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part of this nation and nothing can
happen to the nation that will not
affect us there is among us an ab-
sence of fear a feeling of rest an ab-
sence of trepidation concerning the
movements of the nation and a senst
of security that I1 believe no other peo-
ple on the earth have the reason of
it is that we know that god boeth
nothing except he reve aleth it unto
his servants the prophets we know
the spirit of prophecy is in our midst
and that if there is any danger threat-
ening us we shall be prepared for it
the lord will inspire his servants
and his people so that they will not
be found unprepared

god bless you my brethren and sis-
ters god bless us all during this con-
ference bless every man that shall
speak and inspire him with the spirit
and power of god bless every one that
shall listen that all may rejoice to-
gether and be mutually edifiededifled which
I1 humbly ask in the name of jesus
amen

AMONOAMONG THE

la paz bolivia may 30 1898 three
fourths of all the people of bolivia are
indians the country is more than one

sixth the size of the united states
without alaska and these indians are
scattered all over ic some of them
are savage buttbut the bulk comprising

approximating a milliona population
belong to two civilized tribes known
as the quichua keech wah and

the quichua claim to be the
descendants of the old incas they
are found about the northeastern

of lake Titicaca and in the
states to the south of la paz the

inhabit this high plateau and
their villages of mud huts may be

counted by the thousands in this part
of bolivia they are a people of them-
selves with curiouscurious habits queer cus-
toms and a life and character peculiar-
ly their own if I1 should say that
slavery still prevails in bolivia I1 sup-
pose the statementstatenlent would be disputed
it is true nevertheless these indians
are to a great extent slaves this is
a feudal country and the men and wo-
men are bought and sold with the
farms on which they live the fact
that they could perhaps leave upon
paying their debts does not alter ththe
matter ttit is known that their at
tach ment to their homes is such that
they will not leave and the proprietoretoi
does not hesitate to agree to deliver hishig

human goods withith the property the
most of the lands here are owned by
the chcholoaolos or halthalf breeds who have
spanish and indian blood in them and
by the whitestes who are the descendants
of the spaniards who conquered the
country upon each farm there
is community of these indians who
throughout the whole year give three
days of each week to their master and
are allowed the remaining days for
themselves they receive no wages
for working for the owner of the plan-
tation and are supposed to do the work
in lieu of the ground rent for the spot
on which they have built their mud
hutsbuts and torfor the little patches which
they are allowed to farm for them
relveselveafr if their master has use foxfoi
only a part of the urnetime he has the
right to hire them outou to others and itif
they do not obey him he can within
certain limits inflict punishment upon
them they expect to be whipped
and I1 have hea Ad it said here that in-
dian ts umble when they are
rotnot punished for a long time because
they consider it a sign that their mas-
ter has ceased to like them an in-
dian here has in few things any right
that anyone else is bound to respect
and it is indeed not anah uncommon
biln to see one struck to make him
wovenove faster or understand more quick-
ly

notwithstanding their ill treatment
the indians seem to stick to their mas-
ters they are absolutely without am-
bition and seem to be content with
their lot they will work for their
masters for nothing rather than receive
pay from a foreigner and they will
fight to the death the indians of a
neighboring plantation with whom they
are angry or of whom they are jeal-
ous feuds often exist between the in-
dians of the farms of a neighborhood
and gun fights and sling fights are com-
mon the sling is the natural weapon
of the he has the skill of
david and is never afraid to attack
his goliath at such times he uses the
sling to stone his sheep from straying
from the flock and from behind his hut
often watches for his enemy and sends
a rock crashing through his brain he
considers his masters grievances his
awnown and will engage in any battle to
which he may be instigated by him
I1 heard of a case of this kind last night
A foreign merchant ofoplala paz had
bought a small plantation with a cer-
tain number of indians adjoining the
estate of a rich bolivian the bolivian
coveted the foreigners property and
wanted to force him to sell it cheap
he fomented a feud between his in-
dians and those of the foreigner the
crops of the foreigners indians were
pulled from the ground his men were
stoned and at last they came to him
and told their situation he asked
them what they were going to do about
it they replied that if he would al-
low them the key of the house and
church and give them forty pounds of
cocoa leaves and six gallons of alcohol
they would soon settle the difficulty
they told him that the bolivian was
trying to make him sick of the bargain
and that he was doing this so that he
would gladlygladia sell out the property for
little or nothing but said the for-
eigner to the chief of the indians what
can your do you have only forty men
and the bolivian has 11 the chief
saldsaid he would get the indians of other
small farms near by to unite with
them this they did they concealed
these indians in the church on the es-
tate and when the maraudingma indians
came again and began to pull up the
crops all sallied forth there was a
pitched battle and about thirty of the
boliviansianslans indians were killed the re-
sult was that the bolivian came a day
or so later to the foreigner and asked
him to sell him his place said the
foreigner yes I1 will sell to you butmy price is now 1I offered you
the farm a month ago for but
after what you have done you cannot
have it for less than 11

