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elders always ready torfozor duty noko salarbaiarsalarieded

preachers la the church no compulsion in
thotha work ofct thathe elders the liberty of

J law binsin brings its righteous-
ness1 nessaa suroburo reward assumption orof divinadivino
authority Refit oration of the ancientpriest-
hood Rellreilreligiongionglon in politics theche secret bal-
lot thetho one man power theche liquor trat
nonc civil and religious freedom for all
theche effects of Msthis work on thothe world

wnWE always feel it our duty when
called upon to undertake any task
which may be imposed upon us by
our brethren in authority in the
church no matter how unexpected
it may bbe tto0 us or how much we
nanymay shrink from the duty we are
called upon to perform brother
goss who has just spoken to us t
the call of the servants of god weitaweiwel

I1

to his native land to preach the ace
felfeipelel every other elder in the
hurchchurch holds himself ready that
is if he Isia inafi the line of hlahis duty
to respond to a similar call also it re
quiren to do soeo to officiateclato at home

1 we hayehave no paid ministry lain this
church no hired clergy either to
freachpreach at home or to go out as mis-

sionariessionaries but every man in the
1 church who has received a test

mony of the truth and a portion of
the holy priesthood which Is gen-
erally disused among the male
members of the church stands
ready to perform any duty in con
lection with hlahis calling in the min-
istry I1 am called upon this after-
noon to speak to this congregation
andnd I1 respond in thisthia spirit the
spirit I1inn which our brethren go
aboardd tot0 preach the gospel or stay
at home andnud preach it or go to bomesome
distant vartpart of the territory and
help to ccolocoioionizeniza it or to perform any
other work that Isia necessary for the
general good for the building up of
thetthe church of christ and for the
benefit of the people belonging to
that church who have beenheen gath
ered from various nations
it Isia supposed by a great many peo

pie that therethero is a spirit of tyranny
and oppression existing lain this
church wielded by a few men or
concentrated in one man who standsr at the head by which the people
are coerced inoin 0 certain lines of ac
tion it is supposed that our breth-
ren who are called upon at our con-

s gerencesferen cesees to go to various parts of the
world in the interest of the church
act under this compulsion now
thisthia is a very great mistake it
teems difficult to convince people
who are not of our faith that there
is not some coercive power or organ-
ization among the latter day saints
by which people are obliged todo

3 this that or the other they have
not learned the secret of the power

1 that exists in thisthia organization
they could find it out if they

F would investigate but it is very dif-
ficult indeed to get people who do
not believe asaa we do to look at this
thing with any degree of impartial-
ity they are so prejudiced against
jtit they think that it must be
wrong to start with and hence do
not look into it in the way they
should if they want to nindend out the
truth now the spirit that actuates
the latter day saints has been man-
ifested tain the remarks of brother
gossgosa who has just returned from a
mission to his native land he did
not come to utah to find out if this
thing called mormonism was
true or not he found that out in
his own native land he heard the
principles of the gospel and was led
to believebelleve them and believing them
he was baptized into the church
hands were laid upon him by the
elders and hohe received the holy
ghost which gave him a testimony
that the work waswaa true that la
what moves the people to come here
from all parts of the world sobo with
the elders who are called upon at
conference or at other times by the
presiding authorities of the church
and sustained by the vote of the
people to perform any labor or mis-
sion of a public character they are
ready at once and they start to do it
willingly and cheerfully athoughalthough
somegomesometimestimes they shrink verytery much
from the task before them because
they know the call Isia right they
know they are engaged in a great
and glorious work they have a tes-
timony within themselves that it is
true and that it has come
from god they have a

perfect assurance a knowledge they
callcail it bomesome people may dispute
technically as to whether it Is
knowledge or not but it is knowl-
edge to them they are as sure
that it jaIs true and that it la13 divine
as that they are alivealite thatisthat ia pret-
ty near to knowledge if it is not
exact knowledge and because of
this they are ready to perform any
woricwork at home or to take their grip
backssacks in their hands and start out
abroad at their own expense they
receive imno salary they do not ex-
pect to gain any earthly revarrewardciscip but
they are of the firm conviction that
it is their bounden dutydoty to help
their fellow menman to comecomo to the
same know eledge asaa they havohava ar-
rived at themselves and they are
not only willing to do this but jfif it
isia a temporal labor that they are
called upon to perform if they have
the spirit of their calling and duty
they are just as willing to perform
that temporal duty as to act in a
spiritual capacity are theyobliged
to do this no they act in tho

of selbelselfbelfif sacrifice trying to do
good because they feel under obliga-
tion servants of god to do any-
thing they can to help build up thibthis
great latter day work which god has
commenced in the earth

