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the saints of porirua branch are ex-
ceedinglycee hospitable and have always
had the reputation of being earnest
faithful workers

the settlementbettlement isis about fourteen
miles from wellington and isin located
on the harbor which abounds
with bell fish

some trouble existed in the branch
through the gambling and horse racing
proclivities of the members but this
has all been adjusted and a good spirit
now prevails

the saints are diligent in perform-
ing their duties and many are earearnestneat
ly prayingg for the time when they can
gather to zionZ ion

A neat little meeting house has been
built and furnished in modern style
where sabbath meetings and daily

kadakiaKa rakia or prayers are held it is
customary with our maori members to
assemble at the meeting house morn-
ing and evening for prayers in this
branch we keare roused by the bell ring
ing at half past six in the morning
waidd as this isin winter season it toIs scarce-
ly daylight at that hour

half an hour is allowed for dressing
and washing and at seven the
second bell rings the saints may
then be seen wending their way to the
meeting house mothers carrying their
babies on their backs in true maori

the services usually last about
half an hour A hymn is sung and a
chapter read from the bible or book of
mormon aterafter which the members
chant or recite what they term the
bongo pailpai or gospel
thle consists of passages of scripture

on the various principles of the gospel
and most of the members have mem-
orized all the scriptural references to
the first principles of the gos-
pel the scattering and gather-
ing of israel restoration of the
gospel tithing etc allail present
take partinpart in the exercises from the
agelandaged and feeble to the childrenohi idren who
can only lisp the words some of the
little ones yet unable to read will re-
peat correctly many of the scriptural
passages after prayer the members
disperse to attend to theirthair dallydaily duties
but at five we are summoned together
again by the ringing of the bell this
routine is continued summer and
winter and the inclement weather
does not affect the attendance

the sabbath services are always in
tore ungting but were especially so during
the visit of the elders above named
in the sabbath school most of the class-
es maori and a large classclan is
studying the bok of mormon there
isin also what is termed a
classclan the term lakebaPakeba 11 distinguishes
all foreigners from the natives and in
this casecame refers to the books in use
which are in the english language

the members are at present studying
president woodruffs leaves from
my journal 11

enjoyable meetings were held while
president stewert and the visiting
elders were present after a few days
rest the company continued their
journey northward to attend
aatu conference A heavy rain was fall-
ing asam the elders rode forth on horse-
back which continued till nearly noonDOOD
we traveled around harbor
and through abdtbdtb valley till we
reached hill nearly two
thousand feet above the level of the
sea from the summit of which we ob

tamed a fine view of the ocean and the
west boistco and also the hills on the
south IslandIslands acrosscross cookacook strait on
descending to the beach we put spursspun
to our horseshone and galloped along till
evening when we reached Ratilitko
where a family of saints reside
comfortable beds were provided for us
and we were made welcome to a sup-
per

nip-
per of hot water and bread next
morning we continued our journey
along the coast passing a number of
wrecked vessels which hadbad been tossed
on the beach during heavy gales one
of these was a large ironclad bailing9
vessel having a tonnage of over 2000
pounds and originally costcoet it
toIs in good condition and a company are
nowBOW at work trying to float it again

in the afternoon of the second day
we reached where an
aged maori sister resides we were
affectionately greeted and the poor
widow did what she could to make usue
comfortable A good fitefile was built in
the middle of the or housebouse and
while we warmed by the fire we lay
on the ground under the smoke

our good sisterbister spread our supperaupper on
the floor consisting of potatoes and
saltalt seasoned with love an esteem
the following day we reached awa

puni where conference was to be holdheld
and great preparationspreparation had been made
by the saints who were waiting to
greet and welcome us all comers
were mademad happy and comfortable and
the maori sisters had evidently been
busy cooking several days judging
from the abundance of pudpuddingsdinge
sponge cakes etc
our dining table was loaded with

