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n Special Message to Congress,
president Says They Need it
To Meet Conditicns,

————————

DESERT ACT PROMOTES FRAUD

iy S,

e ey ——

present Coal Law, He Deolares,
simply Places a Premium
On Swindling.

Recommends Enactment of a Law for
Government Control of the Pub-

Wwashiugton, Dee. 17.—The following
essage of President Roosevelt on the
subject of public land laws, was sent
to Congress today:

o the Senate and House of Represent.

The developments of the past year
increasing force the
need of vigorous and immediate action
land laws and
glapt them to the actual situation, The
timber and stoue act has demonstrated
conclusively that its effect I8 to turn
over the public timber lands to great

gphasize W ith

parm, it is no longer needed and It
ghould be repealed.

DESERT LAND LAWS.

act results so fre-
fraud and comparatively
gelgom in making homes on the land,
radieal amendment.,
meat provision which permits assign-
ment before patent should be repealed
ad the entryman should be required

w llve for not less than two years at
wme on the land before patent issues.
fherwise the degert land law will con.
speculators and other
jwge holders to gei control of land and
water on the public domain by inde-
fengible means.

The commutation clause of the heme-
stead act serves, In a majority of cases,
to defeat the purpose of the homestead
act ftself, which 18 to facllitate settie-
ment and create homes, In theory the
clause should assist the
doubtless in some
Far more often it sup-
meand by which speculators
lonn and mortgage companies se-
wion of the land.
uctive=living at home on the
three years should be required
uniess it should
the commuta-

cases It does so.

LAND LAWS UNBATISFACTORY,

Wids conmisslon, to which I again call

LA gravely eongerned at the ex-
wmely ungatisfactory condition of the
fblle land luws and at the prevalencs
¥ fraud undev thelr present provisions.

iy responsible,
by which the fraudulent
isition of these lands can be defi-

oted the secretary of the Interior to
wow 1o patent to be igsued to publie
knds under any law
inluatiop on the ground actually in

i For this purpose an
rease of special agents fn the land

pven bona fide, would be settlers will
W put to grave Inconvenience, or else
% fraud will in large part go on, Fur-

thouid be enabled
L nining experts to examine the validity
¢ all mineral land claims, and to un-
¥rtake the supervision and control of
mineral fuels still be-
siging to the United States, The pres-

employ enough

%o use of the

ptry to 160 aeres puts a premium on
Wud by making it impossible to de-
Hop certaln coal fields and yet com-
It 18 a scandal to
nintain laws whiech sound well, but

ch great natural resources must re-
The law should give In-
Uvidualg and corporations under prop-
o government regulation and control,
(ke detalls of whieh

bodlee of conl land large enough for

It 8 that there should be provision
e leasing coal, o1l and gas rights un-
der proper restrictions,

il foree of speclal ugents and mining
fAperts 1 orecommend If provided and
%ell used, the result will be not only to
nd frauds, but prevent delays In
Flenting claime, and to concelve the
bdlspensable fuel resources of the na-

1f the addition.

RIGHTS OF WAY AND PRIVI-

Many of the existing laws affecting
wuy and privileges on public
8 and reservations are illogleal and
Some work Injustice by grant-
ble vights in perpetuity with-

U the grantee in his possession

In falrness to the gov-
Lo the holders of rights and
on the publie lands, and to
whom the latter serve.
and enactment of
an comprehensive aet,
the regulations and the
in many cases
to all, to the end that
or monopolistic control of
rees may not he
for private ends,

PRIVATE HOLDINGS WITHIN
NATIONAL FORESTS.

aries of the pational fou-
unavoldably include cer-
Umber lands not owned
Important among
*the land grants of various
For more than two years
with the land grantees
' 4 progress, looking toward
stment by which the forest on
. within national forest
May be preserved by the re-
he present crop of timber
preseribed by the forest
Nl its perpetuation may be
¥ the transfer of the land té
ent without cost,
.'_'l:z-h an arrangement to the
At dles In the acqulisition of
ectlon I8 necessary to
The advantage to
1 in the proposal
ldate thelir hold-
: Within forest reserves
i¢, after deeding their lands
L, and thus to cut
time solld bodies
{ alternate mections,
unt of timber in

By ba extended

ment with the railroads and other own-
ers, I so, I recommend that [t be
enacted,

WORKING CAPITAL FOR NATION-
AL FORESTS,

The money value of the natlonal for-
osts now reserved for the use and ben-
efit of the people exceeds considerabl;
the sum of one thousand milllons of
dollars.

