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which waawas passed more than two years
since has remained unexecuted in the
absence of regulations for its enforce-
ment it was but a feeble step toward
emancipation but it was a recognition
of right and was hailedballed asaa such and
exhibited spain in harmony with the
sentiments of humanity and of justice
and sympathy with the other powers
of the christian and civillcivilizedzid world
krhin the past few weekweeks the regula-
tions for carrying out the laws of
emancipation have been announced
giving evidence of the sincerity of the
intention of the present government
to carry into effect theuse law of 1870 they
have however failed to urge the con-
sideration of the wisdom the policy
and the justice of a mere effective sys-
temtem for the abolition of the great evil
which oppresses a race aridarld continuescontinue
a bloody and destructive cloaecleoe
to our border as well as the exexpediencyp
and the justice of conceding reforms of
which the ppropriety is not questioned

with the conviction tois
that the contincontinuancedaneedance of slavery is
one of the most active causescaused of
the continuance of the unhappy
condition in cuba I1 regret to believe
that citizens of the united states or
those claiming to be such are large
holders in cuba of what is there claim-
ed asaa property but which is forbidden
and denounced by the laws of the
united states they are thus in
ance of the spirit of our own laws con

1 to the continuance of this
i distressing and sickening contest in

my last annual message I1 referred to
this subject and I1 again recommend
such legteglegislation as mayway be proper to

j denouncelf not prevent and discourageramerican citicitizenszus from holding or deal
bingtaingingin in slaves

i spain ananna the pacific Re

liit is gratifying to announce that the
ratification of the convention concluded
under the auspices of this government
between spain of the one part and the
allied republics of the pacific of the
other providing for an armistice hag
been exchanged A copy of the instru-
ment is herewith submitted it is hoped
this may be followed by permanent
peace between the same parties

liibrazil and the argentine republic
the differences which at one time

threatened the maintenance of peace be-
tween brazil and the argentine repub-
lic it is hoped are in the way of being
satisfactorily adjusted with these
states as with the republics of central
and south america we continue to
maintain the most friendly relations it
is with regret however announced that
the government of venezuela has made
no further payment on account of
awards under the convention of the
of april 1866 that republic is under-
stood to be now almost if not quite
trantranquilizedutilized it is hoped therefore that
it wirlwillwill lose no time in providing for the
unpaid balances of its debt to the U 8S
which having originated in injuries to
its citizens by the venezuela authoritiesauthor ties
and having been acknowledged pursuant
to a treaty in the most solemn form
known among nations it would seem
to deserve a preference over debts of a
different origin and contracted in a
different manner this subject is again
recommended to the attention of con-
gress for such action as may be deemed
proper

relations with japan
our treaty relations with japan re-

main unchanged an imposing em-
bassy from that interesting andaud pro-
gressivegressive nation visited this country
duringg the year that is passing but
being with powers for the
signing of a convention in this country
no conclusion in that direction waswag rea-
ched it is owe ver that the in-
terchangeter of opinion which took place
during their stay in this country bbs led
to a universal appreciation of the in
teresta which may be reached when the
revision of the existing treaty shall be
undertaken in thisthib connection irelreI1 re-
now

re-
new my recommendation of a year ago
that to give importance antiand add to
the efficiency of our diplomatic rela-
tions with japan and china and to
further oidald in maintaining the good
opinion of these people and to secure to
us a share of the commerce destined to
flow between these nations and the
balance of thetho commercial world an ap-
propriation be made to support at least
four american youths in each of these
countries i to berveserve as part orof the official
fainifaintfamilylyofof our minlaministers our represent-
atives would not even then beba placed
upon an equality with the represent-
atives ofbf great britain and some other
powers As now situated 0ourur represent-
atives in japan and chinachisa have to dde-
pend for interpretation andaud translators
upon natives of those countries3 who

know our language imperfectly or they
have to procure for the occasion the
services of employees in foreign bust-
ness

