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In the first place, I will sty that
the P'rophet Joseph taught us that
Father Adam waa the first man on
the earth to whom God gave the
keys of the Everlasting Priesthood.
He held the keysof the Presidency,
and was the first man who did hold
them. Noah stocd mext to him.
These keys were given to Noah, be
being the mther of al) living in his
dﬂy, as Adam was in his day.
There two men were the first who
received the I'riesthood in the eter-
nal worlds, before the worlds were
formed, They were the first who
teceived the Everlasting Priesthood
or I'residency on the earth. Father
Adam stands at the head, go far as
this world is concerned. Of course,
Jesus Christ is the Great High
Priest of the ralvation of the human
fﬂmily. But Adam lLolds those keys
In the world today; he will hold
them to the endless ages of eternity.
And Noah, nnd every man who has
€ver held or will hold the kcys of
Presidency of the Kingdom of God,
ffom thiat day until the scene is
Wound up, will have to stand before
Father Adam and give nn account
Of the keys of that Priesthood, as
We all will have to give an account
Unto the Tord, of the principles that
We have recelved, when our work is

One in the flesh.

Brother Cannon has given my
mMind with regnrd to Joseph Smith.

look upon Joreph 8mith as the
Breatest Prophet that ever breathed
the breath of lfe, excepting Jesus
Christ. Father Adam, as 1 have
®aid, stands at the head; but Joseph
Slltlft.ll wag reserved to lay the foun-
Uation of this great Kingdom and

'Spenaation of salvation to the
(‘;hole human family in these Iast
4¥8, to huild up Zlon, to establish
’s Kingdom, and to prepare it
the coming of the Son of Man.
He helg those keys. Brother Can-
Bon hastold you the truth.  No other
Wan held thoge keyn while he lived.
B I him, na has been said, came

fother Brigham. I havetraveled
W¥ith Joseph Bmith thousands of
::;]le-“- There nre some here tonight
a ¢ were in Zion’s Camp. He was
Hboy, in one sense of the word.
we Was but & young man when he
p;“‘ martyred and passed into the
coege"w of God. His days were

Wparatively few. But he was a
Ert‘_:‘t man. He lived a long life for
m; :tdﬂy& He performed an al-
: ﬂnfr ¥ work—as great a work as
ey l'_n-'\n, save Jesus Christ, that
him ‘:‘-‘d on the earth. We knew
s l;’e knew the Apostles. We
Klazier rother Brigham; he was a

“€r and painter, and, in one

for

sense of the word, an illiterate man.
But God raised him up to do a great
work and to follow in the channel of
Joseph Smith. He magnified his
calling. He led this people to these
mountalus, and he huilt up this
country almost from one end of it
to the other, by his counsel. The
Lord took him to Himself. Brother
Taylor folowed, until he was taken
away.

Now, all of these men were what
the world wonld enll wesak instru-
ments in the hands of God. T have
been asked the question many times,
“Why did the Lord choose Joseph
Rmith to bring forth the Book of
Mormon and to lay the foundation
of this grent Kingdom here on the
earth? Why dido’t He choose Dr.
Haws, Dr. Porter, Mr. Reecher, or
some great man?” [ have never
had but one answer in my life to all
such men, and that is, “The Lord
could not do anything with them,
because of their unbelief, and their
unwillingness to acknowledge His
hand in all things.”> That is the
veason the Lord has chosen weak
instruments te do His work. Amnd
[ will say here, if any of you want
a weaker instrnment than Wilford
Woodruff to hold the keys of the
Kingdom of God, you ought to be
ashamed of yourselves. The Lord,
however, is just as able to inspire
me, or Brother Cannon, or any
other man, when the time comes, ag
He has inspired other men in past
ages. I know what the will of God
is concerning this people, and if
they will take the counsel we give
them, all will be well with them.

Now, I want to make a few re-
marlks concerning myself. T never
like to do this; but I want to give
you a little of my experience in a
few things, and [ want to tell you
where my strength Hes, and the
greatest evidence that nny Eller of
Israe! can have, ever did have, or
ever will have on the face of the
earth with regard to the work of God.

Bpeaking of the administration of
angels. T never asked the Lord in
my life to send me an angel or to
show me any miraele. T wanted
the Gospel of Christ; and the first
sermont I ever heard preached in
this Church T had a testimony for
myself that it was the Gospel of
Christ. T bad a testimony to satisfy
myself when I was baptized. T had
been looking, praying, hungering
and thirsting to find some man on
the face of the earth who had the
Priesthood, and who could teach me
the Gospel. When T heard this ser-
mon, T knew the voice; I knew the
shepherd; T knew it was true.” And
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from that day until this, T have
never geen one moment in my life
that I have ever had doubta with
regard to it. Y bave never had any
trial in this Church with regard to
my faith. My trials bave heen of
another nature. T have had the
administration of angels in my day
and time, though I never pmyed for
an angel. T have had, in scveral
instances, the nadministration of
holy messengers. 1n 1835, at Broth-
er A, O. Bmoot’s mother’s house
iz Kentucky, T received n letler
one dny from Joseph Bmith and
Oliver Cowdery, reguesting me to
stany In Kentucky and Tenncesee
and take charge of the Church
there. He wanted David. Patten
and Watren Parrish to go to Kirt-
land to receive their endowments.
Joseph eaid in that letter: “You
shall lose no blessing by pursuing
this cotirse.?”” That letter wasn great
joy, n great comfort and consolation
to me. T had traveled with Joseph
Rmith to Missourl. 1 had been
acquninted with him, and I knew
he was a Prophet of God. In the
evening of that day [ went into a
liitle back room, in which was a
small settee. T was alone. I was
overwheMed with joy and consoln-
tion at the letter [ had received and
the enconraging words 1t eontained.
I knelt down and prayed. T arose
from my knees and sat down. The
room wiws filled with light. A.mes-
senger came to me. We had a long
eonversation., He Iaid before me
as if in a panorama, the signa of the
last days, and told me what was
coming to pass. I saw the sun
turned to darkness, the moon to
blood, the stars fall from heaven.
I paw the resurrection day. T raw
armies of men in the first resurrec-
tion, elothed with the robes of the
Holy Priesthood. I saw the second
resurrection. T eaw a great many
signs that were presented before me.
by this personage; and among the
rest, there were seven lions, a8 of
burning brass, set in the hcavens.
He says, “That is one of tho signs
that will appear ip the heavens be-
fore the coming of the Son of Man.
1t is n slgn of the varions dispensa-
tions.”

Now, had T been an artist, on the
next day T could have sat down
at my table and drawn, as clearly a8
though T had studied them all my
life, everything T saw. T went to
meeting the next day, with Brother
Smoot. 1 harndly knew where 1
wasa. -1did not comprehend n being,
scarcely, 1 was entirely over-
whelmed with what T had seen the

night before.



