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MISCELLANEOQUS.

SUNDAY SCHOOL UNION.

There was avery fair attendance at
the Bunday School Union meeting
beld last evenlng, Jaouary 15th.
Nearly all Lthe kity schonls were repre-
septed, aleo the schools of Big Cotion-
wood, Sandy, Forest Dale, Unlon and
Deal Mutee,

The very excellent sieging exercises

were given by the Juvenile Choir of | Socratio methoy ot teachivg, is vne of
the Becond ward, directed by Brother | the hest means of drawing out and de-

Hroest Bassett, whoee labora in train-

iog the children of that ward are very |

commendable and eratifying.’

Prof. Willard Done, as per previous
Bllvouncement,gavea velry inetructive
lecture upon the subject of **Bunday
Bcehool Teaobing,”” ‘The speaker began
his remaris with a brief history of Bab-
bath schools, Lo early days of this work
the teaching was very much disgon-
nécled, there being no system,or plan,
or deflnite purpose in view unptii the
organlzation of Bunday school unions,

ucder which was inaugurated har- .

monious work throughout the various
Christian nations, uutll at present the
work is 20 thoroughly svstematized as
to become a profession.

The history of our own Bunday
schools I8 very similar. . AL present it
forms one of the greatest -‘helpe” ip
theChurch,working harmoniously with
all other church organizations rot tbe
development of the sculs and [aculties
of the rislng generation.

The oid idea of teaching was to cram
the minde of the children with the
Enowledge of words and phrases, with-
out regard to the growth of mtod. The
modern and true fdea of teaching
is to place a child upder the
best circumstances for development
ond then give him an opportunity for
growth, and instead of crammiog his
miud with words, or sentences,or idean
he does not comprehend, present sub-
jecta to him in such a way as to draw
him out, aod give him ao opportuoity
to formujate ideas and thoughts of his
own,

The frst duty of teachers, as also
ol parente, is8 to study echild nature,
and seek to understand the chiidren
they have to desl with mencally and
spirituslly, to learn tfo feel as they
feel, to look at things as they do. Tne
mote thoroughly the teacher unde;-
stands the chiliren the greater his aue-
cess,

(ive the childten an opporiunity to
think for themeelves. If, for instance,
8 child comes with a question for in-
farmation, instead of giving a direct
ansWer, question bim upon the subject
and Jead bim to ses for himself, and by
the exercise of hia own judgment to
deduce the information he sought. To
do this successfully is true teaching.
In this way the chiid lsarns to think
for himselt and learns to exercise his
own judgment,

No teacher should attempt to teach
his claas nnless he kpows what he s
golng to teach, and should adapt his
instructions to thecapacity of his class—
never cram the minds of his chil-
dren with finlshed apd msatured io-
formation, butstir up their minds with

earnesl enthusiasm, aod plant the
eeeds of kEnowledge and let the
watured =sod perfecled pliot  of

{
| Enowledge grow  aod cdevelopln the
miods of the obildren,

The golden rule of ali teaching is
that the teacher cannot impart to
others that which he doee pot himeelf
poessess. A leacher must therefore
poescis the charac*eriatice he wishes to
Jdevelop iu his puplis, mentally and
morally. =

The art of questloning, ecajled the

veloping the minds of the children.
Jesus was u Tencher of all teachers,and
used thie method of iustruction to 1n-
finite perfection, as ollen instanced in
the discomfiture of his enemies by a
pertinent question, By tbis method the
children are led lto discover truths for
themseiver, and the more of thisthe
better. Give in this way all the oppor-
tupity possible for tne children to learn
tor themselves, «8 they most eftectu-

ally learn to Jo by doing. The
1rue teacher should Jo as little
talking (or telling) as possible,

:apd draw out by judicious guestions
the information or knowledge he de-
gires to ipwpart. A ciass or a school
sbhould oot be bored to death by tuvo
much talking, elther by teacher or
Auperintendent,

“Aim high’?*chould be the molto of
our teachers apd superiotendents—
not the guicfest class or achool, but the
BEST. l¢ 18 better Lo aim too high anuy
strive to reach that ideal thao to aim
lower and reach our tdeals.

Supt. Griggs offered a few excellent
remarks, commending the Isithfulgess
of the Sunday Bohool wotkers duriog
the past year, and expressed Lis pleag-
ure 10 geeing so good a representation
at these meetings of tbe officers of the
Bupday Bchoois. He noted the better
condition of those schools which wers
uguslly represented at theee meeting.

