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23rd, 1883,

REPORTED BY JOHN TRVINE.

“Piders alwass ready for duty — Ko salaced
preachers in the Church—No compulsion In
the work of the Elders — Thoe Hberty of
Inw—Bin bringd its penzliles, righteous-
Dess & sUre roward—Assumption of dlvine
authorits —Restoration of the anolent Priost-
hopd—Hellgion 1o Politles—The Eecret Bal-
1ot—The One-Man~Power—The liquor trafe
flc—Civl] and retiglous freddom for all—
‘The effects of this work on the world.

WE alwayas feel it our daty when
called upon to undertake any task
which mzy be imposed upon us by
our brethren in authority in the
Churchy no matier how unexpected
it may pe to us, or how much we
may sbrink from the duty we are
called uponi to perform. Brother
.Goss who hag just spoken to ue,

tie call of the servantsof God, we%

to his native land to preach the Gog-

1. XEvery other Elder in the

hurch hoids himself rerdy—ihat
1s, if hejgin the line of his duty—
to respond to a slmilar call; also it re.
quired todo &0 to officiate it home.

We have no paid minlatry in this
Church, o hired clergy either to
preach at home or to go oat as mis-
gionarles; but every man in the
Chuorch who haa received =a testi-
mony of the truth, and a portion of
the Holy Prlesthood—which 1s gen-
eraily difused among the male
m:g;bfra ofr the Ght:lrc?-—ﬂhnds
e o perform any duty in con-
nectlon with hils calling in the min-
Istry. I am calied upon this after-
noon to speak to this congregation,
and I respond in this epirit, the
spirit in which our brethrsn go
aboard to preach the Gospel, or stay
8t home &nd preach if, of go to some
distant part of the Territery and
help to colonize it, or to perform any
other work that iz necessary for the
general good, for the building up of
the Chuarch of Christ, and for the

petfect assurance, & knowledge they
czll it. Bome people may dispute
technicailly a8 to whether it ja
knowledge or noh? but ft iz knowl-
edgs to them. They are as sure
thet it is true and that it 1a divine
ag that they are alive, That is pret-
ty near to knowledge if it is mot
exact knowledge; and because of
this they are ready to perform any
work at home, or to take their grip-
eacks in thelr hands aud start out
abrozd at their own eXxpence, ‘They
receive Do salary, They do nmot ex-
pect to gain any earthly reward, bat
they are of the flrm conviction that
it ia their bounden duty to help
their fellow men to come to the
rame knoweledge as they have ar-
rived at themselvea. And they are
not only willing to do this, bat jf it
ia a temporal labor that they are
called upon to perform, If they have
the apirit of their calling and daty,
they are just as willing to perform
that temporal daty as to act ina
spirftnal capacity, Are they obliged
todo this? No. They act in the
epirit of self-sacrifice, trying to do
good because they feel under obliga-
tion, ae servants of God, to do any-
thing they can to help build up this
great Iatter-day work which God has
commenced in the earth,

Some people say they cannot un-
derstand how it ia that these Latter-
day Saints are so united, unniess
they are held together by some se-
cret bond or soms kind of tyranny.
They cannot understand how it is
that when the leadera of the peo-
ple epeak the people are willing to
move in & body, with scarcely a dis-
senting volice, unlees it Is that they
are terrorized or coerced by some
power that 1s not known on the out-
side. Now, all the bondage snd ter-
roriem that exist in this chureh is
the terroriem and bondage—if azch
a thing can be—of conacience. Thp
Latter-day Baints not only firmly
believe in this work, but have
received a apiritual influence which
has given them an inward testi-
mony of knowledge ihat this work
i# of God. They have mno doubt,
no dobiety, they know it is trae.
Hence wnen any movement is pec-
eesary for the building up of the
great work of God whioh they know
to be true, they feel i 1a their daty
to respond. That isall the bondage
there is; that is all the terroriam

beneflt of the peoi)‘]e belonging to
that Charch who have beeu gath-
ered from variona nations.

