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t THE conference
timTHE holdingholdin gorworafpf the april confer-
enceencee at st george will berbeabebh change
from the custom since the settle
merit of this region ththatat city 1Is

betbetweenwen abrthreeae and four kundrod
miles from this city which is a
long waywhy and much of it not over
the best of roads for the people
living down there to come to con-
ference inla thisthirdlyaltelt those who
would comei and come regularly
have been put to this inconven-
ience expense and loss ofbf timetidle
ticetwice a year ierfoe asis many years as
they havehavo resided iabhat part of
the territory the journey
and visit to one conferencecon ferenceferenpe would
occupy about a tenth of the
yeyearar for itsita performperformancean geaden andhidfid ihas
demand coming every year andarid
twice a year if they came to confer-
enceenceej it bifican be readily seen that it
hahass beenbrenno no small tax upon them
this year they will be exempt from
this inconvenience the conferenceconferencoeDCO
being announced to be held inlit the
chiet city of that part efof the terrterri-
tory

1i

wewo blhaveave no doubt the saints
thereaboutthereabout will greatly appreciate
thiathis arrangement and enjoy the
conference first general
conference they will have had aatV
home there

on the other hand those of the
residents inlif the northern part of
the territory wildwho wish to go to
conference andund who are prepareded
to do so have the privilege of vis-
iting that portion ofbf the territory
and taking such part in the serv-
icesscesnaas maydiffay be but thath ferest bulk
of the hortherneru ppeoplespeopleasA a mattermaiter
of necessity willwilI1 stay at home and
w no aldudoubtbt will cheerfulcheerfully

I1
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accord toio the southsouthernbrn bretbrekbrethrenhrell
and aistersB estera the privilege1

0 havingiiabing
1

the conference heldheidheidheld in the southbouth
tbthi present season
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thelast dying speech and confes-
sion of john D lee as reported
topp isonebisone of those peculiar uutter-
ances of a guilty man on theaonthe con-
fides of eternity who cannot slide
tegtha guilt oltoff his own shoulders upon
tbtthe shoulders of somebody else yet
whoW 0 isis anxious to place a portion
at least of the responsibility for
the same other person
indirectly if he cannot directly
and who foundersflounders about like a

T dKdrowningowning marman catching atnt any
straw that may choose to float by

though he says nothing Winthethe
inmost remote decreedegree really impli-
cating the leaders of the church of
jesus christ of latter day saints
inallein the mimedime farfor which hebe forfeited
hihiss life yet he mentimentionsons the lealewpresiea
id epieil ttotof the churchchuich in a manner
which georue consider suggestive of
thewe idea that it was iniff consequence
ofoe his I1teachings that leelee ccommit-
tee theibe great crime for which he
wiswas concondemneddamned to die As other
pirpersonssonsbons foifor what reason kheyhey
themthemselvessely ps should best know have
directly asserted the responsibility

for
meadows massacre we may saybay8ay a
few words on this subject and we
ought to say preliminarily thataba
we owe

i
president yountz an apol-

ogy for amentioning him in this
connection nor should we hayehave
done Itiit were it not ththatathishishig pamename
hashaa been dragged into prominence
in anau unwarrantable I1andandaud recrecklesskiesskleis
manner inhi many discussions con-
cerningce this most repulsive aclair ilet us ggp back to the times whenn
th becuoccurred They werepta
percpeculiarpecullaruliarulfar times there were nong
railroads then no telegraph no
day epexpressress no mails the mallsmailsndhad beanbeeneeneon Jitoppedflopped by govern mertment
orderstyrtirdemmdere the general government
had sentlent a large and splendidly ap-
pointed firmyarmy on the way to utah
what forjox so far as the people here
could learn it was totd disperse and
destroy them and hang the leaders
Thethesethebeseandbeaudand worse things were the
teportedreported boasts of the soldiery

around their campfirescamp fires across the
plains what was the reason for
all this display ofeif the pomp and cir-
cumstancecumstance of civil waiwal simply
that ambition disappointed and
corrupt officials hadbad brneborne falsefaise tes-
timony at washington against the
people of this territory had filled
administrativethetho aarandear and the pub-
lic ear wiwithth absolute and vile faiefalsefale