mestasmeats vegetable jolliesjellies jam and
cakes all prepared by the native sisters
of the branch who are excellent cooks
and it would be difficult toao excel
them Asan we had been traveling in
theraldthe rain all day we appreciated our
comfortable quarters and the warm fireare
and when called to supper we proved
our appreciation by doing justice to the
luxuries spread before us

on saturday july 2ndand 1892 the
conference waswaa called to

order by elder P P thomas and
opened with the usual ceremonies re-
ports of the presidents of branches
8showed a satisfactory condition and
that the work was progressing elders
douglas and dunford addressed
the congregation and exhorted the
members to diligence A priesthood
meeting was held in the evening when
president W F stewart gave instruc-
tions on the duties and responsibilities
of the priesthood he on
the evils of gambling and horse racing
after which quoitquestionsions onOB various sub-
jects were asked ADandd adfansweredJ

on sunday morning the attendance
wasas largely increased and in the fore-
noon elder JG kelson and president
stewart addressed the people on the
principles and restoration of the
gospel in the afternoon a large
number of european visitors was
present and the services were con-
ducted in both languages maori
hymns with english choruses were
sung after which elder B goddard
addressed the europeans explaining
the first principles of the gospel and
testifyingbeati tying to the missionminion of joseph
smith the prophet elder dumford
addressed the maorislaoris on the same
subject our evening meeting
was characterized with great

enthusiasmas it was a testimony meet-
ing and four maoria solicited baptism
which was attended to the follfollowing
day

all the saintsbainte desired to bear their
testimony and our meeting continued
until 2 in the morning

on the fourth of july we did notmot
forget to show our patriotism to the

landcland of liberty ap and it proved to be a
memorable day in the
brethren decided to celebrate inde
pendence day and appointed a com-
mittee to draft a grammepro material
was obtained and a sewinglowing machine
was soonboon at work and sooneoon we had
the starsstare and stripes I floating to thetee
breeze to the great furrate of passerpanels
by and to the great delight of the mao
ries our programme waswag quite elab-
orate the marshal of the day P p
thomas conducted the cereceremoniesmoul
which were opened with music by thetb
harmonica ban I1

patriotic selections were rendered by
the CollincarambiaCorambiabia glee club including the
star spangled banner battle cry

of freedom etietc hon W Ttsowstow
art waswaa the orator of the day and
delivered a vigorous address in the
maori language and no silver tongued
orator in the land of the freeree hadhaax
more appreciative audience or wak
more uproariously applauded stump
speeches songs etc completed an ozex
cellena entertainment and all the parDW

were gratified with the novo
but loyal celebration

true patriotism was evidenced to
lusty cheering aa the star spillingspanga
banner waswaa floated to the breeze andan
we area all asan proud of the dear
flag as were the noble pioneers wf
unfurled it in vales in 47 I1
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PROPERTY

the following important opinion
from county attorneyy murphy was
delivered at the meeting of the county
court at five friday after
noonDOOD

mcwilliammr william lynch assessorsalt lakolake
county

dear sir you have submitted tome
the question whether when a special
school tax has been ordered and duly
certified under article twelve of the
school law of 1890 it lais your duty as as89
senor to assess for the purpose of suchcuch
tax the property of railroad companiescompanieg
situate in the district in which the tax
was ordered or whether under the
autact of 1892 creating and prescribing
the duties of a territorial board af
equalization you are precluded from
making any assessment in the clancase
upon which this question miearideo the
territorial board hallha in point of NObaet
made no assessmentasseg of so much of the
railroad property as lies in any parpardieupartitieucu
lar one of the school districts

the act dues not requirejire the terri-
torial board to do soBO it requires the
board to ariess and value all tin
property in the territory of ut
owned by railways etc compcompaniesanlO
and provides that the amess meol

J

and valuation thereof shall be final for
all purposes of county and territorial
taxation 2

the only provision for an appo-
rtionmenttionment of this value by the beao
is that it shall be apportioned by


