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toldtold in the dispatches today of what
has happened to louisville the
metropolis of Henkentuckytucky in
spite of himself a feeling of
awe comes over a man most
hardened against suchpuch a sentiment
when he reads of the appalling
work done by the mysterious forces
that inflict devastation under the
form of the cyclone

at this hour pm it is im-
possible to surmise whether the

A press telegrams have overstated the
calamity or whether the dead may
not far exceed the number given in
them obviously men on the
ground could not arrive at ac-
curacycuracy within the time which
has elapsed since the tornado
struckattack the city I1itc is to beba hoped
however that the consternation
with which the inhabitants must
have been overwhelmed has made
the disaster seem greater than it
really is and that a deliberate in-
vestigationvesti gation into its extent will
prove the lossion of life and property
much amsmalleriler than isif now supposed

further particulars of the terrible
event will be awaited with feverish
interest all over this country and
anxious sympathy throughout the
civilized world in its suddenness
destructiveness and extended pro
portionsions it would to have few
parallels in modern history

THE STREET FRANCHISE DISPUTE

THE street railroad franchise
question is engaging a considerable
degree of public attention and the
course of the citcity council on the
subject is being closely watched

some notable features appeared in
the proceedingsproceed lips

1of last evenings
session of the council A refresolu-
tion

alu
was introduced to the effect

thatchat no franchise should be here-
after granted to any street railroad
corporation or company that did notnot
contain a provision requiring the
granleesgranteesgran tees to pay to the city a propor-
tion of the gross receipts resulting
from the enterprise this resolu-
tion might have apappearedreared
consistent had it pawedpassed as
originally presented this was
not done howeverhowever as councilman
W F james offered an amend-
ment by which the same principle
regarding the embargo on a portion
of thothe gross receipts of railroad com-
panies would be applied to existing
franchises strange to say the resolu-
tion passed as analnended mr pem
brokes motion a very prop r one
to reconsider and refer was lost

the resolution shows regrettable
ignorance of one of the plainest

principles of the national constitu-
tion that no ex post facto law is
valid there is another element of
invalidity in it the resolution as
amended impairs the obligation of
contracts ahethe existing franchises
are in the nature of contracts made
between the municipality and the
parties to whom they were accorded

it is the height of absurdity to pre-
sume that one of the parties to a con
tract can without the consent of
the other inject a new obli-
gation had the council not
chosen to ignore the city attorney
but referred the matter to him and
acted upon what worldwould doubtless
have been his recommendation
they would have obviated the pain-
ful iclecle which their I1 norance
of the commonest principles of sense
and law pauses them to present

the holdersholder of existing franchises
wwillI1 I1 I1 dodoubtlessuatless not lose any consiconsider-
able

der
quantity of sleep over the reso-

lution as it amounts to no more
than so much wind A condition
not incorporated in the franchises
could not be enforced having no
legal existence

A LAST WORD

ourOUK liberal morn-
ing contemporary now tries to dodge
and creep out of itsite former position
as to what the DESERET NEWS has
said about the so called industrial
home of ourse it calls names
and substitutesatutes eapexpexpletiveset ves foror argu-
ment and in its usual style iuin
crawling out of a dilemma asks a
great many questions among them
are these

does not the know that the
hornehome would be filled in a week were
tithe church to take its chains from its
people has not the under
orders fully notified all theeabe people that
the institution isin bad that itip was
founded as an enemy of the confnasty
tenet of the mormon faith and must
be avoided is not that the impression
that it has carried to the heart of every
mormon

the answer to each query is em-
phatically no we do not know or
believe that the home would be
filled in a week or a year or a
dozen years by the kind of inmates
it was pretended would rush into it
if congressCon giess would only vote the
money asked for and to obtain which
so many flaby falsehoods were told

there have been no chainschain put
on anybody to prevent their going
to the institution antiani there hashaa
been no need of any no one but
indolent and naturally mendicant
persons except children andnl paid
offiti ils have sojournedsojourned within its
walls and even they have hastened
from it as soon as possible

the NEWS has never received
any orders 91 or advice or intima-
tion from any source to notify the
people about the concern and it
has not notinotifiedbed anybody that the
institution is bad or thathat it was

founded noas an enemy 66 any par-
ticular tenet inanastysty or otherwise
that is not the impression which
it has conveyed to the heart li of any
one so far as we are aware

the impression we have endeav-
ored to convey and which we think
we have made is that there was no
need for the concern and that the
money to establish it was gaigainedtied by
false pretenses and the utterance of
scandalous storistorieses witwithouthou dounda
tion or excuse that the home ap

is ELa failure tois now being demon-
strated and the tribune bully is
badly rattled over it and so resorts
to his accustomed expletives to
cover his chagrin he can go on
with impunity we are of the
opinion that the facts are as percep-
tible to the public asaa hisbis impotent
rage and useless scurrility

discussing THE TARIFF

thimTHE fact that the inhabitants of a
territory do not share in national
elections nor national legislation is18

the main reason why such questions
as that of the tariff do not receive
much attention from them heret-
ofore such topics have not been
much discusdiscussed in utah but for
reasons not necessary to be recited
here more consideration is being
given to them of late thauthan formerly
A class of young men is growing
up in this territory who take pleas-
ure in investigating such subjects
which is of course commendable
but care should be taken to use only
such methods in mattingmaking such in-
quiriesqueriesqu iries as will lead to the truth it
were better to leave a subject entire-
ly glonealone than to take a coursecoarse in
dealing with it that will have the
effect to fasten error upon the mind

the debate upon free trade which
took place in the fourteenth wardard
assembly rooms march an
account of which is given elsewhere
in this issue has suggested these re-
flections the speakers six in

were all young men of excep-
tional ability and possessed of intel-
lectual cabaicapacityity and attainments
which promised much for the future
career of elcheach and they all seenseemedried
earnest an honest in advocating and
supporting their respective views
there were a goodly number of
ladlesladies present but a glanceglanc over thothe
audience showed it to consist main-
ly of young men who have hithertohithertoD


