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LECTURE.
( Continued from Page T47.)

‘tween Paganism and so called Christi-
aanity, and the triumph of the latter
began to be apparemt. Althoughg the
emperor was not baptizad until he was
on his death bed, which was in the
year 347, he acted as a Christian empe-
ror from the first year of his suprema-
2y. In previous years he had exercised
the widest toleration towards Chris

tians; but had mot wholly set aside |

Pagapism, Intbe year 821, he went a
step further, and issued an edict es-
tablishiong

THE LORD'S DAY
a4 day of abstinence from labor.

O the death of Lincinim the ¢olle-

ian emperor, he issued another, ex-

orting all his subjects to farsake Pa-
wanism and worship Christ alone, and
from that time he connected himself
wholly with Christianity, and cotem-
porary with thesc events another here-
8y sprang up which added further to
the detraction of pure Christianity,
mamely, that of Arvianism. The sub-
stance of Arian doetrine may beunder-
stood ina few words: *'lt is that the
Second Person in the Iloly Trinity is
not God in the same sense as the First,
©or in any true sénse, because he is not
<ternal, and there was therefore a time
when he did net exist.”?
@ 1t appeurs upon the cessation of per-
‘secution, schism and division in-
‘wreased im the cHurch, Constan-
tire, who assumed to be the secu-
lar head ot the church; although
not yet baptized, seeinz the difference
of opinion that existed among profess-
ing Christiansg in respect to the true
status of the Savior,and not feeling
competent himself to adjudicste and
reconeile theése differences, decided on
assembling an immense Council of
Bishops from every parsof the world,
and entrusted to them the tinal decis-
ion of the question. 'This assembly
met in the vear 3!5 at Nice, ot far
from the Imperial residence, apd the
new city which ' Constantine was then
buliding on the opposite shore of the
Bosphorus, and which s8till retalns his
name, Atthis council there assembled
318 bishops who had traveled from all
parts of the world at the public cx-
pense.

“SUCH AN,ASSEMBLY,”

writes J. I, Blunt, auvhor of a work
upon earlyChristianity,' when we come
rationally to consider its composition,
must have b en one to command the
respect of the age, and one which may
commahd our respect also., Those
who composed it were meu of mature
years, many of them loug past the me-
ridian of lite; they bad been picked out
of the best educated ciass among their
fellow countrymen at home, as having
the knowledge, judgment, and good-
ness which fitted them for the oflice of
bishop. Maoy of them had suffered
grievounsly for their religinn, showing
by their maimed bodies, as they sat in
the council, how real those sufferings
had been, They now mettogetiier un=
der Imperial command, to decide on
an important puoblic question, and
must have felt the responsibiity oi
their office. They believed that God’s
guidance was witn thew to lead them
to.a right decision.”

Their deliberations resulted in what
is termed the Nicene Creed, which was
averse to Arianism, as follows:

“There is ‘ope Lord Jesus Christ,’
and therefore there 18 no pretense for
those who have said, Lo, here is
Christ, or, Lo there, since He departed
from the world.

“He 18 'the only begotten Son of
God,” and therefore Son of God in a
gense in which no other so called ¢an

e

‘* ‘Begottend of His Father before all
the worlds,’ and therefore not coming
into existence, as the Gnostics had
said, after the world wus created,

‘‘Hels ‘God,’ coming ‘of God, Light?
coming of Light, ‘very God’ coming of
‘very God,’ and consequently, not in
thecry or imagination, but in actual
reality God, as the Father by Whom
He is begotten is God, as truly Divine
as the Iather,

“‘He is ‘begotten not made,” no
greaterl being, but God, through a

on.

‘“‘Being of one substance with the
Father, ‘like unto Him in every perfec-
tion of his Being.” By whom all things
were made.

""Who for nus men and for our salva-
tion, came down from heaven,

““And was Incarnate; by the Holy
Ghost, of the Virgin Mary, and was
made man.

