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goad behavior, or until further Iegls-'
lation upon the subject. 'This ought to
place the department entirely out of
politice, and make it easy to establish
a condition of harmony, diecipline and
efficlency. Complaints that the lawe
are not being properly enforced in this
cify are becoming numeraus and loud,
and some heed should be pald to them.

This decision {3 a tremendous vindi-|
cation of the firmness and sagacity of
Mayor Clark. Suppose hls backbone
had ylelded under the preasure of the
machine, and he had appointed a new
police department; the city would
have had two pets of officers to pay,
and a complicated muddie, making
prolonged and costly litigation Iinevit-
able, would have ensued. Serious and
.expenpive consequences have been
avoided by the resolution and foresight
of the Mayor, and a corresponding op-
probrium falls upon the heads of hia
enemles.

Now let wrangling cease. Let the
Clty Couneil hold up the Mayor's hands
In his efforts to give the elty a good
government. Let meddlesome achemers
who were not placed in office by the
people be no longer permitted to dom-

‘ inate the men who were. Agaln the
“News"” sayr, let us have peace.

IS IT TO BHE WAR?

In the c¢ase of war between the
Unpited States and Spain, the latter
cauntry would have a fleet at her com-
mand, believed to be, In some respects,
superior to that of the United States,
and It i not Improbable that the
Spanish people for this reason feel
inclined to inasigt on more than common
regard for the natlonal honor. But com-
parisons based on flgures on paper
are idle. On the slde of the United
Btates are all the elements of super-
jority. In the opinion of experts it la
no longer the number of shipe and
gung that count, but rather the thick-
ness of armor and caliber of the guns,
and above all the quality of the men
commanding the engines of destruction.
In these respects the TUnited States
navy Is undoubtedly ahead and fully
prepared to malintaln the glorious
record of past wars, which eclipses that
of most other natione. About all the
naval heroism in Japan’s war with
China, worthy a plaece in the annals
of bistory, wan displayed by an Amer-
jean, the commander of the Chen
Yuen, and thére are other heroes in the
Ameriean navy.

A war with Spain would be largely
one at sea. If the warships In Havana
harbor were sunk and the port cap-
tured, S8paln would have to endeavor to
make some counter-move to even up
matters. But the United States feet
would be able to meet any sguadron
Spain might send out for the purpose
of attacking our seaports. With the
aggressive taetica concentrated on
Cuba, it s believed that Spain eould
do but little harm to thls country, and
that it would be but a short time be-
fore the haughty chevaller across the
nen would acknowledge himself beaten.

It s still hoped that the Spanish gov-
ernment wlll find rome way to satisfy
the loud demands of humanity and
justice in behalf of the thousanda of
human beings that are slowly dying
in the ecities of Cuba. and nt the same
time save the “honor” whieh rReems
to be the first conslderation. Public
opinion in Ameriea now I8 In favor of
reacuing the pufrerers, even at consid-
erable cost. With Bpaip rests yet to
decide. whether this shall be done by
peaceful means or only by the pacrifice
of more property, morg lives, Accord-
ing to present appearances the neay
future will make this clear,

By latest developments it 18 reen that

the: United States has determined that™

Am ] L] nowo-

Spain’s Inhuman methods in Cuba shall
ceage, and js nbout to give notice to
that effect to the Spanish government,
In view of other recent circumstances,
it would be no great purprise if Great
Britain should join with the United
States in such notice, In which event
there would be no resistance on the
part of 8pain that would tead to war,
and all the clouds would pasa by tor the
present.

IN RELATION TO THE MYRTICAL.

Since the fullness of the everlasting
Gospel was proclalmed to the Inhab-
itanta of the earth\ by the Prophet
Joseph Smith and the Eiders who trace
tlielr authority to him, there has de-
veloped in different parts of the world,
especially the United States, a strong
tendency In the direection of certaln
forms of the mystical. The masses of
the people in those countries In
which the Gospel has been preached
have rejected it, though some of ita
features are very attractive even to
persons who lack the courage or hon-
esty or both to embrace it. The prom-
Ise of the 8pirit of Revelation, which
the servants of the Lord make\to all
who will belleve, repent and be bap-
tized, is one which a great many peo-
ple would llke to reallze without com-
plying with the laws upon which the
blesslng 18 predicted. Hence the de-
velopment of spirituallsm and other
torma of mysticism that signalize the
present age of the world in so marked
a degiee.