bomesomo people saybay they cannot un-
derstandder stand how it Isia that these latter
day saints are so united unless
they are held together by some se-
cret bond or some kind of tyranny
they cannot understand how it is
that when the leaders of the peo
pla speak the people are willing to
move in a body with scarcely a dis-
senting voicevolcey junices it Is that they
are terrorized or coerced by some
power that is not known on the out-
side now all the bondagebandage and ter-
rorism thatthai exist in this church is
the terrorism and bondage if such
a thing can be of conaciconscienceence the
latteriatter day saints not only firmly
believe in thisthia work but have
received a spiritual influence which
hashns given them an inward testi-
mony of knowledge that this work
Is otof god they have no doubt
no dubiety they know it is true
hence anen any movement Is nec-
essary for the building up of the
great work of god which they know
to be true they feel it Is their ciueluduly
to respond that isia all the bondage
there is that isia all the terrorism
therthereeiseibis webehavehavehavo in thibghis church
and in thisthib territory perfect liberty
the gospel isia the perfect law ot
liberty betit is the liberty which
Is confined to that which laIs right
there is no true liberty outside the
bounds ot wholesome law when
we act outside the limits of proper
law and claim that to be liberty it
Isia not liberty it is license and it is
injurious to the individual and to
the mass if thisthib people called lat
ter day saints obey any instructions
that they may receive from the
brethren who are appointed to lead
them they do so in the spirit of lib-
erty they do not do it because
they choose to do it they do it be-
cause they are willing to do it they
donotdo not perform the duty because
they are obliged to do it because of
any coercive power exercised over
them or because they will be called
Uupon to submit to any penalty butRItheyOT do it because they please to do
itsit and they please to do it
it Is right 1 admit that sometimes
they may do things which seem at
first to be irksome they could re
fuse but they feel that if they do
refuse they will suffer losaiosa in what
way their religion teaches them
that every good thing that they do
Isia bound to bring its reward and
that every evil thing which they do
isia sure to bring its punishment
either in this world or in the world
to come that isaIs that binsin inevitably
brings its penalty and that right-
eousness certainly brings reward
Therthereforeeireelre if a latter nay saint Isia
called upon to perform anything in
connection with thisthia which he feels
it is his duty to do and he neglects
that duty he expects at some time
to bsbe punished or suffer loss for that
neglect

our organization Is a very glorious
one atlanit is a perfect organization
perfect because it is divine it was
not made by man it was not orig-
inated by joseph smith or by any
of his associates it came down
from above direct from the eternal
worlds it was not taken out of the
bible it was not taken out of the
book of mormon or any other book
although it is the same organization
that existed olloilon the earth in previous
ages brief accounts of which inpatchespatches here and there may be
fountinloundfound in the various books which
compose the bible but it was not
taken out of that book god Aalg 1tty rrevealedev aled it11 and the au-
thority

au-
thotho r1 y whichh h menen exercise in thehfthetho anauthorityorlay of01 the priest

hood did notmot comecomo out otof the
bosoms or brains of men it came
by direct manifestation from on
high heavenly helega who were
once earthly beings men whowigo once
lived on the earth holding that au-
thoritythorit yandand who passedpaused away and
have progressed calicailcall it evolution
if you pleasepleaec have c-omedome back to
the earth and ordalordainedned men to the
same authority and priesthood
which they heldhoid these men did
not take this authority upon them-
selves from reading the last chapter
of matthew and mark in which we
read that jesus christ sent out
eleven men and told them to go to
all the world and preach the gospel
in his name A great many
christian ministers have assumed