Buperintendents were requested to
gee tbalt the aupual reports for 1893
were genl in at ouce,

The nameso! Elders Wm, J, Kerr,
Chas, M. Canpon aopd W, H. Cham.
berlin were presented as additiopal
workers in the SBunday school mission-
ary eorps, and wete unanimously sus-
tained.*

The Third ward achool will furnish
the music at the next meeting of the
Unlon, the general program for which
will be published hereafter,

Benediciion was pronounced by
Aesistapt SBuperintendent W, C. Bue-
ton, apd the meeting avjourned for one
mootb. Jus. HYRUM PARRY,

Hecretary.

DEATH OF WILLIAM R. SMITH,

Willlam R.8mith, president of the
Davis Stake, died at his home in Cen-
terville Januaty 18 at 7;30, after a long
and pevere iliness, rerulting from
atricture of the bowels,

William Reed Smith was born near
Farmersvilie,Cntatio, Canada, August
1lth, 1826, and wae theretore ia his
gixty-eighth year. His father was a
native of the New England Biates, but
removed to Canada, where he married
Mary Reed, mother of the deceased,
who was the daugbter of Major Heed
of the Britich army. President Smith

e
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was the youngeal of nine ebildren npg
-was left an orphan in his early chijg-
hoed. Fortunately he found a good
home with 2 Quaker family by the
name of Parieh, From the time he
was three years old until he waps gjx.
teen he was kiudly cared for by this.
good family.

[n the fall of 1837 the Parishes, with
three of their sone and their famlijes,
came tothe Upited States, settiing jn
Stark county, Illinels. About thig
time large numbers of the memberg of
the Church were moving into ‘apd
butlding up the city of INauvoo ang it
was then that the deceased bneame
interested in Mormoniam. In 184] he
wag baptized into the Church and dgp-
ing the same year seversl of the Par.
ishes did the srame thing. A fler join~
fng the Church Mr. 8mith took up hijs
residence in Nauvoo,where he remajg-
ed for n year and a balf, during the
whole of which ilme, howevVer, he
wud iD a feeble condition from fre.
quent and severe attacke of chills apg
lever.

At the expiration of this time he re-
turned to Btark county, where he en-
gaged in stoek raising until 1849 when,
D company With Austin Grant, pe
started for the Rocky Mountaips, ar-
riviog here the sume Year.
[n 1850 he went to Califoroia where he
spenl cop®iderable time 1o gstoek
and mioing buginess, made spme
money and returving to Utah settled ig
Ceutervilie, where he contlnued in the
stock business and where be made his
home up to Lhe time of his death, He
subsequently took large herds of stoek
to California, where he dlsposed of
them advaniageously.

Ino theepting of 1855 he was ordained
Bishop of Cenlerville, and in 1857 wae
made captain of the Carson Colony
which left Carson vulley unear the
middle of Ssptember and arrived ip
Balt Liake City during the following
mouth after a very successiul journey.
President Smith resumed his dutjes
over the Centerville ward, and undaer
his immediate direction they moved
duriong the Utah war of that period—
1858--10 Bpanish Fork, but returned to
their homes the year foilowing after
peace had been deciared,

in the fall of 1859 he was elected a
member of the Legiclative Coungll to
fiil the unexpire¢ term cf Charles (.
Rich. He was subsequently elspted
three times & member of the House of
Representativer, and alerwards—in
1878—he was again elected to 8 seat in
the Coupcl). 1o 1874 he was elected
probate judge of Davie county and hejd
that office for nine yeara.

In Jupe, 1877, he was appointed
president of the Davis8take, a position
ne held until the erd of hls busy and
useful life. He also served as a mis-
slonary abroad and was at home a most
ardent aod falihful wotker, In aj]l of
his offices of trust, both civil and ecele-
sisdtical, he exhibiled untiring energy,
excellent judgment sopd first-gluse
ability. He was ever konown ugs one
of the eolid conpeervative men of the
Territory. He leaves b laree and wejl
respected family to mourn his death.

———

MISSIONARY EXPERIENCES,

A private leiter trom Elder Johp
Nicholeon Jr., dated at Mosecos, Miss,
Jan. 9th., relates s BSomewbat interest-
ing incident in misslonary experlence.



