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Thie may be understood when six de-
grees of frost, or with the thermometer
at twenty six degrees above zero, there
were many ¢uses of freezing to death in
England during the past forlnight.
Duriog the ¢-sharp’ weather, how.
ever, there was sgme sunshine, and the
bracing atmosphers was enjoysble,
particularly out in the parks or on the
hill in the city.

There has been snow for Christmas
this year—an event which is far from
an absolute certainty at this aeason of
the year. In the business thorough-
fareg it was all that the metropolitan
geavenwers cculd do to clean the streets
for traftic; and even with their well-
directed effurts, it was slush! slop!
glush! along the walks for 2 great por-
tion of the town, There may be places
that stard abreast of Lomlon for get-
tlng the sidewalks and streets cleaned
of the effects of rain or snow, but it is
doubtful if any are ahead. Thousands
of men with willow brooms and other
implements brush and scrape the snow
and muwl into piles, whence it is gath-
eréed apd carfed off to be used for
manure. The work of getting it away
from the public thoroughfare is carried
on with such regularity ibat, aitbhough
the workmen Jdo not move with slac-
rity, yet it goes on steadily.

Bleigha—that is, the ‘“‘cutter’’ are
unknown here, but in the outlying
districts there has been zood “sleigh-
ing,”’ and the boys failed not to take
advantage of it. The frozen ground,
too, was frozen, snd made the roads
almost a8 smooth as glass, . 'The pegdes-
trian certainly bad (o tuke the best
care of himself 1f be would avoid
measuring his iength on the paveraent.

Each year a swimming race is ar-
ranged for Christmas day on the
Herpentiine, in Hyde Park, Think of
it thisseason, when the ice was thick
enough to sustain a person’s weight.
The day following Christmas—Bank
Holiday, or Boxing day—was| taken
advantage of by skaters, and thousands
of them skimmed over the ponds nnd
artificial Jakes. It is estimated that
over 100,000 skaters enjoyed the sport
in the Metropolitan” parks on the 26th.
The offici:l report says that there
were 40,000 un the Berpeniine, and
30,000 on the Regent’s Park Jakes. At
the first mentiobed place skating by
torehlight was ungaged in by hundreds
of people in the evening. There
were many accidents on the ice, sowme
of them fata]l. One feature of the day at
River Glen,was the ten mile ghampion-
shipskating race. There were twelve
competitors, the winner being Tom
Pickering, of Lincolnshire, who made
the ten miles in 39 minut-s and 7
seconds.

While the cold spell s being uttlized
by the people for their advantage, so
far as they can, though it brings euffer-
ing to many who are poorly provided
for, yet the Salvation Army do oot
geem to be greatly heuefited by the
cool stmosphere. On the contrary,
the polemic wuarfare with respect to
Gen, Booth’s ““In Darkest England*?
scheme, ia waxing decidedly warm,
BStrong men are coming ouh aned indi-
cating its weak points, until ene cao-
not belp but see that it has nothing
el<e, The irresponsible mode of hand-
Itei. 111e cash is a bone of cuntention.
““M %e all ghecks piyable to Wm,
T 11 ?? was the order from the army
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right when the Balvationists were do-
naling themselives, yet when they
came to call on others for vast sums of
money, & grave suspicion was aroused
as to whether the “‘general” had sufll-
cient business capacily to bandle the
funds for the benefit of those outside of
his family. ’

Then the unpracticability of his
plans began to be discovered; and the
faot that it ouly proposed to empty the
cepspool, and not to prevent its refilling,
came out. Ope ol jection afier an-

other was raised and the ©gen-
eral’’ is  *fup to his eyes”’
in making explanations. But bhe

is gettiny decidedly the worst of it, and
kpnows it. So his conclusion ts ail is
fur therma to do as they are bid and ask
noquestions. This did vot exuotly suit
those who bhave been directing the
aftairs of men, so the attack agninst the
sclieme has increased in vigor, though
it is ecarried in comparative quiet.
Added to this a disagrcement in the
ranks of the Salvationists themselves,
necessitating a change in some of the
general’s staff. Thus the wheel turns,
and the plans of men ““‘gang aft aglee,?

