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THE speaker who addressed you this fore-
noon, referred to another book, that is call-
ed the Book of Doctrine and Covenants, I
will select a tew words from that book this
afternoon—a part of the 8th paragraph, of
the 21stsection, being a revelation given
to the Prophet Joaatgh Smith in September
1831, The word of the Lord to the Prophet
reads thus: “Feor behold, I say unto yon
that Zion shall flourish,and the giory of
the Lord shall be upon fmr, and she shall
be an ensign unto the peorple, and there
shall come unto her out of every nation
under heaven. And the day shall come
when the nations of the earth shall tremble
because of her, and shall fear because of
her terrible ones, The Lord hath spoken
it. Amen.”

Much has been said since the rise of
this church in rezard to the Zion of the
Latter days,and much more might be said,
for after we have said all that we can say,
as far as God has revealed, I presume that
we shall not be able to portray scarcely
anything compared with the glory and
the ness and the excellency.and the
beauty of that people and of that city that
are called Zion, to be built up on the
earth in the latter times.

The first question that naturally presents
itself to the mind in regard to Zion is this:
What is Zion? What are we to understand
by its term? Isit acity? Is it a people?
Is it a good ple or a bad people? hat
may we understand by the term as used in
the Scriptures? There area great many
ideas amongthe children of men in refer-
ence to this term, especially among
all Chrislian denmominations. I presume
there is nota people on the whole face of
the earth who profess to be Christian but
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shall understand something towards the
first principles of the buildiog up of Zion on
the aarth, or, to colne more direc'ly to the
point, concerning these divinely authorized
messengers. How should true messengers
of heaven be sent? In what way has God
nlways sent them? By divine revelation.
Now there never was a dispensation since
(God made man on the earth wherein a mes-
sage was sent forth to the human famil
unless there was revelation connected witﬂ
that m e, unless the ministers who
bore that message forth to the human fam-
ily were divinely called by revelation, new
revelation I mean., I need notgo back and
trace the callings and the gifts of God unto
the patriarchs before the flood, nor those
who lived immediately after the flood, nor
in the days of Moses, nor in the days of the
gruphata who followed Moses; nor in the
ays of Jesus, nor in the days of the Apos-
tles. All these are before the ple, the
callings and the gifts that were manifested
in those days among the various dispensa-
tions which God bas introduced among the
human famﬂ{‘. In all these various dispen~
sations God has directly spoken from the
heavens; he has communicated his will to
the human family. He has raised up reve-
lators and inspired them; he has filled his
sorvants with tho Hf)lrit of prophecy, that
they should foretell the future. ﬁe has
inspired them to write revelations, and
hence in all these different dispensations
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class of men, calling themselves Christian,
uniting with the various forms of the pagan
religion, adopting many of their ceremo-
nies, and institutions, became very popu-
lar, and finally some of the pagans em-
braced Curistianity and were placed, as it
were, upon the throme, and what they
termed Christianity became very popular
indeed. How long has this order of things
existed, this dreadful apostacy, this class
of people that pronounced themselves
Zion, or Christians, without any of the
characteristics of Zion? It has existed
for some sixteen or seventeen centu-
ries, It has spread itself and grown and
fnna into the four quarters of the earth,

t is the great ecclesiastical power that is
spoken of by the revelator John, and called
bF him the most corrupt and most wicked
of all the powers of the earth, under the
name of spiritual Babylon, or in other
words Babel, which signifies confusion.
This great and corrupt power is also repre-
sented by John as Frmnting a golden cu
to the nations, full of all manner of filthi-
ness and abominations.

She is termed, in other places, by the
same prophet,‘‘The whore of all the earth,”
making the nations drink of the wine of
the wrath of her fornieation.

Some three centuries ago there came out
some excellent men, named Martin Lu-
ther, John Calvin and many others that
might be mentioned, who protested

the God of heaven has thus authorized the | against the wickedness and abominations
children of men to build up his Zion on the | of the church wherein they had been edu«

earth, and without these no such thing as
Zion can be built upamong the children of
men.