It is snpposed by a great many peo-
ple that there is = spirit of tyranny
and oppression existing in this
Chureh, wielded by a few men, or
goncentrated in one man who standa
at the head, by which the people
are coerced in o certain lines of acs
tion. It is supposed that our breth-
ren who sre called npon at our con-
ferences to go Lo various paris of the
world in the interest of the Church,
act under this compulsion, Now,
this is & very great mistake. It
ecems difficult to convince people
who are not of our falth that there
{8 not some coercive power or organ-
ization among the Latter-day Saints
by which people are oblived to.do
this, that, or the other. They have
not learned the gecret of the power
that exlsts iIn this organization,
They could find it out i they
would investigate, bat 1t is very dif-
fleult indeed to get people whodo
not believe as we do fo look at this
thing with auy degree of impartial-
ity, they are #o prejondiced against
it. They think thet it must be
wrong to start with, and hence do
not look into it In the way they
ghounld if they waut to find cut the
truth. Now, the spirit that actuates
the Latter-day Saints has been man-
ifested in the remarks of Brother
(Goss who has fost retorned from a
misaion to his native iand. He did
not come to Utah to find out if this
thing called “Mormonism?’ was
troe ornot. He found that out in
his own native land. He heard the
principles of the Gozpel and was led
io believe them, and believing them
he was baptized Into the Church;
hands were laid upon him by the
Elders, and he recelved the Holy
Ghost, which gave him & testimony
that the work was true, That ial
what moves the people to come here
from all paris of the world, Bo with
the Eldets who are called upon at
conference, or at other times by the
presiding anthorities of the Church,
andplaustn.ine(ti by thslvcta of the

g, to performa any labor or mia-
fﬁf’n of a public character, they are
ready at once and they atart to do it
willingly and cheerfully—although
sometimes they shrink very much
from the task before thiem-—becanse
they know the call j& right; they
know they are engsaged in a great
and glorions work; they have a tes-
timony within themselves that it is

there i3, We have In this church
and in this Territory perfect libarty,
The Gospel ia the ‘perfect law of
Hverty;?” but it le the liberty which
is confined to that which s right.
There 18 no true liberty oatride the
bounds ot wholetome law. When
we act outside the limits of proper
law and claim that (o be liberty, it
13 not liberiy, It is licenss, and it is
injurious to the individual and to
the mass, If this people called Lat-
ter-day Bainte obeyany instractions
that they msy recelve from ihe
brethren who are appoinied to lead
them, they do Bo in the apirit of lib-
erty, They do not do it because
they choose to do it. They do it be.
cause they are willing to do it. They
do not' perform the doty because
they are obliged (o do it, beeause of
any coerclve power exercised over
them, or because they will be called
upon to submit to any penalty; bat
they do it pecause they please to do
it, and they plesse to do it besanse
it is right. 1admit that sometimes
they may do things which seem at
firat o be itkaome. They could re-
fuse; but they feel that if they do
refuse they will sufier losa, In what
way? Their religion teaches them
that every good thing that they do
ia bound to bring its reward, and
that every evll thing wbich they do
is sore to bring its punishment,
either in this world or in the world
to come; that is, that sin inevitably
brings its penalty, and that right-
eousness certalnly brings reward.
Therefore, if a Latter-nay Salnt ia
called upon to perform anythiog in
.connection with this which he feels
it is his duty to do and he neglects
that duty he expects st some time
to bs punished or suffer loss for that
neglect. .
Our organization is & very zlorious
one, Ifisa perfect organization—
perfect—becaunse it is divine. It was
not made by man. It was not orig-
inated by Joseph 8mith or by any
of his sassociates, It came down
from above, direct from the sternsi
worlds. It was not taken out of the
Bible. It was not taken ont of the
Book of Mormon, or any other book,
although it Is tlie same organization
that exiated on the earth in previous
ages, brlel accounts of which, in
palches here and there, may be
found In the various books which |
compose the Bible, But it was nos
taken ont of that book, God Al-
mighty revealed it. And the an.

