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part of thls nation, and nothing can
happen to the nation that will not
affect us), there Is among us an ab-
aence of fear, a feeling of rest, an ab-
sence of trepidation concerning the
movements of the nation, and a sensec
of security that I beljeve Do other peo-
ple on the earth have. The reason of
it is that we know that God doeth
nothing, except He revealeth It unto
His servants the Prophets. We know
the spirit of prophecy is In our midst.
and that §f there is any danger threat-
ening us we shall be prepared for it.
The Lord wiil insplre Hls servants
and His people so that they wlll not
be found unprepared.

God bless you, mY brethren and sis-
God bleas us all during this Con-

ters.
ferenca; bless every man that sghall
speak, and inspire him with the Spirit

and power of God; bless every one that
ghall listen that all may rejoice to-
gether and be mutually edified; which
I humbly ask In the name of Jesus.

Amen.
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AMONG THE AYMARASR,

La Paz, Bollvia, May 30, 1898.—Three-
fcurths of all the people of Bolivia are
Indians. The country is more than one-
sixth the size of the United States
without Alaska, and these Indjans are
scattered all over L Some of them
are savage, but the bulk, comprising
a papulation approximating a million,
belong to two civillzed tribes known
as the Quichua (Keech-wah) and Ay-
mara. The Quichua claim to be the
deacendants of the oild Incas. They
are found about the northeastern
shores of Lake Titicaca and in the
states to the south of La Paz. The
Aymaras Inhabft this high plateau,and
their villages of mud hutd may be
counted by the thousands in this part
‘of Bollyia. They are a people of them-
selves, with curious hablts, queer ©us-
toms and a life and character peculiar-
ly thelr own. If I should say that
stavery still prevails in Bolivia, 1 sup-
pose the statement would be dlsputed.
It is true nevertheless. These Indians
are t0 a great extent slaves. This is
a feudal country and the men and wo-
men are hought and sold with the
farms on which they Yive. ‘The fact
that they could perhaps leave upon
paying their debts does not alter tha
matter, It is known that thelr at.
tachment to their homes 1s such that
they will not leave and the proprietor
does not hesitate to agree to deliver his
human goods with the property. The
most of the lands here are owned by
the Cholos or half breeds, who have
Spanish and Indian blood in them, and
b¥ the whites, who are the descendants
of the Spaniards who conquered the
ecountry. Upon each farm there
ig a community of these Indians, who
throughout the whole year give three
days of each week to thelr master and
are allowed the remalning days for
themselves. They recelve no wages
for working for the owner of the plan-
tation and are supposed to do the work
In Heu of the ground rent for the spot
on which they have built their mud
huts and for the little patches which
they are allowed to farm for them-
relves. If their master has use for
only a part of the time he has the
right to hire them out to others, and if
they do not obey him he can, within
certain limits, infilet punishment upon
them. They expect to be whipped,
and I have hea_3 It said here tnhat In-
dian servarts umble when they are
pot punished for a long time, because
they consider it a sign that thelr mas-~
ter has ceased to Hke them. An In-
disn here has in few things any right
that anyone else is bound to respect,
and it is indeed* not an uncommon
thing' to see one struck to make him
nrove faster or understand more quick-
ly.

Notwithstanding their I[ll-treatment
the Indians seem to stick to thelr mas-
ters. They are absolutely without am-
bition and seem to be content with
their lot. They will work for thelr
masters for nothing rather than recelve
pay from a foreigner, and they will
fight to the death the Indians of a
nelghboring plantation with whom they
are angry or of whom they are jeal-
ous, Feuds often exist between the In-
dians of the farms of a neighborhood,
and gun fights angd sling fights are com-
mon. The sling is the natural weapon
of the Aymara. Fe has the skill of
David, and is never afraid to attack
his Goliath at suech times. He uses the
sling to stone his sheep from straying
from the flock, and from behind hls hut
often watches for his enemy and sends
a rock crashing through his brain. He
considers hls master's grievances his
pwn, and will engage in any battle to

hich he may be Instigated by him.
I heard of a case of this kind last night
A foreign merchant of” La Paz had
bought a small piantation with a cer.
tain number of Indians, adjoining the
estate of a rich Bolivian, The Bolivian
coveted the foreigner’s property and
wanted to force him to sell it cheap.
He fomented a feud between his In-
dlans and those of the foreigner, The
crops of the forefgner's Indians were
pulled from the ground, hls men were
stoned, and at last they came to him
and told their asituatlon. He asked
them what they were golng to do about
it. They replied that if he would al-
low them the key of the house and
church and glve them forty pounds of
cocoa leaves and six gallons of alcohol
they would soon settle the difficulty.
They told him that the Bollvlan was
trying to make him sick of the bargaln,
and that he was doing this so that he
would giadily sell out the property for
little or nothing. *But,” said the for-
eigner to the chlef of the Indians, “what
can your do? You have only forty men
and the Bollvian has 250.” The chief
sajd he would get the Indians of other
small farms near by to unite with
them. This they did. They concealed
these Indians in the church on the es-
tate, and when the marauding Indians
came again and began to pull up the
crops all sallied forth, There was a
pitched battle, and about thirty of the
Bolivian's Indians were kilied, The re-
sult was that the Bolivian came a day
or s0 later to the forelgner and asked
him to sell him his place. Satd the
forelgner: *“Yes, I will gell to you, but
my price is now $20,000. I offered you
the farm a month ago for $16,000, but
after what you have done you cannot
have it for less than $20,000.*