a and aggravat-
ingne character concerning the situbitu a 1

tionliont in these valleffvalleys ayadand the
character and dldispositionpospoa tion of the
people exciteexcitement was the rule
everywhere in the statesstatta regarding
the mormonscormonsMormons and everywhere
inla utah Xeregardinggarding the intentions
of the government and the army
towardtowards here thetho pas-
sions were aroused here for self
defensee and selfseif preservationn there
forfbi vengeance martial law was the
ruleruiel herebeta werelywere arms
to defend their livesilves their liber-
tiestiestie 8 their wivesaves their chachildren
and their religion

whenn wewb consider all these
things the wonder the pedpeopod
pie here generally werewore so forbear-
ing sofo self controlled so easilyeagly
won over to pacification as they
were the territory was remote
months requiredad to convey

to and from washing-
ton annitand then it was a most daudan
ceroua service after the mailsmalls were
Estopped crueltiesCruel ties at which hosethose of
a Claver house or adari alva would
have paled might have lieenlleen per-
petratedpet by brejprejudicedu diceddicea officials in-
furiatedfurfurnafuria ted soldierssolsoidiersdiera and reckless
foilfollowers months before the au
thoitho kleskies atwashington could have
beebeen cognizant of the atrocities
thesergses things were apprehended by
the people of thesathese valleys these
were the feelings at valleystheha people at
that time the gettlesettlesettlementsments werewro
remremoteote sparsely peopled and in
the midst of anataultan idian country
the indians were exexcitedbelted and some
of th eemmadni because of needless
provocationsprovocations and reckless crueltiescruel ties
bypassing americalAme 11 the very
enilemigrantat company slaughtered at
the meadowseado ws went through the
settlements cursing andanti swearing
at the cormonsmormonsMormons blaspheming
and reviling at their religion
breathing out threaten ings and
vengeance arid slaughter towards
themthern vowingg that they would lie
by until theth army hadbad come ininandand
thentheu turn around upon the settlers
with determination of blood and
rapine also abusing andaind aggravat-
ing the indians by poisoning ani-
mals and water

even under these dark and
threatening circumstances and
when there was little breadbreadstuffs
in the countrcountryyi and no prospect of
raising another crop the settlers
were instructed to furnish paspassingingedg
emigrants with the provisions they
actuallyactuallyaily needed but no graingrata forfur
animals to eat the animals of the
settlers beingbehig fed grain seldom and
sparingly alidandarld to let the compan-
ies pass by peaceably and safely
some companies were actually es-
corted by mormonscormonsMor mons to protect
them from the indiansindiana

we do not write this to vindicate
president young but for the in-
formation of the public he needs
no vindication it having been in-
disputably established and well
and generally known that helaswas
not cognizant of the massmasEmassacreacre until
it was over and that his constant
instructions as governor in that
time of danger and excitement
were of a precisely opposite charac-
ter to any proceedproceedingiLg of that kind
being emphatically in davfavoror of the
most conciliatory policy and
bloodless measures first last and
all the time every citizen of
those dimpstimes knows that the con
stant ruling standing instructions
of governor young iuin those perilpeni
ous times were totobebeararandand forbear
to aclact strictly on the defensive not
to shed blood so long as it could
possibly be avoided and then
only inn the last extremity of self
defence consequently he could
not possibly be in anywise respon-
sible for the massacre any more
thautham general aledbledneelee or jackson or
J E johnson were for- theforthe allegedlAlleged
inhumanities of andersonvilleAndersonville or
the depredations of the jay hawkerserserb
of Missourmissouriij or the federal govern-
ment for the gross immoralities of
judge drummond or the judicial
illegalities and fanatical perver-
sions bf melMclmereanmckeanCean the true prin-
ciples of mormonism are no
more responsible for the massacre
than the principles of true democ-
racy are for the assassination of
lincoln or the attempted assassina-
tion of packard or than the prin-
ciples of true republicanism are for
the carpetbagcarpet bag misrule the official
plunderings and the returning
board frauds of 1lateate years

all causes suffer more frofromin the
follies and crimes of pro-
fessed friends than from the overt
aetaacta of open and pronounced ene-
mies the indiscretion rashness
andaia IIIiu directed zeal of adherents
are often more damaging than the
vigorous assaults of opponents
patience and prudence in the times
ththatat try mens souls are
buestues hasty imprudence and rasrakrabbrash
aggressiveness breiarin far more com
mon active resistance is always
more easy more allalialluringaring more
fascinating than passive resist-
ance

