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*MORMON™ STANDARDS.

WHEN discussing *‘Mormonism??
its opponenta frequently inveat pe-
culiar notions and advance them as
part of the “Mormon’® creed, and
seeasionally quote digjointed and
garbled extracts from the writings
of men vonnected with the ‘“Mor-
mon’’ Church, which are folsted
upon the public as authorized expo-
sitions of its articles of faith. This
I8 very unfair and mislending.
There is in it moreor less of a desire
to decelve and to prejudice the pub-
lic mind,

The proper way to oppose any
prin¢iple or tenet alleged to be false,
in to state it fairly and Rlly as it
is entertnined by those who ad-
vanCe it. And it is wrong to at-
tribite te n scciety or organized
body of any kind. idens entertdined
by some Individual which are not
endorsed by the association of which
he may be a member,

In assniling “Mormonism,”either
from the pulpit or the press, it is
seldom if ever that its authorized
articlesof faith or recognlzed stan-
dards are cited, or if they are, that
they aregiven asthey stand, without
interpolation and without mutila-
tlon. What is pretended to he
“Mormonism?” s not “Mormon-
tsny,*? and that which is ridiculed,
or gontroverted, or held up for detes-
tation, i simpiy something manu-
factured for the oceasion or so great
a burlesque, or exaggeration, or dig-
tortlon of the truth ns to bo closely
akin to wilful falsehood,

The publlshed standarde of the
Chureh of Jesus Christ of Latter-
day HBaints are the Bible, the
Book of Mormen, the Doctrine and
Covennnts and the Articles of Faith.
They are accepted and recognlzed
by the body. Revelations received
by the head of the Chureh on earth
and accepted as such by the body,
inay be glnssed in the same eategory.
But the opinions, theories, argu-
ments, 1llustrations and contentions
of men conneoted with the Church
and not passed upon and endorsed

by it, are not to be cited as author- |

ized, particularly when out of bar-
mony with ite written standards.

‘There is uo emhargo placed upon
the thoughts of men in this Chureh,
nor upon the expression thereof.
Many things have been published
by men connected with the Church
which the body would not npprove
if they were presented for itxaetion.
Wide circulation has hesn given to
theorier and opinions of men holi-
ing prominent places inthe Church,
witich have been publicly declared
by its Presldent to be *“no gulde for
the Latter-day Baints.” Yet these
nre frequently cited as ‘“*Aormon?
doctrine, and applied in a mannper
not intended even by their authors.
When they are fairly quoted, how-
ever, while they are not to be held
ns expositions of the ‘“Mormon?”’
creed, hlame cannot be justly cast
upon those who cite them nas such,
ag it may whon they are misquoted
and garbled and misapplied.

There isnothing in the recognized
e¢reed of the Latter-day Bnints
which infringes upon human liber-
ty or is incoinpatible with a repub-
fican  form of government. It
does npot attempt to suppress
freedom of thought or of ae-
tion, prdviding the Iatter does
nut pnass the line of the liberty
of others. It does not seek to sub-
vert the force of Constltutional law
or the nuthority of nny recognized
human government. It teaches
that man should be ohedient in all
things to his Malker, but dees not
put any person bu the place of Deity
to be¢ worshipped, adered or sub-
mitted to a8 God. When God ve-
venls apything through the man
appointed as His mouthpiusce to the
Church, the members may deter-
mine whether they will recel ve it ns
“the word uf the Lord,” and they
have free agency to obey or dis-
obuy it and tuke the consequence of
their own acts. There is no com-
pulgion attending it, and if they
Lelieve avd bow to it.thelr faith and
obedience are in and to God and
notto man. If Moses. ,or Isaiah, or
Peter or John wrote “the word of
the Lord,” thuse who are led hy it
are not worshippersof either of those
men but of God who spake by them.
Heo with any modern revelation.

The Kingiom of God is to come,
and the will of God i to e done on
earth ns it is done jilienven;so the
Latter-dny Baintd 'eve in their
henrts, as many other people pro-
fess to believe with their lips. When
Christ appears he will be the
recognized Heml of that Kil'lgdom
on the ecarth. “Until He comes
whoee right it is to refgn,” the
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Saints are cornmanded by Divine
revelation to ““be sulyject to the pow-
ars that be;» that is, to the govern®
ments established wherever they re-
side. That is “Mormonism.>” 8o
is this, in the Articles of Faith:
“We believe in heing subject to
kings, presidcats, rulers and magis-
trates, in honoring, obeying and
suetaining the law.’” And so is this,
in the Doetrine and Covenants:
““It is not right that man should be
in bondage one to another.”” Any
theory, or hypothesis, or philasoph-
cal disguisition opposed to these is
not “Mormonisin, ¥ by whomscever
promulged, and is not to be clited
a8 ““‘the Mormon creed.”

We believe that true religion will
influence a true believer in all the
affairs of life. Also that memlers
of the Chureh of Christ should be
mutually helpful ineverything that
pertains to their well heing in time
and eternity. Also that they lhinave
the right, under the constitution and
laws of this country, to combine
and unite for self-defense and self-
preservation, for good government
ind the prevention of bad govern-
ment, in alf things spirituslly and
emporally, so jong as they do not
viglate law nor infringe upon the
rights of other people.

Our enemies may twist and’ dis-
tort and miestate these propositions
ag they plense. They may guote
sentences culled from the writings
of individual theorists and tfack
themm together for the purpose of
misrepresenting “the Mormon
creed,”” but the facts remain as we
have stated them, and the recop-
nized standards of “Mormon” doc-
trine stand as the authorized expo-
nentsof our faith and disciplive.
They are our guide so far as books
cin be, nnd the spirit of the liviog
God, which is the light and life of
all things, is within the reach of
those who seek for it in the appoini-
ed way. The revelations of heaven,
and not the opinions nnd reasoningd
of men, are the standard of -faith of
the Latter-day Suints.

—

A GOOD EXAMPLE.

“Tur .Englikh Mormons, 132 ia
number, who arrived here un Wed-
nesday from * Liverpool, were guile
as gooil-looking as the other immi-
rrants who ]nn§m1 from the steamer

Visgunsin, They did not luok g8
proud as the Fnglish upper classbf
as 8olid ag the Knglish niiddle class,
but looked like plain, hard-working
peoiple of the knglish lower class;
and in the faces of some of them
were the signs of that enthusinsm
which stirred the Mornons of other
times. They were all anxious to
el to the “hendquartersof Zion> i
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