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parents who are inclined to back-
bite to deceive to defraud to be
hypocritical in regard to any princi-
ple of the gospel if we would
have the rising generation grow up
in faith it is imperatively necessary
that we should manifest our faith
by our works

if there is infidelity in the midst
of the latter day saints and in the
young the older people are measur-
ably responsible for that infidelity
if the children can discover from
the very earliest moments that the
older people among the latter day
saints are consistent and honest
and can discover in their lives that
they love the principles they profess
and they live by them it makes
them happy it makes them honor-
able it makes them respectable and
they recognize that their parents
in their lives are better than the
infidel better than people of other
denominations they find that their
fathers and mothers have greater
faith greater influence with god
their prayers are answered and
they begin in early life to taste also
of the good spirit of the lord and
appreciate its blessings following
measurably in the footsteps of their
parents

how satisfactory it will be for
parents to discover their children
thiva following in their wake to
find their sons and daughters filled
with faith but if there is apathy
in the parents or in the older peo-
ple in the midst of the latter day
saints if there is a neglect of duty
then children become sceptical
they cannot believe that the older
people axeare honest and conscientious
because they do not live according
to their profession if children dis-
cover their parents are neglectful
today in regard to the work of the
lord the purposes of the almighty
the kingdom which the lord has
established if children discover I1
say a lack of faith in their parents
or doubt or misgiving can we hopshope
to wesee the children very firm in the
faith why no if a man would
establish his own family his own
children in the faith he himself
must be a consistent of that
faith

children have good sense people
generagenerallyuny have some good sense
somegome good judgment andnd they have
the faculty of weighing one another

taking measure and stock of one
another they come to this ability
quite early in life and if we have
the gospel asais we profess as we have
borne testimony through all these
yearsyearn it will be profitable to us to
honor that gospel and to honor god

by living according to the require-
ments of the gospelgoepel we have
been taught from the beginning
that it is important for every lauterlatter
day saint to have the testimony of
jesus the spirit of prophecy abid-
ing in his heart every individual
man every individual woman
should have the spirit of the lord
abiding in his or her heart should
know for themselves what the gos-
pel really is they should not de-
pend upon the presence of bishops
elders presidents or apostles but
should themselves be able to stand
by the support of the lord
whether these officers are present or
not to labor with them they ought
to be able to stand together for a
number of years

during the experience the church
has had in the last few years many
of the chief brethern have been out
of the way they have not been
easily reached their voices have
not been frequently heard amongst
the people and in their meetings to
a degree there has grown a kind of
coldness a spirit of lassitude among
the latter day saints this ought
not to be and itbetokens a weakness
in the feithfaith of the people where such
is the case they should be more
enthusiastic and faithful to local
ministers the lesser priesthood and
all the servants of the lord who
have the privilege of being at home
should be more industrious and
faithful in the absence of their
seniors so that the church shall not
suffer it ought not to suffer the
lord has so ordained that in every
ward in every stake and in every
department of the kingdom at home
and abroad the Melchi sedek priest-
hood shall preside there is not a
branch of the church perhaps in
in the world today without a priest
or a man bearing the priesthood of
Melchi sedek standing at its headbead
there is not a family in the church

if the families are 0organizedagani zed as
they should be without an elder
a man bearing the Melchi sedek
priesthood standing at the head a
nmanian who is entitled to approach the
lord and to receive revelations
through the inspiration of the
almighty in regard to the duties
which devolve upon him as the
president of a family a ward a9
stake or a quorum or to receive the
word of god in regard to his own or
another s life and to know whether
he is in the path of duty and safety
the lord has thus provided and
made us a nation of ministers
ministers of righteousness

suppose that during these four
yearsyean that have last passed because

I1 was not able to meet with the
latter day saints in this tabernacle
and in other places and was not i

allowed to partake of the sacrament
I1 had grown callous and careless

and neglected my prayers duties
and obligations and refused to
speak when the opportunity offered
suppose that I1 had refused to write
when the opportunity offered to
answer questions or to give instruct
tion because I1 was not allowed to
minister in public as I1 was wont to
do in former times suppose I1 hadbad 4

concluded that I1 would do nothing
now for the next four years that I1
would not give counsel exhort or
teach the people when the oppo-
rtunity offered in private or in pub
lielic if I1 had taken such a course I1
would have been condemned the j
brothers and sisters who have taken
to that sort of course during the last
four years are condemned already f

and the fruit of their carelessness
and of their indifference will be
made manifest in due time genet
ally when trouble comes upon tb s

latter day saints either as a com-
munity or as individuals they seek
to come closer to the lord and that 4

is what they ought to do perhaps
they ought to live closer to hiitt f
when there are no troubles but
whether there are troubles andana
dangers or not certainly they ought
to approach the lord they ouge
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to pray with greater fervency thetlathe
ought to fast and pray they ought 1
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to testify and seek the counsel 0of 4
the almighty and not neglect th
gift which god gave to them when 0ai

they were baptized but they shou
cultivate it and it should grol
stronger in them so that out w f
every difficulty we may
stronger just as men who go 000
a mission return stronger in tb

faith than when they started
now the latter day saints abovb

have kept the commandments w
god will 00comeme out of their tri k

and persecutions with greater fai
ewhen the clouds pass away 1
7

1

they had when the clouds gatherlgather 0 t
around them in times of dark0dos
and peril and the threaten bigO ottw

1
the powers of evil we ought to 1

the closer together there 0

not to be division schism Aness nor indifference on the pava
the people but every man a 5

ajiwoman should be more
and faithful to the lord thanthaUal y
have been in times of peace
brally Wsthis is the case

how about the latter day
during the last four years
progress have they made
advancement individually