The stumpage value of the standing
timber approacnes $700,000,000 and
together with the rango and timber
lands, the water for frvigation wand
power, and the subsldiary velues
reaches an amount equal to that of
the nationa] property now under the
Immediate control of the army and
navy together. But this vast domain
18 withheld from serving the natlon as
freely and fully as it might by the
lack of capital to develop it. Tho

early running exponses are sulflclent.
¥y met by the annual appropriation
and the proceeds of the forests, Un-
der the care of the forest servico the
latter are increasing at the rate of
more than $500,000 a year; tho esti-
mate of an appropriation for the pres-
ent vear s less than for last year:
and it is confidently expectod that by
1910 the forest service will be en-
tirely self-supporting. In the mean-
time there 18 the most urgent need for
tralls, fences, cabing for the rangers,
bridges, telephone lnes, and the othep
Items of equipment without which the
reserves cannot bhe handled (o ad-
vantuge, eannot be protected properly,
and cannot contribite as they should
to the general welfare. Expenditures
for guch permanent {mprovements are
properly chargeable to ecapital ae-
count. The lack of reasonable work-
Ing equipment weakens the protection
of the natfonal forests and greatly lim.
Its thelr production, This want cans
not be supplied for the appropriation
for running oxpenses, The need’ is
urgent. Accordingly I recommend
that the seeratary of the treasury he
authorized to advance to the forest
service, upon the security of the stand.
Ing timber, an amount, say $5,000,000,
sufficlent to provide a reasonable
working capital for the national for.
osty, to bear Interest and to be repaid
In annua) Installment in the follow-
ing years,

TRANSFER OF THE NATIONAL
PARKS.

The national parks of the west are
forested and they lle without exception
within or adjacent to national forest
reserves,  Two years ago the latter
were transferred to the eare of the
secretary of agriculture, with the most
satlsfactory results, The same reasons
which led to this transter make advis-
able a stmilar transfer of the natlonal
parks, now in charge of the secretary
of the Interlor, and I recommend legis-
lation to that end,

INDIAN LANDS,

Within or adjoining natlonal Jorests
are conslderable areas of Indian lands
of more value under forest than for
any purpose, It would ald greatly mn
putting these lands to thelr best use
{f the power to create national forests
by proclamation was extended to cover
them, The Indlans should be pald the
full avlue of any land thug taken for
such purposes, from the proceeds of the
lands themselves, but such land should
revert to the Indians 1f it Is excluded
from natlonal forest use before full
payment has been made,

GOVERNMENT CONTROL OF
GRAZING.

The control of grazing in the natlonal
forests s an assured guccess, T con-
dition of the range Is improvimg rap-
Idly, water {8 being developed, much
feed formerly wasted Is now baved and
used, range controversies are settled,
opposition to the grazing fee Is prac-
tically at an end, and the stockmen
are earnestly supporiing the forest re-
serve and co-operating with it effective-
ly for the Improvement of the range.

The situation on the open govern-
ment range is strikingly differeri. lts
carrying capacity has probably been
reduced one-half by over-grazing and
is still failing. Range controversies in
many places aro active and bitter and
life and property are often ih danger,
The interests both of the lHvestock in-
dustry and of the government gre need.
lessly impaired. The present situation
I8 Indefensible from any point of view,
and it should be ended.

I recommend that a bill be enacted
which will provide for government con-
trol of the publlc range through the
department of agriculture, which alone
g equipped for that work, Such a bill
should insure to each locality, rules for
grazing speclally adapted to Itz needs
and should authorize the collection of
a reasonable grazing fee, Above all,
the rights of the settler and home-
maker ghould be absolutely guaranteed.

Much of the public land can only he
used to advantage for grazing when
fenced, Much of the fencing has been
done for that reason and also to pre-
vent other stock owners from using the
Jand to which they have an equal right
under the law, reasonable fencing
which promotes the use of the rangs
and yet Interferes neither with settle.
ment nor with other range rignts,
would Le thoroughly desirable it it
were legal, yet the law forbids, and the
law must and will be enforced, T will
gee to it that the illegal fences are re-
moved unless Congress at the present
gesgion, takes steps to legalize proper
fencimg by government control of the

range.
THEOLOT & ROOSEVELT.
The White House, Dae, 17, 1906,

BANDIT RAISULI

Makes Threats Against French and
Spanish in Tangler.

Parls, Dec. 17~Kalsull, the bandit
chlef who hag terrorized the people re.
siding in the vicinity of Tangier, Mo
rocco, has according te an interview,
published here today, Indulged in open
threats agajnst the French and Span-
ish residents. He Is quoted as having

declared that he will not tolerate the
presence of foreign warships at Tane
gler, adding "I have written to the
authorities at Fez and will write to the
legations notifying them that before
the expiration of five days the warships
must depart,”

KING OSCAR IMPROVING.

Stockholm, Dee, 17.~King Oscar con-
tinues to Improve, His general condl-
tion this morning {8 noticeably hetter,
Hlis recovery, however, is expected o
bha slow, The following bulletin was |a.
gued today by his majesty's attending
physiclans:

“The king passed a good qgulet night,
His temperature 18 99.1. The action of
the heart |8 stronger and the mucus in
the trachea hag not increased.”

e o .t

. BURNHAM SENTENCED.

General Consul for Mutual Reserve
Lite Gets Two Years,

New York, Dee, 11l.-Ceorge Burnham,
Jr., general counsel for the Mutunl Re-
gerve Life Insurance company, redently
cunvicted of larceny, today was gentenced
to serve two years in the state prisen,

ELECTROCUTED IN HIS HOME,

Ounkland, Cal, Dec, 17.~-Arthur P. Thom-
a8, 2 years of Age, & newspaperman, met
Jeath at his home on Seventh avenue yes.
terday, heing slectrocuted as he attempt-
ad to turn on the electric lght in t
hathroom of n’: he “”'nmt th vau "r.:cnt'l‘y
tanecus, as the curre &

:nouh mwrmm body near

— e et e s ettt .
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FIFTY-SIXTH YEAR

[RIP TO PANAMA

President Sends Special One to
Congress, Telling in Detail
What He Saw.