busi-
ness houssgor the interpreters to other
foreign miniministersstera

A humane recommendation
I1 renew the recommendation made

on a previous occasion for the transfer
to the department of the interior to
which they seem more appropriately
to belong all thetho powers and duties in
relation to territory with which the
department of state is now charged by
law or bbyy the custocustomsme of congress
from the beginning of the government
itA has wisely made provision for the
relief of distressed seamen in foreign
countrcountriesleelep no similar provision how-
ever babhab hitherto been made for the
relief of citizens in distress abroad other
thauthan seamen it is understood to be
customary with other governments to
authorize their consuls to extend such
relief to their citicitizenszenszons or subjects in cer-
tain cabescayes A similar authority and an
appropriation to carry it into effect are
recommended in case of citizens of the
united states destitute or siekbiek under
such circumstances it is well known
that such eltieitlcitizenszenszeaB report to foreign
countries in great numbersand though
most of them are able to bear the ex-
penses incident to their location there
are sosomebomeme who through accident or
othotherwiseerwise become penniless and lveavehave
no friends at home able to succor them
persons in this situation must either
perish cast themselves upon the chari-
ty of foreigners or be relieved at the
private charge of our own ommoffmeersofficers who
usually even with the most benevolent
disdimpositionsdispositions have nothing to spare tartor
bubuchsuehch purposes should the authority
and appropriation asked for be grant
edcard will hebe taken to carry the bene-
ficence of congress into effect that it
shall not be unnecessarily or

bestowed
the treasury

the money received and carried into
thohp treasury during the fiscal year
ending june soab 1872 was from the
cucustoms from the salesbales
of public landslauds from inter-
nal revenue 72 from
the tax and national bank circulation
etc 6 from the pacific rail-
road companies from cus
toms finesnines etc 34 from con-
sular fees and land patentee
from miscellaneous sources
2 1 total of ordinary receipts

from premiums on the
sales of coin 65 1 total net
receipts theibe balance in
the treasury june 30 1871

total in available eashcush
15 the netnot expenditures

by warrants during the samepame period
were for civil expenses
for foreign interests seq 14 in-
dians
76 for military establishments includ-
ing fortifications riversrisers and harbor
improvements and arsenals

72 for naval establishmentsestablish mentsmenta in-
cluding vessels machinery and im-
provementsprovements at the navy yards

for miscellaneous including
public buildings lighthouses and col-
lecting the revenue in-
terestte restonon the public debt

total exclusive of princi-
pal and premium on the public
debt for premium
on bonds purchased
forsbefor the redredemptioneruption of the public debt

total log 30 total
net disbursements 21 bal-
ance in treasury june 30 1872

95 total 15 from the
foregoing statement it appears that the
net reduction of the principal of the
debt during the fiscal year ending
june 30 1872 was 54 the
source of reduction is as follows net
ordinary receipts during the yearbyearSyear

91 net ordinary expenditures
including interest on the public debt

91 total 00
add amount of receipts hiomhorm premium
on sales of gold in excess of prempremiumlurnturn
paid on bonds purchased 89
add amoamountantofof the reduction of the cashebbc sh
balance at the close of the year accod
panted with the sale at the commence
mant of the year total 99

this statement
ly on principal of the public debt by
toe montmouttily statement of the public
debt which adds together the princi-
pal and interest due and unpaid and
the interest accrued to date due and
deduct cash in treasury As according
on the davday of publication the reduc-
tion was the source of
this reduction Is as follows reduction
in principal account re-
duction in unpaid inteinterestreit account

56 total 50 reduc-
tion in cosh on hand
total

1

on thethe basis of

the last total the statements show a re
of the public debt from the let

of march 1869 to the present time as
follows from march march
latlab 1870 84 from march latlet
1870 to march 1 1871 25
from march 11 1871 to march 1 1872

from march to
novnova 1872 eight months i

84I1 total
Roreduction of taxation

with the great reduction of taxation
by the acts of congress at its last session
the expenditure of the government in
collecting the revenue will be much re-
duced for the next fiscal year it is
very doubtful ihothoweverweyer whether any
further reduction of so heavy a burthen
upon any people will be practicable for
the present at all events as a measure
of justice to holders of the nations cer-
tificates of IndebtedindebtednessnessI would recom-
mend that no more legislation be had
upon this subject unless it be to correct