Those persons were not only called by
revelation, but they also were guided after
they were called by the spirit of revelation
in all their travels. Sometimes when they,
of their own accord, wonld have a disposi-
tion to visit a certain city, town, neighbors
hood or nation, the Spirit wonld gpeak unto
them and say: ‘“Notso, thatis not the place
for you;'’ and they would be constrained
by the Holy Ghost not to travel in that di-
rection, but to go to some other city that
that same Spirit should desigua:e and point
out to them, Thus they were guided and

what have their definition of the term Zion, | directed where they should go, what they

If we go to the Catholics they tell us that
they are Zion—that they are the only

le whom the Lord acknowledges as Zion.

f we go to the Greek church, that has ex-
isted contemporary with the Catholics for
many centuries, and inquire of them
what their understanding is mncarning
Zion, they will tell us that it is the Gree

should preach, what form of doctrine to
deliver to the people, what kind of ordin-
ance to administer to them: every partica-
}&1{ vgaa given by revelation from the Most
g L]

Let us stop right here and inquire, Have
there been any Christian dsnominations for
the last seventeen centuries that have en-

church. Yougo to all the Protestant de- | joyed this spirit of divine revelation? If
nemina‘ions that have dissented from the | there have been, then Zion existed on the

Catholies and from the Greek church aad
inquire of them what Zion is, and the ans-
wer of the greater portion of them will be.
It is the various Christian denominations,
such as the Lutherans, the Church of Eng~
land, the Methodists, the various orders of
Baptists,and the various Christian denomi-
ns that bhave arisen duaring the last
three or four centuries. Go to the Latter-
day Saints and inquire of them what Zion
ig, and they will tell youa itis the church of
the living God wherever it can be found.
Consequently in order to ascertain what
Zion is it is necessary for us to understand
what the church ofthe living God is, and
to distinguish between that chureirand
all other churches., I shall endeavor, in
a very few words, to mark out some of the
distin hing features between the true
church of the living God and churches
built up by human wisdom; and when we
have ascertained what the true church is
we shall then have learned what the true
Zion is.

I will begin with some of Lthe first princi-

les which God has revealed, and which it

n for mankind to obey bofore
they can constitute a part and portion of
Zion, Before Zion, or the church of the
living God, can have any existence on the
earth it is very important and necessary
that there should be divine administrators,
What I mean by tuis is, men having a di-
vine mission, a divine call—being ecalled
ofthe Lord by the spirit of revelation to
build up Zion on the earth. And when I
speak of men having a divine call I do not
mean those who have merely an impresss«
gion, as A great many ministers among
all religious denominations gay they are
called ot God becanse they have an impres-
slon that God has sent themn, and they go
forth and teach iheir peculiar doctrines, as
a mission which they have to deliver to
thajaeop!a. One man who says he is sent
of God preaches baptism by sprinkling;
another man sent by the same God, or
who professes to be, teaches baptism by
pouring water on people. A third man,
* who says heis sent of God, and has an im-
greaaiun to preach, preaches that baptism

y immersion is the only true mode, and
is to be administered to those who have ex-
perienced religion, and have obtained for-
?1&11&55 of sins, A fourth man comes

orth and says he is called of God, and has

a divine mission, and the way that God
has taught him is to baptize by immersion
for the remission of sins,

Now we must not underiake to suppose
that God is the author of all these different
methods, and that he sentall these different
ministers, Ifhe sentany one man to bap-
tize by eprinkling, then those who baptize
b{ immersion are false teachers, running
of their own accord. If hesentany one man
to anr water on those who are candidates
to be baptized, he bas never sent any per-
sons to lprin]:f
mersion; and if we can ascertain who it is

that i:! sent, and what the form of ordinans
ces

earth durlog the period this spirit of revela-
tion was enjoyed. When this spirit of
revelation ceased Zion ceased; when pecple
ceased to be called by direct revelation,ani
the Scriplures ceased to receive any addix
tional books, then Zion ceased among the
children of men. When mankind came to

| the conclusion that their own wisdom was

8, neither to baptize by im« | reyelation, no ministration of an

all-suflicient independent of any more
revelation, Zion ceased from off the earth,

How long is it since Zion ceased? For
everybody will admit, among all Christian
denominations, that there has been no
revelation for some seventeen hundred
years,—among all the
{)r&iﬁnt day, among all the Catholics that
ived before them and that now live, and
among all the different peoples and nations
and tongues that have received the doc-
trines of the Catholies, or of the Greek
church, They all admit that,they all testify
and acknowledge that God has had no in-
spired men on tlre earth since the days of
the Apostles, ¢onsequently he has had no
church on the earth, for whenever the
church of God exists there exist prophets
and men who are capable of writing scrip-
ture; thore exist men who have communs
ion and fellowship with God; there exist
men fo whom the Lord communicates his
will by the ministration of holy angels
and by his own voice. Therefore when
these things ceased, and men ceased to be
inspired to write scripture, and the Scrip-
ture was promounced fall and complete,
sealed up as it were, that moment the peo-
ple called Zion are banished from the face
of the earth; or in other words the church
of the living God has no existence thereon,