FOUND THINGS IN GOOD SHAPE

Notes Unjust Criticism==Makes Recs
ommendations for Vavious Purposes
~Work Progressing Satisfactorily.

Washington, Dee, 17.-=The presis
dent today sent the following speclal
message to Congress:

To the Senate and House of Represens
tatives:

In the month of November I visited
the Ithinus of Panama, golng over the
canal zone with considerable care; and
ulso visited the cities of Panama and
Colon, which are not in the zune or
under the Unijted States flag, but os
to which the United States governs-
ment, through its agents, exercises con-
trol for certaln sanftary purposges,

The U. 8. ¥ Loulgiana, on which I
wag, anchored oft Colon about half past
2 on Wednegday afternoon, Nov., 14.
1 eame aboard her, after my stay on
shore, at about half past 9 on Sature
day evening, Nov. 17, On, Wednesday
alternoon and evening I received the
president of Panama and his sufte, and
saw members of the canal commission,
wnd varlous other gentlemen, perfecting
the arrangement for my visit, so that
every hour that I was ashore could be
employed to advantage, 1 was three
days ashore-not a sufficlent length of
time to aliow of an exhaustive investi.
gation of the minutise of the work of
any single department, still less to pass
Judgment on the engineering problems,
but enough to enable me to get a clear
ldeg of the sallent features of the great
work and of the progress that has been
made as regards the sanitation of the
zone, Colon, and Panama, the caring
for the housing of the employees, and
the actual digging of the canal. The
zone I8 a narrow strip of land, and It
can be inspected much ag one can In-
spect 50 or 60 miles of a great raljiroad,
at the polnt where it runs through
mountains or overcomes other natural
obstacles,

I chose the month of November for
my visit partly becauge it lg the raini-
est month of the year, the month in
which the work goes forward at the
groatest disadvantage, and one of the
two months which the medical depart-
ment of the French canal company
found mosat unhealthy.

FIRST DAY ASHORE.

On Thursday mornlng we landed at
about half-past 7 and went slowly ove
2 «of the Panama rallway, end-
ing *eltlﬁnn expedition in & tug at the
Pacifie eityance of the eanal out to the
islands where the dredging for the
canal will cease. We took our dinner
at one of the eating houses furnished
by the commission for the use of the
government employes—no warning of
our coming heing given, 1 inspected
the Ancon hospital, golng through vari-
ous wards both for white patients and
for colored patlents, I inspected pors-
tions of the constabulary (zone police),
examining the men jndividually. I al-
g0 examined certain of the schools and
saw the school children, bolth white
and colored, speaking with vertain of
the teachers, In the afternoon of this
day 1 was formally received in Pana-
ma by President Amador, who, together
with the government anc all the people
of Panama, treated me with the most
conslderate courtesy, for which I here-
by extend my most earnest thanks, 1
was driven through Panama and in a
public square was formally received
and welcomed by the president and
other members of the government; and
in the evening T attended a dinner
glven by the president, and a reception,
which was algo a government funecs
tion, T also drove through the streets
of Panama for the purpose of obsery-
ing what had been done, We slept
at the Hotel Tivoll, at Ancon, which s
on a hill directly outside of the city of
Panama, but in the zone,

SECOND DAY.

On Friday morning we left the hotel
at 7 o'clock and spent the entire day
golng thiough the Culebra cut—the spot
in which the most work will have to
be done {n any event, We watched the
different steam shovels working; we
gaw the drilling and blasting, we saw
many of the dirt traing (of the two
different tvpes used, both carrying the
earth away from the steam ghovels and
depositing 1t on the dumps— some of
the dumps being run out in the jungle
mercly to get rid of the earth, while in
other cases they are being used for dous
ble tracking the railway, and In pre-
paring to bulld the great dams, T viss
fted many of the different villages, in-
gpecting thoroughly many different
bulldings—the local receiving hospitals,
the houses in which the unmarrled
white workmen live, thoge in which the
unmarried colored workmen llve; also
the guariers of the white married em-
ployes and of the marrled colored em-
ployes, as well as the, commissary
gtores, the bath houses, the water-clos.
ety, the cook sheds for the colored la-
horers, and the goverument canteens, or
hotels, ai which most of the white ems-
ployes take the!r meals. T went through
the machine shops, During the day [
talked with scores of different men—
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superintendents and heads of depart-
mentg, divislons and bureaus; steam-
shovel men, machinlsts, conductors, ene
gineers, clerks, wives of the American
employer, health offeers, colored la.

| horers, colored attendante, and man-

agers of the commisgary stores whera
food s gold to the colored laborers;
wives of the colored employes who are
married,

THIRD DAY,

On Baturday morning we started at
& o'cloek from the hotel, We went
through the Cluebra cut, stopping off
to see the marines, and also to lnves.
tigate certain towns: one, of white
etnployes, as to which in certain re.
spects eomphtint had been made to
me; and another town where I want-
ed Lo see certain houses of the colored
employes,. We went over the site of
the propesad Gatun dam, having on
the first day Inspected the sitose of
the proposed La Boea and Sosa dams,
We went out on a little toy rallway
to the resarvolr, which had been built
to supply the people of Colon with
watey for thelr houses. There we took
tunch at the engineers' mess, We then
went through the stores and ships of
Cristobal, inspocting ecarefully the
houses of both the white and colored
crployes, merried and unmarriad, to.
gother with the other bulldings,