**And was crucified,’” etc., etc,

A little reflection will show that the
Nicene Creed is abeut as absurd as the
Arian doctcine,

The Nicene Creed while laboring to
establish the identity of the Savior,
distorts its efforts, by declaring that
he was of '‘one substance with the
Fasher.” Such a proposition, being
untenable, shows thelight thatreflected
itself upen the minds of this famous
council to be sadly deficlent, when
compared with the saying found Jin
Hebréew i: 3, that Christ was. the ex-
press image of the person of God. This

- idea is strengthened by the declaration
of the Father when toe Holy Ghost de-
scended upon Christ, that: *“This is
my beloved Sor in whom I am well
pleased,” which saying positively es-
tablished the identity of the Son as
apart frowm the Father.

THE PART THAT CONSTANTINE PER-
FORMBD :
in accepting Christianity, and 1 cail-
ing together the Council of Nive has
heen regarded by many in the Chris-
tian world as the circumatance that
saved Christianity from extinction. It

is thought he was the instrument that
established it on a sure feundation, he
acting the part of an Elias, or iu other
words a restorer; nothing cas be more
erroneous than such an idea. While
he1s entitled to the gratitude of the
Christian world for calling a halt in
the persecutions of the Christians, it
canuot be claimefl that he added any-
thing, or: brought back the power,
urity and lustre that characterized
uhrist.ianiny in the days of the Apos-
es,

This is very evident when we con-
sider the career and character of the
wan. Barn and reared a Pagan it may
be imagined with certainly that his
early training was anythiog but desir-
able to the mind of a Christian. His

s private life jwas tainted with  crimes

of the deepest dye. While liviog in
Rowme ke murdered his son Crispus, his
nephew Licinius, and suffocated his
wite I'austa in a steam bath, He had
been married to hen twenty years, and
she was the mother of three sons. His
crimes became 8o revolting that he
changed his residence in ¢onsequence
of the bad odor in which he was held,
and began the building of another
metropolis &nd pamed it Constanti-
nople in honor ot himself,
After these events hé

BECAME A CONVERT

to Christianity, and was baptized on
his deathbed, Inview of these things
how inconsistent it appears to imagine
that God wonld employ s man whose
nands had been imbued ir the blood of
his own relations, to  build up or revi-
vify His church, or take any cognizance
of the acts of such a man whomn He
never had appointed to actas His vice
gerent upon the earth, Constantine's
acts were- simply gratuitous and of
noeffect, so far at least as makinga re~
newal of pare Christianity is con-
eerned, Our sectarizn friends are
therefore welcome 10 all the consola-
tion that they may derive from the acts
of Constantine by the way of giving
Christianity an impetus that sent it
through the ages; as they ¢laim, to tae
present time,

It will be well to now note the char-
acter of the, Christianity that existed
at the time we dre now considering,
and the condition of the Church then.
Was it in a state of perfect purity, or
waf it ina state of apostacy and de-
cay? Did it possess those offices and
the peculiar organization placed in it
by the Savior, and were the gifis and
blessings enjoyed as in former times?
The voice of history answers no! The
Chureh had long since been deprived
of the
y GUIDING INFLUENCE
of the apostles, whose voices had been
hushed by the hands of wviolence,
Those who presumed to be the teachers
of Christianity at this period, and all
through this century, were olstracted
and divided. The ordinances of the
Gospel had been changed in many re-
spects, and the power that acec mpan-
ied the primitive Church had depart-
ed. The Chnristianity that Censtantine
espoused was scarcely the skeleton of
the Church which had been denuded of
ira saving 'and beautilul babiliments.
‘The devotees of the church which
Constantine joined had a form of god-
liness,-but denied the power thereof;
and as Mosheim aptly remarks, (chap,
3) of the ‘‘Fourth Century;”" speakingz
cf these times: '*An enormous train
of superstitions were gradually sub-
stituted for true religion and genuine
piety. This odious revolutien pro-
ceeded from a variety*of causes. A
ridicul%us precipitation in receiving
new oplniens; a preposterous desire
of imitating the Pagan rites, and of
blending them with the Christian wor-
ship; and that idle propensity, which
the generality of mankind have toward
a gaudy and ostentatious religion, all
contributed to establish the reign of
superstition upon the ruins of Chris-
tianity.?”