%rue,” and that it has come
fromm God. They  have

thority which men exercise in the
church—the authority of the Priest.

hood--did not come oat of, the

bogoms or brains of men, It came

by direct mahnifestation from on

high, Heavenly beinza who were

onge earthly belngs, men who once
lived on the earth holding that au-

thority and who paxeed away and
bhave progressed (call it evolution
if you please), have come back to
the earth aud ordzined men to the
same santhority and Priesthood
which they held. These men did
not take this authority upon them-
solves from reading the last chapter
of Matthew and Mark, in which we
read that Jesus Christ .sent out
eleven men and told them to go to
all the world and preach the Gospel
in His name, A great many
“Christian’ ministers have assumed
the zuthority given to those eleven
men'snd to no one else. Men who
held this authority in anclent times
on the earth and have goneintoa
higher sphere in the due course of
their progression, by divine com-
meandment have come back to earth
and ordained men to the authority
and Bower and Priesthood which
they held while they were in the
fesh. Thatls why we claim that
the authority to administer in the
nznie of the Liord is in this church
and ia no other chnrch on the earth;
that all other Priczthoods, so called,
aro spurious. We do not say that
there are not good men in other de.
nominations, olalming to hold an-
thority to preach and administer in
the nameof the Lord; but we claim
that they have no anthority in real-
ity, becagaa they themsielves have
declared that ali communication
has been shut off from the heavens
for hundreds of years, aud as there
has been no communication from
the heaveas for hundreds of Years
no authority could have been con.
ferred, nnless it was continoouns,
frorm the days of the Aposties to the
present day. Bul most of those
persons who now claim to hold an-
thority from God to preach and to
administer in the ordimances of the
Gospel repudiate the idea phat the
authority was contintous, and de-
olare that afterthe daya of the apos-
tles darkness came In, that the
world went astray, sad thet an
abominable cbuich arcse in the
place of that which was established
by Jeans and His Apoatles,

Now, this authority which has been

hood upon the Apostles. *As my
Father hath sent me, oven so send I
you,” The same =auathority that
Jesus had -He conferred upon His
A postles, and they conferred it upon
others a5 they were led by the Holy
Ghost, the Comforter, which Chriat
sent to thern after His departure.
Now, this Priesthood and A postle-
ship was held in the early Christain
Choreh, but the people put the
Apostlea to death, They put to
death other men who had been
called to hold & position of this same
anthority and Priesthood, and dark-
nees came Into the world, and the
people have gone down deeper and
deeper into darkness, and further
and farther away from God us gen-
erations have roiled on. They have
heaped to themselvea teachers, hav-
ing itching ears; and they have
torned away their ears from the
trath, and tarned unto fables. The
consequence is that this Christian
(Jeperation have departed from the
guwer of God, from the authority of
aod, and from the Priesthood of

od, and =s they confess ‘*like sheep
have gone estray.”

Bat in our day God has restored
the old church back again., He has
restored the ancient Priesthood, the
Priesthood that Moses had, that
Abraham had, that Jesus bad, that
the Apostles had, and that of which
Peter, Jamea and John held the
keys. God has rtestcred it in tie
way that I have mentioned—by the
miniatration of angels from the hea-
vena. The last named persons came
down from on high and ordained
men to the Prieethood upon the
earth, to wit, Joseph Bmith and
Oliver Cowdery, and they, inspired
by the Almlighty, dictated by the
Holy Ghost, the splrit of revelation,
have called and ordained other men
to the same authority—to go out In-
to the world and preach the ever-
lasting Gospel and administer in the
ordinances hereof, That is the pow.
er of this Priezthood.

Does this suthority give men any
power to bind the wouls of men?
Not in the least. Does it give men
aathority to coerce anybody in any
shape, form or manner? Notin the
least, On the gontrary, we are told
in the revelations of GGod that the
power of this Friesthood must not
be used to ¢oerce, not fo bind the
soule of men. It must be by peraua-

