr but her thoughts turned up-
on something else something that would give
her the i opportunity to askuk him if she should
not gebetitit for his supper yes dear how
bheshe was longingorigin for the words uttered in1 the
gentle loving way theythi y had a little while be-
forefor been spoken but for her ears alone at
last she turned from the fire and going 0too the
door of the room said very kindly

shall I1 boil you a couplecoupie of fresh eggs21 for
younyour supper peter

ayesyebyes dear if you please
how the cifes poor heart which forfot years

hadrainhad lainiain almost dead in her bosom leapedeap edwithwith
ajoya joyousous impulse what a light flashed over
her countenance making it beautiful asas of
old in the face of her husband yes dear
if you please not even in the voice of grisi
orr andind would her ears have found such sweet
music I1
at the supper table peter crcrandalladall praised

the coffee and the fried potatoes and saidpaid the
egeggss were just wbat behe wanted mrs cran

happy and was happy With the
vanishing of their fathers usual silence and
theirthein mothers sour looks and fretful tontoneses the
childrens spirits changing like the chame-
leoneon and taking the huebue of things around them
rose into new better and happier states con-
tention ceased andane there was somethingom ething like
an emulation of kind offices among them in-
stead of a selfish grasping0 of whatever the
heart desired

Sadildsuddenlydellydenly theeresthe eyes of mrmccrandallcrandall opened
even while he was wonderwonderingipg at the magical
change produced by a few kind words a full
revelation of the truth came to his mind A
naw leaf in the book of his life was turnedtur biedfied

though turned onceones inthe right direction
peter crandall pondered this neneww fact in his
inner life history the magic of kind words
and going back to the very bebeginningbegin ping review-
ed his own conduct towartowardsils hisbisis wife and in
bishis family almost day by day up to the evening
whenwhenbyby the powerpowers of almost a single word
abethe wholeaole scene changed and quite as suddenbudden
ly as weve seeisee it somelmessometimes inalnain a
heue saw hislerbislerhi jawand felt how ast he


