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have seldom olfif ever left anything they
were applied bo unfinished
tory or unprofitable

AN IMPART AL publication
I1

progress is the appropriate name of a
monthly magazine published in chi-
cago

j

cage by the universality association in
the interests of university and worlds
congress extextensionengom it is edrededited by mr
edmund buckley ph D the issues
ofat the magazine that have come to this
office are devoted to religious subjects
which are treated on and

which is seldom the case in other
religious journals with impartiality
we find articlesarvicles on the lifeifeI of christ
the lives of0 the apostles biblical the-
ology christianity compared with
other religions the history of the jews
the Chirichristian church and so on the
july number is devoted to the mor-
avian church the mormon church
the new jerusalem church the presby-
terian church the protestant episcopal
chuich the reformed church and the
reorganized church of jesus christ
of latter day saints each of these is
furnished by some leading writer of the

and the con-
cise statements at the char

are therefore of peculiar
value to the student of comparative
religion

the article on the mormon church
was furnished by president franklin
D richards of the church
of jesus christ of latter day saints at
the request of the editor of Pwprogressgrees
it is well written and instructive we
reproduce it below convinced that it
will be of general interest to the readers
of the newsnewis

THE MORMON CHURCH
by

ELDER FRANKLIN D RICHARDS
salt lake city utah

church historian
the church of jesus christ of lat

ter day saints commonly called the
IMmormonormom church was organized
april oth 1830 atait fayette seneca
county new york joseph smith jun
being accepted as the first elderbider and
oliver cowdery as the second elder of
the church the members composing
the body of the church were believers
in god the Pafarthierithker toint jesusjesua christ his
son and inim the holy ghost they had
repented of their sinsaims and had been
baptized by immersion in water forthefor the
remisremissionslon of sinsains and were confirmed
members of the church by the laying
on of the hands of the elders who
sealed uponi them the gift of the holy
ghost withwi th the privilegeege of
and enjoying all the gifts and powers
which caime from the possessionspossessioni of that

in olden times this was done
by teverevelationlabon and commandment of the
most high god who with jesus christ
his son had appeared tobo joseph
smith lainla heaheavenlyheavenvendyfly an angel
otof god had also appeared youth-
ful prophet and disclosed to him the

spotpot where TeiLrecordslOrds of the original in
habithabitats of the Ameramerleanleam
were hidden which after repeatedted via-
tta and instructions from the angel
were delivered lotoirate his hands they

JV consisted of a number of memetallictaIlle
I1 plates having the appearance of gold

on which were inscribed on both sidesbides
hieroglyphics namai ting the history
tavetravelsIs rise and fall of a colony
brought upon this contin enit at the
scattering of people from the tower of
babel and of a laterlaiter migration of
israelites from jerusalem when zede-
kiah was king of judea the
of those people was described and par-
ticularsticulars were givenalven of thiethe
ment efaf the church ofbiot christ among
them by his appearappearanceame toin personpemon after

his resurrection and ascension with
the plates was the waa thum
hiim by means of which and the gift
and power of god joseph smith trans-
lated a por Uonblon of the record which hadbad
bbeen abridged and compiled by a
prophet among those ancient people
named mormon the book thus trans-
lated Is therefore called the book of
Mornmormonron and it has been published in
several languages

previous to the organization bifvif the
church joseph smithnaithSr and oliver cow-
dery had been visited by Johjohirorythethe bap-
tist who conferredcont erred upon them the

priesthood with the authority
tofco baptize for the remission of sins
and also at a later diate by peter
james and john who ordained them
apostles of jesus christ with author-
ity to confer the holy ghost upon bap-
tized repentant believers by the lay-
ing on of hands also to organize and
eotaestablishblish the church of christ in all
its fullness preparatory to the second
advent of the savior guided by the
spirit of revelation the prophet seer
and revelator joseph smith proceed-
ed to fulfill his mission the gospel
was preached the holy ghost was
poured out upon converts and was
manifested tnin healings miracles
tongues prophecy
visions and all theithe gifts enjoyed in
the primitive christian church men
were called by revelation to fill the
vtvariousarious offices of the church including
apostles seventies elders priestsPrie ets
teachers aandnd deacons bishops evan-
gelistsgelistage liststs etc and missionaries were sent
out intoatrio the world to preach the gospel
withoutut purse or scrip people who
received their testimonybany that the goa
pel and church of christ had been re-
stored to earth obtained a witness
from god persopersonallycally of the truth of
these things and as the elect of god
gathered from all parts of the earth to
the bosom of the church in america

persecutionpets raged against the church
from the beginning AMali blinds of mis-
representation were resorted to by its
enemies the aadnes were driven from
their possessions in Mismissouri and after-
wards in illinoisIlli mods manymany of them were
slaughtered by mobs their property
was confiscate dandand inim 1844 on june

