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longer.’” The apecification concludes

with an important reservation: “While | that the enterprising eitizen of D. C.

the dimple process i8 npplicable to
those whose faces comprise a soft, vel-
vity, or plump surfnce, as then a very
deceptive dimple ¢an he produced. it
fs not so avallnble for thin or beny
faces, nor where the skin 18 very thick
and unyielding.”

A complexion Improver which has
had a great run I8 a Bort of mask. of
very thin India rubber, to be worn over
the female countenance when In bed.
Tt has slits for eyes. mouth and nos-
trila and when firmly s8trapped on
causes profuse perspiratien. which is
warranted tot elenr the skin of tan

and wrinkles. There have been a
dozen applications made for set-
ting diamonds in the front teeth,

arilled to receive the gems;
ggl&es Eﬁlnfourae dental surgeens have
patented processes without number for
imitating geold fililng In fnlzse teeth.

ne by burnishing gold fell
':[l;},lf,sn {%e:-,om the manner termed “fire
eilding,’’ the object being to deceive

the beholder into the helief that the
conspicuous signs of repalr mean natu-
ral teeth, not artificial, There are sev-
eral !mitation noaes, too, made of pa-
pier mache enamelled to imitate the
gkin. The maost curlous of these is at-
tached to a peir of apectacles, so that
the owner-—who has lost his nasal ap-
pendage by some accldent, or may not

be satisfied with the style and shape

ture besatewed upon him,
?,fa;h‘;',lﬁ"fm“,? benutiful new noee with
hls glasses. when the enamel wenrs
off a little and probocis begine to look
shabby, all he has te do Is te touch it
up with water colers. Fancy the puns
that the wenaried attendants around
the eame which contains this inventlon
are dally eompelied to hear concerning
the coloring of noses by glagses under

- t novel patents eve

the most n e ver
15312?1 E:.fm, secured by a Beston woman
on a device for restoring faeial symme-
try, The iden i8 that if a gentle, con-
tinuous outward pressure I8 main-
tained on the cheekd. from iInside the
mouth, the full and plump effect of the
youthf'ul face will in time be restored.
To affect this, a4 couple of disks,
mounted on Prongs, are made to press
the Inglde of the cheeks and »nsh them
out, by meAns of a spring attached to
the teeth. 1 presume that care must
be taken and not preass too mueh nnd
produce the effect of the mumps, and
to unrerew the thing when eating, so
as to avoid swallewing the contrivance
and making nn enlargement of the
stomach instead of the spot intended.
A Philadelphia 1ady, horrifled by the
unbecomingness of the ordinary ‘‘pre-
gerver?’ which onece saved her life at
men, has designed a shapely lite-pre-
serving corret. to be worn by either sex
when boating nccidents are apprehend-
ed, Thus a lady or rentleman pgoing to
FEurope may literally “steel” him or
her self againat an unpleasant Inter-
view with Neptune by reasem ef burn-
Ing ships or raging storms.

And there are nearly ns many de-
vices for enchanting masculine beauty,
proving that vanity is not confined to
the wenaker sex. In the line of mus-
tache puarde nlone there are upwards
of 100 patents. Bome take the form of
metn]l contrivance for the cup, or ginas,
One ia a gold plate, with a spring,
which may be attached te any drinking
vessel at a moment’s notice. One Is
especially desiened for beer glagses. A
tube connected with It goes down deep
{nto the beer, so that the Imbiber gets
no foam on his lips. Simliar devices
are applied to spoons. Other guards.
of fine wire nets, have wires attached
which pass back of the ears llke spec-
tacles and hold the contrivance on;
while others are merely a nalr of
springs, In the form of a helix, cne
of which Is made to gently lift each
glde of the hirsute appendage AwWAYy

| trict In the wvan.

from the mouth, ‘That reminds me
who invented and ig now manufactur-
ing artifielal straws, through which to
suck lemonnde, ete., has grown very
richt thereon—theough une would think
the natural straws would be chenper.
The Distriet of Columbla, by the way,
alrendy takes high rank as the seat of
inventive genlus—perhaps because peo-
ple's idear are stimuiated here by gee-
ing s0 many thinge In the patent office.
The annual report of the conmmissioner
of pntents embraces a tabular state-
ment showing the number of patents
igsued durlng the year to each state
and territory, and the ratio between
the patents fssued and the population.
Very naturally, having the largest
population, New York recelives more
patents than any other satate—3771.
Next to New York come the great atate
of Pennaylvania, with 2.034; next Mas-
sachusetts, with 2.846; next Illinois,
with 1,098, and next Ohte, with 1.091
patents. But the proportlon of patents
to population {3 more significant. In
the preceeding report of the commls-
sloner Conecticut led the list, with the
District of Columbia following. but the
report for the entire year of 1876 re-
verses the order nnd places the Dis-
In the District the
table shows that a patent was {ssued
to every 616, and in Connecticut to
every T6l of the entire population.
Massachusetts atands third in the list,
the proportien being one to every 787,
Rhode Island fellows with one to every
943. The least inventive ptate, ns shown
by the tnble, |8 Arkansas, which re-
cefved but one patent to every 41.042 of
her population.

