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re-establishing of the wmple ser-|
vice, the testim~ny and works of
the two witne=ws, the overthrow of |
the “Christinn’’ systems of neligionl
the resurrection, judgment and
final appearance of the glory of God.

TUE A1TOSTOLIC CHURCI.

The Prophet, haviug mentioncd|
all these briefly in chapter 12, e
scritws o vision reluting to the apos-
tolic church and ber fate, thereby
giving us to know beyond the possi-
bility of doubt, if we are willing to
koow, what befel her in the early
age of her existence. [t may be
stated that the history of the ehurch
durhig the Arst five hundred years
more than confirms the prophetic
vision.

The apostolic church is represent-
ed as n woman clothed with the
sun, brilliant in her arrny of
righteousness, having the moon, the
ordinances of the old covenant,
under her feet, and upon her head a
crown of stars, the Twelve Apostles. |
Hhe I8 secat in heaven, for her origin
ir not the earth.  Bbe is also bring-
ing forth a child, tbe destiny of
which is to rule supreme over all
the eirthh.  But & great red dragon,
the evil, represented by Pagan
Rome, stood ready to devour the
child and to kill the' church. God,
therefore, took the child np . to
heaven, and for the church a room
was prepared in the wilderness,
where she sliould be kept for 1260
days, i. 6. years. The ascension of
the child, the whole priesthood,
bappened, [ think, very soon after
the Aposties. had been martyred.
8tlll the chureh remuajped for
a time, perhaps to the year 570 or
thereabout; for there was a lon
struggle between the dragon an
Michael (Rev, xii: 7—12} concerning
thig, aud when the dragon was cnst
out he commenced his persecution
of the echurch, upon which she fled
to her hiding plnce. The priesthood
had now becn taken away, the
¢hurch had fied. Then the dragon
poured n strenm of fulse doetrines
after the woman, but the earth
swallowed the stream. The false
toctrines only affected the domnin-
ion ot the dragon, not the hidden
church; nnd from this time the war
commenced between thedragon and
the “rempant” of the seed of the
chureh { Rev. xii: 17).

This Iast oxpression is very imper-
tant for a right understanding of
the true position of the people inour
own dispensalion. On the basis of
the wo
churech had disappenred for 1260
years. But we do not understand
this to mean that there was no
bicty, no rightecusness, no faith, no-
thing goodl on the earth  during all
this time,nsour opponents believe we
hold. Ou the contrary, thete were
many men and womenon thisearth
of whom it can be said that they
were a reninatt of the seed of the
cliurell, and that they kept the com-|
mandments ot God te o certain ex-
teut; indeed, na far as they could

Lkept \\‘ni:oum the holy priest-
hood, and also that testimony con-
cerufng Jesus, for the - were wil-
nesses. Many such men could be
leutione:l. But that this f‘rem-
napt?? of theseed of the church wns |

of Gui, we assert that the

the churgh hegselfl ecnnnot be ns-’
-gerted, unless a remmant can besatd

to be the thing of which it is only a
remnant. A church of Christ is

827

against God and persecution of His
pecple.  4th, great wealth, magni-
ficence and luxury. 5th, reliance
upon the support of worldly powers,

#n organization, and where the| whose tyranny be sanetions and up-

organization is

not the church | holds.

is not, although people may| Buch is the picture drwn.
exist who still bave, | When we look around for its
lnrge extent, the samefaith which |origingl we * canpot  be wmis-
the members of the church had. It|taken. When we filnd a pro-

wag the onhe great object of the ! fessed church-— eminent for

apostolic echnrch to leave such
f'zeed’? in the world when she fled,
and agaiost this remnoant, the
dragon, through his representati ves,
has waged an awful war. T take
Bishop Newton’s stntement for it
(hat sixty millions of martyrs have
been slaughtered in this warlare.
How wouderfully true and exact is |
the word of God!

I have poinfed out the year. 570 as
tlie one in which the church disap-
peared. About this time we loose
almost every trace of n pure aposto-
fical organization. ‘The ordinandes
of our Lord had already been  per-
verted, the celibm-iy of the clergy
preached, the virgin adored, and so
on. The way had been prepared, so
that shortly after this timethe Bish.