THE FRENCH COMPANY,

At the outsat T wish to pay a tri-
bute to the amount of work done by
the French Canal com| under very
diffienlt elrcumstances, y of the
buildings they put up were oxcellent
and are atill in use, shough, naturally,
the houses are now getting out of re-
pair and are being used ag dwellings

only until other houscs can bo bullt,
and much of tho work they did in tha
Culebra eut, and some of the work they
did In digging has been of direct and
real benefit, This country has never
made a bettar Investment than the
$40,000,000 which it pald to the
French company for work and better-
ments, Inclnding especially the Pana-
ma railroad,

An inspection on the ground at the
hefght of the rainy scason served to
convinee ma, of the wisdom of Con-
gress in vefusing to adopt either a
high-level or a sea-level canal. There
seems to be a unlversal agreement
among all psople competent to yudge
that the Panama route, the one actuale
ly chosen, is mueh superior to both
the Nilcaragua and Darien routes,

PRELIMINARY WORK BEING
DONE.

The wigdom of the canal manage«
ment he been shown in nothing more
clearly than in the way in which the
foundations of the work have been
lald, To have yieldeq to the natural
impatience of ill-informed outsiders
and begun all Kinds of experimaonts in
work orior to a thorough sanitation
of the Isthhmuy, and to a falrly satis-
factory working out of the problem
of getting and keeping a sufficlient la-
ber supply, would have been disas-
trous.

SUCCESSIUL SANITATION.

The Arst great prohlem to be solved,
upon the =olution of which the success
of the rest of the work aepended, was
the problem of sanitation, This was
(rown the outsel under the direction of
Dr. W, C. Gorgas, who is to be made
a full member of the commission if the
law a5 to the composition of his com-
misgion remains unchanged, It must be
remembered that his work wuas not
mere sanitatjon as the tenn s under-
slood in our ordinary municipal work,
Throughout the zone and in the two
citles of Panama and Colon, in addi-
tion to the sanitation work proper, he
has had to do all the work that the
wavine hospital gervice does as regards
the natlon, that the health department
officers do In the varlous states ani
citles, and that Col, Waring did in
New York when he cleaned its streets,
The results have been astounding., The
jsthmus had been a byword for deadly
unhealthfulness. Now, after two years
of our occupation the conditfons ag re
gards sickness and the death rate coms
pare favorably with reasonably healthy
localities in the Unlted States,

HOSPITALS AND THEIR TREAT-
MENT.

I ingpected dhe large hospitals at
Ancon and Colen, which are excellent
examples of what ftroplenl hospitals
should be. 1 also inspected the re-
ceiving hospltals in various settle-
ments, I went through a number of the
wards in which the colored men are
treated, a number of thoge in which
the white men are treated-—Americans
and Spaniards. Both white men and
black men are treated exactly alike,
and their treatment is as gqod as that
which could be obtained in our first-
class hospitals at home,

HEALTH SHOWING,

Just at present the health showing
on the isthmus i8 remarkably good--
80 much better than in most sections of
the United States thut 1 do not believe
that it can possibly continue at quite
its present average, Thus, early in the
present year a band of several hundred
Hpanlards were brought to the isthmus
a8 laborers, and additions to their num-
ber have been made from time to thne;
yet since their arrival in February last
but one of those Spaniards thus brought
over to work on the canal has died of
digease, and he of typhold fever. Two
others were killed, one in a raliroad
accldent, and one by a dynamite ex.
plesion, There has been for the last
six months a well-nigh steady decline
in the death rate for thé€ population of
the zone, this being largely due to the
decrease in deaths from pneumonia,
which has been the most fatal disease
on the {sthmus. In October there were
99 deaths of every kind among the em-
ployes of the isthmus, There were
then on the rells 50600 whites, seven-
cighths of them being Amerlegns, Of
these whites but two died of disease,
and as It happened neither man was
an American, Of the 6,000 white Amer-
lcans, including some 1,200 women and
chilldren, not a single death has o¢-
curred in the past three months, where-
as in an average city in the United
£tates the number of deaths for a sim-
flar number of people in that time
would have been about 30 from disease,

DIMINUTION OF MOSQUITOES,

In Panama and Colon the death rate
has also been greatly reduced, this be-
ing directly due to the vigorous work of
the special brigade of employes who
have been ingpecting hougses whera the
stegomyin mosquito {8 to be found, and
destroying Its  larvae and breeding
places, and doing similar work in ex-
terminating the malarial mosquitoes—
In short, in performing all kinds of
hygienie labor, A little over a year
ogo all kinds of mosquitoes, including
the two futal specles, were numerous
about the Culebra cut, In this cut
during lagt October every room of every
house was carefully examined, and on-
ly two mosquitoes, neither of them of
the two fatal species, were found,