There was a Zion on the earth in the first
century of the Christian era, They were
Christians; they beliesved in Christ; they
worshipped Christ, they received his ordi~
nances, they were filled with the spirit of
revelation, they had their inspired prophets
and revelators; they had their heavenly
visions; they had the ministration of
angels; they could hear the voice of God;
they could behold in heavenly vision the
face of the Lord Jesus Christ after he had
ascended to his fatber and was glorified at
his right hand. They bore testimony that
they had seen him, that he had conversed
with them and that he had communicated
his will unto them, These were Christians;
that was the Christian church; that may be
pronounced Zion.,

What existed afier this? The Apostles
were put to death; they were hunted from
nation to nation; they wandered abomt in
sheepskins and goat skins in the dens and
caves of the earth, of whom the world was
unworthy., Their followers were put to
death by hundreds, by thousands, by tens
of thousands; and after a while there sprang
up a people that pretended to be Christians
—followers of the meek and lowly Jesus,
having no apostles, no inspired :inan, no
s, none
of the characteristics, except a few 'fnrma,
of the Christian church as it existed in the

that are to be administered, then we | first century of the Christian era. This

protestants of the |
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cated, and of which they had been mem-
bers. Because of their protestations
ainst the mother church they were called
protestants., They pronounced her the
whore of all the earth ; they declared that
ghe had no authority, that she had none of
the blessings and gifts which characterized
the ancient Christians, They came out
and established other churches. The Lu-
theran church preveiled in Germany and
various portions of nerthern Europe. The
Calvinist church or Presbyterian church
was also established, Henry the Eighth
established and became head of the Eng-
lish church; Wesley, at a later poriod, es-
tablished & church which has grown to
great numbers at the present day. Buat
among all these churches where are the
characteristics of Zion? Wehunt for the

in vain. Go to all these 660 different pro-
testant denominations that have come out
from the mother church,and inquire of
them, Have Enu living inspired men among
you? and their united voice is that God
speak s no more in our day ; no other mes-

sage is given from Heaven, no vyoice is

heard from the eternal worlds; no angels
are sent in these days; no inspired apos-
tles are raised up to establish the church
and the Kingdom of God; no men are filled
with the spirit of prophecy to portira
the events of the future, or to accompli
end perform the work of God in our day.
We enquire, ** What have you?"’ “Oh we
have 666 differeat denominations and we
have surnamed ourselyves Christians, We
are Bible Christians,” Iow mistaken they
are! Bible Christian3 were those who be-
lieved in having apostles and inspired
prophets among them. Bible Christians
could receive more revelation and add
new books to the Bible: Bible Christians
could converse with the Lord, and often-
‘imes bebeld the face of Jesus: they could
commune with holy angels; they had = u-
thority from God to lay hands upon tho<e
whom they baptized, for the reception or
baptism of the Hoiy Ghost. his was
what constituted ancient Zion; but inquire
for these characteristics among these 666
different Christian denominations and they
will tell you they are all gone, the» have
not any of them amongst them. Now
suppose we take their word for. it! Ido, I
really believe them. I think they tell the
truth when thazenay they have no in-
spired men., 1 believe them when they
say they bave neither prophets nor apos-
tles among them., Whydo I believe them?
Because they bave received no new books
in addition to the Bible, and whenever God
had a people on the earth they were con-
stantly giving new books, inspired from
on high, and when that ceases we draw the
conclusion that inspiration has ceased,

Under these circumstancss what is to be
done? 1f the world has thus apostatized,
and there has been no church of the living
God, no Zion among the nations for the
long period I have named, what are we to
expect? Isthe world always to remain in
this condition? Has God spoken for the
last time? "Were the few favored Chriss
tians who lived in the first century of our
era the last ones who were to be favored
with a mesaage from heaven? I think not,
the Bible tells us a different story alto-

ether. That book tells us that there ig to

e one of the greatest dispensations usher-
ed in upon the face of the earth that eyer
has been since the creation of man, and I
profess to believe the Bible, 'When I read
the words of tho Apostle Paul about the
new dispensation that should take place
after his day, I believe it. You will find in
the first chapter of his epistle to the Ephe-
sians that in the dispensation of the fuls
ness of times he shall gather together in
one all thinia that are in Christ, whether
th?jy be in heaven, or here on the earth.
A dispensation of gathering, a dizspensation
called the dispensation of the fulness of
times, a dispensation in which the very
heavens, and all the spirits of men that are
behind the vail ars to be gathered in
one; all things that are in Christ to be
gathered in one, preparatory to the great
resurrection that will take place in that
dispensation.

‘long after his day.