During this century the most foolish
and extravagant notions and practices
sprang up, as is seen from the fre-
quent pilgrimage made to Palestine,
and visits to the tombs of martyrs. It
seemed a8 if the

IDOLATROUS PRACTICES

of the Pagans, who worshipped their
idels and images, had been transferred
to the Caristians, the latier rendering
a4 similar homage to these OLjects
which they deemed saered. Monastic
orders were established, and moOnks
began the sale of all kinds of relics,
claimed to possess great sanctity, and
by working upon the credulity of the
masses, amassed wealth and influence
in the vame of religion.

Respecting the ecclesiastical order
of the Cuarch, it will be proper to re-
mark that Copstantine essayed to

‘regulate 1t, and wtroduced many new

orders. He creatéd a new E‘Fiscomte
in Constantinople, and placed upon its
incumbent all the honors, rights, priv-
ileges and ornaments that were en-
joyed by the Roman Pontiff, in order to
raise up a rival in the new city, against
the See of Rome, and to give prestige
to the undertaking of making another
capital of the empire,

Three prelates had existed previous
to that of the one established at Coa-
grantinole, namely, those of Rome, An-
tioch and Alexandria. These held a
degree of pre-eminence over the rest
of the Tpiscopal orders, and of these
three, Rome was beld firat in rank.

The Bishop of Rome surpassed all
his brethren in the magnificence and
splendor of the church over which he
presided, in the ricbes of his reveanues
and possessions; in the number and
variety of his ministers; in his credit
with the people, and in his sumptuous
manner of living. Tnese duazsling
marks of human power, -these seem-
ing proofs of true greatness and fellci-

L]

ty, had such a mighty influence upon
toe minds of the multitude, that the

SEE OF ROME

became {n this century, & most seduc-
ing object of sacerdotal ambition,

Great emulation had existed among
the bishops for many years, for pre-
eminznce, over each other, tne Bishop
of Rome leading the way, gaining in-
fluence and power over all others, un-
til at length, Boniface the Third, Bish-
op of Rome, became the sole bishop,
or pope of the church, In the year R06,
at the instance of Phocas, the tyranty
At which period it may safely be stated,
that the apostacy of the Chiirch upon
t?zlgteg.st.ern hemisphere became com-

el

Cotemporary with the process of the
apostacy of the Church upon the east-
ern hemispbere a similar resuit was
reached upon the wes ern hemisphere
in the apostacy and decay of' the
Chureh of Christ among the Nephites,
brought about by & train of circum-
stances, described in the Book of
Mormon. It seems as if by an inevit-
able fatahty, coupled with a striking
coincidefice in both cases, that as the
life of these churches went out, se did
the life and existence of two great
nations, nearly simultaneously go out;,
a8 witnessed in the dissolution of the
once mighty empjre of Rome; whose
record is stained By deeds of unparal-
leled atrecity,and the extinctlon of the
Nephite nation, of America, three-
fourths ef 8 century previous, brought
about by

INTERNECINE WAR,

superinduced by a departure from the
laws of God, .

All of this is another striking evi-
dence of the certainty of the retribu-
tive hand of God; and that that pation
and people who flzat against Him shall
surely be brought to’ maught. The
spectacle now depicted in the apostacy
of these Churches, is presented to the
candid and reflecting mind, How sad
and forlorn must have been the condi-
tion of our race who, shut out from
Lbe voice of prophets, and deprived of
true religlon, were left to wander in
doubt and darkness, until the fulness
of the Gentiles came in, and the dis-
pensation of the fulness of times
brought back the Gospel, long lost to
mankind.

REXBURG ITEMS.

Matters in the Metropolis of Snake
River Valley.

