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rapt themseives 1o his sighy; and he has
provided a particular way of escape there-
from, by which you may, if you will, be
nave(i rom this judgment, and that way
has to be made known by new revelation
We will pass on, however,

Soon after the days of Noah, we find that
certain men lived upon the earth, whose
names are recorded in this secred history
(the Bible), who were called to be the cho-
sen servants of God, and whom the Lord
blessed in a peculiar maoner, I refer now
to the patriarchs, and more especially to
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob—three very
wortby men, so worthy that the Lord
chose them as representatives of the faith-
ful in all future ages, and declared thatal!
who should be raved in future sges should
! become their seed, either springing direct-
ly from their loins, or being adopted,
through the gospel, into the family of
Abrabam, who was to be called the father
of the faithful: tbat is the fatheér not only of
the faithful who lived from his day until
the cominug of Christ, butof all who should
live sfter Christ who followed in the foot-
steps of this ancient patriarch and em-
braced the same gospel that he taught, and
they should have a claim on the promises
that were made to bim.

Now, did the patriarch Abraham re-
ceive anything new from God, or was
there enough already given? Perhaps
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SoMeTIMES I am ia the habit of taking a
text, but at preseut there is no passage of
Scripture which presents itself to my mind;
1, therefore, commence speaking and,
through your faith and prayérs before the |
Lord, I trust that pomething may be given
to me that will edify, and benefit the con-
gregation. The subjects pertaining to the
kingdom of God sre so numerous that,
sometimes, the great difliculty in the mind
of a servant ¢f God who attempts to ad~
dress the prople is to know the mind and
will of the Spuit in regard to what shall be
gaid. IfI know my own heart, I have no
desire to speak my own words or to impart
unto you my own natural wisdom; but it |
is the earnest desire of my heart that I may
impart ipstruction according to the mind
and the will of the living God, This I can
not do unless God shall grant unto me the
inspiration of his Spirit at the very mo-
ment, and this will depeud in a great mea-
sure upon the hearers as well as upon the
speaker. If the people have faith 1n God, :
and pray unto him, exercising that faith, | many may cry, ““Eoough to save Noah,
he may give them somcthing that will be | Enoch, Abel, and all persons who would
instructive to their minds; but if they bave | walk before the Loord according to ancient
not faith the Lord may not see proper thus | revelation, without anything new.” But
to impart. there was not enough adapted to the cir-

We are permitted, Latter-day Saints, to | cumstances by which Abraham was sur-
live in a very peculiar age of the world. It|rounded. Why? Because the lord de
is called by us, the dispensation of the ful- | signed to call Abrabam out from his fa-
ness of times. Many dispensations have | ther’'s house, from his friends and couantry,
been revealed to the inbhabilants of the |and to lead bim into a strange land.
earth in past ages, and God has given, froun | Abrabam might bave searched all former
time to time, since the creation, much in- | records and revelations, but here was a
struction to the people. What I miean by | duty he never could bave learved there-
a dispensation, is power, authority and re- | Irom—*'Depart from thy father's house!”
velation given from Heaven to direct and | It eould not be found written in former
connsel men here on the earth. This bhas | revelations, hence the circumstances re-
been . given at different ages of the world, | quired new revelation, and God gave it by
and the instruction which God bas given | commanding this great man—the father
bas been in accordance with the circum- | of the faithful—to leave the land of Chaldea
stances of the people, the revelations and | and to go forth into a country where he
instructions which he has given being dif- | never had been. Abrabam was ebedient,
ferent at one period from those given at | be went forth and traveled to the country
another, When I say different, do not | that we call Palestine—a small territory
misunderstand me. Many of the revela | east of the Mediterranean Sea, And hav-
tions of God are unchangeable in their na- | ing arrived in that land, he might have
ture, and are adapted to all dispensations; | searched all former revelations in vain to
but many commandments have been given | bave learned what bis duty was then, for
that were adapted only to the dispensatidns | there were certain duties required of him
in which they were revealed. I will name | thén in regard to which tne revelation
some of these.

