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THE DESERET WEEREKLY.

THE EDITOR’S COMMENTS.

WHAT IS MORMONISH?

The Gospel of Jesus Christ as re-
celved by the Latter-day Sainte bas
eevera] distinot features. These when

firat presented lo the world were ocon-
sidered startling io the exireme by all
who for varinus reasons were unshle
to graep the fundsmental principles ob
which ibe truth ia based. . Misrepre-
sentation, ridicule and villificatiou
tollowed.

In thia respest Mormoplam passed
tbrough an expetlenpe tbe vxaol coub-
terpart of tbhat of early QChristianity
when firat proclaimed to the Mossio
and Pagan npstions. The teachings
of our Lord’a messengerr asbout
the epirituslity of tbe Godbead;
a8 life after this, atonement tbrough
tbe death of Jeeus of Nazajeth—a sup-
posed malefactor; tbe efficacy of fullth
any similar dootrines were to the Jews
fta stumbliog hiock apd unto @Gentiles
foolishness,?” Yet, as lime went on,
the light of teuth- gradualiy dispersed
the dark prejudicea and what was al
fret regaried ss ‘‘fonlisbness’® hecame
koown as Divine wisdom. The most
profound nhil: sophers of the ear]y ages
hambiy bowed in, adoration before the
crosa of Calvary, scknowledging them-
sulves the disciples of Him who there
gave His Jife, and ever afterwaras the
wlsest and best men of every age have
followed theit exsmple, according Lo
the llgbt they bad.

Looking at the wsubject a little
closer, il is ersy (o peroelve
that Chrintiapity was essentlally the
furtber development of Judsiem. It
was the restoration of the teachinge
conveyed (o our progenitore who
“walked with God? nnd who were
favored with revelations both of lbe
peet and future. It marked the termi-
nation of that intermediate state of
eduication wvecessary on saccount of
tranegrersion and inability to atand 1o
the pressnce or the msjesly ol the
Almighty, and promoted the advance
of mankiny toward & higber grade of
sgbooling. All ite teachibgs were
given with reterence to the attainment
ol this object.

The ancient Jews fajled
they gaocepted the DMosalo 1psti-
tatiooa apd teachings as t!
Hmits of trutb, beyond which all
is error.  True, they expected a Mee-
siab, but copeivered bim in the light
of a Pbarisaic ritustiet snd politi-

because

cal deliverer. Cbristians of today
are much in the esame predica-
ment. Genernlly they consider the

ttutbs revealed in (be beginbing of our
era as olosing the dlrect communioa.
tion of knowledge of toings Divine to
wadkind, and while eome iook for a
millennium ua & further stage of pro-
gress, they beve go confused and
indistinet jdeas of this promised
re-adjustment of the aflaire of the earth
a8 to render ft of hut Jittle value Lo
tifem. S3hould It cume apeedily, they
wounld no more recognize it than the
Jews in Jeeus could see their pr.mised
Messiab,

Mormonism, in the light of these
facts, hae olaim to the serious attention
of the worid. The Christlan nations
are passiog through a religlous crisis,

Reformers first tried the eflects of re-
ligior wltboot direct revelations, but
tbe result was thal tbhe nations were
unable to free themeelves from the
evils thet copsume their vital powera,
Reform withoul the aid of religion was
the next experiment. But the result
bas been so unsatisfactory that today
the tendency is clearly vielble np the
part of some of those on whom
the fate ot pations partlydepends, to
return to the old regime, [f thereférs
the time sbould come that leadeis of
meo find themselves constralned to
confesa thelr own inability to create
desirable cobpditions either with or
witbout the aid of a morality void of &
tellgious seutiment,they need not give
np bope. For in the Gouspel trutha
taughbt through Josepb the Pruohet 1o
tbis age is that contsiped which, if ae-
cepted and carried out in practice, will
efeoctl a regeneration of the world wore
complete than thet rerniting from the
proclamation of the (ospel by the firet
A postlee.

Mormonism is primitive Cbhristianity
restored. It e m further developmenlt
of the truths previcusly revesled, sndy
its distinotlve features are bhut what
mankind at this time apecially heedn,
It eets forth tbe true relationsbip be-
tween God snd mn, explains the mis-
pion of man on earth aod offers s
solution of all problemes with which
tbe worid pow fa grappling. Mor-
monism is notbing but the wsternal
trutb and as such i indestructible. It
was, moteover, given al this time with
spevial regurd to the belpless condition
of mankind. It is the great and mar-
velous work by which tbe children of
men will be redeemed and QGod
glorified.