The Britishers of the metropolis feel
that they bave been snubbed, aud that
too by a foeman whom they do not
consider waortby of their steel. By
sympathy, the whole English public
feel that they have buen insulted. *The
offender in this instance is the Russian
antocrat. There are others, too, besides
Engiishmen, who have an idea that
the MuscoVite is “'getting too large for
his trougers,” and needs a dresging
down. Asthe readers of the NEwS
are already aware, a large number of
vepresentative Eoglishmen held a
meeting at Guildball, presided over hy
the Lord Mayor, and made a respectful
request of Alexander ILL. that he allow
a fittle humanity to enter into his treat-
ment of the Jews within his duminiens.
The Czar’s reply was, 1n substance:
“Mind your own business, or you Il
get something not greatly to your
liking.**

Madame Noirkoff, who is very near
to the throne, wrote a lctter to the
London Times, and its wording is ia
strict harmony with the Czar’s posi-
tion. Initshe says;

“I rapeat that a great military power,
having at her disposal an army of two
millions of well diseiplined and drilled
soldiers, whom no Euaropcan ecountry
dares attack single-handed, can face
calmly, and even good-bumoredly, both
the wild attacks of unserupulous publi-
cists, and mistaken protests of philan-
thropic meetings, though these be a8 im-

osing and brilliant 8s the Lord Mayor's

bow itself.”

Now .John Bull don’t like to hbe
taunted with “You don’t dare to.”” es-
pecially when it comes from a repres
sentative of semi-barbariam; and,
doubtless, if he gave way to his feel-
ings, he would brush in such a way
against the Russian bear as to make
the latter think a Kansas ecyolone had
caught him above ground. But though
British Jdignity is insulted, yet the act
that brought forth the Russian’s =as-
sault was not that of the government,
therefore Britain’s lLonor is not at
stake. But the thrust has made a sore
Jjust the same, and FPunch is notslow o
tzke advantage of it. Firat there is a
full page cartoon, entitled ““The Rus-
sian Wolf and the Hebrew Lamb.»

beadquuriers, and while it was alll The cartoon represents a trembling

Jew, with “sufferance the badge of his
{ribe,”? clearly written in his demes-
oor, being cuffed by a stalwart Rus-
sian, while in the bLackground stands
+*Dame Europe’ pityingly regarding
the incident. Next come the following
lines:

The gquantity of mercy ls o’orstrained,

It droppeth twaddle-like from Lord Mayor's
lips

Upon a Rusgian ear: atrength is twicescornfnl,

“gornful of him, it amites, and hym who prates

Of merey for the smitten: force becomes

The throned monarch better than chopped
logic;

His argnments—two millinn of armed men,

Which strike with awe and with timidity

Prating philanthropy that pecks at kings,

But mercy is beneath the Sceptre’s care,

It1s a bugbear to the hearts of Czars.

Force is the attribute of the ¥ God of Battles ;'

And earthly power doos then show likeat
heaven’s

When Jnstice mocks aL mercy.
Jow,

Though merey be thy prayer, consider this,

Thet in the course of mercy faw of us,

Muscovite Czars, or she-diplomatisis,

Should hold our places As imperions Siaves

Against humanitaran Englishmen.

And Jews gregarions, These do pray lor
Mercy,

Whore ancient Books fostruct us all to render

Eye foreye justicel Most impertinent!

Romanist Marquis, Presbyterian Duke,

And Anglican rehbishop, mustered up

with Tabernacular Tubthumper,gowned Taffy,

And broad burred Bounerges from the North,

Miogled with Pantheist bayds, Agnastic Peers,

And lawyers latitudinarian,—

A Lord Mayor's Show of Paul Pry pageantry,

All to play Mentor to tho Muscovite! i

Master of many millions! Oh, most monstrous!

Are we Turk doge that they should do this
thing?

In name of Mercy! ! |

I have writ o much,

A8 ADLER says, with *dainty keen-edged dag-
gor,’” 3

To mitigate humnoity*s indignation.

With airy cpigram, and show 0ld friends.

GLADSTONE, and WEBTMINSTER, MACCOLL
and STEAD.

That OLGA NOYIKOFF is still O K.

A Portia—a ta Busse! Have I not proved It?

Therefore,

Meanwhile, Russia goes ou robbing
and perpetrating still grosser outrages
upon the Jewish race, beaping ‘‘full
and running over” the cup of her own
calamity.

The harvest of fires im London is
augmented by the railway accidents,
hitherts so rarve,” but now following
each other in rapid succession, and
from tne most unaccouninhle causes,
The system which has heretofore kept
England so free from this class of
isasters seems to have suddenly failed
of its purpose, and there is a rustling
about among raillway managers to
change the order and preservethe rail-
way reputation for safety in {ravel.
Biuta new and overwhelming danger
approaches. The great strike on the
lines to Beotland shows the imniense
power whieh is in the hands of over-
worked employees, A few of the
strikers are prosecuted for refusing to
work for the commpany, but thatonly
invites the others to take revenge, and
a feriing of dread and uncertainty is
settling down on the railway owners
and maudgers,

The labor quaestion is thus keeping
well to the front. The dockers’ strikes,
the weavers’, the colliers, and all the