mission in thethearepre
present laws untilI1 lelentsufficient time shall
have elapsed to prove that it can be done
and still leave sufficient revenue to meet
the current expenses of the government
pay theghethe interest on the public debt and
provide for the sinking lundiund established
by law the preservation of our nation-
alal credit is of the highest importance
next in importance to this comes the
solemn duty to provide a national cur-
rency of fixed unvarying value as com-
pared with gold and as soon as
able having adue1

regard for the interests
of the debtor elassclass and the vicissitudes
ofa trade and commerce convertible
into gold at par

war department
the report of the Secretsecretarydry of war

shows the expenditures of the war
department for the fiscal year ending
june to be and
for the fiscal year ending jane
to be ats showing a rpre

in favor of the last niseifiscal
of the estimates for niiu i
tary appropriations for the next fkfrifkril
year enendingin june 30 1873 areareure

Tanee eatimateaestimates of the chief of
engineersEugineers are submitted separately for

and harbor improve-
ments and for public buildings and
grounds and the washington aque-
duct the affairs of the Freedmens
bureau have allali been transferred to
the war department and regulations
been put into execution for the speedy
payment of the bounty and pay due the
colored soldiers properly coming un-
der that bureau all warwarningwarringdins for
money and property p i 1871 have
been examined and tmtru milled to the
treasury for final settlement

duringdarlng the fiscal year there has been
paid for transportation on railroads

of which was over the
pacific railroad for transportation by
w i A tyhy stage

and for pumpud of transportation
animals wagons nirunire of ai I1

about hav ii
collected from southern railroads du-
ing the year leaving about four mil-
lions still due the quartermasterquarter master baghag
examined and transmitted to the ac-
counting ommoffmeersofficers for settlement 0

of claims by loyal citizens for
quarterquartermastersmastersmasterly stores duringduning the war
subsistence supplies to the amount of

have been issued to indians
the annual average mean strength of
the army was of which 2494 were
colored soldierssolsoi diera the total deaths for
the year are reported at of which 54
were colored the distribution of
medical and surgical stores was yet to
be ordered by congress there exists
an absolute necessity for a medical
corps of the fullfuli number established by
act of congress of july 28 1866 there
being now 5969 vacavacanciesnelesucles and the num-
ber of successful candidates rarely
exceeds eight or ten in any one year
river and harbor improvements have
aten carried on with energy and econ-
omy and though many are only parti-
ally completed the results have saved
to commerce many times the amount
expended the luclueincreasereaseroase of commerce
with a greater depth of channels and
greater security in navigation and the
saving of time adds much to the wealth
of the councountrytryiry and inorlnorincreaseseases the re-
sourcessourcessotof the government trobridgethe bridge
across the mississippi riverbiver at boekrock
aland has been completed and a pro-
per site has been determined upon for
the bridge at Lla crosse the able and
exhaustive report made by the commis-
sion appointed to investigate the sutro
tunnel baghns been transmitted to con-
gress the observations and reports of
the signal office have been continued
and relations have been maintained at
each of the principal lake seaport and
bay cities ten additional stationsfonsions
have been established in the united
states and arrangementsarr have been

made for the exchange of reports withcanada and a similar exchange of ob-
servationsions Isia contemplated with thewest india islands
recommendations ororwardfwar department

the favorable attention of cccongressess inia
invited to the following recommendations
of the secretary of war a discontinuance
of the appointment of extra liedts to serve
as adjutants and quarterquartermastersmasters the adop-
tion of a code providing a specific penalty
for well definedbenned offenses that inequality of0sentences adjudged by nenyesayeayeny
be adjusted the consolidation of
accounts under which expenditures are
made as a measure of economy a reapre ap