PANAMA AND COLON,

The sanitation work In the citles of
Panama and Colon has been just as
fmportant as In the zone {tself, and in
.many respects much more diffieglt; be«
cause it was necessary to deal with
the already existing population, which
naturally had scant sympathy with
revolutionary changes, the value of
which they were for a long time not
abla to perceive, In Colon the popu-
latlon consisty largely of eolored labor-
ers who, having come over from the
West Indies to work on the canal,
abandon the work and either take to
the brush or lle idle In Colon [tself;
thus peopling Colon with the least de-
girable among the imported laborers,
for the good and steady men of course
econtinue at the work, Yet asgtonishing
progress has been made In both citles.
In Panama %0 per cent of the strests
that are to be paved at all are already
paved with an excellent brick pave-
ment lald in heavy concrete, a few of
the streets being stlll In process of
paving. The sewer and water gervieces
in the eity are of the most modern
hyglenic type, some of the service hav-
ing just been complated,

COLON WATER SUPPLY,

It was not practicable, with the force
at the commission's disposal, and In
view of the need that the force should
be uged In the Jarger town of Panama,
to begin this work before early last
winter. Water maing were then lald in
the town and water was furnished to
the people early In March from a tem-
porary reservolr, This reservoir proved
ta be of Insufficient capacity before the
end of the dry season and the shortoge
was made up by haullng water over
the Panama raliroad, go that thera was
at all times an amplé supply of the
very best water, BSince that time (he
new reservolr back of Mount Hope has
been practically completed, 1 visited
this reservolr. It I8 a lake over a
mile long and half a mile broad. It
now carrles some 500,000,000 gallons of
first class water.

One of the most amusing (as well as
dishonest) attacks made upon the come«
mission was in connection with this
reservoir. The writer In question usual-
ly eonfined himself to vague general
mendacity: but in this case he speel-
fleally stated that there was no water
in the vicinity fit for a reservoir (1
drank It, and it was excellent), and
that this particular reservoir would
riever hold water anyway, Ae¢company-
ing this message, as T have said above,
is a Ehoto‘nph of the reservoir, as I

NEW OFFIGERS
IN THE CABINET

Oscar S. Straus Inducted Into Of-
fice of Secretary of Depart-
ment of Commerce.

METCALF NOW IN NAVY DEPT,

Mr. Bonaparte Congratulates Him, e
Himselr Becoming Attorney-

dueted nto the office
of the department of commerce and la-

of the gecrotary

ments of the cabinet recently made by
President Roosevelt,

" The ceremony Incident to the retires
ment ol Secy, Metealf, who hus been at
the head of the department sines July
of Becy. Straus, took place shortly af-
ter 8 o'clock this morning in the sgec.
retary’s oflices at the department, The

outh of office was adfninistered to Mr,

clerk of the bureau of immigration.,

duties of the office,

formally expressed
to those about him his great personal

which always had been so pleasant, He
tain similar cordial
In a brief address ex-
eésiro to continue the pres-

ent relations that existed bhetwean Scy,
Metealf and the officials of the departs

continue the policy
He sald he would take his cue from the
pregident, one
Strength lles [n the fact that he could
depend upon and enlist the hearty co-
operation of those

hig predecessor,

Metcalf held an In-
formal reception of the bureau heads.
the department, has been selected by
to be his private secretary,

pacity in the navy department,

Becy. Metcalf arrived at the navy de-
partment with SBecy, Bonaparte at 10:50,
The cath of office was administered by
Solleitor Hannah of the navy depart-

Rear Admiral Rixey,
geon general of the navy: Asst, Secy.
Murray of the department of commerce
and labor, and the
that department who went to the navy
department in a body after Mr, Straus
had been (nducted Into office,
Bonaparte, In a brief address,
congratulated the new secretary upon
the compliment Implied upon his choice
for the office of secretary af the navy.
No office, he said, exists of greater mo-
vital Interest
and even the national life of our com-
mon country.
Metcalf briefly responded, de-
claring that he alwayvs had taken in-
terest In the American navy.
assignment as a membar of the housge
of representatives,
the naval committee and that interest
became intensifled.

The secretary then received the offi-
cers and employes of the navy depart-

At 11 o'clock Charles J, Bonaparte,

took the prescribed oath as attorney
general and entered upon his new du-
The obligation was administered
by Mr. Sornberger,
clerk in the department of fustice,
the presence of Mr, Bonaparte's pre-
decessor, Willlam H. Moody, the assist-
ants attorney general, the solicitor gen-
eral and the principal oMcers of the
department of justice,
the first to offer congratulations,
Bonaparte declared he would be gulded
in the performance of his duties by the
example and counsel of his predecessor,

Mr. Moody was

about thelr food. Behoalbr
existence ever gince the article in ques-
tlon was publigshed.
erican humor, the engineering corps still
at work at the reservolr have christened
a large boat which {8 now uged on the
regervoir by the name of the individual
who thus denied the possibllity of the
reservoir's existence,

COLON PAVEMENTS,

I rode through the streets of Colon
sealng them at the hejght of the rain
season, after two days of almost un-

With typleal Am-

at thelr very worst,
they were undoubtedly very bad; as bad
as Pennsylvania avenue in Washington
Grant's admInistration,
strecot (s already in thoroughly satisfuc-
tory shape however,
gtreets are also in good condition,
others the change in the strets ig rapid-