The opportunity is given to the chilld-
ren of men to put themselves in a
position to recelve revetation from
God for their Individuai instruction,
comfort, guldance and salvation. But
thias great blessing ealls for a corres-
pondingly great sacrifice on the part
of each indlvidual who aspires to it
On the other hand the age has de-
veloped opportunities for recelving
revelations and spiritual or mystical
manifeatations of various kinds with-
out the making, on the part of the In-
dividual who reeeives them.0of any sac-
rifice whatever, either by performing
the works of rightecusness or in any
other way. Such revelations and man-
ifestations originate in sources that are
the opposite of heavenly, and, with
few if any exceptions, are evil in thelr
temliency and effecta upon the human
sgoul,

There Is another class of spiritual or
mystical manlfestations whieh cannot

be sBet down as evil In their
fource or tendency, vyet which
ought not to be relied upon

too atrongly by members of the Church

the advanced studies ¢f Mutunl Em-
provement assoctations, theologtcal
clagges in the SBabbath schools, and

quorums of Priesthood; and many
members of these organizations have
been exercised in their minds conecern-
fng questions of doctrine, the inter-
pretation of the Scriptures, ancient and
modern, the application and fulfillment
of prophecy, etc. This Interest is com-

| mendable while restrained within prop-

f
|

In weighty matters of faith and con-!

duet. To thin class belong
dreams, vislons, prophecies, Interpreta-
tiona of Scripture, ete.,, that come
through unofficial channels. Often
where such manifestations occur among
the Baints, they are tokens of the favor

and blesslng of the Almighty upon thel

individuala who nre favored
with them, and should be
received and prized In A  spirit

of humility and gratitude. But occur-
rencea of this character may originate
in® soureces that are not divine, and
even members of the Chureh may, In
consequence, be misled or serlously de-
ceived. Where there is doubt ns to the
actual source or character of a epirit-
ual manifestation, it should be tested
by or compared with the principles of
truth as revealed to and accepted by
the Church. If the Individual Iz not able
to make this test or ecomparison to his
own sztiafaction, he may lay the mat-
ter before his presiding offleers in the
Priesthood.

Within the last fesw years ‘here han
been a rapldly increaming- interest In

er bounds; but to allow It to ereate
disputation is to let it become an evil
If students of the Scriptures encounter
a difficulty which nelther they nor their
instructors ean solve to the patisfaction
of all concerned, it is far better to
leave the matter open by common con-
sent than to dispute about it; there
are difficutties in the Scriptures which
no class of astudents in the Church Is
expected to fully solve. If the matter
Is of actual and practical importance
it should be lald before the proper off-
cers of the Priesthood for determinz-
tlton; otherwise it may be papsed with
‘auth light as the students or their in-
structors may be able to throw upon
it

These observations are called forth
at this time by a number of communi-

cations the "News" has lately re-
celved. One correspondent has offered
a earefuly prepared Interpretation,

from his standpoint, of some pazsages
from one of the Old Teptament
Prophets; another writes of the mye-
tical and prophetic significance of
some features of the Pyramid of Glaah,
and of predictions mald to have been
uttered by a modern Apostle concern-
Ing the commencement of the Millen-
nium, while another urges us to ex-
pound a portion of Paul’s writings.
These letters indicate a  trend of
thought among the readers of the
“News,”” and It la a trend which re-
quires to be both encouraged and
guarded. For members of the Church,
and especlally the young, to study the
Scriptures, is &8 most excellent thing,
but care ahould be taken that ideas be
not imblbed nor adhered to which are
at variance with the authorized teach-
inga of the Church.

One grand and controiling principla
is reached by a conslderation of the
roregoing matters. which, however, can
at best be but very imperfectly treat-
ed in an article like the present omeg
and that principle may be thus stated:
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
day Saints §s led by Apostles and
Prophets. who are the living oracles
of the Almighty among the children of
men; to these oracles are committed
both the ability and authority to im-
part to the Latter-day Sainte,individu-
ally and collectively. all the instruc-
tion in mptritual things which they re-
quire for their guldance here and thelr
salvation hereafter. There is, there-
fore, no need for any of the Salnts to
be decelved, to aecept false doctrine, to
be ted astray nor to he left In the dark.
concerning spiritual things. Thouch
all the light and knowledge an {ndl-
vidual may dewitre And ark for may not
at once be given him, he may easily
obtain enough for his present needs
and safety.

There 18 another principle growtng out
of the one just lald down which may
thus be atated: Bpiritual gifts, dreams.
vieions, prophecies. interpretationa of
Beripture or of other matter. and aill
forms of epiritual blessings and mani-
festations enjoved by unofficial mem-
bers of the Church, are deslgned for
their individua! benefit, and not for
the guidance of the Church; and this
|= the reason why communications of
tho character above referred to, ad-
dreased to the "News,” are frequently
deemed Inappropriate for its columna.
In conclusion: Doctrine, prophecy and
revelation which come through or are
endorsed by the proper authorities of
the Church, may be accepted and relied
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