the Prof phet joseph smith and his
brother hyrum were shot to death by

with blackened faces at81
carthageCarthagie illinois subsequently the
body of the saints were driven from
the city of Xaunauvoo which they had
built on the bansbatiks of the missis-sippi and under the leleadership of brig-
ham young who was the presidentident
of the twelve apostles the persecuted

made their waywat toito winter quar-
ters on the banks of the missouri
river near where council bluffs now
stands it was there that the mormon
battalion of five hundred able bodied
men were enlistedenli sted altaft the call of thepresidentPresiderrt of the united states to aid
their country in the war with mexico
they were the strengthstrengUh of the body of
the church but were parted with in
the true spirit of patriotism they
made an unparalleled march across the
deserts to their destination leaving
their farrid lies to struggle for existence
in thenmien unsettled region in 1847
the famous journey from the missouririver across the plains and mountains
was aaccomplished by brigham young
and the pioneers numbering one hund-
red landand forty three men three womenmen
and two children they reached the
spot where saltbatt lakedake city now stands
july of chait year the great
temple costing more than three arfmil-
lion

11

dollarsdollar rears its towersbowers on the
spot where brigham young dedeclaredgared
at ehat time here we will build the
temple of our god

the church of jesus christ of lat
ter day saints has kowits branches in
all the nations and upon many

islands of the sessea it hashae sixteen
hundred elders in the in fasion field
laboring without pay its membership
numbers about it has four
magnificent temples in which are ad-
ministered ordinances for the living
and the dead it is presided over by
lorenzo snowsnow george Q cannon
and joseph F smith apostles of je-
sus christ holding the keys of itheattie biligking-
dom of heaven with the binding and
loosing power which christ conferred
upon peter james and john and
which they restored to earth it has
twelve apostles to open the door of
the kingdom in all nationsnat ionis and set in
order the affairs of the church it has
all the orders of the ChrlOt lian ministry
and priesthood which were in the
church during the first cerpcenturytury of the
christianchris than era it administers the same
ordinances and enjoys the same
power spiritual gifts and divine com-
municationsmunica tiong as were then bestowed

mormonism affirms the personalitypersonaltty of
god and the universal diffusion of his
spirit as the anfe and ight of all things
it teaches that the spirit of avain is the
offspring of god and existed as a
living entity before the incorporation in
a mortal body that it will not only con-
tinue after death butbat will be clothed
upon with a resurrected body in such
degreeffdegree of gloryanngloatory and progress as ttit shall
be fitted torfor by the deeds done in the
flesh that all mackidd will be raised
from the dead and be judged accord-
ing to their works that in order to
gain the celestial or highest degree ofat
glory men emdaad women must babe bom
of water by baptism and otat the
spiritspart by the gift of the holy ghost
obtained through the laying on ofoc
hands and must then uvelive by every
word that edeth out of the
mouth of god that punishment will
be awarded to the wicked according
tto their demerits that while gods pun-
ishment Is eternal because he tsIs the
eternal lawgiver sinners receive of0 that
punishment in degree andad for the nec-
essary time to bring them tobo repent-
ance and reformreiformationeAdon that the gos-
pel preached tobd men in the flesh tois and
will be preached to those in the spirit
who have departed from the body with-
out the opportunity of receiving the
pure truth as revealed from heaven
that the Uvingliving saints may inin
sacred places in behalf of their dead
ancestors and relatives in theithe ordi-
nances necessary torfor salvation tw
the coming of the savior toth relianrelign as
xingking otof kings is near at hand andaad that
this gospel of the kingdom lipla to be
preached to all nalwaltonstons as a6 witness of
his advent that the kingdoms of this
world will become the klat OCboije god
and his christ that satan will be
bound the earth be cle Toed from cpr

and the glory of god wilt cov-
er it as the waters covercove the deep11 Wjod
that eventually all miamkind with lelae

exception of the sone of perdition who
sin agaagainstfinst the holy ghost after hav-
ing received it WISwill he saved in dosome
degree of happiness anad

glory
marriage among the latter UYday

saints laIs a it its
torfor timetame and for all etereternitywity it Is searedsealed
on earth by one bavine divine author-
ity and tois therefore scaled tvin heaven
death may part the paar torfor ola amemmenae
but the bond befog eternal uetee
sundered by death or by any power
thatbatba t lais not divine this unonunion of the

sexes is essential to perfect
in the celestialcelesttal world the marriage
does not tatetake place in or atterthe res-
urrectionur but in this life where theafie
plpartiesartles are tested in their sitton
those personspera who arrive at no higher
condition than that of anisanigelB weaxe alm

11I spirits unto the bojdona and
daughters of god who a far
movemoire and eltereternalwJ waad exceedingexceedine
waights otof gloryglary the redeemedredeeraed and