of the money for the construc-
tion of a depot at san antonio as the title
to the site is now being perfected a special
act placing a cemetery at the city ofMmexicoexico
on the same basis as other national
cemeteries authority to purchase sites for
mitimilitarytary posts in texas the appointment of
commissarycomis sary sergeantssergeantsanta from non commission
ed officers as a measure forlor securing bet-
ter care and protection of supplies an ap-
propriation for cataloguescataloguercatal and a table for
the anatomical section of the army as a
medical museum ila of an
amount for the manurmanulmanufacture of breech
loading arms should the selection be so
formedforsfoniaed by the board afpfof officers to leave
the former the appropriations expended at
the close of the fiscal year theabe sale of such
arsenalsarsena Is east of the mississippi as can be
spared and the proceeds to beba applied to the
establishment of one larselarge arsenal of con-
structionst and repair upon the atlantic
coast the purchase of a suitable site for
proving and experimental ground for
heavy ordnance the abrogation of laws
which deprive inventors in the united
states service from deriving any benefit
from their inventions the repeal of the
law in the staff
corps a continuance of the work upon the
coast propriety of the repeal of
the seventh section of tueioe act of july
1866 taking from engineer soldiers the per
dienidiemgranted to other troops limitation of
time fortheforfon the preservation ofsubsistence sup
pupit ii ts yi of july atti 1864 and a
tiit luiu ahethe mode of the selection of
splints for the military academy in order

to enhance the usefulness of the academy
which is impaired by reason of the large
amount of time necessarily expended lain
givingjiving new cabetscadets a thorough knowledge
of the more elementary branches of learn-
ing which they should acquire before en
bereng the icademyacademy also an appropriation
for philosophical an increase
in the numbers of the military academy

canals and railroads
the attention of congress will be called

during its present session to the various
enterprises for the more certain andaud cheap-
er transportation of the constantly
ing surplus of western and southern prod-
ucts to the atlantic seasoa border thisahli sub-
ject is one that will force itself upon the
legislative branch of the government soon-
er or later and I1 suggest therefore that
immediate steps be taken to gain all availavails
abieable information to secure an equitable and
just legislation on the line to connect the
mississippi valley with it e atlantic at
charleston SOS 0 anoloi S Usoa by
water bywayby why ai i clollohio 010 ii nwin
rivara Plufluituft of castl mai fiekkyek wnwi 4 lavigalaviHv i

titionllon hinihihi Mo riat ra
shirliAh ielileli has beonbees tkiiru idi d nulinull 11 report
mautimauei by an aca ettineetline r officer
of the army the auldnuland third newnow
routes will be proposed for the considers
of Congress namely by an extextensionenston of the

1 the kanawha and james river canal to the
Ohio and by an extension of the chesapeake
antiand ohio canal I1 am not prepared to rec-
ommend government aid to these or other
enterprises until it is clearly shown that
they are not only of national interest but
that when completed they will be of a
valuein commensurate with their cost anaand
that thenid production increases more rapidly
than the means of transportationtransport alionatlon in our
country it has been demonstrated by past
experience that the unprecedented growth
in1 the population and products of the
whole country will require additional fa-
cilitiescilities and cheaper means for the more
bulky articles of commerce to reach the
tide water and that a market will be de-
manded in the near future is equally dem

I1 would therefore suggest
either a committee or a commission to be
organized to consider this whole question
and to report to congress at some future
day for its better guidance in legislating
on the important subject the railroads of
the country have been rapidly extended
during the last few years to meet the grow-
ing demand of the producers and they
reflect much credit upon the capitalists
and managers enengagedgaged in this construction
in addition to these a project to facilitate
coarcommercenerce bbyv the building of a ship canal
around the illhllniagaraagara falls on the united
states side which has been agitated for
many years will no doubt be called to
your attention this session looking to

I1 the great future of our country and the in-
creasing demands of commerce it might
bobe well while on this subjectsubjeet not only to
have examined and reported upon
the various practicable routes for connect-
ing the mississippi with tide water on the
atlantic but the feasibility of an almost
coMinicontinuousiouslous landlockedland locked navigation from
maine to the gulf of mexico such a
route alongniong ourcur coast would be of great
value at all times and of inestimable value
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