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of the company H tents of the
cavalry and a voice inquired

this john Gorgermansmans tentt buted
iff

ed
11

on the grougroundnd inside busy at
revolver with screw driver oil can
a bit of a rag was a man of 40

avinel and brown his uniform show
ali score of grease spots and dirtZA Hhee looked up suspended his

and queried in answer
wewen what if it Is

e ormim to stop with you the captain
flik FB

ifth the captain says so well the
etainkaptainjapptaintain may go to hes h on the

agat but whathat bieness has he to send
4 fresh fish around here without a
word to me you skate out 0 this I1

the boy drew back but did not walk
away and after three or four minutes

called out to him
what the devil are you standing

theretheire for why dont you come in and
show yourself

dont dont be mad at me said
thehe boy in coaxing tones as he en-
tered the tent 1I just got down here
itojol hour ago and the captain said you

no chum I1 wish I1 wish
4 well ill debe cussed growled the
ttteran as he straightened up and

the fresh fish a good looking
so they je sent me a baby to

nun with a baby just off the grass
ate papas northern meadow why
tt pale faced lank bodied young
aloot I1 halat got no time to sing ye
seepbeep and feed ye on pap you jest

flowndown and wish you was home
in eheha I1 dont wonder the re
asasng officer who passed you along

it to hev sentfent yer baby clothes by
3 vo

a matter of fact the boy was
faced and slender but he had a
takg blue eye a determined mouth
the red blood of indignation crept

J ji cheeks as he calmly surveyed
man before him

t girome any sass young cub
d gormangerman as he held up a

acet going to he answeredanswered but
ought to be willing to give me a

1

rive ye a show bah debbe ye
to blame but the idea of
a babies down here to lick such
of as the johnny reba they

be robbin the cradle and the
in your country give ye a

ft why a week in camp will
yeke to the hospital to die let alone
fthtin yer folks must have

i

to git rid of ye mighty bad
avee no mother or father replied

eye did yer uncle coax
r eerquetat and lie as to yer age
b

1

underusedundercle used me like a dog and
jt away and enlisted and here I1
JSif you dont want me ill gogo back

te captainayiy bub continued the veteran
J fanilleffnillehe crept over his face dump

P baggagee down over I1
ye was an oreorphanhan an I1 like the

f ye up ye aint as big and
lit as ye oter be but bebby yell
throughugh all OK I1 never chummed

a fresh fish yet and a boy at
but will try otonce yer

i

phh dixon
i iveits joe in coure and ye kin

AMR taeine jack ill talk more with ye
t on

AB one evening three days later as
tSH veteran came off picket duty he

ife shall be movin down to the
f in a day or cwb more and once
btt haraathars surepure to be some
ji11 im sorry ye more
0too put in here lands alive

but ahen the old sixth linespcharse yer heart will go
a thodthousandsand times ia linit I1

was so in my fust fight that I1
lost carbine saber revolver and all

i and I1 get over lookin white for
a month I1 shant expect ye to do
much fightlinfightin but ye austn flunk on
me

1I1 wont was the quiet reply
ive seen fellers shet their eyes tight

and their teeth hard and never strike a
blowoutblow but they flunk bein we axeare
in the same net of fours and ye axeare my
number three man I1 kin ride beside
ye and help ye out if ye dont git
too debbe ye kin do a beetle
shootin with yer revolver but I1 shant
look to see ye do much damage to any-
body ye are only a boy joe but ye
ar a trooper and belong to the old
sixth and nobody in our regiment ever
flunked dye think yeve got the sand
to go through a fight

1I shall ride alongside of you re-
plied the boy in even tones

because continued jack Inseninsensiblysib ay
dropping his voice almost to a whis-
per if ye felt any doubt about it
athars ways 0 dodgin a fight re-
member I1 shant expect much 0 ye
in yer fust but dont flunk if a chum
of mine showed the white feather I1
think id kill him even though he
was only a boy

four days later they were at the
front and three days after their ar-
rival the brigade was pushed forward
to capture a ford on the river As the
column struck out on its march an old
trooper noticed the white faced boy
and the many evidences of fresh
fish about him and a second glance
told him that john gormangerman was his
mentor in a spirit of devilment the
trooper called out

did ye git word that we was out
on a raid after eursin bottles

who ye gabbin at growled gor-
man

1I see ye brought the baby along to
try the bottles Is it a gal or a boy

how ye sellin yawp today
im bradin even up for rattle box-

es
dont mind the stabslab sided son of

a gun said the veteran to his boy
churnchum as he crowded number two out
of place to get alongside of him ill
bet he was in camp for six months be-
fore he even saw the footprint of iajohnny reb you faint bin over
two weeks from home hows yer
feellns joe

