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BISHOP WHITNEY'S LECTURE.

WE are pleased to bewsnable to pre-
sent to our readers, in this issue of
the DESERET WEERLY, the interest-
Ing lecture by Bisnop Orson F.
Whitney, eotitled, ‘“Zion nnd Her
Redemption.?” We have received
letters from different parts of the
Territory enquiring for it. Owlng
to the interest it har creatod we
concluded to make it & special fen-
ture of enr weekly issue, as the 1Aest
way of preserviog it

THE BIRTHDAY AN
THE PROPHET JOSEPH SMITH.

YESTERDAY, December 28rd, was
the B4th aunlversary of the hirth-
uay of the Prophat Joseph Sinitb,

VERSARY OF |

stee] their hearts against it. They
conclude without searching to re-
pudiate him; and that enids the mat-
er with them. His prophecies and
their exact fulfilment in detall
have no convineluy eftect. His
setting up, by vcommandment of
of God, of nn organizativon—the
Church uf Christ—the most com-
plete of nny association on the fuce
of the enrth, nccompanidd by the
powers and gifts of the Gespel, is
regarded a8 4 m itter of mere human
Ingenuity, veid of nu inspirational
| basis.

Others who have become familiar,
through obeuience. with the truths
euuncinted by Joseph, aml then
from some cause, hitlden or appar-
snt, have turned againgt the sysiem
he 1paugurated, have sought by
varlous subitleties of reasoning, o
convinee themsel ves that ¢ Mormon-
ism’? was not true. Many—per-
haps the great mujerity—of that
oluss have fMiled [n attaining that
point, uot a few having been frank
enough to confess tlieir inability.
Indeed the Impressious aond con-
ditlous that have ariseu through the
advent of the marvelous work
vstablished by the leading latter-day
Prophet are wonderful in intenslty
ax well a8 variety.

It was appropriate, especially no-
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the worshippers with unspeakable
joy.

Imbuel with this sweet influence
the peo.le guthered around the
altars "in holy places, and in publie
assemblieg, The result wasa marked
manifestation of the power of God.
The meeting houses were, fo far as
report has reached us. filled to over-

(Bawing. The prayers, discourses
and exhnrtutions wers charae-
terized by the spirit of humili-
ty, 1epentance and moderation,
Amsociated with the presentation of
the wrnngs that were heing heaped
upen the people and the iujustice
with which they were still threat-
enet, there was no ¢all for the Lord
to infllet vengeance upon those in-
fligging the injuries. The trend of
what_was spoken was in the form of
a desire that the eyes of the execu-
[tive, law-making. judicial nnd other
officials of the nation,and those of the
pecple nt lirge,might be opened, that
thiey may sve the Lintter dny SBaints
fu their trae light, nud their hearls
be inclined to do them justice; that
they might believe the truth con-
cerning them nnd refuse to accept
a8 true the lies nnd slnzderathat are
eirculated for the purpore of defim-
log this community. The Lord was
anked to bestow a witness to the
| effect that He had not forgotten and

the founder under ed of the|der existing conditlons, that the | ouid not neglect Zion, and the
Churcb of Jesug Christ of Latter- | anniversary of the birthday of “1"3|te.-«timnny come by the stil! small

day Baints, commouly known ns
the “Mormoun? (hurch. fens of
thousands are able to twstify that he
waa raised up hy Divine power for o
specinl purpose connected with the
salvation and Jestlny of mankinod.

As i his master Jesus—wbag
exam le he followed, even to the
| ying down of his life, thus sealing
his westimony with® his blosd—he
hns crented u great stir in the earth.
He la variously rogarded Ly his fol-
lowmen. Those who believe in the
:mthu'nt.icity of hls mission love and
revere his memory. This aftection
and regand are so deep-seated that
they nre not susceptihleof obliteration
from the hearts of the faithful. By
the world generally he is regarded
as 0 rnk impostor, while not a fow
nimost hiss hatred nt the hare men-
tion of his nuame. His fume has
spread throughout the earth among
all people. This conditlou har-
monizes with the announcement

preat and remarkable man shouid
be observed in the way in which
it was celebrated yesterday. It wus
set apart as a day of fasting aud

voice of the Spirit, speskiug, peace,

romfort and strong assufance to the

suuls of the worshippers. i
Bishop Joseph 8. Binck, of Des-

|pruycr‘, a  season for hamiliation eret, who emergetl yesterdny morn-
befure t,‘l_w_ Lord; »n Lime ef repent- | ing from tho penitentiary.after hnv-
auce and renewal of splritdal deters | ing served a thrm for hireach of the
nduges, e bime of Bupp]‘ir'ullonlEdm“mig act, wis at one of the
for Divine aid to life the clouds that meetinga. where he stated that the
[ seem to be gatheriug over the headr | yrathren in that institution had pe-
of the Salote. titioned the warden for the privilege
The response to the eall appeared | ¢ engngling in prayer duming the
to be nll that could be desired, day. The request wasgrnted, nnd
speaklug of the people asn whole | pye fitst wis kept by those wbo nre
and without taking note of individ- | jgeareerated in prison,
ual exceptions, which were com-|  Thespectacle of a devated, God-
paratively few. On t:he preceding | fearing people, including men, wo-
day (the Sabbath) the approaching | men and children. devotlog a day to
fast was the leading theme in pub: [guoh a purpose as that for which
lic meetings and fu private mn:'yesu-rdny war set apart was of a
verse.  Little @hildren expressed | gature to move with sympathy even
their determiluntion to participate | the henrts of those who have oceu-
in the hely sacrament whieh had pied the plnce of the scoffer. Many
Ibﬁt‘n appeinted. At anearly lour | of the worshippers shed tears of joy
in the morniog fumilies g"““”t"llunder the melting influenee that

made through him when the work | around the domestic altar; souge of

prevailed. The prayers that were

he established was In its incipient | praise and worship. nod pebitions to ! sffered entered into the ears of the
stayges—that his onme would be had | the God of lsrael aseended to the Lwrd of Sabbaoth, who listened to
for good or evil amuny all peopile. Throne of Grace from the habitutions | ghe cry of the people and assured

Nou evidence, however potential it of the people of Zion. [n answer, | them by the voice of the Spirit that
mny be, in favor of the divinity of f the Bpirit nf sweethese, prace and | e had oot fergotten Zivn, neither
the mission of Juseph Smith, hos | union descended like the geutls dew | would He neglect ber in the honr of
any weight upou those who wiltully fof heaven, flling the hearts nr'perit.