the authority given to those eleven
to no one else men who

held this authority in ancient times
on the earth and have gone into a
higher sphere in the due course of
their progression by divine com-
mandmentmandment have come back to earth
and ordained men to the authority
and power and priesthood which
they held while they were in the
flesh that is why wo claim that
the authority to administer in the
name of the lord is in this church
and ininn no other church on the earth
that all other so called
acosacobare purlousspurious wedowe do not say that
therethero are not good men in other de
nominations claiming to hold au-
thority to preach and administer in
the name of the lord but we claim
that they lavolave no authority in real
ity because they have
declared that all communication
has been shut offon from the heavens
for hundreds of years and as there
has been no communication from
the heavens for hundreds of years
no authority could havobave been con-
ferred unless it was continuous
from the daysclays of the apostles to the
present day but most of those
persons who now claim to hold au-
thority from god to preach and to
administer in the ordinances of the
gospel repudiate the idea that the
authority was continuous and de-
clare that after the days of the apos-
tles darknessdar knees came in thatthac the
world went astray and that an
abominable chulchchuich arose in the
place of that which was established
by jeans and his apostles
now this authority which has been
sent down from god out of
is similar in its nature to that exer
blaed by men about whom we read
in the bible we read about one in
thothe patriarchal ages called melchie
dek who held this priesthood
abraham went and paid wehis tithing
to him after he camecamei back from
overcoming those kings that he con-
quered Melchisedek we are told
was the prince of salem and he
was a priest of the moat high god
and after many generations had
passed away jesus of nazareth
came upon the earth and claimed to
have that same priesthood he was
called to be a priest after the order
of meichiMelchi that is he had the
same kind of priesthood that mel
chiehisedek had we read a little
about this Melchi sedek in the epis-
tle of paul to the hebrewsHebrewBs and
about the priesthood he held somebome
people in reading this confound the
priesthood or authority which mel
chisedek had with the man himself
they read it that he was ic without
rathertather without mother without de-
scent having neither beginning of
days nor end of life that is a cu
rious hindkind of man is it noinot
somesomme people say that that meant
jelusjems himself butbat that could not
apply to jesus for his descent is
given in the bible he had a re-
puted father joseph and a real
mother mary anuana mehis father in
heaven was his real father for we
are told that he wasvas the first begot-
ten in the spirit and the only begot-
ten in the flesh this then did
not applex to Jesus nor did it apply
to any other man it applied to the
priesthood or authority which melmei
chisedek held the priesthood of
aaron or lievilevi came by descent it
came to a man because hehd belonged
to a certain lineage but bielmel
chisedek priesthood did not come by
lineage I1itt came to all upon whom
god pleased to bestow it jesujesus
was called to be a prier forever
after the order of Melchi sedek who
was the prince of salemhalem a priestdriest of
the most high god moses had this
samebamo priesthood he received it
from jethro there was another
priesthood in the days of moses and
aaron the which des-
cended in a certain lineage from
father to son but when jesusjebus
came on thethis earth he received the
Melchi sedekedek priesthood and that
he might receive it in its fullness
moses and ellaselias appeared to him
upon the mount of transfiguration
jesus conferred that bame fries

hood upon the apostles As my
father hath sent me oven soeo bondtbendt I1
you the bamesame authority that
jesus had he conferred upon his
apostles and they conferred it upon
others as they were led by the holy
ghost the comforter which christ
sent to them after his departure

now this priesthood and apostle-
ship was held in the early christainohpchurch but the deoppeople put the
apostlesApoatlea to death they put to
death other men who hadbad been
called to holdhoid a position of this same
authority and priesthood and dark-
ness came into the world and the
peoplekeople have gone down deeperdeepen and
deeper into clarolardarknessknew and further
and further away from god as gen-
erationserat ions have rolled on they have
heaped to themselves teteachersachere hav-
ing itching ears and they have
turned away their earbcarb from the
truth and turned unto fables the
consequence tois that this christian
generation have departed from the
gower of god from the authority of
pod and from the priesthood of
god and asaa they confess ilkelike sheep
have gone astray

but in ouroun day god hnshas restored
the old church back again he has
restored the ancient priesthood fheche
priesthood that moses had that
abraham had that jesus had that
the apostles hadbad and that of which
peter jsmesjames and john heldhoid the
keys god haswas restored it in the
way hatthat I1 have the
ministration of angels from the hea-
vens the last named persons came
down from on high and ordained
men to the priesthood upon the
earth to wit joseph smith and
oliver cowdery and they inspired
by the almighty dictated by the
holyroly ghost the spirit of revelation
have called and ordained other men
to the same authority to go out in-
to the world and preach the ever-
lasting gospel and administer in the
ordinances thereof that is the pow-
er of thisthin priesthood

domdoes this authority give menmeu any
power to bind the soulshouis of men
not in the least does it give men
authority to coerce anybody in any
shape form or mahnermanner not in the
least on the contrary we are told
in the revelations of god that the
po er of this priesthood must not
be used to coerce not to bind the
souls of men it must be by persua
aionsion by declaration of the truth by
love unfeigned by thetha inspiration
that attenattendsetseta it by the manifesta-
tion of the power olof goagou that goes
with it it mustmast hebe used lain that way
to convince those that hear and that
are instructed and directed they
that have this authority and influ-
ence really have it in the power ot
god and for the good and blessing
and benefit of their fellows and not
to coerce them there isia no coer-
cion or bondage in it but some peo-
ple will baysay I1 is there not some kind
ol010 coercion in your political affairs
you seem to be united in yourjour vot-
ing not only in your church mat

