RELIGIOUS.

Sunday Services.

Keligtous services were held at the
Tabernacle, Balt Lake City, Sunday,
January 3rd, 1892, commencing at 2
p. m., President Apgus M. Cavnon
presiding.

The chulr sany the bymnp commeunc-
ing: '

Praise ye the Lord | 10y heart shall join
In work s0 pleasunt, 50 divine,

Prayer was offered by Elder Joseph
C. Kingshury.

The cholr and congregalion sang:

Come ler ua anew our journey puraue,
1toll round wilh ihe year, - .
And never stand iill till che Master appear.
The Priesthood of the Fourteenth Ward
officiated in the administration of the
Bacrament.
APUSTLE ABRAHAM H, OANNON

addressed the congregation. He
refaced his remarks by stating” that
Ee would ask our Father in heaven to
suggest to his mind such things as it
_wouid please Him to huve brought be.
fore this suulence. To obtain this as-
sistance, it would only benecessary to
exercise the dutivs and privileges ot the
Priesthood which 1s in the Church,

The Lord bhas indeed cbosen the
weak thinge of the earth in order to
accomplish great sod mighty things in
these latter Jdays, and to men aod
women, WhHo eariestly “lubor for the
salvution of their tellowmen, He often
shows thetr weaknesses, avd through
these keeps them from erriog; for
they are miade to realize that what
guod they cun accomplish is oot by
their own wisgom, but through the in-
telllgence God gives them. [tisare
markable fact that when men be ome
proud and haughty, the Lord bumtiles
and chastises tuem, aod briogs them
ip a conditien where they will bopor
Him and give him the glory for what
they may do for the benetit of man-
kiod,

Puaul urges the Balnta in his day to
be carefual when they thought they
stood, Jest they should full. He pres-
enta before them the many causes
which lead to failure in counectiou
with the work of God on earth, show-
ing them how necessury it was to live
in accordance with the Gospel, if they
would endure to the end.

The greatest meu in the Klogdom
of God were not those on whom the
eyes of everybody were tur. ed in ad.
miratiou sand of whose preatness thelr
fellowmen alwaye spuke. God never
looked amoung Lhe great men of the
world, but amony the humble, when

he would call some one to be
an jpetrument in  His baends
for the accomplishment of His

purposes in the earth. An instructive
instance of this is the call of Mowes, the
great leader aud law giver of Latuel, to
whom God gave such miraculous

wor manilest smong the Egyptians.

¢ hecame u shepherd in the land of
Midian amd there the dJdivine call
reached hiom while attending to his
daily,humhle duties ot life. He almost
refused to comply witli the call, having
severgl excuses, until the Lurd grew
angry with him for bis unwillingness
to ohey. Finally, God gave him a
spokesman, his brother, and the two
received wonderful mapifestatious of
the power of the Almigioty. Yet{there
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came A dany of weakpess which they
could out overcome. They were lifted
up in their hearte and peulected Lo aat
according to the word of the Lord.
Moses smote the rock with his steff iu-
stead of speaking to it, for which diso-
bedience he was not permitted to enter
the promised land, nlthough “he ob-
tuined n view of it from afar.

Lu every uge in whieh God hes bad
8 work to perforo:, He has shov u the
wolld, if they would not close iheir
€yes to the Iact, that He iy nble to
accomplish it by the ajd of many or
few or witbout any buman belp at all.
When Gidevu received o comrusnd to
defiver lsrael from their enemies,
there eame with bim 32,000 men, hut
the Lord said that waa too mapy. [f
Isracl obtained deliverance by so large
an army, they might say that their
own bapd had saved them. Gldeon,
therefore, proclaimed that all who hau
not faith enough in the work could re-
turn howmse, whereupon 23.000 with-
drew. Btill too many were lefit, .-They
were put to apother test, hy which the
pumber wae recuced to 30¢. By those
the pvople obtained 8 glorious deliver-
apce, aud the bonor for jt was sscribed
to the Lord. Those who are great 1n
thelr own  estlmatiop, God hriogs
dJowmn, nnd sometimes i:la exalts those
who are small, in order that He may
use them. Grent men must be in the
depths of humility, lest peuple should
glory in flesh and pot in Gou alonpe.

