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MORMON STANDARDS

WHEN discussing mormonism
its opponents frequently invent pe-
cullar

pe-
culiar notions and advance them as
part of the mormon creed and
occasionally quote disjointed and
garbled extracts from the writings
of men connected with the mor-
mon church which are foisted
upon the public as authorized expo-
sitions of its articles of faith this
is very unfair and misleading
there is in it more or less of a desdesirere
to deceive and to prejudice the pub-
licI1 ic mind

the proper way to oppose any
principle or tenet alleged to be false
is to state it fairly and fully as it
is entertained by those who ad-
vance it and it is wrong to at-
tribute to a society or organized
body of any kind ideas entertainedentert dined
by some individual which agrenotare not
endorsed by the association of which
he may be a member

in assailing mormonism elthereither
from the pulpit or the press it is
seldom if ever that its authorized
artarticlesioles of faith or recognized stan-
dards are cited or if they are that
they are given as they stand without
interpolation and without mutila-
tion what is pretended to be

mormonism is not mormon-
ism and that which is ridiculed
or controverted or held up for detes-
tation is simply something manu-
factured for the occasion or so great
a burlesque or exaggeration or dis-
tortion of the truth as to be closely
akin to wilful falsehood

the published standards of the
church of jesus christ of latter
day saints are the bible the
book of mormon the doctrine and
covenants and the articles of faith
they are accepted and recognized
by the body revelations received
by the head of the church on earth
and accepted as such by the body
may be classed in the same category
but the opinions theories argu-
ments illustrations and contentions
of men connected with the church
and not passed upon and endorsed
by it are not to be cited as author

izel particularly when out of har-
mony with its written standards

therehere Is no embargo placed upon
the thoughts of men in this church
nor upon the expression thereof
many things have been published
by men connected with the church
which the body would not approve
if they were presented for its action
wide circulation has been given to
theories and opinions of rhenmen hold-
ing

bold-
ing prominent places in the church
which have been publicly declared
by its president to be no guide for
the latter day saints yet these
are frequently cited as mormonNi ormon
doctrine and applied in a manner
not intended even by their authors
when they are fairly quoted how-
ever while they are not to be holdheld
as expositions of the mormon
creed blame cannot be justly cast
upon those who cite them as such
as it may when they are misquoted
and garbled and misapplied

there is nothing in the recognized
creed of the latter day saints
which infringes upon human liber-
ty or is incompatible with a repub-
lican form of governgovernmentmont it
boef not attempt to suppress
freedom of thought or of ac-
tion providing the latter does
not pass the line of the liberty
of others it does not seek to sub-
vert the force of constitutional law
or the authority of any recognized
human government it teaches
that man should be obedient in all
things to his maker but does not
put any person in the place of deity
to be worshippedworshipped adored or sub-
mitted to as god when god iere-
veals anything through the man
appointed as his mouthpiece to the
church the members may deter-
mine whether they will receive it as

the word of the lord and they
nave free agency to obey or dis-
obey it and take the consequence of
their own acts there Isia no com-
pulsion attending it and if they
believe and how to it their faith and
obedience are in and to god and
notnottoto man if moses or isaiah or
peter or john wrote the word of
the lord 11 those who are led by it
are not worshippersworshippers of either of those
men but of god who by them
so with any modern revelation

the Kingkingdomdoin of god Is to come
and the will of god is to be done on
earth as it is doneaalelveia so the
latter day SaintsSainto Weve in their
hearts as many other people pro-
fess to believe with their lips when
christ appears he will be the
recognized head of that kingdom
on the earth until he comes
whose right it Jsis to reign the

saints are commanded by divine
revelation to be subject to the pow-
ers that be that is to the goverdgovern
mentsmente established wherever they re-
side that Jsis mormonism so
is this in the articles of faith

we believe in being subject to
kings presidents rulers and magis-
trates in honoring obeying and
sustaining the law and so is this
in the doctrine and covenants
it is not right that man should be

in bondage one to another any
theory or hypothesis or
cal disquisition opposed to these is
not mormonism by whomsoever

and is not to be cited
as the mormon creed

we believe that true religion will
influence a true believer in all the
affairs of life also that members
of the church of christ should be
mutually helpful in everythingeverything that
pertains to their well being in time
and eternity also that they have
the right under the constitution and
laws of this coucountryy to combine
and unite for self defense and self
preservationfor good government
and the prevention of bad govern-
ment in aalf things spiritually and
temporally so long as they do notdot
violate law nor infringe upon the
rights of other people

our enemies may twist and dis-
tort and misstate these propositions
as they please they may quote
sentences culled frfromm the writings
of inaiindividualvidual theorists and tack
them together for the purpose of
misrepresenting the mormon
creed but the facts remain as we
have stated them and the recog-
nized standards of mormon doc-
trine stand as the authorized expo-
nents of our faith and discipline
theyney are our guide so far as books
cincan be and ththe spiritespirit of the living
god which is the light and life of
all things is within the reach of
those who seek for it in the appoint-
ed way the revelations of heaven
and not the opinions and
of men are the standard of alth of
the latter day saints

A GOOD EXAMPLE

THE english mormonscormonsMor mons in
number who arrived here on wed-
nesday from liverpool were quite
as good looking as the other immi-
grants who landed from the steamer V

wisconsin they did not look crjis
proud as the english upper class w
as solid as the english middle classclas
but looked likeike plain hardbardhardworkingworking
people of tiethe english lower class
and in the faces of some of them
merethewere the signs of that enthusiasm
which stirred the Mortcormonsmormons of other
times they were all anxious to
gotget to the headquarters of zion in