sent down from God oat of heaven
i8 similar in 1ta nature to that exer-
olged by men about whom we read
in the Bible. We read about one in
the patriarchal ages called Melchise-
dek who hLeid this Priesithood.
Abrabam went and pald hia tithipg
to him after he came back from
overcoming thore kings that he con-
quered. Melchlsedek, we are told,
was the Prince of Balem, and he
was B Prieat of the Most High God.
Aund after many generations had
pacsed away, Jesus of Nazarelh
came upon the earth and claimed to
have that same Priesthood. He was
cailed to be a Priest after the order
of Melohisedek, that Is, He bad the
same kind of Priesthood that Mel-
chisedek had. ‘We read a little
about this Melchisedek in the Epis.
tie of Panl to the Hebrews, and
about the Priesthood he held. Bome
peaple in reading thia confound the
Priesthood or autbority which Mel-
chisedek had with the man himself,
They read it that he was * githout
father, without mother, without de.
scent, having neither beginning of
days norend of Hfe, That isacn-
rloua kind of man, I8 it ne?
Bome people say that that mesnpt
Jesus himself, Bat that could not
apply to Jesus for his descent is
givenin the Bible., He had a re.
puted father, Joseph, and a real
mother, Mary; and His Father in
heaven was His real Father; for we
sre told that He waa the first begot-
ten in the spirit and the only begot-
ten In the flesh. This, then, did
not apply to Jesus, nor did it apply
to any other man; it applied to the
Prieathood or suthorlty which Rel.
chigedek held, The isathood of
Aazon or Levl came by descent; it
came to & man because he belonged
to a certain lineage; but this MMel-
chisedek Priesthood did not come by
Tineage; it came to &!]1 wpon whom
God pleased to bestow it. Jesus
was galled to be a Priest forever
after the order of Melchisedek, who
waa the Prince of Salem, a Priest of
the Mosl High God, Moses had this
same Prieathood. He received it
ftom Jeihro, There was another
Priwathcod in the days of Moees and
Aaron, the Levitical, which dea-
cended in a certain lineage from
father to =on. But when Jesus
came on the earth He received the
Melchisedek Priesthood, and that
He might receive it in its fallness

‘Moees and Elias appeared to Him

upon the mount of transfiguration
Jesus conferred that same Pries

slon, by declaration of the truth, by
love unfeigned, by the inspiration

B

are the right men In the right place,
That is the reacon they votein the
affirmative.
The same eplrit of unity exists
among the people in every capacity.
It they are called upon to move
somewhere else, they are ready to
go. They did thia at the time the
armpy was sent here, One of the moat
fooiteh thinga the government ever
did waa to zent that army to Utah.
Lt came about in this way, There !
wege cerialn jndges sent here—we
do not always get the best kind of
Judges; sometimez they are very |
good lawyers, snd sometimes wae.
bave men that would be a disgrace |
toany bar that might hbe named,
Well, we had one of that kind at
that time, or jost previons to that'
time, and he and his assceiates wer
very corzupt. But because his cor.
ruptions were notlocked apon favor. |
ably or unconcernedly—particu’arly
when the Chier Justice took a vile
woman upon the bench with him, a
woman who had followed him when':
he came here, leaving his wife ke,
hind—he ran away, went buack tog,
Washington and declared that the
“Mormons’ had burned thelaw 14
brary purchaced by the govern 1
or the beneflt of the courts y
and that Utah was in n state of an
archy. Now, it is alwaya unwise {
judge from one side of a question,
unwise for oe, unwise for enybody;
both sides of the gamestion oughtal
ways to be heard before deciding,
but the government judged thl
question before investigating it. Bol
omon says: ‘“He that answereth a
matter before he hesreth it, it is fol-
ly and ckhame unte him»—In nther.
worde he is a fool. The government -
was unwise in faking the state:
ments of this without hearing whaf
the “Mcrmons™ had to say upon the
queation. Hence they sent out an,
army to pnt down the "rebeHioml
Mormone,” supposed to be in hostil
ity to the.government. After al
while they sent commissioners whg
found out that all the statements
made to the government, snd which
promypted the eending ont of that
army, were utterly false in eval’ri
t

m
h

particuiar, That can be found on
record if people desire the proof, a
Washington. And then the govy'
ernment pardoned the ¢“Mormons®
for what they did, or rather for what
they had not done. It was very,
megnanlmous, was it not? Presi:|
dent Young was governor of the Ter!

