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China as seen by Sir John Bowring.

POPULATION OF THE EMPIRE—STRICT CENSUS REGIS-
TRATION—MORTALITY STATISTICS—POOR LAW
SYSTEM—FOOD SUPPLIES—EMIGRATION RETURNS
—RIVER NAVIGATION AND INLAND TRADE—AGRI-
CULTURE AND TILLAGE SYSTEM—WHAT THE PEO-
PLE EAT AND THEIR TASTES AT TABLE—EFFECTS
OF THE CIVIL WARS— HOW THE PEOPLE DIE — MAR-
RIAGE—THE ARMY AND NAVY,

[Concluded from page 192.]

Hundreds and thousancs of boats crowd the
whole coast of Chine—sometimes acting in com-
munities, sometimes independent and isolated.—
There is no species of craft by which a fish can
be inveigled that is not practised with success in
China—every variely of net, {rom vast seines,
embracing wiles; to the smallest hand filetin the
care of a child. Iishing by night and fishing by

day—fishivg in moonlight, by torehlight, and inE

uiter darkuess—{fishing in boats of all sizes—{ish-
ing by those who are stationary on the rock by
the seaside, and by those who are absent for
weeks on the wildest of seas—fishing by cor-
morants—{fishing by divers—fishing with lines,
with baskets, by every imeginable decoy and de-
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inculcated as a political and social duty. = One of
the most admired ssges of China (Yung-chin)
says:—*“Let there be no uncultivated spot in the
country—no unemployed person in the ecity;”
and the fourth maxim of the sacred edict of
Kuangehi, which is required to be read through
the empire dn the 1st and 15th day of every moon,

.
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Epicr Prommiring THE Drowxing or CHiLD-
REN.—When a mother mercilessly plunges beneath
the water the teucer offspring to which she has
given birth, can it be suid that it owes itslife to
ber who thus tukes away what it hus just begun
to enjoy. 'T'he proverty of the parevts, is the
cause of this wrongdoing; they huve difficulty in

in the presence of all the officers of the State, is | earning subsistence for thewselves, still less can

to the following effeet:

“Let husbandry occupy the prineipal plece, and
the culture of the mulberry tree, so that there
may be sufiicient supply of foud and clothing.”’—
Shin Nung, the name of one of the most aucient
and honored of the Chinese Emperors, meuns
““the Divine Husbandman.”

The arts of drawing and irrigating—of presery-

the details of Chinese rgriculture, are well de-

viee.
There iz no river which is not staked to assist
the fisherman in his eraft.

pond, which is not crowded with fish. A

serving of note, and all display evidence of the in-
adequate proportion which the produce of the
goil bears to the demands for the consumption of
the people.

The Clinese, again, have no prejadice whatever
as regards food; they eat anything and everything
from which they can derive nutrition. Daogs, e

I have seen iuthe butchers’ shops, large dogs

side of pigs and goats. Even to rats and mice the

piece | Chinese have no objection—neither to the flush | for them.

8- |
 pecially puopies, are habitually sold for food; and | that I ubsolately forbid such homicides.

they puy vurses and undertuke all the necessary
expenses for their children.

Thus driven to despuir, and unwilling to cause
the death of two persons to preserve the life of
one, it comes {o pass that a mother, to save her
husband’s life, consents to destroy her children.,
Their natural tenderness suffers,but they atlength
| determine to tuke this part, thinking themselves

\ing, preparing and ap;lying manure in a grest | at liberty to dispose of the life of their children,
| variety of ehapes, of fertilizing seeds, indeed, all | in order to prolong their own.

What, then, do they? They cast the unfor-
tunate babe into the current of a river that they
muy al once lose sight of it and in #n instant de-
prive it of life. You have given me the name of
Fathier of the People. Though I eannot feel for
these infants the tenderness of the parents to
whom they owe their being I cannaet refrain from
declaring to yon with the most painful feelings

The tiger, says one of our books, though it be

skinned and hanging with their viscera by the | a tiger, does vot rend its own yvoung; towards
There is no lzke, no |

| thein it has a feeling breast; and continnually cares’
Poor as you may be, is it possible that

of waler is neurly as valuable as a field of fertile , of monkeys and suskes; the sea slogis an aris- lf yvou should become the murderers of your own
land. At deybrenk every cily is crowded with|toeratical and costly deliency whieh is mnever | children? 1t is to show yourselves more unnatral

selleys of live fish, who carry their commodity in |
buekels of water, suving all they do not sell to be
returned to the pond or kept for another day’s’
service. And the lokes and ponds of China not
only supply large provisions of fish—they pro- |
duce cousiderable quantities of ecitle 10018 and |
seeds,  which -are. Jurgely consumed by the|
people. - Among these the esculent arum, tie
water chestuut (scirpus tuberoius) and the lotus
(nelumbium) ure the most remarkable.

wanting, auy more thanthe edible birds’ nests, at
a fezst where honor is intended to be cdone to the
guests,

Unbatehéd ducks and chickens area favorite
dish. Nor do the early stages of puirefuction

than the very heasts of prey-—Letires Edifiantes,
vol. 13, pp. J101-2.

