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SOMETIMES I1 am in the habit of taking a
textexl but at present there is no passage orof
scripture which presents itself to my mind
A1 therefore commecommocommercecomeom nceuce speaking and
through your faith and prayers before the
lord I1 trusttruet that something may be given
to weme that will edify and benefit the con-
gregationgregation the subjects pertaining to the
kingdom of god brebye soBO numerous that
sometimes the great difficulty in the mind
of a Lservantterserervantvaut cf god who attempts to ad-
dress the people is to know the mind and
will of the spit it in regard to what shall be
baidbald if I1 know my own heart I1 have nodo
desire to speak my own words or to impart
unto you my own natural wisdom but it
is the earnest desire of my heart that I1 may
impart instruction according to the mind
and the will of the living god this I1 can
not do unless god shall grant unto me the
inspiration of his spirit at the very mo-
ment and this will depend in a great mea-
sure upon the hearersbearers as well as upon the
speaker if the people have faith in god
and pray unto him exercising that faith
he may give them somethingthing that will be
instructive to their minds but if they have
not faith the lord may not see proper thus
to10 impartin pa r

we arbarer permitted latter day saints to
live in a very peculiar age of the world it
is called by us the dispensation of the ful
nossness otof times many dispensations have
been revealed to the inhabitants of the
earth in past ages and god has given from
time to time since the creation much in
atstruction to the people what I1 mean by
a dispensation Is power authority and re-
velation given from heaven to direct and
counsel men herehero on the earth this hashaa
been given at different ages of the world
and the instruction which god has given
lbshas been in accordance with the circum-
stances of the people the revelations and
instructions which hebe has given being dif-
ferent at one period from those given at
another when I1 say differt nt do not
misunderstand me many of the cevela
eions of god are unchangeable in their na
ture and are adapted to all dispensations
but many commandments have been given
that were adapted only to the dispensadispensations
in which they were revealed I1 will name
some of these

for instance when somebome sixteen hun-
dred or two thousand years hadbad passed
away from the creation the world lind bembehbe
come very much corrupted in the sight 0
gudgod so much so that what little history we
have on the subject informs us that all heshflesh
hadbad corrupted its way upon the face of the
earth god gave a newnow commandment in
thatlormerperiod differing entirely from all for-
mer commandments it was not adapted
to any dispensation that had preceded it
neither would it be suitable for any future
dispensation it wilswaa intended for that par
nicular period only the lord commanded
his servant noah to build an ark accord
ing to certain rules and dimensions that he
gave unto him torlor said the lord 1tI intend
to destroy allali flesh with a flood except
those who abailshall gather togethertoge into the
ark which you shall build 11

this was anewa new commandment if there
bad been any sectarian preachers who theutheil
livedauddarid perhaps the e werewery for preacherstiers
who have not been sent of god seem to
have been numnumerousacus in all dispensations
they would perhaps have reasonedrebren with
noah in relation to thisthim new revelation audand
commandment aud said to him what is
the use now of getting new revelation
from god you will not dispute noah
but what enoch was saved audand translatedtrantrunslated to
heaven he hudhad enough revelation to save
him and can not we be saved in the sime
manner that be was without having any
new revelation communicated to us I1
mention this because such arguments
are used at the present day iiiin reference to i

the newnow revelations whick the latter day
saints carry forth to the world the peo-
ple bayeayy I1 you belbeibelievelevelove in thtah book orof Mmor-
mon

or-
mon as a new revelation and that god has
givenaven new commandments have we notbot
enouen 7 were not the people who lived
in the dasdays of enoch abraham moses
andaind the prophets in the days of jesus and
the apostles saved 7 and if they had
enough viti saveleave them if we follow the in

which they reerecniveo whatwhal is the
ugeuga of0 obtaining another book called the
bookboknok of mormon or new commandments
and revelations 7 this has been brought
forth asaa an argument ever since my youth
to my certain knowledge in abatt countries
where I1 have traveled and attempted to
communicate to the world our ideas about
new revelation the saimesame arguments
might have been used in the days of the
flood enough hlishiislibisliisis been given enoch
hashka been saved and translated and if we
follow thothe revelations given to him why
may we not be saved without having any-
thing newnow 7 would have an-
swered and very properly too god de-
signs to accomplish something now that
he did not accomplish in the days of
enoch nor in the days of abel and letb
nor in the days of any of those ancient
worthies be intends to bring destruction
on all flesh that will notilot repent by over-
whelmingwhwbelming thisthia world of ours in a flood of
water he intends to pour out his indig-
nation and just wrath upon those who cor

ruptbupt inlri hisbis inight andaud hebo liasilas
provided a particular way of escape

by which you may if youyon will be
savedsavel from this judgment and that way
has to be made known by new revelation
we will pass on however

soon after the days of noah we dindfind that
certain men lived upon the earth whose
names are recorded in this sacred bistorhistoryy
the bible who were called to be the cho-

sen servants of god and whom the lord
blessed in a peculiar manner I1 refer now
to the patriarchs andarid more especially to
abraham isaac and jacob three very
worthy men soBO worthy that the lord
chose them as representatives of the faith
ful in all future ages and declared that all
who should be saved in future ages should
become their seed either springing direct-
ly from their loins or being adopted
through the gospel into the family of
abraham who was to be called the father
odtheof the faithful that is the father not only of
the faithful who lived from bishis day until
the coming of christ but of all who should
live annerafner christ who followed in the foot-
steps of this ancient patriarch and em-
braced the same gospel that hebe taught and
they should have a claim on the promises
that were made to him

now did the patriarch abraham re-
ceive anything new from god or was
there enough already given perhaps
many may cry enough to havebave noah
enoch abel and all persons who would
walk before the lord according to ancient
revelation without anything newdew but
there was not enough adapted to the cir-
cumstancescum stances by which abraham was sur-
rounded why because the lord dode
signed to call abraham out from his fa-
thers

a
house from his friends and country

and to lead him into a ststrangeange land
abraham might have searchedsearcha all former
records and revelations but hero was a
duty he never could have learned

depart from thy fathers houhoue
it could not be poundround written in former
revelations hence the circumstancescircum re-
quired new revelation and god gave it by
commanding this great man the father
odtheof the faithful to leave the land of chaldea
and to go forth into a country where he
never had been abraham was fctobedient
be went forth and traveled to the country
that we call palestine a small territory
east of the mediterranean sea and hav-
ing arrived in that land he might navehave
searched all former revelations inin vain to
have learned what his duty was then for
there were certain ditleaduties required of him
then in regard to which ane revelation
rivengiven to him in hisbis native land did notnut en-
lighten nimbim one of these duties was to
go forth upon a certain eminence or moun-
tain in canaancauaan he did aaw he was tautaughtgiltglit
I1 was a peculiar commandment I1 have
never been commanded to do so neither
has any other person in this congregation
neither was any person who lived before
abraham bulbut hebe and hohe alone needed
newnow revelation to find out that he was to
go to the top ofaefaof a certain mountain when
liebe got there another new revelation was
given tor him commanding him to look to
the east then to the west and then to cast
hisbis eyedeyel to the north and to the south and
then behold a great promise was made to
him by new revelation namely all the
landlaud which thou seest shall be given to
thee and thy seed after thee for an ever-
lasting pompos session ll11 no subuchsuchh promise
could hebe have found in any former cevela
tion this promise waswar adapted tuto that
peculiar individual and to the circumstan
cescea in which hebe was placed

we would I1imaginein 9an a that isaac having his
fathers revrevelationseltieitl right before his eyes
and knowing all about them would sailsay
in hisbis heart 1I need notno trouble maseli
about inquiring from god and recreereceivingreceivingeivinelving
anything newnow from the heavens my
father was a good man hebe was saved and
I1 shall content myself by giving beheedbeeded to
the old revelations 11 but isaac did notdot
reason in this way and the lord had some
newdew revelations to communicate to the son
of abraham and one orof them was to con-
firm the promiseromise that bad been made to
hisbis father oae might naturally suppose
that the revelation made to hisbis father was
broad enough and covered the case without
being confirmed for llit declared that the
land promised to abraham should be given
to him and to hisbis suedbeed after him and we
might suppose that that included isaac
and that there was no need otof a new reve-
lation to him on the subject but if it did
include him isaac was not railyfully satisfied
be would not place his dependence on
something that had been baldtbald to some
otner man but wanted to know for him-
self whether god intended him to possess
that land and there was non way for himlim to
obtain this knowledge except by direct
communication with the heavens he ob-
tained it god renewing the promise to him
that be hadbad made to his fattlerfather abraham

by and by comes along the grandsongrand bon orof
abraham jacob who not satisfied with
the propromiseswises made to hishla grandfather and
his father Abraabrahamhiamtiam and isaac and not
considering himself safe to depend on
promises made to somebody elseeise came
defore the lord and plead with him and
the angels of god came and visited this
lad and hebe saw a ladder reaching from
the ground on which hebe slept to the very
heavens epou which the angelsau gelsgeis were as-
cending andaud descending nudind he on that
occasion obtained a confirmation of the
promise made to his fathernather audand grand-
father

it is unnecessary for me to trace the his-
tory of thosethese patriarchs or to mention the

various timestimen when godgoil thought fit to
communicate a new revelation unto themgnem
accordingaccordi igg to the circumcircumstancecircumstancesstane in which
they were placed we might relate the
revelations given to jacob after hebe went
down into the country of laban where he
married hishia fourtour wives we might relate
to you the various revelations god gave to
himhiru during hisbla sojourn in that land we
might also relate to you the revelations he
received after hebe left that country with his
four wives and higbig children when hebe
cameomme to the brook labbok sending over all
hisbis family bennbeni re him he stopped back
findand the lord condescendeddescendedcon to give him a
newnow revelation an angel came ddownown
and jacob and thisthim personpernon laid holdhoid of
each other the came as men do occasion-
ally now to try each strengthth in
what is termed wrestling these two per-
sons wrestled together all night long the
angel did not seebee proper to take any ad-
vantage of jacob by miracle but hebe
wrestled with him assis one man would with
another and it seems that neither of them
overcame the other the angel did notriot
succeed in throwing jacob to the ground
neither did jacob succeed in throwing the
angel to the ground but after contending
together all the angel at last put
forth bishis finger and touched the hollow of
jacobs thigh dudaud lamed him a little and
by this meins was enabled to overcome
him alter being thus lamed jacob found
that he had been wrestling with an augelaukel
of god and said he 1I will not let thee
go unless thou blessbiess me 11 and god
through the mouth of that angel gave to
him the same great and glorious4 promises
that he had given to his father and also
blessed him as a prince because be bad
power to wrestle with an angel all night
and prevailed with him

some suppose that this was thetho first
converconversionslonsion of jacob but be this as it may
jacob prior to this time had many great
revelations from god atterafter wrestling in
this manner on one side of the brook jab
bok he started the next day to overtake
bihhib family and he placed his four wives
and their children in a certain order pre-
paratory to meeting bishis brother eimueau by
and by esau comes along with quite an
army of men and hohe meets the forward
company consisting of bilbao and zilpah
and their children two of jacobs wives
and their polygamous offspring mebe
contcoutcontinuescoutinoinu on until he meets jacobs third
wife and finally hebe comes to the fourth
and berher children with whom jacob waswaa
and turning to jacob hesayohe says who are allali
these women and children jacob an

these are they whom god hathbath
given thy servant what god give to
jacob more than one wife and a number
orof polygamous childrenschildrenl Is that so wellweli
jacob saysbays so and we are informed that be
was then convercouverconvertedtedtod that this meeting be-
tween jacob and esau took place andbed this

of jacob was made after hisbis
conversion at the brook jubok now
would you suppose that a converted man
would makmaue suehsuch a declaration about his
wives and children aa jabob madematlo to Eesaueauau
iritif it had not been true if a man nowanow a
days declares that god has given him more
wives than one and a host of polygamous
children be is accused of blasphemy atty t
jacob after wrestling with an angel de-
clared that such was the CASOcase with him hebe
koewknew it was so and he acknowledged the
band of god after he reached the land of
alaancanaan we find that god continued to give
to this man revelation after revelation
suited t hishla circumcircumstancesstaves and thus we
may trace the history of the dispensations
of god to man

I1 will now touch in short upon the
history of moses who lived several hun-
dred years after jacob htat a period when
circumstances called for commandments
and revelations different to anyauy that had
evereveneaf r been given before atterarter having slain
the egyptian moses fled from the house
of pharaoh and went down into the land
of midian and dwelt there forty years
at a curtain time when hebe was herding
the flocks orof his father in law jethro hebe
awraw a bush burning with a very brilliant

flame this excited his curiosity and he
drew nasr and saw the bushbuah apparently
burning and yet not consumed As he
drew nearer god spoke to him out of the
burning buhbushbub 1 and told him to take the
ehah es from hisbi8 feet for the place 0onn which
he stood was holy ground he never could
have found outrut by former revelation that
the ground whereon he stood was holy
this god who appeared in the burning
bush or the angel as the case may be had
somethingsumethingbing for moses to do that
he could not possiblyoly learn from
former revelationre tn and that some-
thing was to arise and go down into
egypt and deliver gods people the des-
cendantsts of abraham isaac and jacob
from the handsbands of their enemies do you
not see that it required newnow revelation to
inform him of this faafact he was obedient
to the commandment forfur taking aaron
with him he went down into egypt and
stood before the kinlandkingand then commenced
a serieseriesL of new revelations that were won-
derful and marvelous in their nature the
revelations of todayto day however would not
suit tomorrowto morrow and those of totomorrowmorrow
would not suit the next day why be-
cause god had something new to perform
every day and that which was given yes-
terday would not be adapted to the work
god saw fit to perform todayto day or komirto mr
row hence as ottenoften as the day rolled
round newnow revelation had to be given to
mosesmosea to make known to him what the

llordlord required at hishla hand what hishia mis

blou was aliat helasbe was to dudo inia the lohsebohseurousekrouse
of pharaoh and before all the egyptians
liaiiahayingying accomplishedI1 dished these wonders by
new revelation musMosmosesesaudandaud the whole house
of israel some twenty five hundred thothou-
sand

U
in number left the land of egypt studand

came forth to the eastern border odtheof the redsea
if there bad been sectarianssectarians in that large

company they would doubtlebsa have rea-
soned with moses on this wleewise moses
what an abundance of revelation god bashas
givenguen in former timeslimes aridand have we not
enough for our guidance nownaw V I1 saybay if
there hadbad been baptiste methodists prebpres
by terianterlan members of the church of eng-
land or of any of the several hundred dlfdir
ferent sects into which christchristendom0adoni is16 now
separated this would have been their argu-
ment morabr their argument now is we
have enough and do not need any more
but moses and the children orof israel were
not influenced by such considerations for
they were placed in circumstances that re-
quired something newnow the red sea was
before them and there were mountains on
the south audsud on the north and on the west
the egyptianegyptians were pursuing thothethelandmand the
inquiry with them wewas what shallhali we di
god gave them revelation he did not
tell them to search previous revelations for
that was all that was necessary but he
gave them reVelrevelationatlon telling them what toalddo and that revelation warwat stand still
and see the salvation of god of it they
had not got this new revelation they might
have been soflo confused that instead of
standing still some would have run for
one mountain andadd some for another some
this way and some that but a newnow revela-
tion madomade them understand that their
duty instead of fleeing was to stand still
and see the salvation that god would work
out for them moses was bonitcom-
manded to smite the waters of the
red sea and he did soBO and thy
w ereerb parted asunder by the power of the
almighty and as we are informed in an-
other place they stood up like walls on
either side of the path on which the chil-
dren of israel traveledtraveed through the midst
of the sea we would naturally suppose
that water would not do this but it was a
miracle wrought by the power of the
almighty he placed the waters like
solid walls on each side of his people and
they walked through on dry shod while the
egyptian army in trying to pursue them
were overthrown in the midst orof thebesthesesthe renrea

then comes another newdow revelation
given by loinspiration to sing how the lord
had overthrown the enemies of hisbir people
bow the lord hadbad magnified his great
power and preserved his people from the
egyptian nation and delivered them from
bondageboudboudawedageaweaee the hosts of israel traveled
along from the shores of the red sea until
they came to the foot of mount sinai
where by new revelation they camped
and at a certain time the lord by newnow
revelation called moses up into the mount
and when he got there the lord saw fit to
write a certain code of lawslawa onan tables of
stoneatone 11 and after keeping moses in themouamount forty days and fortylorty nights he sentbent
bihimm down and when he got down hebe found
that the children orof iraelisrael had corrupted
themselves in the sight of the most highthighs
for they bad made unto themselves gods1 lcertain golden galves and they were woiwolwor
shipping them aaron had caused thetho
people to strip themselves naked and they
were dancing around ttiette calv s moses
was very angry not with that kind bf
augeranger watch tills the bosoms of foolish

women but that principle of jbueius
tice which burns inia the bosom of thetho
almighty burned in the bosom of
and hebe threwthrow down the tables of the cov-
enant which he bad broughtbrougb fromfro mount

and they were swsmashedabo to pieces
he called forfur those onoui the lordslards sidiside to
come out from the midst of that company
and stand with him at the sarliesortie ttimeme com-
manding them to gird ouon their swordsswords and
put to death those who were not for the
lord that waswag a newnow revelation and a
curious one was it not after all this had
taken bebo lord called moesmo es a second
time up intointo the mount by newnow revelation
and again gave him tables orof stone auaani
laws written thereon he there
the second time forty days and forckforty
nights without eating or drinking any-
thing one would suppose that hebe could
not have stood so long a period otof fasting
eighty days and eighty nights forty each
time when he had obtained the tables
the second time he came down and stood
before the children of israel and hishla
countenance shone with such brightness
that they were filled with fear and fled
from before the presenpresencepre seneeg of moses loey
could not endure the glory of hishia chuu
cenancetenance and they besought moses that the
presence of uleuie lord might not be male
manifest in their midst do you mosesmuses
go andnud talktaik with the lord you can con-
verse with him and let us know whalwhar the
lord says but do not jellel the lord come
and converse with us lestlesu we be destroy-
ed wowe tindnind that they had soBO corrupted
themselves in the sight of god that hewko
would have delighted to converse with all
the people asbis one man talks with another
was obliged to hidebide aanis presence from
them and to send ttisueliteIs teach them
moreover their 1 d become so
great that the lordnord in wrath swore
that they should nobnat enter into his rest
this was made known to them by newnow
revelation while in the wilderness or they
never could have learned it the lordalso informed them that he would not go

i up in the midst of their camps said he