that attends it, by the manifesta-
tion of the power of Goa that goen
with it; it mast be ussed In that way
toconvince thoze thas hear and that
are instructed and directed, They
that bave this amthority snd influ.
ence really have It in the puwer ot
God, aud for the good and blessing
and benefit of their feilows, and not
to coerce them. There is ng coer-
clon or bondage In it. Bat some peos
ple will eay, **is there not some kind
o/ coercion in your political atfairs?
You seem to be united in your vot-
ing, not only in your Church mat-
ters, but in your politics. How is it
that when your people go to the
polls nearly sll of them=you may
gay all of them, rfor there are very
few exceptionr—vote the same
tickel?? Well, we hold conference
twice a year, in Aprll and October,
and upon these occasions the author,
ities of the Church—the President
of the Churek, his Counselors, the
Twelve Apostles, and all ibe gener-
al aothorities—are placed before the
people for theiz vote. For fet me
tell you that in this Church there
ate two principles combined—some
peeple think they are opposite and
cannet come together, but we have
proven in our experience that they
can—and these are the theocratic
and the democrati¢ principles. They
are combined in this organization—
the voice of God snd the will of the
people, the responce of the people to
that which (God eays. God com-
mands and the people eay, ‘‘We
obey; we are ready to listen to the
voice of God as it comes from on
high.,” It finds an echo io every
heart that is llving under the influ-
ence and apirit of this work, and the
response comes, “I am ready to re-
ceive it.” Then the authorities of
the Church are pluced befors the

zople, itis very rarely that a con-
trary vote is seen. Are the people
obliged to lift up their hande when

called upon to vote-in tho atfirma-
tive? No. They can jeep toeir
hands down, The¥ can er vote

for or against. That s their privil.
ege; that 18 their right; it is so record-
ed in the revelations of God to the
Church. Why do they generatly—
slmost always—vote in the affirmas-
tive? Bimply becanse they are sat-
iafied that the men who are called
to gecupy these various positlons are
men of God, that they are fit for the
positions, tbat they are properly

called and ordalned, and that they

ritory, and the first he heard about
this army was thay there was an
armed mob coming oué fo Utab,

that they bossted they wers goini,

to hang the leaders of this Ch
apon the trees in the mounntawme,
and to inke their wives and do
they pleased with them. Well
they did not get here guite as soo
a8 they expected, because some of!
our brethren went into the moun,
tains to delay the matter for a little
while until it could be investigated,
Bat after a time the troops marched
through the city and camped st g
place which is now known as Camp’
Floyd. Before the army reached,
here the people had been instructed|
that the beat thing to do was fo.
leave the city and to move south,|
and to make preparations, if neces-
sary, to deatroy their poesessions
that they might not fall into thqi
hands of our enemies. ar they had!
done before; for this people calledt
Latter-day Sainte had betn driven:
five times from thelr homes becausd
of their rellgion; not for polygamy,
because when they were thus driven;
except in the ease of Nauvoo, pla,
rality of wives wase not & part of theit,
creed. The revelation on plaral.
marriage was given in Nauveo, July
1843; hence the mobbings, drivinga;
and plunderings to which they hadj
been subjected before that time war&]
inflic ed Upon them before they
¢aimed to velleve m that doctrinex
As I haveraid, they wete driven fivel;
times from their homes, Many of
them were slaughtered; some of
their wives were vwiolated; little:
childten were butchered; houses
were burned; stock were shot down;
standing graln wae destroyed; sud’
the Saints were driven from thel
homes becauseof their faith, Well,
they made preparations when they:
lert thie place to set fire to it and
burn the whole thing, and the peo<
ple moved south in a body. That,
was unity, was it nol? What,
was the caWlse of such unity?*
President Young gave the word and-
they were ready to respond. Buat:
they were not obliged to do s0. Thay”
could have stayed in the city if they
chose, There was an army eéoming,
They could have been protected by’
the srmoy: but they made prepara~
tion to set fire to thelr property and
went forth in a body. ﬁow: aidl
they come to act in that kind
of way? Because they were all

moved upon by one common im

-




