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this fund was contributed by mor
mons and handled by mormonscormons with
certain purposes and objects for the
icaeU and benefit of mormonscormonsMormons the
supreme court of the united statesslates
has declared thesethem objects and purposes
to be wholly or in part objectionable

I but has nowhere declared nor in
deed can it reasonably be said that

and purposesseb cannot be found
I1 in which a fund devoted exclusively
alteyir cormonsmormons may be employed by

frfor the use and benefit of
cormonsmormonsMormons upon trusts and charities
notnoi only freefra from lagalal obobjectionLection
but in evryevery respect commendable

it would seemeem in view of the
premipremisessee and in the light of the history

t of the times that there is no object or
purpose either momorere appropriate or more
UMI
purpose

1I1 and more free from legal and
other objectionsbj sections to which this fund can
be applied thai in teaching the youth
of the latter day saints tho principles
of constitutional and other law

this suggestion is submitted to your
honor in the confident belief that the
disposition asked furnishes a purpose
lawful in character nearly correspond

ill ingiak to the purposes for which the fund
44 wasvas originally dedicated and acquired

ee and which will not only be applauded
M toyby the entire bady of the latter

day saints but will be favored
by the american people who
while approving it may be the
diversion of the fund from its original
objects slidand purposes will view with
deavor any disposition which by di

z it evene in ptpart to those who

tuehave notirot contributed a dollar towards

itat will prevent the donors from using
it in a lawful and meritorious manner

ong themselves
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FII111 1 by richard W YOUNG

attorney for petitioner

or of utah I1t as
COUcountyanty of salt lake
willard young being duly sworn

11 af
11 ay I1 am president of young uni

mentioned in the foregoing pe
t that I1 have read the said pe-

p lutton
2

and know the contents thereof
r audnd that the statements of facts made

therein are true of my own knowledge
I1 WILLARD YOUNG

subscribed and sworn to before me
this day of october 1891

RICHARD W YOUNG
notary public

TIRETHE DEATH OF POLYGAMY IN UTAH

forum for november containscontainIs
thothe fofollowing article from the pen of
chief justice zane we reproduce it
almost entire

years after joseph smith founded
viethe mormon church he declared that

almighty had revealed to him that
was rigrightht and he adopted it

1 l a doctrine he and some of his
aers commenced the practice rutbut

alnln obedience to public opinion based
1 01r uwnupon the moral sense of the american

s

Popeopleople and according to their own
and conscience I1 presume our

axonal lawmakerslaw makers in 1862 enacted ajr defining plural marriage as a
ertme and fixing the punishment in
1882 they made another law more

comprehensive defining
aud punishing unlawful cohabitation

f alsoalo as a crime Aaudad in 1887 still an-

other law was passed designed to be

yet more stringent and effectual the
courts of the territory of utah began
the enforcement of the two acts first
mentioned in september 1884 and of
the last law as soon as it took effect
after more than thirteen hundred men
hadbad been sent to prison for their viola-
tion wilford woodruff the president
of the mormon church made and
published an official declaration
termed the manifesto in which tois
found the following language

here are inserted extracts from the
declaration made by president wood-
ruff the resolution of adoption by the
general Cunconferenceterence october 6 1890
and remarks made by presidents wil-
ford woodruff and george Q cannon
on the inspiration of the manifesto

I1 have made these quotations to show
thattaht the president of the church ad-
vised its members to obey the law pro-
hibitinghibi polygamy and unlawful co-