For instauce, when some sixteen hun-
dred or two thousand years had _
away from the creation, the world hud bex | tain in Cavaan. He aid as he was taught,
come very much corrupted in tbe sight o | I. was a peculiar commandment. I have
God, so much g0 that what little bistory we | Dever been commanded to do so, neithe:
have on thesubject informs us that all flesh | bas any other person in this congregation;
had corrupted iis way upon the face of the | neither was any person who lived before
earth. God gave a new commandment in | Abrabam; but he, and he alone needed
that period, differing entirely from all for- | new revelation to find out that he was to
mer commandwents. It was not adapted | 80 to the top of a certain mountain. When
to any dispensation that had preceded it, | be got there another new revelation was
neither would it be suitable for any future | given to him, commanding him to look to
dispensation: it was intended for that par~ | the east, 1then to the west; and then to cast
ticular period only, The Lord commanded | bis eyes to the north, and to the south, and
his servant Noah to build an ark, accord | then, behold, a great prownizse was made to
ing to certain rules and dimeusions that he | him by new revelation, namely, “All the
gave unto him, tor, said the Lord, “I intend | |and which thou seest shall be given to
to destroy all flesh with a flood, except | thee and thy seed after thee for an ever-
those who shall gather mgutuﬂr into the lasting possession.”” No sush prowmise
ark which you sball build ' couid he have found in any former revela

This was a pew commandment, Ifthere | tion: this promise was adapted to that
bad been any sectarian preachers who then | peculiar individual, and to the circomstan-
lived, and perhups the.e were, for preschers | ¢es in which be was placed.,
who have not been sent of God seem to| We would imagine that Isaac, having
have been numercus in all dispensations— | father’s revelations right before his eyes,
they would perhaps have ressoved with [ and knowing all about them, would say
Noah in relation to this new revelation avd | in his heart, *‘I need nottrouble mysel!
commandment, aud said to him, **What is | about inquiring from God aund reeeiving
the use new, of geiting new revelation | anything new from the heavens. My
from God? You will not dispute, Noab, | father was a good man; he was saved, and
but what Enoch was saved avd transiated to | I shall content myself by giviog heed to
heaven. He had enough revelation to save | the old revelations,” But Isaac did pot

him, and can not we be saved in the same | reason in this way; and the Lord had some
manner that he was, without baviog any | new revelations to commuuicate to the son
new revelation communicated to us?" of Abraham, and one of them was to con-
mention this, because such arguments firm the promise that had been made to
are used at the present day in refereuce o | his father, Ooce might natarally suppose
the new revelations whicu the Latter day | that the revelation made to his father was
Saiots earry forth to the world, The peo- | broad enough and covered the case without
plesay, **You believe in the Book of Mor- | being confirmed, for it declared that the
mon a8 a new revelation, and that God has | Jand promised to Abrabam should be given
given new commandments. Have we not | to him and to his seed after him, and we
enougu? Were not the people who lived | might suppose that that included Isaae,
in the days of Enoch, Abrabam, Moses | and that thers was no need of a new reve-
and the prophets, in the days of Jesus and | Jation to him on the subject; but if it did
the apostles, saved ? and if they bhad | include him, Isaac was not fally
encugh t)save them, if we follow the inv | he would not place his dependence on
structions which they received, what is the | something that had been said to some
uss of obtaining another book, called tbe | otner man, but wanted to koow for hims
Book of Mormon, or new commandments | self whether God intended h:m to possess
and revelations?” This bas been brought | that land, and there was no way for him to
forth as an argument ever since my youth | obtain this knowledge execept by direct
to my certain knowledge, in afl countries | communication with the heavens,. He ob-
where 1 have traveled and attempted to | tained it, God renewing the promise to him
communicate to the world our ideas about | that he bad made to his father Abraham.

new revelation. The same arguments| By and by comes along the grandson of
might have been used in the days of the | Abraham—Jacob, who, not satisfisd with
flood—""Enough h+s been given; Enoch | the promises made to his grandrather and
has been saved and translated, and if we | his father—Abraham and Isaae, and not
follow the revelations given to him, why considering bimself safe to depend on
may we not be saved without having any- | promises made to somebody else, came
thing new ?” ButNozh would bhave an- | pefore the Lord and plead with him, and
swered, and very properly too, “‘God de- | the angels of God came and visited this
signs to accomplish something now that | Jad, and he saw a ladder reaching from
he did not accomplish in the days of | the ground on which he slept to the very
Enoch, nor in the days of Abel and Seth, | heavens, upoun which the angels were as-
nor in the days of any of those ancient | cending and descending; ~nd he, on that
worthies—he intends to bring destruction | oceasion, obtained & confirmation of the

on all flesh that will not repent, by over- 5
whelming this weeld of ours Hag o e Er{t;:fa made to his father and graond

water. He intends to pour out his indig- | I: is unnecessary for me to trace the his-
nation and just wrath upon those who cor tory of these palriarcis, or to mention the

lighten him. One of these duties was to

his

go forth upon & certain eminence or moun- |

various times when God thoughnht fit to
communicate a new revelation unto them,
accordirg to the cirenmstances in which
they were placed, We might relate the
revelations given to Jacob after he wenti
down into the ceuntry of Laban, where he
married bis four wives, We might relate
to you the various revelations God gave to
himm during bis sojourn in that land. We
might also relate to you the revelations he
received after he left that eountry with his
four wives and his children. When bhe
came to the brook Jabbok,sending over all
his famig)beﬁrra bini, he stovped back,
and the