Father Ripa mentions that of abandoned child-
ren the Jesnits boptized in Pekip nlone not less
than 3,000 vearly. 1 have seen ponds which are

create any disgust; rotten eggs are by_Ho means | the habitual I't'i_'i,"i'-tul'ﬂﬂ of fermsle iufants, whose

condemned to perdition; fish is the more sceep-
table when it has a strong [ragrance aud flavor to
give more gusto to the rice,

As the food the Chinese cat is for the most part

| & stute of exhaustion a little distance from

bodies lie floating aboul on their surface,

Ivis by no means vnusual to carry persons in
| ' the
- cities, 1o give them a pot of rice, und to leuve

The enorinous river l;ﬂi]uh[[iﬂu of China, who | bhard, coarse and of little cost, so their beverages  themn to perish of starvation when the little
live only in boute, who are born and educated, |ure singularly economical.  Drunkenness isa rare | store is exhavsted.  Life aud death in Chiua, pe-
who murry, rear their fumilies, and die—who, in | vice in Chipe, and fermented spirits or strong | youd any other region, seem in a state of perpet-
a word,begin and end their existence on the water, | drinks are seldom used. Tea may be said te be the | ual activity.. The hubits of the people, their
and never have or dreem of any shelter other national beversge; und though thet emploved by | traditions, the tenchings of the sages—all give a

than the reof, ard who seldom tread excepton the |
decl or boards of their sumpuns—show to what
an extent the land is crowded, aud how inadequate
it is to mainiuin the cumberers of the soil.

1o the city of Canton alone it is estimated that
300,000 persons dwell upon the suricce of the
river; the toats, sometimes 20 or 30 deep, cover
eome miles, and have their wants supplied by
gwbulatory salesmen, who wend their way
threugh every uccessible passige. Of this wvast
populstion some dwell in decorated river boats
used for every purpose of license and festivity—
for thieatres—ior concerts—{or feasts—for gam-
bling—I{or lust—for solitary and sccial recrea-
tlons; same-craft are employed in conveying goods
and passengers;aud are in a state of consiantac-
tivity; others ure moored, and their owners are |
engeged s servants or luborers on shore.” In-
deed, their puisuits are probably nearly as various
as those of the lund population.

The immense variety. of boats which are found
in Chinese witers has never been adequately de-
gceribed. Some are of enormous size, and are
used as maguzines for sult or rice~—others have all
domestic sccomodstions, and are employed for
the trausfer ef whole families, with all their do-
mestie atlendants and eccommedalions from one
place to auoither—some cullea centipedes, from
their being supposed to huve 100 rowers, couvey
with extruordivury rapidity iie more valuable car-
goee from the inmer warehouses to the foreign
shipping m the ports—all these from the huge and
cumbrous junks, which remiud one-of Noah’s
ark, and wuich represent the rude and coarse eon-
structions of the remotest ages, to the fragile
planks upon whicha solitary leper hangs upon
ihe outskirts ol gocisty—boats of every form and
ap, lied to every purpose—exhibitan incalculable
amo.nut. of populution, which may be ealled
amph.ibious, il not zquatic.

Not only are land and water crowded with
Chines#, buc many dwell on artificial islands which
float upon the lakes—islancs with wardens and
houses yaised upon the rafters which the oe-
cupiers have bound together, and on which they
culiivate what is needful for the supply of life’a
duily wants.  They buve their poultry and their
vegetables for use, their flowers and their scrolls.
for ornminent, their household gods for protection
and worship.

In all parts of China. to which we have accesa

we find not only that every foot of ground is cul-|

tivated which is capable of producing anything,
Lut that, from the vulue of land and the surplus
of labor, eunltivation is rathier  that of gardenem-
than of husbausdmen. The sides of hills, in their
pataral declivily often unavailable, are, by
a succession of artificial terraces, turned to pro-
fitable zccount.

Every little bit of soil, though it be only a few
feet in length end broadih is 'urped to account;.
and not ouly is the suriece of the land thus carea
for, but every device is emyioyed for the gathering
together of every article tha't can serve for man-
ure. Scavengers are constuntly clearing the
streets of the stercoraceons filtli; the cloace are
furmed by speculators in human crdures; the
most populous places are often matf'ﬂ_ offensive by
the means taken to prevent the preciaus deposits
from being lost.