L

if lees failfarlfanatical and misguided
zeal led him to commit crimes of
a heinous nature lawas because of
hishig erroneous andaad distorted views
of true principlesprinciplesj and not the
legitimate fruits of the principles
themselves operating ubonuonalou anun
honest heart

thetile doctrines of the church are
diametricdiametricallyalvaly opposed to threshed
ding of ingoInLoinnocentcent blood thou
shuit do norits murder is a divine
command the murderer hahbath
not eternal ilfelife abiding in him is
a divine precept so distinctly is
this principle understood among
ththee Llatteraater day saints that they re-
gard as nori the belief ovmandamany

that a murderer can
step from the beaheahearroldfroidfrold to0o heaven
thuythey do notnol believe there Is any
forgiveforgivenessnessnesi fortor that sin it must
be atoned for by the crInicriminalinalinai him-
selfselfseif as the scripture says whosochoso
sh eddeth mans blood by man
shall his blood belie shed

so far as lee is concerned the
church andund the gratified
with the fact that justice has been
done litkitat was their desire to have
it done much sooner that it was
delayed so long was none of their
fault norncr wish

ANDarlid wayWHY NOT years AGO
I1

THE execution of john D lee took
place nearly twenty years after the
crime which he expiated withwialth his
ire was perpetrated the question
lais pertinent and Esuggests itself
wilywhy was he potnot tried convicted
and punished many vearsyears ago

the answer iaIs plainiainlain and simple
because no properpropof etennasennesqa were
made ito16 tha bendtendjy the officers of
the law duningduring all that long in-
terim of nearly two decadesdecadesdeg ex-
cepting inln rgregarddloto thothe proceedings

I1 m

which resulted in thetho consummat-
ing event of yesterday marchlarch 23

ybywily were not judicious steps
taken earlier to jjudicially investi-
gate the whole affair andaal ferret out
undand punish the real cricriminalecrimiminahnaim be-
causeC suchsucu did not appeappanalparar to be the
intlatintentionedtion of the federal officials
whose busbusinessineslues k it was to lookjook after
such things during nearly all of
those twenty yearyears one ththoughtlit
and one thought aioaloalone11 seemedeemehofftto
be uppermost in the mmindsands of those
officers who controlledontrolled judicial ac-
tion in oils connection and that
orleone thought was how the despenresponsi-
bility

51
I1

of illethe whole affair could
bebei eeffectually saddled upon
the leading authorities of the
churchCh off jesus christ of lattersaddiebaddieday saintsSainta if theythen could nolnoc sad-
die

sad-
dle it there they dldidid not care to
saddle it anywhere if that could
not be done nothing was desired to
be done if that could have been
dohedone it would have been done
years ago but it never waswms donedonti
because it could not be done it
nevel will be done because it can
not be done the innocent can
never W proved guilty because
such ait thing i- an ItZimpossibilitypossibility it
isi a contradiction in terms it is
not possible because it would bebb a
contradcontradictionleXion inln factfacts which never
can be

THE PLACE OF EXECUTION

INinteinreregardgard to thedie taking bf joan D

tleeleoe0 a hhundredund rad mimilesbilfbieilieelifiliiiieg or
aj

so away
from the place of trial to the place
where his crime was perpetrateperpetrateddi
in order that he might be executed
therethre the questionquestionss may beb e
aaskedashodrhod laIs it usual to execexecutekitetite crimi-
nals fatsat the places where their
crimesprimes were committed if it is
nol then why was that course
pursueded jnin the particular iniinsinstancefance
under consideration

it may be stated that the course
spoken of01 was unusual if notvot
unprecedentededented the authorities of
newnow yorla of chicago of san franfran

cisco of 56t loulloui afof london eetctC

dudo nutnot take criminals to the precise
places whwhereew their crimes werevere
committedbitted in erderorder to execute
them there lucliu a courseco if at-
tempted would be generally con-
demned andaud for various reasons