Taken as a whole

Some of the side

Complaint was made to me by an en-
tirely reputable man as to the character
of some of the material
palriag certain
gation the complaint proved well found.
ed, but it also hppeared that the use
of the material in question had heen
abandoned, the commission after hov-
ing triad 1L In one or two streets finding
it not appropriate, 1
The result of the Investigation of this
honest complaint was typleal of what
occurred when T investigated most of
the other honest complaints made to
me, That is, where the complaints were

they almost always proved due to fajl-
ure to appreciate the fact that time wa«
necessary in the creatlon and comples
tion of this titanic work in a trople wil-

UNJUST CRITICISM,

Care and forethought have been ex-
ercised by the commission, and nothing
has reflected
than thelr refusal efther to go ahead
too fast or to ba deterred by the fear
m from not going ahead fast
It 1% curlous to note the rfact
that many of the most severs eritfen of
the commission criticise them for pre. |
cisely opposite reasons, same cormplaln-
ing bitterly that the work fs not in a
more advanced condition, while uthers
complain that it has been rushed wiih
such haste that there has been nsufi-
cient preparation for the hygiene ang
comfort of the omployes,
neither critielsm

quicker than the commission has gone,
for such quickness would have meant
insufficient preparation,

POLICING THE ZONE,

In addition 1o atiending to the health of
the employes, (t s of courde necessary
to vide for policing the zone, This

ne by & poligd fores which at present

over 200 men, under Capt. Shan-
ton, About one-fifth of the men are whita
and the others black. In different places [

ed soms 2 or @ of these men,
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une set, physically uod in ulacipline. With
Glig exception all the white meoen 1 Ques-
tloned had served (i the Amcdican aany,
usuaily in the Fhiippines, and belonged 10
the bust type of Awmeran soldier. With-
out exception the bluck pulicemen whom 1
questioned had gerved elther ln the Briush
army or in the Jama.a or Barbados po-
lice, They were evidently contented, and
were dolng thelr work well, Where posal
ble the pollcemen are used to contral peo-
ple of thelr own color, bhut In any emer.

| gency no hesitation {s felt in using them

indiscriminately,
SCHOOLS

Inasmuch a8 s0 many both of the white
and culored employes Davg urought thelr
fumilies with them, schouiy have been 68
tablished, the schooul servive belug un-
der Mr. Q'Connor, For the white pupils
white American teachers are empivyed;
for the colored pupils there are also
some white American tenchers, one Spans
ish fteacher, and ohe colored American
teacher, most of them being colored
teachers from Jamalea, Barbaucs,-aud st
Lucla, The schoolrovms were guod, and
It wag a pleasant thing to see the pride
that the teachers were taking In thele
work and their pupils,

There seemed to me to he too many sa-
loons  In the zono; but the new high-
license law which goes into effect on Jan,
1 next will probably close four-fifths of
them. Resolute and successful «fforts are
being made to minimize and control the
sale of liquor,

The ¢ars an the passenger trains on the
fgthmus are Jdivided into first and second
class, the diference belng marked in the
price of tiekets, Asg A ryle second cluss
pasgengers are colored and first clasy pas-
sengers white; but in every train which
I saw there were 4 number of white sec.
ond class passengers. and on two of them
there were colored first class passengers,

CARE OF EMPLOYES

Next In fmportance to the problem of
sapitation, and indeed now of egqual Ime
portance, s the problem of securing and
caring for tho mechianics, labors, ang oth
er employes who actually do the work on
the canal and the rallroad, This great
task has been under the control of Mr.
Juckson SBmith, and on the whole has
been well done, At present there are gome
6,000 white employes and some 19,000 col-
ared employes on the fsthmus. I went over
the different places where the different
Kinds of employes wore working: 1 think
I saw ropresentatives of every type both
at thelr work and {n thely homes: and 1
conversed with probably a couple of hun~
dred of them all told, choosing them at
random from every class and lnecluding
those who came especinlly to present cer
taln grievances. | found that those who
did not come spe clficially to present
grievancea almost invariably expressed
far greater content and satisfaction with
the conditions than did those who ealled
to make ecomplaint

UQUARTERS GOOD

1he wuie suuciiuamis  we  cmpioyed,
Sulne Gf LOem on olive woll, VUL Lug Lide
JLILY M Baitnligy tie great steatn shuvuls,

WE CURILEETS W g unliduyive Wovhe Gl
CLILAE, ol Macl aisls g Le Riedl prepaag
| shops, as cuoperte s and vmekeepers, su-
P gL, O Avbdlivel W dvideviia
vl UL guligs, at )OI alild sy Ol Muly

vl thern Bave prougint dewn thelr wives
and tamilies; and tne colkiren when not
i Fchool ave runniug sbout wud benaving
Precisely us the Amerncan simall DUy alid
Sladll gitlh bohuve Wi Bl Lae LB onents
among the empluyes jive, sometunes 14
SluA I SODATALY uulUses Sulnelines 1 large
Aouses; quarters pelng furnisaed free tu
all  the  men, mdrvivd and  unloddled,
Usually the bachelors sleep two in a
oo, as they would do o tnls country.
The quarters for the married peup’e wele
even petter. DouQilgss there must be here
und there a marned couple who, with ot
without reason, are not contented with
thelr house on the isthmus; but | never
happened to strike such a couple. The
wives of the steam shovel wen, engloeers,
machinlsts, and carpenters into whose
houses 1 went all, with vne gecord ex-
pressed thelr pleasure In thelr home life
and surroundings, Indeed I do not think
they could have done otherwise, The
houses themselves were pxcellent—bath-
room, sitting room, plagza, and hadrooms
being all that gould be desired. In every
house which [ hapened to cnter the mis-
tregs of the home was evidently a good
American housewlfe and heipmeot, who
had given to the home Nfe that toueh
of attractiveness which, of course, the
bachelor quarters nelther had nor could

have.
FOOD SUPPLIES.

