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liked to imagine stories and his boyish
head was filled with baillesbattles and sieges
with plumed knights and tournaments
whom he placed in quite different situ-
ations from those presented by hishift
great master walter scott after the
war ended times began to grow better
and when young page was sixteen hibhia
tatherfather was able to send him to wash
ington and lee university during our
conversation as to his college days I1
asked mr page how he ranked as a
student he replied my standing
was not high I1 dont know that I1 had
much ambition to be one of the first
honorhonar men at any rate I1 got no medals
otof any kind I1 suppose I1 was a fair
average student but I1 fear that I1 de-
voted myself more to outside reading
than to my studies I1 was a member
of the literary society and for a time
was the editor of the college paper
contrary to the usual custom I1 wrote
short articles instead of long essays
aad from this got the nickname of the
short article editor I1 wrote I1 sup-
pose much for the pleasure of seeing
myself in print

that must have been very good lit-
erary training said I1

111I suppose it was replied mr page
loalddid it more torfor the pleasure of writ-

ing than for anything else I1 was very
bashful iniia those days and I1 know that
1E trembled when I1 first got up to speak
in literary society I1 had a chum at
college who is now one of the most
fofamous lawyers of the country he

as a dedebatedbatek he was also bash
attl and during our college days he
joinedclothed with me in a method of improv-
ing our oratorical powers we would
get together in a room and having
closed the doors would debate with
each other upon some question one
would stand on ope side of the table
and oceonone on the other and we would de-
claim away each having a fifteen min-
utes speech and a like time for answer
thischis practice helped me materially in
roymy work as a lawyer it enabled me
to thinie upon my feet

what did you do after leaving
school I1 asked

my first work was as a teacher I1
was employed as the tutor of a private
school in kentucky not far from louis-
villeale I1 taught there for a year and en-
joyed it very much after ththatat I1 went
home and later on went to law school
at the university of virginia

did you do any writing while in
Zenkentuckytucky

1I tried to replied mr page but
could get noho one to publish what I1
wrote thithe great paper of the region
jnjh which I1 lived was the courier
journal I1 had a great ambition to see
some of my articles in its columns I1
was at this time much interested in
ikB marvels books and I1 think I1 wrote
some essays along that line I1 wrote a
story orsoor so and sent them to the cour
ler Journal the editors did not pub-
lish the articles nor send back the
manuscript later on after some of
my stories had been published in a
northern magazine I1 happened to sit
one evening next to ballard smith
then editor of the new york world at
dinner he asked me some questions
as to my first literary work and I1 told
him that a number of my first writings
had been submitted to him when he
waas editor of the courier journal but
that he had rejected them of course
he did not remember them and it may
be that they very deservedly went into
the waste basket

aftafterer leaving kentucky mr page
went back to virginia he spent a
short time at home and then decided to
become a lawyer he kept up his liter-
ary work whilehale at the university of
virginia writing articles for the col-
lege magazine some of the most in-
terestingte otof his early attempts were
made at his home in virginia during
hlll vacations rotfor ka time it was his

custom to write stories for his friends
on slates and to rub them out after
reading them As he told me this I1
said

that must have been a great waste
of good material the stories you then
rubbed out would be very valuable
now

1 I dont know about that replied
mr page with a laugh thee are
many things which I1 have written
since then and published which I1 wish
could now be on the slate so that I1
could rub them out

when did do your first work in
dialect writing

1I suppose some of it was done in
those slate stories replied mr page
I1 tried to write in dialect while I1 was
at the university of virginia and later
on after I1 began my practice of law
in richmond it was when I1 was
practicing there that I1 wrote a poem
entitled unc gabes white folks and
sent it to the old scribner which is
now the century it was accepted and
I1 received a check torfor 15 for it it was
mmyY first money for literary work and
I1 remember that I1 was very proud of
the check later on I1 wrote an article
on old yorktown for the and
then sent them my first story which
was entitled marse chan