it would be considered an unneces-
sary expense it would be dondonaldc kidaid
eadered an exhibition of an udworthyunworthy
spirit altogether gragratuitoustulous on the
part of ehgthe officers of the lawhusel it
would be regarded as antin unnecessa-
ry stretch of executive severity it
wouldmould be looked upon as a mani-
festationfe of a passionate and deter-
minate spirit of revenge rather
thanthair as the execution of calm in-
flexible impartial deliberate Jjusus
tice it would be viewed
tivelive of a desire toio take something

life of the cricilminalminai
it would bobd looked upon as a re-
finement and excess of cruelty inoremore
worthy of abo dark ages the
last quarter of the nineteenth cen-
tury it would hebe looked upon as
a penal policy worthy of thetho span
ish inquisition rather than of the
officers of the jaw in the greatest
rerepubliculiebile the world has seen

theha question then arises vicy
was this course taken jnin thisthis in
stanceanee the officers iverewere morally
sure ofor the criminals life what
more did they wish to have what
moremere did they desiredaire from ihen
did they wishish to blheapcapc up cheapch
notoriety to rhemsthemselveseI1 F didI1 they
wish to makee politicalpoilPOll Cl capital out
otof the execution ofok the law did
they wish to harrow and torture
the criminal in his last hours by
bringing vivivividlyidly before his mind
thethin harrowing details of his crime
the sentenceEenFen tencetenee of the judge did not
require this to be done uhethe telmaermseims
of the law did not require this totd
onbo done the sentence and theibe
law merely requiredalred the life of the
prisoner thataliat he should be shot
dead within c specified hourstours
of course atav a convenientconvenient
place but was a place a
hundred miles away moretonmore con-
venient than thousands of pla-
ces rnmuchch nearer than scores of
placesplaces not ait mileralle distant if not
upon the score
whywily allail the trouble to take the
criminal a hundred miles awnyawaydway
there must have been 1

and if that cause was not the demdesirere
to gawgalgainin personal notormotornotorietylety oroi to
make political capital what waltwaitwasllwhit
let us try to find it out

there isiq one thing that might
have been the motivenortheforthe adop-
tion of so unusual so extraordinary
a course in executing cacapital pupun-
ishment in this instance follfor crime
committed thit motivemotle might
have yeenbeenbeen the desire by the actual
sight of the scene of his crime and
by the consequently revived remi

of thethetho occurrences of
thattha orforlrimemetoto drivedrivel thebe criminal to
say somesomethinglg that it was hoped
could be used to implicate
ers of the mormon church in
thethe ericrierimecrimeme for which he was ftaboutbout
to sunner the 0
the law

if this waswads the real motive and
wecandidlyband idly confess tha ailall those

as possible it seems
the most likely then waswaa it a most
unworthyunworthyWorthy motive one to bee mcevereavere
ly reprobated onoonebenootof so cruet and
induisiinquisitorialorlal aa character as to b-abe ab-
solutelysol beyond the palepaie of the
authority of the latlailawandvaudvand equally op-
posed to every huhumaneiname sentiment
andaud feeling consequently it may
iebe asked how do these officials

justify them elves from the charge
of exceeding their duty and from
the weightweightierlerier cheh rge of the most
extraordinary excess of severity
amounting to celinea brutality in
thusthua needlessly increase ing the
mental torturestortured of the criminal
they can answer for themselves

one thadthingt further may be said
emheit motive for the tatiextraordinary
course of the offittrs off the law
treated ofbf laboaboveve were of the in-
quisitorialquisit orialrial character named illeilietilethe
motive was Na barrengrren one the results
hoped forforsworeWere abt obtained the
troubletroubie and eiexpense were absolute-
ly thrown

inananyauyany mailmaiimannermannenildilo rththethu0
journey was ablacka blankbiank failure tiiethe
animus of matter of determin-
inginythethe place of emedemeeexecutionution
ly belongs to a I1speciesspecie unworthy
pet tinertinei legallegaiC irrelevancyaneyancy audand
extra to which officers
of the law not descend