new revelation. An sngel came dowb
and Jacob and this person laid hold ni’
each other, the same as men do occasion-
ally now, te try each other’s strength, in
what is termed wrestling., These two per-
sons wrestled together all night long. The
angel did not see proper to take any ad-
vantage. of Jacob by miracle, but be
wrestled with him a8 one man would with
another; and it seems that neither of them
overcame the other, The angel did not
succeed in throwing Jacob to the and,
neither did Jacob succeed in tbrowing the
angel to the ground; but after contending
together all nicht, the angel at last put
forth his finger and touched the hollow of
Jacob's thigh and lamed him a little, and
by this mesns was enabled to overcome
him, Aiter being thus lamed, Jacob found
that he bhad been wrestling with an avgel
of God, and, said he, "I will not let thee
go unless thou bless me,” and God,
tbrough the mouth of that angel, gave to
him the same great and glorious prowmises
that he had given to his father, and also
blessed him as a prince, béecause he had

=

sion was, wuat he was o do ia the bouse
of Pharaoh and before all the Egyptians,
Having accomplished these wonders, by
new revelation, Moses and the whole house
of Israel, some twenty five hundred thou-

rd condescended to give him a |

sand in number, left the land of Egypt and
gzmu forth to the eastern border of the Red
.

If there bad been sectarians in that large
company, they would doubtless bave rea-
soned with Moses on this wise: “Moses,
what an abundance of revelation God has
given in former times, and have we not
enough for our gnidasce now ?” I say if
there had been Baptista, Methodists, Pres-
byterian, mcmbers of the Church of Eng-
land, or of any of the several hundred dif.
ferent sects into whieh Christendom is now
separated, this would have been thoir argu-
ment, for their argument now is—"“We
have enough, and do not need any more,”
But Moses and the children of Israel were
not influenced by such considerations, for
they were placed in circumstances that re-

nired something new., The Red Sea was
ore them, and there were mountains on
thesouth aud on the nerth, and on the west
the Egyptians were pursuing them,and the
inquiry with them was'*Whatshall we da?”’
God gave them revelation. He did not
tell them to search previous revelations for
that was all that was n , but he
ave them revelation telling them what to
o, and that revelation was, “Stand still,
and see the salvation of God?” If they
had not got this new revelation they might
bave been 8o confused that, instead of
standing still, some would have run for
one mountain, ard some for another, some
this way and some that; but a new revela-
tion made them understand that their

power to wrestle with an angel all night | Jaty, instead of fleelng, was to stand still

and prevailed with him,

Some suppose that this was the first | out

conversion of Jacob; but, be this as it may,

Jacob, prior to this time, had many great | Red Sea, and bhe did so,
After wrestling in | were

revelations from God.
this manner on one side of the brook Jab-
bok, he started, the next day, to overtake
his family, and he placed his four wives
and their children in a certain order, pre.
paratory to meeting his brother Esau. By
and by Esau comes along with quite an
army of men, and he meets the forward
company, cousisting of Bilhah and Zilpah
and their children—twe of Jacob's wives
and their pelygamous offspring. He
countinues on until he mee!s Jacob’s third
wife, and finally
and her children, with whom Jacob was,
and turniong to Jucob hesays, *“Who are all
these women and children?’”’ Jacob an-

given to him in his native land did not en- | swered, ‘'These are they whom God hath

given thy servant.,”” What! God give to
Jacob more than one wife, and a number
of polygamous children! Is thatso? Well,
Jacob says 80, and we are informed that he
was then couverted, that this meeting be-
tween Jacob and Esau took
declaraction of Jacob was made after his
conversion at the brook Jsbbok, Now,
would you suppose that a converted man
would makesuch a declaration about his
wives and children as Jaoob made to Esau,
ifit had not been true? If a man now-a-

days declares that God has given him more
wives than one, and a host of polygamous
children, be is acrused of blasphemy, ye«t
Jacob, after wrestling with an angel, de-
clared that such was the case with him: he
kuew it wasso and he acknowledged the
hand of God. After he reached the land of
Canaan we find that God eontinued to give
to tbis man revelalion after revelation,
snited t» his circumstaces; and thus we
may trace the history of the dispeusations
of God to man,

I will now touch, in short, upon the

history of Moses, who lived several hun-
dred years afler Jacob,—at a period when
circnmstances called for commandments
and revelations different to any that bhad
ever been given before. After having slain
the Egyptian, Moses fled from the bhouse
of Pharaoh, and went down into the land
of Midian, and dwelt there forty years,
At a oertain time, when he was herding
the flocks of his father-in-law, Jethro, he

he comes to the fourth |

place, and this ‘

and see the salvation that God would work
for them. Moses was coms-
manded to amite the waters of the
| and they
parted asunder by the power of the
Almighty and, as we are intormed in an-
otber place, they stood up like walls on
either side of the path on which the ehil-

| dren of Israel trave.ed through the midst

of thesea. We would naturally suppose
that water would not do this, but it was a
miracle wrought by the power of the
Almighty. e placed the waters, like
solid walls on each side of his people, and
they walked throughon dryshod, while the
Egyptian army, io trying to pursue them,
were overthrown in the midst of the sea.