THaE rock i3 now on the ground to
build the new store of Durrans & Win-
ters. ‘

A sTorE isaboutto be started in
Teton, ore of the most flourishing
towns in Snake River Valley,

Tne country is very dry, The dust
in the roads is knee deep and the wind
raises it in dense clouds.

SNAKE River is not yet frozen, but
is full of floating ice, that makes it
quite difficult and dangerous to cross.
Some good bridges should be built,

THE grist mill in Rexburg is to be
repaired. It is now crowded with
work, and parties from a distance
have to wait & week or more for their
grists. More flouring mills are needed.

A FARTY of engineers passed threugh
Rexburg and Parker, going north, tak-
ing obeervations for a contemplated
railroad from the south into Montana,
making connection with the Northern
Pacific in Madisen or Galatin Valley.
Rumor says the new road is to start
from some -point in Utah.  Fewson
Smith, Esq., of Salt Lake City, was in
charge.

WirE PULLERS have been at work
endeavoring to rob the people of Rex-
burg of their postoffice and postal
service. The postofficehas been taken
from an honest man and given to par-
ties who were deemed unworthy to
hold it, some time ago, It has been
removed from the business portion of
the town to the outside limits—a great
inconvenience to the public. A petition
hﬁ.s been gotten up protesting against
this. !

AN attempt has been made to move
the Teton postoffice and carry it
across the river two and a half miles
from the town, where the good people
will have two forks of a turbulent
river to cross to get their mall. A pos-
tal agent who was through here a short
time ago said the Rexburg and Teton
postoftices were all straight and con-
ducted satisfactorily. But the occu-
pants are reputed to belong to the
“Mormon’ faith and appointments
have been made to strong anti-**Mor-
mons.,”’ R.G. L.

- -

Albuquerque, N, M., Nov, 22.—Ber-
nardo Ordonez, who shot and killed
Felipo Naverey on the evening of Jaly
21st, 1887, on Chihuahua Hill, nrar
Silver City, in this Territory, has been
caught and lodged in the county jail,
The shooting was done in daylight
and witnesses to the affair claim that
it was a cold-blooded Kkilling.
As soon as  Ordopez had Kkiiled
his victim he fled into the country, e
was pursued by oflicers and o posse ot
citizens, but without @eaining any
knowledge of bis whereabouts. A
Mexican named Roses Armijo recently
came into Silver City from the Burro
Mountains and gave the intormation
that the murderer was there, having
built himself a hut and liviog in the
fastaesses of the mountaing.  Parties
w<nt gat and returned with the pris-
aaer,

A
“A GREATER DIVERSITY OF
READING,”

Reflection as Well as Reading Nec-
essary to Mental Growth,

Ifitis a *‘greater diversity of read-
ing" that our young men needpwhy is
it that so few of these “‘diversified
readers' are ever heard of in after
life in any position demanding cluse
application or energy of thought? Why
is it that the golden age of Epnglish it~
erature was ut the time when thers
were comparatively few books? In
fact the great master mihds in almost
all cases have been noted for thelir con-
centrationor oneness ef aim,

The human mind has been likened to
a burning glass, whese rays aré intense
only as theg are concentratéd. As
the glass urps. only when its
light 18 conveyed to the focal
point, so the {former illuminates
the world of science, literature, or
business only when it is directed to a
solitary object. The fame of such men
as Shakspeare or Milton, Mozart or
Beethoven, Erasmus or Luther, is
chrystalized in the world’s history;
but it may be questioned if they wounld
huve towered above their fellows in
men'al strength had they been thecon-
stany readers of half a dozen journals.
Would they have shone in the intellec-
tual irmament as stars of, the flrst
magnitude if they had permitted their
attention to be diverted by secondary
objects? We see illustrations of .this
fdea in the prominent men of our own
land, Look at the wonderful genius
of Edward Everett. What did he ac-
complish in proportion to his rare
gifts, what work did he leave asa
monument of his flne pewers? DBul
what . could be expected of
& man who tried to  dis-
perse his thoughts ever the whole
tlield of human knowledge, and elerant
accomplishments? Oan the other hand,
if we recollect that Gibbon gave
twenty year’s toil to his “*Decline and
Fall of the Roman Empire,” '‘that
Newton re-wrote his **Chronology"”’
seventeen times, that Adam Smith
toiled ten years over his ‘““Wealth of
Nations,” then we shall understand
how the work is done whizh the world
delights to honer. .

