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OFFICIAL declaration

to whom it may concern
PRESS dispatches having been sent

for political purposes from salt lake
city which have been widely pub-

lished to the effect that the utah
commission in their recent report

to the secretary of the interior
allege that plural marriages are
still being solemnized and that forty

or more such marriages have been

contracted in utah since last june
or during the past year also that

in public discourses the leaders of

the church have encouraged

and urged the continuance of the
practice of polygamy

1I therefore as president of the
church of jesus christ off latter
day saints do hereby in the most

solemn manner declare that these

chargeshharges are false we are not
teaching polygamy or plural tmar-

riage

ar-

riage nor permitting any person to

enter into its practice and I1 deny

that either forty or any therother num-
ber of plural marriages have duringdurin9
that period been solemnized in our

templestemple or in any other place in the
territory

one easecase has been reported in
which the parties alleged that the
marriage waswag performed in the
endowment house in salt lake
city in the spring of 1889 but I1

hive not been able to learn who

performed the ceremony what-

ever was done in this mat-
ter was without my knowl-

edge in consequence of this
alleged occurrence the endow-
mentent housa wwas by myiny instruc-

tions taken down without delay
inasmuch as laws have been en-

acted by congress fotforbiddingbidding plural

marriages which laws have been

pronounced constitutional by the
court of last resort I1 hereby declare
my intention to submit to those
laws and to use my influence with

the members of the church over

which I1 preside to have them do

likewise

there is nothing in my teachings
to the church or in those of my

associates dduringu ri ng ththee titimeme apecispecifiedfl ed

which can reasonably be construedtrued
to inculcate or encourage polyg-

amy and when any elder of the
church has used language which

appeared to convey such teaching
he has been promptly reprovedceproved and
I1 now publicly declare that my ad-

vice to the latter day saints is to

refrain from contracting any
marriage forbidden by the law of

the land
WILFORD WOODRUFF

president of the church of jesus

christ of latter day saints

the foregoing was sent to the ass-
ociatedsocsocia ted press for publication but
has only appeared here in a con-
densed form which poorly conveys
the sentiments of the writer this
is the full document as prepared and
sigard officially by presidentPreaident wil-
ford woodruff

THE DISPATCH FIEND AT WORK

THE saltbait lake dispatch fiend is
again at work garbled accounts of

an allallegedaged report of the utah com-
mission to the secretary of the int-
erior have been sent over the wires
and the evident effort of the fiend is
to stir up anew the periodical ex-
citementcitement about dAmy and

polygamy 11

it might appear rather strange
that the dispatches should be dated

salt lake city it would be
naturally supposed that they would
eemanate from washington if the
commission had made its annual
report and filed it in the usual
way but to persons who un
dereder tandstand how these anti morimor
mon furors are worked up the
matter is easy enough they all
start from the same lying centre and
are sent out with the same nefarious
object it is another liberal polit-
ical plot what is wanted is the
disfranchisement of all the mor
mons that the minority may rule
utah and gain control of the treas-
ury

it Is asserted in these dispatches

that the commission believe thab
more than eighty plural marriages
have been contracted since june
1893 and that only a small propor-
tion have been reported 11

we do not believe the commis-
sion has said anything of the kind
if this statement has been made it
has been uttered without foundation
and for a malicious purpose the
courts have no such information
and it is only gossip at the utmost
we can scarcely credit the asser-
tion that the commission have said
this we believe it is an invention
of the dispatch fiends and one of
his old tricks for which neither the
associated press nor the commis-
sion nor the public who desire
authentic news will thank him

when the commissions report
is filed and published we will refer
to this matter again the alleged
reports circulated either by tele-
graph or in any other way before
the official report is filed and from 4

a source outside of the commission
are burdened with suspicion and not
tuto be relied upon

POINTS WORTH considering
CURING the last few daysdayi the

air has been filled with rumors of
strikes most of them unfounded 1

4

thisaphis perturbed coalition has ex-
isted since the action of the street
car men one newspaper has been
specially busy in circulating reports
of the character referred to this i
morning it publishes the following
disclaimer which because of the
reasonable spirit it breathes we
deem worthy a place iuin our col-
umns

1 I notice an item in this morn-
ings issue of your paper that it is
asserted on good authority that the
carpenters and bricklayers will go
on a strike this morning in justice
to the public and to ourselvesourselves r
hasten to correct the report As re-
gards the bricklayers we do not
intend to strike on monday tuesday
or any other day that I1 am aware of y

we are not a striking organization we
arbitrate our difference it and we
always succeed infixing matters satis-
factorilyfacto rily we have never had a strike
when we asked for a reduction of
hours of labor we gave con-
tractors

V
six months notice and

will give the same timelime in easecase
of other demands and shall endeavor
to keep the good will of the publiopublic andund
the record we have made of being the
most conservative union in the city
adhering strictly to the principles of
justice and equality between employer Jand employedemp loye we believe that in
union there is strength and that self
preservation is the first law of nature
we hold the justice and truth of the
principle merit makes the man 11 and
we firmly believe that industry
sobriety and a proper regard for the
Vrwelfareelfare of our fellow man form ola baaba
upon which the principle rests fyd
recognize no rule of action or prinprinciplecloo