im all right was the replyreply do
you think well have a fight

sartin to my boy custer is leadin
and when he leads hes loohn fur a
row jest keep cool however no
use worworryingworry ln before weve seen a reb

at the ford the first and seventh
regiments were dismounted and pushed
forward and as they began to drive
the enemy back the second dashed in
and put him on the run it was- a
sudden and complete surprise but the
federal troops were not left long in the
enjoyment of their victory the pur
suedaued turned at bay re
came up and an hour after the first
gun was fired men were facing
each other on the broad fields beyond
the river

its goin to be a damned
beetle set to saldsaid the veteran to his
boy chum after taking in the situa-
tiontion its all cavalry and be
some saber work to be long remem-
bered im sorry ye cant use yer toad
sticker but yell hev to do the bestbeat
ye kin ar ye feelen a sort 0
joe

A little answered the boy as he
shut his teeth hard to keep his chin
quiet

wall that aint bothin look along
the lines and yell see lots 0 chinschina

and lots 0 faces browin pale
how baitin tries the nerves

whew the second has dismounted to
fight behind that fence and the sev-
enth is off by the right wheel to get

in behind that grove I1 aint much on
tactics myself but ill bet 10 to 5 that
it wont be ten minutes before the old
sixth gibs the word to charge the
fields Is clear 0 fences and ditches
and after we git started well go dust-
in along like a hurricane ye wont
flunk on me joe

no I1 wont flunk replied the boy
though he caught his breath at every
word

silence there called an officer as
he caught the deep growl of the
veterans voice

silence be damned muttered gor-
man as he gave a brief look over his
shoulder 1 I1 guess this boy wants to
learn about a cavalry charge and I1
guess its my bieness to talk to him
now joe well soon git the word
when we start get a good grip of the
reins brace yer feet well in the stir-
rups and dont pull yeryar revolver till
we smashes into em if ye kin ride
over anybody help a beetle
yell as hard as ye kin and if yer hoss
goes down lie flat beside him thaisthaisthe bugle

the sixth formed two ranks front the
lines dressed and then came a minute
of waiting the rebel cavalry was
sshifting out from behind a barn and anail
hardat the far end of the long mea-
dow in the blue ranks the men were
cursing below their breaths and the
horses champingchampinecham ping at their bits gorman
looked his boy chum over again and
leaned over to whisper I1

custer will ride at the head of the
line and be hottern hell when he
smashes into em give your hossboss tolahis
head when we get the word to dharcharge
sit up a beetle straighter ityer left hand will hold the reinsreina ooao
gad boy but ye ar it as cool aisas
most of em im fealin proud of yet

forward called the bugbuglleandCand then
trot gallop and charge
nine hundred horses swept up ththe

green meadow and trotroopers awewere
cheered by those left behind etowsteady

dressdreas to the right steady canticautionedolRed
the officers as the pace grew footerflaw
men and horses were equally eisaw
the one ready to shout and slaslashshAndand
cut the other pulling at the reinsrein to
get ahead of the line

As the order to charge ran
the lines the spurs went in deep A

brbroke0ke from every tro throat r
the living wall swept torforwardward wlwit 14
momentum which nothing but aa s
wall could check hip hip hipeipl as
sabers cut the air and hip hip hip as
the gray lines closed up solidly to
meet the crisis

now joe straight at em anao
god keep ye shouted the veteveteran y
they were within twenty feet ox we
rebel lines

next instant there was a akcrash tauaj
lowed by shots shouts
the ring of stel fifty horses k

front ranks of friend and fbfoe araw
ignocknockedaed down and their aidtridersre ttati
pled under tootfoot then the ft
swung in toward the center 0 wowpro

and slalignment was lost and a moamaa waod
desperate mob of 2000 men begsbegan owbit
cling about a common center aaad
hacking slashing and shooting a0 abay
circled

keep clusaclus joe keep aclusclus to ie
shouted the veteran above the dav of
battle and next instant he rose in W
stirrups and slashed at an enemy

was within a footwhose saber point
of the boys throat and split his madhead
from crown to chin

roundbound and round circled the mob
almost hidden from sight by the smoke
and dust the blue slashing at ttethe
gray and the gray slashing back so60
with yell and curse and scream ot0
pain for ten minutes and then aheah
body began to break up and bissoldis sol
and presentlyprently only the dead afta4
wounded were left on that acre or two

A