So oo it is in'education. Menmust
be conten: to be ignorant of many
things, if they would know one thing
well. Weareaware this is an age of
cramming. The grasping faculty has
been greatly enlarged in these modern
times. Man in his pagerness to acquire
does not caltivate the power to retain
and ase. The miser, whose only ob-
ject is to hoard, neglects to use until
he loses the power of using.

The bookworm, eager to acquire all
knowledge, sweeps through a library
like a flame of fire, and like that flame
subsides when the library is con-
sumed. He rushes from volume to
volume in such frenzied haste, that
when he has devoured them all,he can-
not tell what he has obtained. This is
called a reading age, There1s in fact
too much reading and too little think-
ing, The memory is crammed day af-
ter day, and no time is allowed for di-
gesting the facts and incorporating the
thoughts till they become one’s own.

The old adage rays, *Beware of the
man of one book.”” Beware how you
dispute with that man in that book.
But take the multitude of book worms
0] the present day, and you need not
fear discussion with them—net even
upon the last book ‘they bhave
read, They flit from author to author
80 rapidly that they do*not gather and
lay up the contents of any one, They
have a dim, confused idea of some-
thing; a clear, distinct, comprehen-
sive understanding of npothing. Of
the multitudes of readers how many
can give an intelligect description of
any work they have read. Fossibly
not one in ten. And this is not be-
cause theyhave no natural ability;
but because they have not carefully
and thoughtfully read the work. In
their eagerness to get through the
velume, and see the denouement, they
skim itag a swallow skimsalopg the
sky; apnd as the sky retaing the im-
pression of that swallow’s wing, so
their minds retain the impressions of
that book. Doubtless there are many
books not worth remembering. A
beok - that is not' worth the
time to read and consider is not
worth the time to read at all,
And herein lles a great evil in the man-
afement of circulating libraries. ‘I'he
mind crammed with the contents of a
book at one hurried reading is in a
dazed condition, and cannot make use
of its half acquired knowledge 1o gain
mental strength.

The world 1s full of literary dyspep-
tics, This is caused by readiog and
not reflecting. lochildhood the mind
Is inquisitive. It seeks for the reason
of things and with proper tralning
would never pass over difliculties
without an effort to solve them.

The young should be taught to read
for knowledge, not for mere amuse-
ment; to 8o read that they sball retain
what they read, and to so reflect upon
it, that they shall be able to communi-
cate that knowledge as circumstances
may require. But how few readinthis
manner! J

Itis from this arises that want of
power t0 eominunicate, when, in our
social eireleg, the conversation teuches
upon any historic, scientific or liter-
ary subject. These persons may have
read works on all these topics, and
remember the facts 8s soon us some
more thorough reader enteérs into the
conversation and throws the light of
bis mind upon the circle, How fre-
uent the remark, *'I don’t remember
well what 1 read.” Well, why don’t
you remember what yon read? Why
doesn’t the stomach digest food cram-

med into it withont proper mas-
tication? Simply because it can’t do
it; it has no power to do it; it was
pever designed to do it. The meal i8
of no use because what should bave
been done by the teeth and mouth can-
not be done by the stomach. Worse
than that, the meal is abselutely in-
jurious, If such treatment continues
the physical system suffers, ¥

Precisely so with the intellectual
gormandizer, Book after book is de-
voured;and no thought bestowed upon
anything; no review given to the day’s
reading; no application made of the
facts or truths that have| been learoed.
It has not become a part ot bis intel~
lectual store to be drawn upon as oc-
casion may require.
cles it is mortilying for a man notte
be able to honor a dralt made upon
him, when he  hoows that from
his opportunities he sbounld be ‘able
to henorit, Mcre humiliating still, it
it is for the literary bankrupt to be
found wauting,when he himse!f and all
nis friends know he should be posted
in that particular branch of sciecce,
art or literature,