Then comes another new revelation—
given by inspiration—to sing how the Lord
had overthrown the enemtes of bis people,
bow the Lord had magnified his great
E’nwar and preserved his people from the

gyptian natioo, and delivered them from
boudage, The hosts of Israel travelea
along from the abores of the Red Sea until
they came to the foot of Mouaut Sinai, -
where, by new revelation, they cam ped;
aad at a certain time, the Lord, by new
revelation, culled Moses up into the mount;
and when he got there the Lord saw fit to
write a certain code of laws on tables of
stope, and, after keeping Moses in the
mount forty days and forty nights, he sent
him down, and when he giot down he found
that the children of Israel had corrupted
themselves in the sight of the Muost H‘i)gh,
for tuey bad made unto themselves gods,
certain golden calves, and they were wiurs
shipping them., Aaron had caused the
peovple to strip themselves nuked, and they
were dancing aroand the calyes. Moses
was very apgry, not with that Rind of
anger whnich fills the bosoms of foolish

meu and women; but that prineiple of juss
tice which burpns in the bosom of the
Almighty, burned in the bosom of Moees,
and be threw down the tables of the envs
enant which he bad brought from Mount
Sinai, and they were smashed to pieces,
He called for those on the Lord’s side to
come out from the midst of that company
and stand with him, at the same time com-
manding them to gird oo their swords and

at to death those who were not for the

ord. That was a new revelation, and a
curions one, was it not? A frer all this had

saw & bush burning with a very brilliant | taken place,the Liord called Moses a second

flame, This excited his cuariosity, and he | time up into the mount by new revelation
drew nesr, and saw the bush apparentiy | and again gave him tables of stone an

burning, and yet not consumed. As he

drew nearer God spoke to him out of the | the second time forty
burning bush, and told him to take the | nights, without eating
| sh es from his feet for the place on which | thing.

he stood was bholy ground. He never could
bave fouad out by former revelation that | eighty days and eighty nights, forty
| the ground whereon he stoed was holy.
satisfied, |

This God, who appeared in the burning
bush, or the angel, as the case may be, had

Egypt and deliver God’s people—the des-

| cendants of Abiaham, Isaac and Jacob—

from the hands of their enemies. Do you
not see that it required new revelation to
inform bim of this faci? He was obedient
to the commandment, for taking Aaron
with him, he went down into Egypt and
stood before the king,and then commenced
a series of nvw revelalions that were won-
derful and marvelous in their nature. The
revelations ol to day, however, would not
suit to-morrow, and those of tosmorrow
| would not suit the next day. Why? Be-
cause God had something new to perform
every day, aud that which was given yes-
terday would not be adapted to the work
God saw fit Lo perform to-day or to.more
row, hence, as oiten as the day rolled
round new revelation had to be given to
Moses to make known to him what the
ILurd required at his hand, what his mis-

1

d

He kepPlim there
days and forty

or drinking any-
One would suppose that he eounld

not have stood so long a period o! fasting—

vach
time. hen he had obtained the tables
the second time he came down and stood
before the children of Israel, and his

laws written therson,

something for Moses to do that|countenance shone with such brightness
| be could mot possivl learn from |that they were filled with fear, and fled
former revelatim, an that some- | from before the presence of Moses. They
thing was to arise and go down into | could not endure the glory of his couu-

tenance, and they besought Moses that the
preseuce of the Lord might vot be maie
manifest in their midst. *'Do you, Moses,

go and talk with the Lord, You can con-
verse with him, and let us know whac the
Lord says, but do not let the Lord come
and converse with us, lest we be destroy-
ed.” Wae tind that tbey had so corrupted
themeselves in the sight of God that he,who
would have delighted to couverse with all
the people, as one man talks with another,
was obliged ' to hide presence from
them, and to send h them,
Moreover their corrup had become s0
great that the L.ord, in wrath, swore
that they should not enter into his rest,
This was made known to them by new
revelation while in the wildervess, or they
pever could have learned it, The Lord

also informed them that he would not go

| up in the midst of their camps, Said he,