Te
introduc-

The dispespsation that was
ed in the days of the apostles was
not a dispensation of gathering. When
the aposties went forth to build up the
chureh of Christ at Corinth or at Ephesus,
in Galatia or any other part of the earth,
the Christians all remnained where they
received the gospel, except those who
were driven into the mountains by the

ersecutions of their enemies, But in the
ast dispensation there is to be cne feature
characterizing it that did wot characterize
the dispensation established by the ancient
I:Eostlea, namely the gathering together of

6 people—all that are in Christ from the
ends of the earth, When that diepensation
Is introduced Zion will be introdueced
again, the Lord will bring again Zion.

Msany of you who are Bible believers
have read a great many prophecies about
the Zion of the latter days and how the
Lord should bring again Zion, which
seems to intimate that Zion was once on
the earth, that it was lost from the earth
for a certain period of time, and that the
Lord was going to restore it once more.
Let us hear what Isaiah has said on this
auhllect: “Toy watchmen shall lift u
their voice, with the voice together 1
they sing, for they will see eye to eye when
the Lord shall bring again Zion.” But
perhaps strangers may inquire, How are
we to know the period or age of the world
when the Lord shall briog again Zion, or
in other words restore church to the
earth? What are the signsof that day, that
wo mn{ diseern the signs of the times? I
will tell you how you may know theperiod,
If you willgo to the 102nd psalm of David
you will find a clue to the period, Ithink I
will read a little of that psalm for the bene-
fit of strangers, ‘‘When tke Lord shall
build up Zion he shall appear in his glory.”
I think this gives a clue to the period, for
every one will admit that the L.ord has not
yeot appeared in his glory. Wae are looking
forhim, The Christians of all denomina-
tions expect that ke will appear in the
clouds of heaven with power and great
glory. The Latter«day Saints expect this
in common with all other Christians, But
befere he appears in his glory he is going
to build up Zion, that is, Zion must again
be built up on the earth: and if there is not
a Zlon built up on the earth before he
comes, or in other words, if there never is
to be another Zion built up on the earth,
then he never will come, But when we
see the day arrive that the Lord begins to
establish his church on the earth onee more,
characterized by apostles and prophets,
and introduces a dispensation of gathering,
wherein all in Christ shall be gathered to-
gether in one; when the period of time
shall come that the watchmen in that Zion
shall see eye to eye and with the voice to-

ther ainf, we may know that the Lord
scoming in his glory, and is near at :

We will read a few other passages in the
same psalm. ‘‘Thou shalt arise and have
mercy upon Zion, for the time to favor her,
yea the set time has come,”” The Lord has
a get time for a great many of his pur.

ses. A set time for the scattering of
srael; a set time for Jerusalem to be trod-
den down by the Gentiles until their times
are fulfilled; a set time for the stone out of
the mountain to be cut out without hands
and the kingldom of God to be organized
on the earth; a set time for the coming of
the angel with the everlasting gospel to be
preached to all people, nations, Elndreds
and tongues; a sel time for the Lord to
favor Zion, as is here declared. “For thy
seryants take pleasure in her stones and
favor the dust thereof; so the heathen shall
fear the name of the Lord and all the
kings of the earth thy glory,’’

Now do not mistake, any of you stramn-
Eers, and think that this was fulfilled in the

ays of David. It was written for a period
This shall be writ-
ten for the generations to come. “*And the
people which shall be created shall praise
the Lord,”” That is, future generations of
the earth—those who live at that uliar
period of time when the Lord should again
build up Zion on the earths: For “he hath
looked down from the height of hissanctu-
ary, from heaven did the Lord behold

| the eartb, to hear the groaning of the

prisoner, to loose those that were appointed
to death, to declare the name of the Lord
in Zion, and his praise in Jerusalem.'” But
saysone ‘‘That means the first time that he
came,” - Letus read the next verse and see
if it rea.ly means that period. *“*When ths
people are gathered together and the king-
doms to serve the Lord.” Now, weie the
gmp!a gathered together in the days of the
rst comisg of Jesus? No. oere the
kingdoms then assembled to serve the
Lord? No. Recollect that Paul predicted
that in the dispensation of the fulness of
times, all things in Christare to be gathered
together in one. Then the heathen nations
and the kingdoms of the earth shall be
gathered. What for? To ba taught in his
ways, and instrueted to walk in his paths,
We will now quote another passage that
has reference to the same great event., It
is contained in the 2nd chapter of Isaiah
the prophet, *“*And it shall come to pass
in the last days’’—recollect now it is a
work of the latter time—*'It shall come to
sinthe last days that the mountainof the
ord’s house shall be established in the
top of the mountains and shall be exalted
above the hills, and all nations ghall flow
unto it ‘When was this fulfilled? Every
rson with any reflection whatever, that
as the least particle of faith in this proph-
ecy, knows that it never has been fulfilled.
The Zion that was built up in the days of
David and that he dwelt in, the Zion that