but in your politics how is it
that when your people go to the
polls nearly all of them you may
bayeny all of them for there are very
dewfew exceptions vote the biamebame
ticket well we hold conference
twice a yearyeary in april and october
and upon these occasions the author
atlesaties of the church the president
of the Clicilchurch hisbis counselors the
twelve apostleapostles and all the gener-
al authorities are placed before the
people for their vote for let me
tellteli you that in this church therethem
are two principles combined some
people think they are opposite and
cannot come totogethergethers but we have
proven in our experience that they
canean and these are the theocratic
and the democratic principles they
are combined in this organization
the voice of god and the will of the
peoplepeoples the resreb ponceponca of the people to
that which god baysrays god com-
mands and the people say we
obey we are ready to listen to the
voice of god as it comescornea from on
high it findsrinds an echo in every
heart that is living under the influx
ence and spirlspiritt of this work and the
response comes 1I am ready to re-
ceive it s then the authorities of
the church are placed before the
peoplepeoples ithit ia very rarely that aneoncon
arary vote is seen are the people
obliged to lift up their handsbands when
called upon to vote in thatho affirma-
tive no they can beep their
hands down theythemy can vote
for or against that is their privil-
ege that is their right it laIs so0 o record-
ed in the revelations of god to the
church why do they generally
almost always vote in the affirms
tivee simply because theythetheyy are sat-
isfied that the men who are called
to occupy themthese various positions are
men of god that they are fit for the
positionpositionsss that they are proproperly1 er ly
calledsailed and ordained and that they

arere the right men in the nightright place
thathatbat laIs the reason they vote in the
affirmative

the same spirit of unity exists
mongamong the people in every capacity

iff they are called upon to move
somewhereomewhere else they are ready to

go they did thiathib at the time the
army waswab sent here one of the moat
foolish things the government ever
dfdidd was to sent that army to utah
it came about in thisthiswayway there
were certain judges sent here we
do not always getgot the best kind of
judges sometimes they are very
good lawlawyeryere and sometimes we
have men that would be a disgrace
to any bar that might be named
well we had one of that kind at
that time or just previous to that
time and he and his associates were
very corrupt but because his cor
eruptions were not looked upon favor-
ably or unconcernedly particularly
when the chief justice took a vile
womanwomen upon the bench with him a
woman who had followed him when
he came here leaving his wife be-
hind he ran away went back to
washington and declared that the
cormonsmormonsMormons had burned thelahthe law li-

brary purchasedced by the governgovernmentmentmant
or the benefit of thothe courts LIMhwo I1

and that utah was in a state of an-
archy now it Is always unwise to
judge from one side of a question

i unwise for usup unwise for anybodyy
both sides of the question I1

ways to be heard before deciding
but the government judged this
question before investigating it sol-
omon bayesaye wehe that answereth a
matter before he heareth it it is fol-
ly and shame unto him in otherothen
words holbhelbhe Is a fooltool the government
was unwise in taking the state-
ments of this without hearing what
the cormonsmormonsMormons had to say upon the j

question hence they sent out an
army to put down the
mormonscormonsMormons supposed to be in bostil
itylt to the government after ja
while they sent commissioners who
found out that all the statements
made to the government and which
prompted the sending out of that
army were utterly false in every
particular that can be found on
record if people desire the proof at
washington and then the gov-
ernment pardoned the cormonsmormonsMor mons
for what they did or rather for what
they had not done it was very
magnanimous was it not presi-
dent young was governor of the terr-
itory and the arstfirst he heard about
this army wabvas that there was an
armed mob coming outoud to utah
that they boasted they were going
to hang the leaders of this church
upon the trees in the mounmountainstans
and to take their wives and do as
they pleased with them wellthey did not get here quite as boonsoon I1

as they expected because some ofour brethren went into the moun
bains to delay the matter torron a itlittleatle
while until it could be investigated
butbui after a time the troops marched
through the city and camped at a
place which is now known as camp
floyd before the army reached
here the people had beenbeten instructed
that the bestbesh thing to do was to
leave the city and to move south
and to make preparations if neces-
sary to destroy their possessions
that they might not fallfali into the
hands of our enemies as they had
doneeione before for this people calledlatte rd saints had been driven
five times from theirthel rhomeshomes because
of their religion not for polygamy
because when they were thus driven
except in the case of nauvoo plu-
rality of wives was not a part of their
creed the revelation on plural
marriage was given in nauvoo july
1843 hence the mobdobbingsbIngs ivingsdr
and plunder ings to which they had
been subjected before that time were
inflict ed upon them before they
claimed to belbeitelbelleveleve in that doctrine
As I1have baidsaid they weinwern driven five
times from their homes manyluany of
them were slaughtered some of
their wives were violated little
children were butchered houses
were burned stock were shotahot down
standing grain waswaa destroyed anuand
the saints were driven from their
homes because orof their faith weliweil
they made pi separationseparations when they
lentlefo this place to set firenire to it andancl
bumburn the whole thing and the peo
pie moved south in a body that
was unity was it notnoi what
was the cause of such unity
president young gave the word and
they were ready to respond but
they were not obliged to do so they
could have stayed in the city itif they
chose I1herebere wabwas an army coming
thoy could have been protected by
the army but they mmadeada prepara-
tion to ask fire to their property and
went forth in a body how didaid
they come to act in that kind
of Wwaywasay BbecauseECaUa e thetheyy werere alallaliI1
moved upon by one commonCOMMA I1irn