The housewives purchase their supplies
directly, or through their husbands, from
the commissary stores of the commission.
All withwhom I spoge agreed that the sup-
plies were excellent, and all but two stat-
ad that there was no complaint to he
made; thega two complained that the
prices were excessive as compared to the
orices in the atates. On Investigation |

did not feel that this complaint was well

founded. The married men ate at home.
The unmarried men sometimes ate at pri-
vate boardinghouses, or private messas,
but more often, judging by the answers

of those whom T questioned, at the gov.
ernment canteens or hotels where the
meal costes 30 cents to each employe. Thia
W-cent meal struck me as bheing as good
a meal as we get in the United States
at the ordinary hotel fn which a i0-cent

meal s provided.

NO CAUBE FOR COMPLAINT ABOUT

O0D .
I eame to the conclusion that, speaking

generally, there was no warrant for pome-
plaint about the food. Doubtless it grows

monotonous after awhile. Any man ac-
cugtomed to handling lares masses of mon
knows that some of th®n, even though

otherwise very good men, are sure to

grumble about something and usually
vs, college bovs
and bearders in boardinghouses make

simllar complaints; so do soldlers and

sallorn
CHINESE AND OTHER LABOR.

UL the nincteen or twenly theusand day
laborers employed on the canal, a few

hundred alo spanlards, ‘These do excos

work., Their toremen toid me toat
ey did twice as well as the West Indig

laborers,  'They keep healthy and no dif-
ficulty is experionced with them in any

way., Some ltallan laborers are also em-
ployed In connection with the drilling. As
might Le expected, with labor as high
priced as at pressnt in the United States,
it has not so0 far proved pracueable to get
any ordinary laborers from the United
States, The American wage workers aon
the sthmus are the highly pald skilled
mechanics of the types mentloned pre-
viously, A steady effort is helng made to
secure Ttallans, and especialiv to procurs
maore Spaniards, because of the very satis
factory results that have come from thely
employment; and thelr numbers will be
increased as far as possible. It had not
proved possible, however, to wet them in

anything like the numbers needed for the

work, and from present appearances we
shall in the main have to rely, for the

rdinary unskilled work, partly upon col.
red laborers from tha West Indies, part.

Iy upon Chinese labor, 1t eertainly ought
to be unnecessary to point ot that the
American  workingman In the ['nited
States has no concern whatever in the
question as to whether the rough work
on the {sthmus ,which I¢ performed by
allens In any event, fe done hy allens fram
one conntry with a hlack =kin ar hy allens |
from another country with a vellaw wkin
Our husiness s to Mg the cannl as of-
fiitently and as aulekiv az noassihle: pro-
vided alwave that nothing is done fhat
s Inhumare te any lnharers, and nathing
that Interferce with the wames af or low.
ora the gtardard of living of our awpn
wrrkmen HMaving In view *ha neinatnla
T have arraneed ta try sovapnl theynand

Chinses Inhnrore Thisg 2 deslrahle » - on
hospapEs wa mast e §/ Ant ans -
Taharers are mnoat sfsiend 1T, Mipthar,
wars harsnes wa shon'd wat leare Ane
enlyne at tha merpy Af any na tuna A
faratgn Tahne At onrasant the ersat byl
At tha yrelilad dahiar an the (sthmua In
Anna hy Wess Tndla nagvass, chlofte fram
Tamaloa Parhadces arnd 1) hor Pnrlleh

regpeaione
NEGRO LARBORERS
The West Indin laborers are fairly, but

only fairly. satistuctory. Some of the men
do very well (1 ueed; the hetier class, who
are t¢ be found as forrmen, as skilled
mechanics, as policemen, are good men:
and many of the ordinary day laboarers
are also good. But thousands of those
who are brought over under contract {
our expense) go off Into the jungia to |
itve, or loaf arouvud Colon, or work so
badly after the Arst thie r four days
| A8 to cause a serious dimipution of th
amount of labor performed on Friday and
faturday of ench week g

The negroes generaly do their own cook-

ing. the bachelors cocking in sheds
provided by the government and using
thelr own pots. In the different camps
there was i wide varlation in the ehar-
acter of these cooking sheds, Ip soms
where the camps were completed, the
kitchen oy cooking sheds, as well us the
bathrooms and waler closets, were all

them at random. They were a

nwit.ndulthnbnnmL

(Continued on page two,)
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CHANNING TARES

NEW POSITION

He Has Resigned as Manager of
The Utah Consolidated
Mining Co.