_—

THE CONSTITUTIONAL CANVASS.

The NEWS has made reference bore-
tofore to the canvassing of lhe returns
for delegates to the Conslitutional Con-
vention, and to some uwoplessant fe

tures developed in connpection there-
with, Thera referencss bave heen
brief, but plain ahd to tbe point, and
were made from n sedse of uuly in
mulntaining and advocating tbe rigbts
aof the peuple, without regard to political
affiliations. Then the matter was al-
lowed o reet, more extended notice
nol being given It for (he reaspn that
we were nol worried by a fear that
any altempl at fraud would be per-
mitied to triumpb. We were confi-
dent that through tbe noise and din of
ocoltests in which politiclans often
weern lo delizhi, offlcial integrity
would come eafely on the side of the
right,

In this aoticipstion we have bpol
heen disappolnted. The aclion taken
in court io the Happete prohibition
nroceedinge, by the Utab Commission,
through its counsel, requires that the
NEWS adde n few more wotds Lo what
has been satd. It sbould he understooa
thal in this position tbe tbree Demo-
cralio members forming &8 m-iority or
tne Commiesion wete Lhe parties most
direclly ipterested, and tbhelr vote con-
tiolled that body. Tbe Republican
minority did not sct with them, bhav-

log taken an opposite view of the oagg
from that beld by the majority, there-
fore the atatement made in court dig
oot emanate from the minority, Ip
that etatement the Commiseion aq.
mite that it |» coovinced the Banpete
returns have been tampered with, sy
that thete is evidence indicating thgg
the ballot boxes were nol givep
tbe protection they wshould havyg
received before lhey were fgp.
warded to the Commtisslon; bui g,
alsolzims all knowledge or suspigipp
that such bad been the onee unt!l laterp
developmwents brough tthe inlormatlgy,

We pelieve thal every [(sirminged
person in the community wililgive thig
piatement fuli oredesce. Il was the
frapnk apd manly course o puraye
ubnder Lhe ociroumstsnces, nbd Bhﬂllld
strengtben the confidence of the pup)yq
in 1he personsl and official integrity o

the members of the Commissiog
snd in their deeire to he ggip
and juen, notwitbstanding hq

machinations of deelzning persops
to entrap them. Itis nol always epgpy
for men to proceed conlrary Lo thogpe
weloods whioh may give their poljgy.
cal parly an sdvauntage, 8ved of & tem.
porary character, and it is only whep
they are highwiodead and bonorap)e
tbatthey will doeo. That the memn.
bers of tbe Commission are in thj,
olass is sbown in their proceeding,
Tbere bave been maoy bareb &y

presslons  oslled forth regarding
tbe Commission and ils employes.
It s to be boped Lhat = g4

these Are nol shown to be justifisbje
they will cesse; and thatiouvendoes
inferencen and uneupported ncuumuon;
will not be accorded an importange pg
which they are unworthy. Furthey
proceedings in the cauvasn kro now 1n
the way of regular officlal progregs
sud tbeir close may be looked for jp
due time, Meanwbile, Lhe taint gy
fraud wbich bas attaobed to those can.
ditione that bave cauwsed all thjs
trouble and dispule, or aDY Which may
be developed berenlter, should receive
viwvorous Atisation from the proper
officiales. i

FOKR HOME INVUSTEY,

The muavement In favor ol“home in-
dustry, mentioned by lbe Liogap gor
respondent in bis Jetter of Jauuary 10,
js an excellent one. When the gsp-

sumers unanimously agree to supporg
their own mabufscturers, they virty
ally place themeelves in a positiop
to resp the benefit from the money

tbey pay out, because as jong
as it fs kept st bome, il wi]j
ocirculate and return agaln apy

again to the banda thal started it rol}-
ing, and ns long as it is kept iu gjp-
culation busipess wili be pourished
and bniit up,

The Utab sugar factory deserves
patropage from the people, and jt
would sesta but natural tbat no other
suvarsnnuld find a markel it this Ter-
ritory 8# Jong aftherupply of that tust]-
tution lasts. A nd tbere areotberarticies
of which tbe sume can be sald, 'fhe
farmers of Utab, oue fjwould think,
abould be able to suppiy the people
with mll the flour needed for bread.
Yet it is & fact that fl ur isimported
from esstern stales under the prelense
that it is of 80 muochsuperior quailiy to
the Ulab urticie as to warraut the in-