e

THEtee L bemmis
SIONSIGN

THE newnow comunis ionlon to investi-
gate the situation in louisiana

ppreviousr vlo10 us ta lre liay es ing
decisive action in recardregard to thethie
affairs of that state does notnob ap o

pear to please either party tilethe
do not like it andrid the

democrats angry about
ibit tilethe itierlatteriatter vigaroare ni

ot vellveli rid of
their intense chagrinnov0 a

of Lthehe last compromise
the eight to seven arrangearrangementmenti
whichalch left them and their candi-
date out in the cold so unfeelinglyunfeelinglydlyp
and very likely they anticipateanticipatesi
another eight to seven arrange-
ment by the proposed new omaema
missmissionlonloh the republicans waiwarvr
haps fear investigation might do
them no credit

the fact appears to be that the rep-
ublicanspublicans want their way and the
democrats are just as anxious to
hayehave theirs each wants to obtain
thehe ruling howerin the state and
each is determined to have it afK
possible As BOimo comcommissionmiWon can
possibly leadledd to the gratification of
the wishessotof both partpartie16s aono com-
mission can give very wideyide satis r
faction and any commission would
be likely to unearth some things
damagedamaginging to both partiespartles

LEES confessions
tiieTHE newnow91w york fferald aandnd the
san francisco chroniclechronicler and bomasome

papers copied fronifrom them
have a lengthy niblingra storstorye
purportingting to bebeanallali aastraabstractct of the
confession of john D lee the

i

document signed by wm VVL
bishobishopp this hlay bbbbb termed leostellconfession no 1 1

1

his confession at the place of his
execution may be termed his conf-
ession no 2 s

i

the synopsis madamade
and foifbi wardewardedd by mr ilishbishopOPI
doubtless for a round summ ofcf money
as money is always thewe main idea
in sensensationalsat Jonal literature purports
to bethe the substance ofa much more
lengthy storyatory which mr bishop
says he obtained from lefandlee andaud
wuiwill publish in book form for the
purpose of course of raising moiemoio
money thisThia jwill make confession
no0 O 3 j

but number three is not alianallanaliall an
0ottherandherand this time the profieseedgidaid
identical confession the genuine
document is already and
published as will be seen kromirom thetho
following extract from the sacra-
mento record union of march 23

the newyorknew york herald yeyesterday
printed and a feeble tender of thetho
gierald in bansan franciscofraneisco wasas aisoalso
permitted to0o printa thin and garbl-
ed anandd altogether inaccurate state
mentmont purporting to bobe the confes-
sion of john D lee the designa-
tion given to it was IL complete
misnomer jtit was not the confes-
sionssionblon of john D lee nor anything
like it it was merely a disjointed
tindnd unfaithful echo of some part of
tthat confession as little resembling
tthe original as any statement com-
piled from the published accounts
of the mountain meadows mas-
sacre would havebave been the
only genuine confession of john
D lee written by his own
hand and containing hisjils own ver-
sion of the facto is in the possession
of the record union and will beto
given to the public tomorrowto morrow it
was like the heraldsordid and itslis feeble
san franciscofrandisco tender to attempt to
palm off their fraudulent and bogus
narration as genuine but when the
real confesconfessionsionsiou appearsappear it will be
seen how great a difference exists
between thetue falsefaise andaud thelrueththeetruetrue it
willwilt further be onarobservedved that the
bogus yarn printed yeyesterdayesterday pur
parts to have been furnished by
bishop leos attorney nowow at
the very timettime this alleged confes-
sion was being published leesleela
friends were moving heaven andard
earth to procure a reprieve forbidforhimhimbim
the publiapublic are therefore invited tito
believe that his own attorney de-
liberatelylibera tely betrayed himblin by putting
in the handshanda ofbf the public facts
which artheythey had anytiny influ-
ence militate3 against his chances
otesOfesof escapecapecaPO from death whether
bishop dadidd or did not thus betray
his clientpliant however3 the fact is
tain that therealthetho realreni confession of leeleo
hashaq been published and
will not be until tomorrowsto morrows issue
of the record union lays it before
the people of the pacific coast
what the condemned mairman did
write is at leastlenot an intelligible ar-
ray

ar-
my of factstaets and motives and not a
bold and confused farrago of such
stuff as shenewthe new york herald and