Is there any story connected with
the writing of marse chan mrpage I1 askedyes the story started in my mind
from an old letter which a friend of
mine showed me this letter was from
an illiterate girl in georgia to her sol-
dier sweetheart the letter was poorly
written and poorly spelled but full of
pathos the girl had it seemed trifled
with the man but after he had left
for the war she had realized her great
love for him and written she wrote
1 I know I1 have treated you mean I1
aint never done right with you all my
life and I1 loved you all the time whenyou asked me to marry you I1 laughed
and said I1 have you and it
makes me cry to think you are goneaway to the war now I1 want you to
know I1 love you and I1 want you to gita furlow and come home and ill marryyou with a few words of affectionthe letter closed but a postscript be-
low was added dont come withouta furlow for unless you come home
honorable I1 wont marry you thisletter was received by the soldier onlaa few days before the battle of seven
pines and after he was shot it was
found in his breast pocket just over hisheart the pathos of it struck me so
forcibly that out of it came the storymarse chan

when did you write lady I1asked
not for some time after marse

chan was written he replied the
law you know is a very jealous mis-
tress and all of my energy was going
in my practice such writing as I1 did
in richmond was done during the
evening and for a time I1 stopped writ-
ing entirely torfor fear the work would
interfere with my success at the bar
the story marse chan was kept forseveraldeveral years by scribners before it
was published it had been paid for
and I1 wrote the editor asking why they
did not publish it shortly after that
I1 received the proof and the story ap-
peared I1 was married in 1886 and
I1 lady was written a short time
after that I1 then wrote other stories
and have been writing more or less from
that time to this

iyou were speaking of law mr papagege
were you very much of a lawyer

that is a leading question said
the story writer with a smile 1I
think you ought to ask that of some of
my co in richmond rath-
er than me I1 will only say that I1 was
able to support myself altmin six
months after I1 began my practice and
that for eighteen years and indeed

up to the time I1 came to washington
tc live my chief income was from thejaw

how did you like your work as one
of the editors of harpers magazine a

1I was never one of che editoeditorsedi toiss re-
plied mr page 1 I had an engage-
ment with the harpers to write a story
every month for a year fordfor the edi-tors drawer but I1 could not stand be-
ing obliged to furnish so much manu-
script at a certain time it worried
me I1 kept up the work however for
two years and then stopped

do you write rapidly
yes and no was the reply some

times I1 can make my first draft very
quickly I1 write the first draft as
rapidly as I1 can and then go over itvery carefully in the revision I1 try
tolo simplify my writing as much as pos-
sible the more simple it is I1 think
the better it is I1 find however that
the revision often takes awawayAY the
spirit from the first draft I1 lay away
the manuscript and upon looking at
it several weeks later I1 can see that
the first draft is truer to nature thanthe more stilted revision I1 ththinkink I1do more careful work now than I1 have
done in the past my ideal is far above
anything I1 have ever done and I1
sometimes despair of approaching itthere is one thing I1 do however which
I1 think is a good plan for any writer aathat is I1 always give the best itI have
in me to the story which I1 am writing
I1 do not save anything which I1 think
might perhaps be of use to me in the
future the cream if you could use
that expression always goes to thepresent

speaking of mr page calls attention
to the enormous amount of literary
work being done here almost as many
great books are turned out at the na-
tional capital as at boston or new
york john Rtrussellissell young the li-
brarian

A

br has a new life of grant well
under way he is being assisted in
his work upon it by fred grant anandd
colonel fred told me not long ago that
all the grant papers had beersbeen put atmr youngs disposal mrs general
grant has not yet decided as to the
publication af her memoirs she hashag
41 m in manuscript and has put con-
siderablesiderable work upon them during thetha
past few years she is not able to do
much writing herself but she can tell
a story very well and she has dictated
her recollections to one of the best
stenographers in the united states
her book will be full of interesting de-
tails and will give a great deal of un-
published history I1 met miss ellzaeliza
R skidmore here this week she is one
of the brightest and most entertaining av

travel writers of the times she has
spent the greater part of the past ten
years in the far east and has just pub-
lished a book on java which is selling
very well miss skidmore is the author
of JanrikJsn aba days in japan and also
of days in japan and also
travels

general nelson A miles has just
completed a series of articles on his re-
cent trip to europe for mccluresmcclunesMcC lures mag-
azine these articles will describe the
different armies kihi europe and will be
of great value from a military stand-
point they will be illustrated by
photographs some of which were tak-
en by himself and one of which
shows him on the line of battle be-
tween the turkish and greek armies
general miless memoirs Is still hellsell-
ing and he has in prospect I1 am told
a book for boys describing some of his
more exciting indian experiences

secretary sherman made inhi therthe
neighborhood of0 out of hac
book although I1 understand that it
has not majd theha publishers as well aara
they expected the two volvolumeslimes worewere
sold for 7 in cloth and the secretaryy
received 811 on each set sold in b

tion to this there was auan ededitionitiba dedae

which sold for 25 per ccapy