- The fieldsin China have almost aiways large
earthen ware vessels for the receptivn cof the
contributions of ths peosant or fhe traveler.—
You cannot suter any of their grest cities with-
cut meeting malitudes of men, women and child-
ren conveyvieg liguid manure into the fields and
gardens’ areund. The stimulants to production
are epplied with most untiring industry.

out finding semedittie bivof ground either newly
“eultivated or cleuriug for ‘cultivation.

U Auenlion Lo the soil—not only to muke it pro-
ductive but as much preductive &s possisie—is

In thisd
coleny.af [lons Kang [ scarcely everride out with-1p

the multitude do=s not cost more than from 3d.

to Gd. per 1b., an infusion ol less costly leaves is |

commonly employed, especially in localities re-
mote from tae tea districts.

Both in eating and diinking the Chinese are
temperate and satisfied with two daily meals—
‘sthe morning ricé”” at ebout 10 A. M., and “the
evening rice’” at 5 P. M. The only repugnance
I have observed in China is to the use of milk—
an extraordinary prejudice, especiully considering
the Tartar inflaences which have been long do-
minant in the land; but I never saw or heard of

wonderful impulse 1o the procreative afiections.
A childiess person is ¢eemed an unhappy, nol to
suy a degraded maan.

The Chinese moralists set it down as a law,that
if a wile give no children to her husband she is
bound by every tie of duty to encourage and to

 patronize a concubine, throngh whom his name

may be preserved, and provision made that when
he leaves the world honers will be done to his
manes. One of the most popular of Chirese
wrilers sanys—

*There are in the world wives who. never hav-

butter, cream, milk or whey being introduced at
any native Chinese tuble.

While so many elements of vitality are in a
state of activity for the reproduction and susten-
ance of the human race, there is probably no part
of the world in which the harvests of mortality are
more sweeping and destructive than in China,.
producivg voids which require no ordinary ap-

vhiances to Allup.  Maultitudes perish absolutely !

from wantof meaps of existence—inundations
destroy towns and villoges and all their inhabi-
tants; it wounld not be eazy to calculate the loss
of life by the typhoons er hurricanes which visit
the coasts of China, in which boats and juuks are
sometimes sacrificed by, hundreds and by thou--
sands.

The Iate eivil warsin China must have led 1o
the loss of millious of lives. The saerifices of hu-
man beings by executions alone are frightful. At
the moment at which I write it is believed that
from 440 to 500 victims fall dauily by the hands of
the headsman in-the provioce of Kwangtung
alone. Reverence for life there is noune, as life
exists in superfluous ebundance. A dead body
is unobject of so little concern that it is =ome-
times not thought worth while to remove it from
the spot where it purifies on the surface of the
earth. Olien have 1 seen a corpse under the
table of gamblers; often have I trod over. a pu-
trid body at the threshhold of a door.

In many parts of China there are towers of
brick or stone where toothless—principally female
—~-children are thrown by their nareats into a hole
made in the side of the wall. ‘T'here are various
opinions as to the extent of infanticide in China,
bat that it is a cornmon practice iu many pro-
vinces admits of no doubt. Ons of the most elo-
guent Chinese writers against infanticide—Kwel
Chung Fu—prolesses to have been specially in-
spired by “the God of literature’ to call upon the
Chinese people to refrain fremn the inhuman prac-
tice, and deelares that “‘the God’ had filled his
house with honors, and given Lim literary de-
scendants as the recompense for his exertions,

Yet his depunciations scarcely go further than
to pronounce it wicked in those to destroy their
female children whe have the mezns of bringing
them vp, and some of his arguments are strange
enough:—*“To destroy daughters,”’ he says,*is to
make war upon heavenly harmony®’ (in the equal
number of the sexes); ‘“the more daughters you
drown, the more daughters yon will have; and
never was it known that the drowniag of daugh-
ters led to the birth of sons.”

fate “‘on the wayside® as preleruble to drowning
them, and then says:—*There are instances of
children so exposed having been nursed and rear-
ed by tigers. Where should we have been,”” he
asks, ““il our grandmothers and mothers had been
drowned.in their infaney:”? And he guotes Lwo
destroyed their infants, one of whem had ablood-
red serpeut fustened to ber thigh, and the other
her four extremilies turned into cows’ feet.