‘op of Rome could clnim the title|

of universal Bishop, thus pro-
claiming the nscendancy of ’apacy
on the throne, 1n the year 571 Mo- |
bammed was Lorn, the man who hy

his doctrines should inspire the

hordes that were destined to inflict

awful punishment upon an apostate

world.
pouse that the scourge of .God should

have pregure(l immediately when |
the church had becn compelled to

flee? It ia also remarkable that|
Gregory the Great,who lived at this
time {dicd 804} is by common con-
gertt among historians considered to
Lo the last churelifather.

11 we, then, take 570 as the year of
thedisappearence of the chureh,and’
to it add 1260 years during which she
should be in the wildernuvss, we ar-
rive af the year 1830 as the date of
her reappearance.

THE A NTI-CHRIST.

The next vision (chapter xiii) re-
presents the rise and reign of the
grent anti-christian power, the man
of sin. This powur rises out of the
sen—out of the commeotions of the
nations—and is clearly meant to

Is it not rensouable to sup- |

representn great world ruling power.
It is followed by a second beast hav-
ing the resemblance of the Lamb,
which caused an image to be made
in the likeness of the first beast.
This vision forms onc of the
prominent parts of the
Apacalypse, and .has alrendy oc-
cupied the attention of Daniel and |
of Pau! ({1 Thessalunians li: 8, 8-

most

10; I Timothy iv: 1, 2). TInthe
Revelation it is further referred to
{chapters xvil: 2—5;, xviik 3;

xix: 2). All agrec that these pae- |
sages refer to anti-Chriat.

s marks are. 1st, eminent cor-
ruption of religion, which corrup-
tion, by fronud s well na foree, it
gpreads and mnintains throughout
the world. 2ml, gross immorality
and licentiousness, combined with
iy poeritical gnd self-righteous as-

coticisms. 3, arrogent and blns-1
phenions pretensions, UsU rpation of
divine prerogatives, opposition

its
gross corruption of the doctrines of
Chrlst—eompulsory celibacy and
uncommended nusterities, - con-
tinued with meretricions splendor
and a eounterfeit of Jewish ritual,
blasphemous assumptions of divioe
titles and honors, claims of infalli-
bility and supreme authority over
the conecience, dispeneations and
abzolutions of sinsg, pretended proph-
ecies and miracles, oppression and
rsecution, carried on with the
1elp of earthly rulers—all these
niarks have beeu exhibited in the
“ghurch,” whose domluions extend
almost everywhere, and whose seat
is Rome. Commentators have
therefore not hesitated to designate
the first benst as the Romnn church,
thesecond as the Romaan priesthood,
and the image as the 1"ope himself.

CLOSING BCENES.

These are not, however, the clos-
ing scenes. The works of the ser-
vants of God follow In chapter 14,
The judgments of antichrist form
the visions of chapters 15-18, and
the book closes with a rar;wentation
of the final triumph of the Church
of Jesus Christ. The fearful errors
of anpostacy nare swept away.
The *wicked” or ““lawless ones” the
Lord consumes with the spirit of
His moutl.”” (2 Thess. ii: 8.) He that
did corrupt the earth is judged (Rev.
xix: 2). This great event, which
will cauke mourning to those on
earth, whose npamesare not wiitten
in the Lumb’s Book of life, causcs
the grentest joy in heaven. The re-
deemed againnnd again, and again
shout ““Alleluia,” and all the ends
of the earth are summoned to join
the s#ngs of praise. J. M. B.

“JUNIUS” ON RELIGION.

Frederick Harrison says that
the question of questlon:( the
great problem of the present day, is:
“Cnn relfgion lecome one with our
highest sciunee about the world and
about man? And can this religlous
science, or this scientific religion,
directly inspire our activity on
earth? He furtherasks which of
the many creeds, and the many
philosophers,” has duly solved the
question?’? Hewsays: _

1t is the chief and precious yual-
ity of our modern culture that it is
nothing if net historieal, complete,
comprehienslve, [t insista that every
age and phase of man’s manifold
civilization shall b sifted, under-
stowd, seen at its best.  We will have
nothing left out, nothing trampled
on. The bigots, the pedants, the
teo noclasts, the levelerss all not rob
us of any single work or qualit, of
man. All shall be saved, studied,
cared for. Itis a humanistic age,
somewhat eclectic, keenly hiatori-
cal, sympathetic, many-sided, just.



