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INTEGRITY OF COURTS IMPERILED. |G

THE people of this country are
naturally jealous of any interference
with the courts of justice from
sources outside of their own imme-
diate sphere. Declarations of the
exjstence of that species of control
are regarded with distrust and re-
pugnance.

As a matter of course we have
reference now fto the sentiment of
the nation at large, the loeal feeling
in some quarters not being so scru-
pulous in that regard. As an in-
stance of local laxity in that con-
nection, a prominent anti-““Mor-
mon’? agtive politician said, some
time ago, in a ‘‘Liberal®’ politi-
cal gathering, “We already have
control of the courts in this Terri-
fory.*? Buch an annourcement or
claim made in a politieal gathering
fn any other part of the country
would have raised conslderable of a
breeze around the ears of the person
who 8o expressed himself in behalf
of his party. We noted the
{fact of the utterance at the time,
and made several subequent refer-
ences to it, but no disclaimer came
from the speaker’s political asso-
viates, and not even o gentle protest
emanated from the judiciary of
Utal, upon whom a dark imputa-
tion had been cast.

Nosuch intimation from a nation-
al official quarter is to be tolerated.
Popular sentiment is pronouunced
upon that subject. No other theory
must be enunciated, at least,
than that the courts which
are the bulwark of the liberties and
rights of the peopls, are beyond the
pale of political manipulation. If
they are to be governed under poli-
tieal considerations, then is the
country on the cdge of a precipice,
over which it is liable to rush to des-
truction. The law, interpreted and
administered without fear, favor or
hope of reward, is the theory of our
gystem. Under our institutions ne
one of the three departments of gov-
ernnient can properly or safely in-
vade the domain or prerogatives of
the others. Any atfempt, or sem-
blance of it, to break over the pre-
seribed boeundary, is necessarily
viewed with disfavor. 7

This healthy sentiment is precise-
1y what has caused s0 many of the
leading journals of America to
s0 sharply criticise the basis as-
sumed by President Harrison, as
expressed through the Attorney-
Geperal, for the removal of Chief
Justice Sandford. Taking up this
fruitful topie, America speaks thus
pointedly:

““President Harrison’s Attorney-
enera] has put his foob into it in
giving the reason for the removal of
Chief Justice Sandford, of the Su-
reme Court of Utah. [n his letter
the Chief Justice, he saij: ¢‘The
President has become satisfied that
your administration of the office
was not in harmoeny with the policy
he deemned proper to be pursued
with reference to Utah affairs.” As
the Chief Justice iz appointed to
administer justice according to the
law, irrespective of policy and poli-
tics, this letter naturally afforded
Judge Bandford a good opportunity
to step down with dignity after writ-
ing a stinging rejoinder to the At-
torney-General.’*

Although the view embwdied 1n
the foregoing guotation tends in the
proper direction, it is in some re-
spects open to analytical criticism.
We hold that, except as a matter of
discretion, the introduction of the
foot into a bad place was not in
“eiving the renson for the removal
of Justice Sandford of the Supreme
Court of Utah,?” but in the adoption
of the reason. An offense of any
kind is surely much worse than the
inadvertert confession of it.

—_—

ANOTHER SYMPTOM.

LATE news received direet from
Palestine will doubtless be of
marked interest to Latter-day
Baints, who believe that the literal
gathering of the Jews will, before
many Yyears, be an accomplished
fact. The report is to the effect that
Baron Rotlischild recently boughtia
whole town, contiguous to the Lake
of Tiberias, in the Holy Land. The
purchase includes farms, felds,
houses and all pertaining to the
pluce. The town is ancient Magda-
Ia, the native place of Mary Magda-
lene, now known as Medjel. ©

In the hands of the Armbs the
village is little better than an ac-
cumulation of huts, but the sur-
rounding country is very beautiful
and -exceedingly verdant, and will
serve ndmirably for colonizing pur-
poses, that being the understood
olject of the purchaser. 'The
amount paid for the town and its be-
longings was the sura of $3000.

Here is another among the nu-
merous evidences in  support
of fact that the prophecies
concerning the Jews are about
to be fulfilled. Gradually, and
apparently from natural causes,
tlie remnants of the ancient people
of God gather, those only who are
looking for the signs of Christ’s
coming being able to perceive the
preparatoiy work at its present
stage. Even now the work of the
Father hath commenced among all
nations to prepare the way for the
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gathering in of the remnants from
their long dispersion, sccording to
the div¥ne promise made to the
ancients, who, by faith and in-
gpiration, saw this day and were
glad. But a little while and the
times of the QQentiles will be ful-
filled.

The information conveyed in the
foregolng was embodied in a note
from Elder SBjodah), our special
Palestine correspondent.
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THE FIRST VICTIM.

THE first execution by electricity
that ever occurred in modern times
at Ieast, will take plate in New York
gome time during the coming week.
The precise date is not known and
will not be until it is all over; the
condemned himself will be informed
of it only on the morning of the
execution, but he will be given
time for such religious exeicises as
ke may desire before the death pen -
alty is inflicted.

These being over he will be
strnpped upon a reclining chair
very much like that used by bar-
bers, excepting that it will be desti-
tute of cushionsorornamentationand
very much stronger. The gimilari-
ty will be further carried out in the
matter of a foot rest. Hisghoes will
have heen removed and a pair con-
taining a powerful sheet conductor,

connected by means of wires
with the battery, put omn; his
hands and arms will be se-

curely pinioned, a black cap also
containing a conductor as its lining
and connected like the shoes to the
battery will be put on him, a black
curtain falling over his face, and
then, at n given signal, the electric
gwitel-will be turned, a current of
3000 volts will pierce the brain, and
death will be instantaneous and
painless. There will be a stiffening
of the body, the leust nervous flutter
of the heart and no other percepti-
ble demonstration of the invisible
agency’s work.

The victim’s name is WilHam
Kemmlier, and on having the pro-
cedure explained to him he =aid he
‘‘would rather be hanged a dozen
times than go through that awful
ordeal.??

The necessity of executing a cer-
tain class of criminals has been rec-
ognized in all ages of the world
and among all its people. It
is  not only sanctioned but
commanded by Holy Writ, and the

‘wisdom of such a provision is not

now to be guestioned. Those who
would abolish capital punishment
on humane or sentimental grounds