Doubt bas been sometimes expressed as to the
ractice of infanticide in China on any greal sgcale;
' but abundauce of evidence of the exient of the
‘usage may be found ia Chinesa books. The fol-
lowing is a‘translation of a decree of the Em-

‘peror Kapglhi, entitled: —-

L]

He recommends sbandoning. ehildren to their.

i instances of the punishment of mothers who had |

ing borne boys nor nourished girls, even when the

| husband has Tesched the age of forty, prohibit his

bringing honie a concubine or entertaining a hand-
maid for the purpose of contlinving his posterity
—they look upen such a person with jealous hat-
red and malignant il will. Alas! do you not
know how fieet is time? Streteh &8 you may
your months and your years, they fly like arrows:
and when your husband’s avimal spirits and vig-
orous bleod shall be exhausted, then, indeed, he
ean never beget children, and you, his wite will
have stopped the ancestral sacrifices, and you will
have eul off his generation—then repentance,
though you may exhibititin a hundred ways,
wil indeed come too late—his property, which
you, hushand and wife have sought to keep to-
gother, will not descead to his children, but be
fought for by muititudes of kindred and relations:
and you will have injured not only one person—not
your husband only—but even yourself; for who

Who shall bury you or offer sacrifices?

Alas! your orphaned spirit shali pass nightsin
tears!. Itis sorrowful to think of. There are
some wives who do control their jealousies aund
allow their hubands to tuke concubines to them-
selves; but they do so (ungenerously) asif they
were drinking vinegar and eating acids—they beat
Betty by way of scolding Belinda—there is no
peace in the inner house,

But I bescech you to acl as & prudent- and vir--
tuous woman. If yon have no children, provide
wilh openness and honesty a concubine for yoar
husband. If sbe bear him children,to you he
will owe that the arteries and veins of his au-
cestral line are continued; his children will honor
you as their mother; and will not this comfort
you? Give not way to the maligant jealousy of
a wicked woman. Prepare not a bitterness which
you yoursell must swallow.’

(zensrally, however, the wife willingiy coincides
with the husband in introducting into the house-
hold any number of coucubines whoin he is able

nndoubted authority, and the child of a concubine
is bound to pay higher respect to the first- wiie
than to its own mother. 'The Chinese illustrate

wont Lo say that, as the husbaud isthe sun and
the wile the moon, so the concubines are the
planets and the stars of the domestic firmament.
Aud it has been oftentruly observed that, al-
though the Chinese may be called sensualists,
tirere is no deification of the grosser sensualities,
such as is found in the classicul pantheons, and
in many of the oriental. forms of faith. Tales of
the amours of their gods and heroes seldom figure
in their historical books or traditional legends.—
| The dresses aud external habits of the women jn
China are invariably medest; and on the whole
the social arraungements must be cousidered friand-
ly to an angmentution of the haman race. The
domestie affcetions are strong, Parents are gen-
erally fond and proud of their children, and child-
ren, obedient to their parents, - Osder is, indeed,
the first law of Conlucins—authority and sub-
Hn%ﬁ&&iuu the apex.and, busisof the social pyra-
mid. | : |
. 'The sentiment of dishonar attached to the éx-
tinction of a race by the waut of descendants

shall take charge of your coffin and your tomb?

to maintain, sinee she exereises over them an.

all the domestic relations by imagery, and are

I|
l
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| through whom the whols line of reverential ser-
* o ]

vices (which some have cul'ed religious worship)
rendered to ancestors is to be perpetunal, is by no
means confined to the privileged classes in China,
One of our female servants—a nominal Christian
—expressed her earnesl desire thut her busband
should have another wife in her absenece, and
seemed quite surprised that any one should sup-
pose such an arrangement Lo be in any respect
improper.

The marriage of children is one of the great
concerns of fumilies. Scarcely is a child born in
the higher runks or life ere the question of its

future espousul beeomes a frequent topic of dis-

cussion. There isa large bodv of professional

match-mokers, whose business it is to putall the
preliminary arrangements in ftraipn, to settle
questions of dowry, to eccommodate differences,
to report on the pros and cons of suggested alli-
ances. '

There being no hereditary honors in China—
except those which reckon upwards from the dis-
tinguished son to the father, the grandfather, and
the whole line of ancestry, which may be enmno-
bled by the literary or murtial genius of a descend-
ant—the distinctions of easte are unknown, and

. a successful student even of the lowest origin

would be deemed a fit match for the most opulent
and distinguished female in the ecmmunity.

‘The severe laws which prohibit marriages with-
in certain degrees of aflinity (they do not, how-
ever, interdict it with a deceased wife’s sister)
tend to make marriages more prolific, and to pro-

duce a healthier race of children. So strong is

the objection to the marriage of blood relations
that a man and woman of the same Sing or fami-
ly name cannot lawflully wed.

Soldiers and seilors are in no respect prevented
from marrying. 1 expect there is, {rom the num-
ber of male emigrants—{rom the greater loss of
men by the varieus sceidents of life, and their ab-
straction in many circumstances fiom intercourss
with women—a greater disproportion between
the sexer, tending naturally to the lower ap-
preciaiion of woman; but corresponding slatistics,
are wantiog in this, us indeed ju every other por-
tion of the field of inquiry.
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