1I will take it was the reply 17I
have had enough of you and as I1 want
the farm I1 will pay what you ask
and he did

all the dishwashing fire making and
water carrying as well as the dirty
work of the household generally in lapaz is done by men called thepongo of most houses is changed every
week and many families have fifty two
different in a year this Is due
to one of the customs which prevails
here between the indians and theirmasters in addition to the three days
a week without pay which the indians
must give they have to also
without pay so many men a week to
do the dirty work about the house on
a large farm five or six more such men
are furnished than are needed by the
family of the planter and they are then
hired out to others As the pongo
works only for a week at a time the
contract is made to furnish one a year
for from 80 to bolivian or from

28 to 35 american the pongo when
he comes at the first of the week brings
with his five bags of llama manure torfor
the fuel of the household and also two
or three native brooms fie gets noth-
ing for these and receives in short no
pay whatever at night he sleeps on

the cold stones inside the door lealead
to the street and must get up and 0
to anyone who knocks the work d
by him will not be done by any of
other servants so that itif you ahosh
have twenty other servants you m
still have your pongo the ppoi
alone will go to the public fountain
the water the pongo carries the ve
tables and meats which the cook bl
home from market and the pongo al
empties the slops and cleans the fand pans

these indians ottenoften give their c
dren over to the whites to be brobroil
up by them as servants theremoney consideration and though
bolivian law provides for the ed
tion of a child so90 bought ththistisS ppi

limited by the capriececapriga pr ice ofbuyer the contract usually proproal
that the parents may have the d
back if they pay twenty cents a I1

for the time he has been in the hhaof the buyer but as the indiansindian w
haveharve any money ahead such ssalesniusually absolute and they are in te
until the child is of age if the mmai
dont like the child however hesend it back claiming it has BC

fault Mmanyany 0off ththee hhouseous e servantsla paz arearc gotten in thisthia waway
pecspeciallyallylally in the case the girls Arule a large number of servants 1

needed one usually being aadotallotted
each child of a well tobo do farfamilynily i

servants are lazy and inefficient M
quiring about four indians to dm
work of one good AmeramericanicaX hired I1the wages are from tobo n
month in this money which is edto from forty two cents to ABE
leanican momeyey

I1 wish I1 could take you into oat0
these indian huts and abow you I1how hundreds of thousands of nas
live here in bolivia it is by no meeasy to get into the Indindianslansfor he hates strangers and will nonotmitmib anyone if he can help it 1mone or two rather serious eulerleexperleil
while making my investigations ofkind on the Titicaca platai anacone case the indian housegohoushowed fight and threatened totolime arrested the outside of toethe 1are to be seen everywhere in ththe catry about here I1 haive ridden altens of thousands of them andandlare practically the same everthey would hardly rank as reapreanefivigpig pens in america imagine aaahut from six eight to twelve1

square let I1itt have walls so 10you can reach up to the thalathatchedcabe
without lorteff let it have Mnoldowa and let the door be an 0boeatwo feet from the ground so amanyou have to to get into itfloor of the hut is the ground asabstep over the high coboraffo or sill dojktoonce inside there is little giborroom to turn about for often theing utensils belonging to the ow
kept there and it may be that 4
hut the donkey the chickens aa
llamas also quarter there 14lax
furniture the people sitatt on
and men women and chilchildrendrellthemselves up against the aiunight keeping as close
posspossibleble for warmth and sleepssleep s
in corner of the hut ttheree 14laj
tletie hearth or clay stove with aaillama manure for fuel besidebeeldt ltit q
is no chamnechimneyY to the hut and ththet i
smoke finds its way out asALS it oafC
one thinks of using fire for mfuel is too expensive for
capt cooking the family ddoe
change its clothes atait night avisleeps in the clothes which he
during the day the men mhdutwrap their ponchosconchos about
the women their blankets and
themselves as closelyselY as POpoa
gether that no part of their baiba
remain uncovered the ow
very simple onene of the favoratavori