“I will take it,”" was the reply. *“I
?}s‘t:e fhan:l EP?“K}‘“M you, and as I want

arm w, ay what *
And he dig. g ¥ i

All the dishwashing, fire making and
water carrying as well as the dirty
work of the household generally in Ta
Paz is done hy men called Pongos. The
Pongo of most houses is changed every
week and many families have fifty-two
different Pongos In a year. This is due
to one of the customs which prevalls
here between the Indians and their
masters, In addltion to the three days
a week without pay, which the Indians
must give they have to furnlsh also
without pay so many men a week to
do the dirty work about the house. On
a large farm five or six more auch men
are furnished than are needed by the
family of the planter and they are then
hire@ out to others. As the Pongo
works only for 8 week at a time, the
coniract {8 made to furnish one a year
for from $80 to $100 Bolivian or from
%28 to 325 American. The Pongo when
he cames at the first of the week brings
with his five bags of llama manure for
the fuel of the household angd also two

the cold stones Inside the door leading
to the street and must get Up and open
to anyone who knocks. The work done
by him will not be done by any of the
other servants, so that if you should
have twenty other servants you must
still have your Pongo. The Ponga
alone will go to the public fountaln for
the water, the Pongo carries the vege-
tables and meats which the cook buyé.
home from market ahd the Pongo alone
empties the slops and cleans the pots
and pans.

These Indlans often give their chill
dren over to the whites to be brough‘i
up by them as servants. There is a
money conslderatlon, and though the
Bolivian law provides for the educa-
tion of a child so bought, this ig prg%-
tlcally iimited by the ¢aprice of the
buyer. The contract usually provides
that the parents may have the child
back If they pay twenty cents a day
for the time he has beem in the hands
of the buyer, but as the Indiams pever
have any money ahead such sales are
usuaily absolute, and they are ip fopes
unt!l the child is of age. If the yjaster
don’t like the child, however, he can
send It back, clalming it has some
fault. Many of the house servapts of
La Paz are gotten In this way, o
peclally in the case of the girla, Ag 3
rule, a large number of Servants afa
needed, one usually belng allotted te
each child of a well-to-do family, The
servants are lazy arfd lnefﬁcient.'u -
quiring about four Indlans to gg tl:e
work of one gnod American hired girl
The wages are from $1.20 pg $3§"—'
lt'no;lth 1rtllathis money, whlch g equai
o from fonty-two cents ]
jecan money. €0 3350 Amer-

I wish I could take you

these Indian huts and m{:l‘tgoonej Df
how hubdreds of thousands of enule
live here in Bolivia. It is by ng ,r,)n ks
easy to get into the Indian’s heanea
for he hates strangers and wip nogusd.
mit apyone if he can help {t I :aé
one or two rather serious EX-perle

while making my investlzatlons of 11(};]3_5
kind on the Titlcaca plateat:, ang 115
one case the Indlan housepolder
showed fight and threatened to hasr
me arrested. The outside of ghe h fe
are to be seen everywhere in tha -
try about here. I hawe ridden g.llmn‘
tens of thousands of them apg t?-.m:
are practically the same everyhw B
They would hardly rank as Y

pig pens In America. Ima,g'i'ﬁzp?t“‘:}g
hut from six, eight to twelye Teet

square. Let it have walla g5 L

you can reach up to the thatc}?e‘:i tr:',?é
without effort. Let it have no in-
dows and let the door be ap o wtn
two feet from the ground, so smaxlale?hns“
you have to stoop to get Intg it Tl:
floor of the hut is the ground and S
step over the high &oor sil] ¢g 3 ty'o

Once Inside there is lttle mor'ege{hu;
room to turn about, for oftan the far;-
ing utensils belonging to the owner are
kept there and it may be that in th
hut the donkey, the chickens and ths
llamas also quarter. There ig little
furniture. The people 8it on the floor
and men, women and ehildpen back
themselves up against the wall at
night, Keeping as close together as
possible for warmth, and sleep sktting
In one corner of the hut there ts a lit-
tle hearth or clay stove with a plle of
Itama manure for fuel beslde i, There
Is no chimney to the hut and the dense
smoke finds Its way out as it can. Ne
one thinks of using fire for wa;-mth
Fuel is too expensive for anything ex;
cept cooklng. The family gdoes not
change Ite clothes at night. Bveryone
sleeps in the clothes which he wears
during the day. The men and boys
wrap their ponchos about them .and
the women their blankets and all dra

themselves as closely as possible tos
a

or three native brooms. &e gets noth-, gether that no part of their bodles may

ing for these and receives in short no
pay whatever. At night he sleeps on

remaln uncovered. The cooking Is
very simple, one of the favorite d’i:shes