Perbaps no more striking example of
this principle has been recorded than
that of Nebuchnduoezzar, who was 8
great king, 2 man on whom the Bpirit
ot Qod rested in a great degree, at
times, and whose power extended over
almus; every pation under heaven.
Yet, in fultillment of a propheey de-
livered, he was abased and went oul
among the beasts of (he fleld, eating
gra:s ae oxen. Bul when be had
pessed reven Years io this condition,
fie humbled himsulf apd Nited up his
voies uoto God, who aguin-exslted
him. Then be waa led to ackoowl-
edge that Jehovah is the Lord indeed,
who rules the destiny of oations as He
goverus the heavens where He reigns
supreme, The suffering was hrought
upon him hy the mercy of our
Father 1o bheaven and was A&
means wherehy s glorlous end was
galned.

There are oumerous examples of meu
who bave become strong, seemingly
able to endure all thiags, through
having first learnt buw feeble mottals
are. . Jiven the disciples of Jesus,
whuoma we might expect tu find strong
in faith, were Al ope time su*weak
that they deserted and denied their
Master in His greatest trial. Peter,
to whom it bad been revealed that Jesus
wang the Christ and not merely one
uf the apecient prophels resurrected, in
a moment of human weakuess denled
the Bavior, adding to his denial a
curse. Yei, he had knowledge in his
own heart of the divinity of Christ
and retsined this kpowledge whereby
at last he became strong enough to die
for the Master. Butsucvh failings were
necessaly to keep the Apostleg in bu-
mility, and by them we are taught
the lesson that only in the Lord can
we obtain pence and salvatiou and re-
demption. °

The Latier-day Bajots bhave been

taught by expolrience that God does

not acoemplieh His work aceordiug to
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the thoughts and ideas of men. We
have seen how many seemingly good
and wmighty ones bave disippolnted
our fond hopes and expectatione, aud
many things which seemed pecessary
to the progress of the work huve heen
apparently, a failure, Look at the
position of the Chureh inthe East at
an early peried. Who would bave
suggested to abaodon the sites there
occupled und to move out to there
valleye? Who would bave thought
that the proper thiug to du? There was
u copsecrated spot in Missouri which
was looked upotl ns & ceutre Btake of
Zign. There the temple was to be
renred, within the sacred walls of which
bholy ordinances were to be performed,
and around this spot and that wneigh-

rhood the hoper.of the Haints were
centered. They pever for s moment

expected to come to the fop
of the mountaios o build
up . Zioo, although this Wwas pre-

dicted by tne Prophet [walah. There
were many mysteries which the Bainta’
did not understand, but they contipued
their work faithfully, seeking to estah-
lishy peace nmong men. [p pursuance
of this work, they were led to give up
all, even their bimes, and seek a refuge
fropn their suemies, and thus the pur-
pore of Glod wup accompliched ins way
that buman wisdom could not have
foreacen. The Prophet Joseph, how-
ever, predicied that we would have to
come here, as we diyd under the |leader-
ship of inepired men. Now we have
been estahiished here and hecome
strong. The mountaius of Ierael are
beginning to shout for joy apd all that
has bevn foretold will.yet be fultilied,
not by the wisdom of man, neither in--
dividually por collectively, but by the
power of the Almigbty. -

Apy map, who thinks himself
atrong, or supposes that be is a pillar,
and is go!ng to Jdo great thinge, unless
be repent, he will fall and lose his

lace in the Church of God. If any

come lifted up in their owuthoughts
God will cast them down, for He will
ure only the bhumhble as His instru-
mente. .

‘Buch ure those who lose their faith
in the future of Zlon. Those who are
strong 1o their fajth do not trouhle for
that which is yet to come. We live hy
fulth, and those who bove faith will
pnever fear any trouble ahead, for they
koow that as tLe day, so shall the
sireogib be.

This is a day io which the bhumble
can lift up their voice and rejolce, for
Gud will exalt them aud make them
mighty. [t behoves us alsu to exalt
the poor aod Jowly byour acts, and
swe that there jp no ciass distinetion
among the people of God. If we
will attend to our duties, and walk in
the patt appointed for us, we will fnd
that (od’s work shall triumph and
bring salvation to man io these latter
daye.

ELDER JOHN MORGAN

waf the pext epeaker. He trusted
that be might bave ao interest ju the
foith and prayers of the congregation.
It is customary, be remarked, that
Elders are calied to the stand without
potice, and this brings & great respon-
sibllity, for it makes it pDecessary for
the teachers of L[erael to have the in-
spiration of God. Frowm the first time
of the fouudsatiou of this Church til)
the present time, there is abundant evi- -
dence that we must rely on thearm of