habitation that the advice was given
after prayer before the lord as he and
hisbli first counselor baldssaid and that they
also said the manifesto was written and
the advice given when the spirit of
the lord waswaa upon its author that the
church declared he was the anly person
baving the authority to give the
advice and that it was binding
upon all its members that after
prayer it was approved by the
first counsecounselorlorandand other high officers
before it was submitted to the con-
ference and that he declared he knew
it was right all this must be taken
as equivalent to the declaration that
the manifesto was the expression of the
almighty by means of the spirit and
that it should be regarded by mormonscormons
as the will of god so manifested to
woodruff and declared by hihimin to all
viethe members of the church of jesus
christ of latter day saintssainte in effect
the manifesto is declared to be a revela-
tion by means of supernatural power
it and the expressions of the president
and hisbis first counselor and the resolu-
tion and the circumstances attending
them are more significant and solemn
to the mind of the mormon than to
some of us who have but little or nodo
faith in the interposition of infinite
wisdom and power in supernatural
ways or to a great many otaw who
do believe in supernatural manifesta-
tions of power and wisdom but do
not believe that the lord communi-
cates his will especially to the mor-
mon

the latter day saintssainte like the mem-
bers of other churches oreare usually
sincere during a period of nearly six
years before the action of the church
above shown it became my duty to
sentence several hundred mormonscormons
who had been convicted from time to
time of polygamy or unlawful cohabit-
ation inn the beginning it appeared
probable that a large number of men
law abiding aside from their polyga-
mous practices would be imprisoned
under the law believinglievingBo that the
object of the law was the protection of
society from the evileviI1 effect of the crimes
defined in it I1 determined to take into
consideration before sentence any
promise that I1 might believe made in
good faith by the defendant to obey the
law I1 came to this determination in
the hope that the example of the man
in making the promise beforethe public
and his subsequent obedience would be
as effectual for the pupurposeapose aimed at by
the law as severe punishment tothamto that

end I1 always asked the person to be
sentenced to make the promise dur-
ing the two or three first years I1 sueSUB
pend d sentence on such as made the
promise and liberated them but if
the pipromisecomise was not made the de
fondant in unlawful cohabitation cases
was sentenced to confinement in the
penitentiary for six months and to pay
a fine of three hundred dollars the
maximum punishment in that class of
cases greater punishment was im-
posed in polygamy cases A few at
first agreed to obey the law and were
liberated but afterwards nearly all re-

fused waiying generally that the doc-
trines of their church sanctioned the
practice and that they considered
those doctoridoctrinesnes btbindingadi ng atterafter sentence
the prisoners would pass out of the
courtroomcourt room in the custody of the offi-

cer to the penitentiary followed some-
times by a distressed wife and chil-
dren some wore the air of martyrs
while others appeared very meek
the immediate effects of the law often
appeared very sad to justify it it was
necessary to look away and ahead to a
social system with a timilyfamily consisting
of one husband and one wife and
their childchildrenxen and the affections that
arise from such relations

but the next morning fterafter the
manifesto was issued it became my
duty to sentence several men who had
been convicted of violating this same
law they were asked as usual if
they would obey it and they all an-
swered unhesitatingly that they would
among these men was a bishop who had
been sentenced before for a violation
of the same law and who had refused
then to make any promise I1 asked
him if hebe had changed his mind as to
whether polygamy was right and he
aalsaidd that hebe had I1 then asked him
when and by what the change was in-

duced he answered that behe changed
hisbis mind when the church changed its
doctrine and that be had changed be-
cause he believed that it would not be
right the manifesto to enter into
polygamy or to practice unlawful
cohabitation since then I1 have
examined many more probably more
than a hundred who came before me
for sentence or who were applicants
for admission to citizenship and they
have universally said that they would
obey the law and when asked would
mayfay that they would regard it as wrong
to violate the doctrines of their
church some have said that they re-

garded polygamy as legally wrong
after the courts had declared the law
against it constitutional and valid but
that they did not believe it religiously
or morally wrong until the appearance
of the manifesto by that action I1 am
convinced that the mormon church
abandoned polygamy and that it will
never adopt it again in the united
states

there was in this Terrterritoryitry a politi-
cal organization composed of mor
mons and those who sympathized with
them known as the people
of course always nominated and voted
for men of its own party it was also
termed the church party to oppose
this was an organization made up of
non mormons and it was known asan
the LibeliberalraP party it was opposed
to the church and the party represent-
ing it the mormonscormons were asked

why not disband your party and
join the republican or the democratic