The finventlons of women cover a
very wide fleld, from beauty Improvers
to haby-jumpers, from deviees for les-
sening the work of the housekeeper to
the most intricate of mcientifie Instru-
ments, textlis machinery, electrical ap-
paratus, telescopes. firenrme, ete, It
Is estimated that up to date Uncle
Samuel has granted something over
166,000 patents, about one-fourth of
them having been applled for by
women, 62 of them lived in Washington
and 400 in New York City. The first
femnle Inventor on record in the 17, 8,
was Mary Kien, of Connectlcut, whe In
the. year 1809, invented a process of
weaving straw with silk. It was a
woman who brought cream eof tartar
into the market; and it goes with eay-
ing that the same Bex introdueced the
bustle, and the quaint headgear called
“‘calach.”” The advancement 'of women
can perhaps be measured ns well by
the number and kind eof their inven-
tlons ns by any other standard: there-
fore |t is encouraging to knrow that
mince 1891 they hnve received as many
patents as nll the previous years put
together, nnd that they represent de-
partmenta In selence and art inte
whieh they have never before ventured.
Another proof of the publie recognition
of their abllity 18 In the respect now
pajd to the models of their Inventions,
which have lately been gathered into
one exhibit and placed in & conspicuous
position in the Patent Office, To wo-!
men are due many of the improvements
which make travel less dangerous and
uncomfortable today than in the time
of our grandmethers. They have In-
vented car-couplinge which do not
mash B0 many train hands, heaters
warranted not to set the cars on flre,
car-ateps which one can ascend and
dencend without testing the utmost
width of ones petticoat, apparatus for
sanding rtailrond traeks. attachments
for unloading box-ears. hoods to nre-,
vent smoke from pouring backward.
devices for keeping cattle off the
tracks, and pgoodness knowe how many
more., Conepleuous in this end of the
century 18 Mrs. Marle E. Beasley,
whose scheme df 4 new rallway svatemn,
if breught to the ruceessful .comple-
tion predicted hy engineers and busi-

ness men, will revolutionize the present
mode of transportation between the
East and West. Raflroad men have
fer many years been puzzled over the
question how to carry perishable com-
modities long distances and preserve
the large per cent of them now lost;
and a woeman {8 the first to selve the
troublesome problem. Mrs. RBeasley,
with others, felt that refrigerater cars
would never be made satisfactory, for
some thinga wiil not benr an undue de-
gree of cold; and that a syetem furn-
fshing greater speed that anv in use
today muet be invented. So she get her
wits to work on the old idea of con-
necting great commercial centers in op-
posite parts of the country, bv elevated
raflroads with two traeks, upon which
the care will travel without stops at
any way stationa, and unlnter-
rupted by any * local traflic ot
street crossings. The motive power
im to be electricity, supplied from
stations nrranged every fifty miles
nlong the route, and apflied through
Tesla's latest Improvements in current
transmisglon. Mra. Beasley's patticu-
Jar invention Is the lock betyeen the
cars nnd track, which guarantees her
road greater safety agalnst jumping of
ralls than any offered by our present
mode of surface transportation. Theose
of my renders who went to the World'a
Fair, in Chicngeo, will remember seelng
Mrs. Reasley 1in the transportation
bullding.

Wemen's Inventive genius hap mnot
omitted the gruesome, ns well a8 the
ridiculous. They are responsible for
several {improved corpse preseérvers,
and burglar-proof tombstones, and in-
dlstructable funeral wreaths. One de-
vice 18 a amall flat cnse containing &
pheotograph of the late lamented;, and
on the movable cover is Inscribed these
words: ‘“Look at me and cover my
face.” A sort of locket, of abestos or
lavn. has been patented, to be carrled
in the pocket of anybedy who starts
on a railway journey. If there should
be nn aceident, like the Ashtabula hor-
ror. and the wearer is burned up, the
locket, belng of indestructable ma-
terin), will be found intact with his
charred and otherwlse unrecognizable
remalns. On the cover i4 stamped the
words: "Address inslde;” and on opén-
Ing it, the finder sees the name and
address of the unfortunate traveler.

Among the queerest inventions la a
luminous cat, to frighten rats and mice
at nilght; n trap for catehing tape-
worms; # fastening with which te se-
cure -a brick to a cow's tall, to pre-
vent her awitching it in the mllker's
eyen: a combined trunk and house. in
whieh persons of small means may live
In n smnall way when traveling and
pave hotel biils; and a combinatlen
plow nnd cannon. The beam of the
plow is made of iroen and bored out sec
as to form a eannen. Whenever the
tarmetr, while at work {n the fleld, sees
savages or tramps approaching, he has
only to unhitch his team, so as to get
them from In front of the muzzle, ap-
ply his mateh and say his prayers. and
trust Providenee for the result. It
Jjooks 88 if the farmer were & g00d deal
more likely tg be kliled by the recell
than the foe by the shot; however, one
mus: leave something to Pravidence.
In case the gun went off whlle jn use
as a plow, Divine interference would
certalnly be necessary to prevent dis-
aster both to tenm and farmer.

The tape-worm trap I= stlll more
curious. It conaists of a hollow ball,
dlvided Inte two parts, whiech nare

hinged together and provieded with a
spring upon thelr inside, so that they
may be made to snap tegether like a
steel trap. The unfortunate individual
jn whose interior the long drawn-out
reptite hae taken up its abode must'
refrain from eating till near the point’
of starvation. Then he bates hig little
trap with some cholce morzel, swallows
jt, and keeps firm held of the string:



