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The Bainte of Porlrua branch are ex-
ceedingly bhospitable and have always
had the reputation of being earnest,
faithful workers,

The eettlement i about fourteen
miles from Wellington, and is located
on the Purirus harbor, which abounda
with shell-fish.

Bome Lrouble exiated in the hraneh
through the gambling and horse.raclng
proclivities of the members, but thia
has uli been adjusted and & good spirit
now prevaile

The 8aints are diligent in perform-
iug their dutles, and many are earpest-
Iy praying for the time when they can
gather to Zion. :

A neat little meeting houne has been
built apnd furnished in moderu style,
where Babbath meetlngs and dally
#Karakia,” or prayers, are held, 1t is
customary with our Maori members to
agsemhble at the meetiug house, morn-
iog and evening, for prayers. lo this
braneh we are roused hy the bell ring-
ing at half-past six in the morning,
and aB this ia winter seasan 1t is Bcarce-
1y daylight at that hour.

Half sn hour isallowed for dressing
and waehing, and at seven o’clock the
second bell rings. The Balutse may
then be reen wending their way to the
meeting house; mothers carrying their
babice on their backs in true Maorl
sty.e, The services usually last about
hsaif an hour, A hymn ispung and =
chapter read frem the Bible or Book of
Mormon, after which the membere
chant or recite what they term the
“‘Rongoe Pai*’ or Gospel.

Thle consiats of passages of scripture
on the various principles of the Gospel,
and most of the members have mem-
orized all the ecriptural references to
the first principles of the Gos-
pel, the scattering and gather-
ing of lsrael, restoration of the
Gospel, tithing, ete. All present
take part in the exercises, from the
aged and feeble to the ohildren who
can only lisp the words. Bome of ths
little ones, yet unahle o read, will re-
peat correctiy many of the ecriptural
passages, After prayer, the members
disperee to altend to thelr daily duties,
but ut five we are summoned together
agsin by the riuging of the be}ll, This
routine iz continued summer and
winter, and the inclement weather
does not aflect the attendance.

The Babbath rervices are always in-
tere ting but were especially so during
the visit of the Elders sbove named,
In theBabbath school most of the clags-
e3 read.in Maorl, aud a large claes is
studying the Book of Mormon. There
is, nlgo, what i termed a "*Pgpkeha’’
¢lasp. Theteérm ‘Pakeha’?distivguishes
all foreigners frem the natives, and in
this case refere to the ULooks in use,
which areln the English language.

The members are at present studylsg
President Woodrafl*s *lLieavee from
mwy journsl.”?

Enjoyable meetinge were held while
President Btewart and the visiting
Elders were present.  After o lew days
reet the company continued their
journey porthward to attend the{Mana-
walu conference. A heavy rain was fali-
ing 58 the Elders rode forth oo horse-
back which continued till nearly neon.
We (raveled around Porirua harbor
and through the ~valley till we
reached Prelakarike hlll, neerly two
thouwsend feet above the level of the
gva, from the eummit of which we cb-

Laina;i a f'ne view of the ocean apd the
west coist, and slso the hills on the
Bouth lsland,acress Cook’s Btralt, Oa

descending {o the beach we pul spurs(d

to our horses and galloped ulong till
evening, when we reached IKatihiko,
where a family of Balnts reside.
Comfortable heds were provided for us
and we were made welcome to 8 sup-
per of hot water and bread, Next
morning we coutinued our journey
along the coast, passing & number of
wrecked vessels which had been tossed
on the beach during heavy gales, One
of these was a large ironolad sailing
vesse]l having a tounage of over 2000
pounds, and originally cost §$70,000, It
I8 in good condillon snd a company are
uow at work trying to float it again.

Inthe afternoon of the second day
we reaehed Porotanwhor, where an
aged Maori slster resides. We were
affectiovately greeted and the poor
widow did what she eould to make us
comfortable. A good fite was built in
the middie of the whare, or house, znd
whiie we warmed by the fire we Iay
on the ground under the emoke,

Qur good sietcr spread our supper on
tbe floor, coneistibg of potators and
salt seasoned with love an esteem.

The following day we reached Awa-
puni, where conference was to be held,
and great preparations bad been made
by the Salnis, who were waliting to
greet and welcome us. Ali comers
were mude happy and comfortable,and
the Maori sisters bad evidently been
busy cooking several‘ days, judging
fromt the abundabee of puddings,
sponge cakes, ete.

Qur dining table was loaded with
meats, vegetabler, jellies, Jum and
cakes, all prepared by the native slsters
of thebraneb, who are excullent cooks,
and it would he difficult to e¢xcel
them. A= we bad been,travellog in
the rain alli day we appreciated our
comforfable quarters and the warm fire
and when called to supper we proveé
our appreciation hy doing justice to the
luxuries spread before us.

On Saturday, July 2nd, 1892, the
Manawatu cobferepce waa called to
order by Elder P. P, Toomas and
opened with the usual ceremonies. Re-
ports of the presidents of branches
showed a eatisfactery condition and
thet the work was progressing. Elders
Douglss and Dunford addresced
the congregation =nd exhorted the
members to diligence. A Priesthood
mecting way held in the evening, when
President W, F, Stewart gave instruc-
tions on the duties and reeponsihilitice
of the Priesthood. He dwelt,also, on
the evils of gambling and horseracing,
atter which questious on various sul-
jects were asked aod anewered.

On Sunday morning the attendance
was largely increased, and in the fore-
noox Elder J.G. Kefron and President
Stewart addreesed the people on the
principles  and restorztion of the
Gospel, In the aftermoon a large
npumber of Ewropesn vieitors was
present, and the services were con.
ducted in both languages. DMaori
bymns with English chorlises were
sung, after which Elder B. Goddard
addressed the KEuropeans. explaining
the firet pringiples of the Gospel and
testifyfng to the mission of Joseph
8mith the Prophet., Elder Duaford
nddreesed the Maoris on the pame
subject. Qur evening meelin
was  characterized with great

—

enlhuslsem,ns it was o testimony meet.
ing, apd four Muaoris soliclted baptism,
which wae attended to the folloglng

ay.

All the Balnts deslred to bear Lhelr
testimony and our meeting continued
vntil 2 o’clock in the merning.

On the Fourth of July we did not
forget to ehow our patriotism to the
““]and of liberty,*? apd it proved to be &
memorshle day in Maorldom. The
brethren decided to celehrate Inde.
pendence Jay and appoioted a com-
mittee to draft & progrumme. DMlateria)
wag obtalned akd u sewing machine
was poon st work snd soon we had
the ‘*stars nnd etripes*? Agating to the
breeze, to the great surprize of paseers
by and to the great delight of the Mag.
riee. Our progrzmme was guite elah-
orate. The marshal ol the day, P. P,
Themas, conducted the ceremonies,
which were opened with music hy the
Harmonlea ban i,

Patriotic selections were rendered by
the CoMmbia Glee cluly, including the
s‘Btar-Spangled Banner,’? “Battle Cry
of Freedom,”’ etc. Hon. W, T. Btew.
«rl waz the orator of the duy and
Jelivered a vigorous address in the
Maorf langurge, and no siivertobgued
orator in ‘“‘the lsnd of the free™ had a
more sppreciative audience or was
more uproariouely applauded, Btump
apeeches, songs, etc,, completed an ex,
cellent entertainment and all the par.
ticlpators were gratitied with the nove)
but loyal celebration.

True patrlotismm wag evidenced by
lusty cheering a3 the atar-spangled
banuer was floated to the breeze, and
we are all as proud of the ‘“Jdear oly
flag?’ az were the nohle pioneers whp
unfurled it in Utah’s valesin *47.

PHENIX,
PavLmersroN, North N, Z,, July 11,

1892,

RAILROAL PROPERTY.

The following important opinion
from County Attorney Murphy was
delivered at the meeting of the County

court sl -filve welock Friday after.

noou:

sir.William Liynch, Assessor Balt Liake
County:

DearBir—You have submitted tome
the question, whether when a special
school tax has been ordered and duly
certified under article twelve of the
sclioo) law of 1890, it is your duty as as-
sessor Lo assess for the purpose of such
tax the property ol ratlrosd companies
Bituate lo thedtstrict in which thetax
was ordered; or whether, uvder the
nct of 1892 creating and prescribing
the duties of a ierritorial Loard cf
equalization you are precloded from
making any assessment. In the case
upor which this question atiees; the
territoriai board has in point ol’ fact
made no seeesement of so muoi of the
railroad property as lles in any partieu-
Iar one of the echool districte.

The act dves not reguire the’ terrl-
torial board lo do so. It requires the
board ““to nesese and value all  the
properiy in the Territory of Ulsh
owned by railways, etc., companies? ,
und provides that ‘‘the assessment
and valuation Lhereof zhall be finaifor
all purposes of county and territorisl
taxation.’?

The only provision for an appor-
tionment of this value hy the board
is that f1 “*shall be a pportioned by the