A literary <dyspeptic is one of the un-
bappiest of mortals. Tobe full of un-
digested knowledge; to have read ex-
tensively, and yet:to have retained no
command of wnat he has read; to sit
by anevening circle and engage in con-
versation, and yet be unable to add to
the Interest of the occasion, because
he cannot recall what he has read, will
mike & good and benevolent heart
miserable, Then, in thesame circle and
at ‘the same time to hegr apnother take
up the conversation and give the same
facts which you desire to give, but
could not,—facts which you should

read the works—is to a man of spirit
exceedingly humiliating. To be asked
to give an opinion of an author, to an-
alyze the character of Napoleon, or
give the marked events in the life of
Washington, and be utterly unable to
do it; and then hear another party

and set it foith as you would Lave
done it if you had read as you should
have read—thbis to a sensitive man or
woman is, to say the least, exceedingly
mortifying,

A literary dyspepticis a literary im-
becile. His method of reading has so
weakened his mind that his memory is
confused und powerless.

Jd, H. W.
Sarnt Lakg CiTy,
sNov, 12, 1887,
e
A BIG COUNTRY.

Inducements to Seitlers Offered by
Ennllm Hiver Valley.

Parxer, Binghan Co.,
. Nov. 22,
Fditor Deseret News:

This big eauntry on Soake River has
to be traveled over before one can
conceive ot its facilities and many ad-
vantages. Parker is about 10 miles
north from Rexburg, on the north side
of the north fork of the river, To the
northwest are large sand wmountains,
and the soil here is a sandy loam,
very warm, and said to be productive
of good crops when properly handled.

Bishop W. M. Parker, formerly of
North Morgan, Morgan Co., Utah, pre=-
sides here, He has erected a commo-
dious residence on thé towneside, and a
fine new barn, which is a worthy ex-
ample to his neighbors.

North of here, on Sand Creek, i3 w—
cated a large creamery, owned by W.
0. Carbine, A, D. iller and D. /G.
Miller. They were late in getting it
] oyer;tlun this season, but gave it a

1887.

test that proved It to be a decided
successt Theéy expect to' have it in
full blast npext season and turn out &
vast amountof No.1 creamery bulter
that will ind a ready market, More
enterprises of Lhis kind are needed in
this section, which offers many in-
ducements to the gzood and true to find
bemes. Faithful young men, blessed
‘with muscle and continuity, are in-
vited by the settleis te join them,
There is

ROOM VOR THOUSANDS,

taining balf & million.

To the south and east of Parker on
the other side of the Snake River and
between il and the Teton, is located
Wllford Ward, presided over by Bishop
George Davis, late of Hooper Uwah.
The setftlers have taken outa large
canal from the Teton, which covers
some excellent laud. Good crops have
been raised, and the place is fast lling
up. A pew canal has been surveyed
from Fall River, some eizht miles to
the northeast, that will bring many
thousand acres of land under caltiva-
tion. A towunsite has beenlaid cut that
will be located on next spring. Thus,
bere again is a food opening for
settlers. R Gl

-
The Rock Springs Independent in
speaking of the leasing of the Union
Pacific coal mines at Rock Springs
says: ‘“We learn that the Jease has
actually been sigped, that Mr. A. C.
Beckwith has a large interest in the
syndicate that is 1o operate the mines
and that it will be turned over ta the
new managers about the first of the
year, We wnderstand very little change
is likely to be made in the force now
working in the mines.” ] :

On November 25th a {reizht train ran
into a work train on the Atlantic snd
Pacific Railroad six miles from Wil-
liams, Avizona. Fifteen men on the
work train were more or less injared.
The brakeman on the freicht was bad-
ly hurt and is expected to die.

In fioancial cir-.

have had at your command, for youn '

asross tae Toom take up the subject:

Snake River Valley is capable of sus- °