GOING TO SOUTH AMERICA.
Will Leave Salt Lake Just as
Soon as His Successor Takes
His Place in January,

Has Accepted Post of President of the
Cerro de Pasco Mining and Ralls
way Compaules of Peru,

The fact was made publie today for
the first time that Mr. R. H, Channing
had tendered his resignation as manas-
ger of the Utah Consolidated Mining
company and that he expects to be re-
Heved by hig successor sometime dure
ing the month of Junuary, He goes to
Peru, South America, having accepted
the presidency of the Cerro de Pasco
Mining company and of the Cerro de
Pasco Rallway company, at a princely
salary. Heretofore the active man-
agement of the affalvs of the two named
companles has been directed by A. W,
McCune, who, it ls understood has de=
sired for sometime to be relieved (n or-
der that he might devote his energles
to business matters pertaining to his
awn personal interests,

CAUSED A SURPRISE.

The announcement of Mr, Channing's
retirement L. come as a complets sure-
prise and while his rnany friends {n
this city and state will be glad to hear
of his advancement, at the same time
his departure from the local mining
fleld will be keenly felt by all who
know him. He |s one of the most pope
ular mining mwen In the west and
among the most successful mine man=
Agers in the world, In faect, he stands
In the fron! ranks and no better evie
dence of this could be shown than his
clevation to the position to which he
has been cailed in the gouth,

HAS MADE GOOD RECORD.

Mr, Canning has made an enviable
record In  his conduct of the Utah
Consoltdated and the exhibit made by
him In the last annual report to share-
holders ghows that this big Bingham
mine under his direction |8 producing
copper cheaper thtan any other cops
per mining concern in the world,

He came to the Utah Consolie
dated in 1899, In fact, has been
with that.corporation avery since its
ineeption and therefore gtarted the first
smeltey In the Salt Lake valley for the
exclugive tweatment of copper ores,
which started out with a capacity af
200 tons a day. This was in 1889, Sinca
that time the plant has been practicals
Iy rebulld and enlarged and the pres-
ent plant is handling close to 1,000 tons
per day. But during the administra=
tion of Mr, Channing 1,500,000 tons of
ore have been treated, from which has
been produded about 00,000,000 pounds
of copper, At the present time the
company s producing this metal at &
cost of ground b cents per pound. The
Utah Consolldated las pald dividends
to the amount of $5,136,000 and with
the one recently posted for January
payment, a total of $6,038,000,

Mr, Channing came to Salt Lake from
the Mesabl range of mountainsg In
Minnesota, where he managed the
Picands-Mather irdf properties. Prior
to that he managed the properties of
United States steel corporation and be-
fore that served the Chicage, Mil-
waukee & St. Paul Rallway company
as superintendent of mining exploras

tion,
THE PROPERTIES,

It is not the jntention of Mr., Chane
ning to leave until his successor, whose
appolntment has not been announced is
made acquainied with the mine and
smelting situation., The site for the
new $1,000,000 smelter has not been se-
ieeted, but probably will be before New
Yeors' day.

The properties that Mr. Chavnl . g will

take charge of, says Hora wlovanyy
in the Copper Handbook, u: iy 1 as
the Cerro de Pascd mines, loca od neap

Limn, Peru. The owners are James B,
Haggin, J, Plerpont Morgan, N. Mek,
Twombley, and other New York capi-
talists, The company operating the
mines was orgfianized in 192, under
the laws of New Jersey, with a capis
tallzation of $10,000,000, Assoclated with
it is the Cerro de Pasco Investment
company, which is generally considered
to be a “shield” to protect the mining
company from grafters domestic and
Peravian bath,

The distriet is a famous mining cen.
ter, TL s 14,300 feet above the sen, and
thls elevation works against it that
labor g quickly fatugues on account .
of the diffleult respiration, The sur-
rounding country is bleak, compelling
food and =upplies to be brought from a
distance. There {5 a town of mine works
ers estimated at from 5,000 to 20,000,

BPLENDID CLIMATE.

The cllmate is a peculiar one, in that
it seldom rains, and ofter hails, while
there is never a layer of snow on the
ground. PBetween summer and winter
the varfation 18 less than 20 degrees,
The low attitude makes for mild wine
ters while the high altitudes prevents
warm summers.

Silver was discovered at the mines
In 1650 and vrior to the close of the
nineteenth century it i< estimated that
460,000,000 ounces of silver had been
carried away This was mined by
primitive hand methods and carried
on llamas a distance of slx miles to
primitive smelters, whenece it was
carried 200 miles to Lima on Namas.
In 1870 the rallroad came ta Oroya
and displaced this primitive Lranspor.
tation method,

PECULIAR GEOLOGY,

The geology of the district 1a Poa
cullar and authorities difer much on
the subject, Minernl is found In
every claim in the disteict, which is
a mile wide and between one and tweo
miles wid Mnder modern methods
tha oreg devalop gold, siliver, copper
and colbal, Fhe unper zone carries
mostly silver in decomposed quares,
At & depth of 100 feet the silver ore
ig mixed with copper, and still deepeyp
the copver pradominates, So far the
copper ores have averaged from 25
to 40 per cant in tenor, but only the
choleest ore has been shipped, owing
Lo high transportation charges

EXPENSIVE EQUIPMENT.

The present company has disregards
ed the old workings, and operates five
shafts, each of two compartments,
with modern wachinery throughout,
The ore in sight s estimated from
2,000,000 to 75,000,000 tons. The
mines are regardod as the most ex-
ponsive cop' oy propositions in  the
world, Bef re a cent of eaynings was
teken out, the prasent company speng
§12,000,000 on the mines, the sine ter,
and the railroad
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