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THE DESERET WEEKLY
prayer by bishop 0 F whitney
the choir sang

behold the great redeemer die
A broken law tot satisfy

the priesthood of the ninth ward
officiated in the administration of
the sacrament

ELDER JAMES E TALMAGE
addressed the congregation it
mayay perhaps seem somewhat beculiaraar he saidsaia to those who areare
presentent as visitors that elders iuin
sraelisrael should speak to the congrega-
tions of saints extemporaneously
and that they should be called upon
frequently without notice that their
testimony should be always ready
and they themselves ready to bear it
before any assembly or pri-
vate individual this is one
of the principles of our creed and
religious practice that as in days
gone by our father in heaven was
able and willing to inspire those who
stood forth to speak and teach hum
NYly in his name with the spirit of
truthruth and the power of discernment
that they could recognize and un-
derstandderstand what principles and topics
were appropriateappropriate to the occasion so
callQ he4e do today and so does he
act with reference to any of those
who hold the priesthood and who

undertake or attempt to didischarge
tilehe duties connected with ththatscharleat cacall1
iuag in humility and sincerity we
believe further that as in the past
godod frequently selected the weak
things of earth wherewith to accom-
plish his great purposes and to
ringbring about the fulfilmentfulfillment of his
knighty designs so today does he

oftentimes speak through the mouths
of01 those who are comparatively
weakk and feeble provided they
will place themselves in his hands
as48 willing instruments for the ac

of goodwe that holy men shouldpkpeak now as in bygone days as
hey are moved upon by the holy

ghosthost and the influence of the
Puit of god can be invoked and

auedcalled down from heaven by that
faithth and the sincere prayers of the

regation
avee do not think it would be

aper for us as latter day saints
1I sett apart certain men to be our
preacherspoachers and teachers who

make a business of that
coierae before a congregation with

sidleddied phrases and set words
tl thoughts already matured

ill10 their minds and determinedupon as the ones that should be trepre
eted on a particular occasion to a
very great extent he who does so

ds the spirit and prevents the
lee exercise of the power of inspire
adiola

weT do not conceive howevertthhat this is in any way an excuseor idleness and sloth in the studythatS should be bestowed upon theangs of god we believe that it
right and proper for all to storeahelfair minds with knowledge anfor

aton and truth and to gather
such
books

from all quarters from good
and from the teachings ofwisese men and that they shall aoac

pany their studies with prayer
tk 3 by their practice the auborityr V aiand powerpg of thehe greatest

teacher of all that when they
stand in the discharge of their du-
ties as teachers in israel they may
have some knowledge within their
minds upon which the spirit may
draw as upon a store

As latter day saints we have
been characterized by those who are
not of our faith as a most peculiar
people differing from others in
many of our tenets and religious
practices indeed the latter day
saints themselves admit that they
are a strange and peculiar people if
judged from the standpoint of other
sects and denominations it would
be difficult to enumerate all the pe-
culiarities perhaps which distin-
guish this people but among others
they believe implicitly in the exer-
cise of faith towards the godhead
eonconsisting of the father and his
son jesus christ who is thothe re-
deemer and the savior of all flesh
and in the holy ghost

this faith about which the latter
day saints talk so much and to
which they bear testimony as occa-
sion ofoffersflers is a power and anaia influ-
ence

u
which are expected to pervade

the whole of their lives notn t a faith
that shall be employed only when
convenience favors its use not a
faith that shall be exercised merely
during the time of prosperity when
the sunshine of happiness falls about
the church and when individuals
feel that they are blessed indeed
with the spirit and inalinfluencebence qtof
peace but a faith also that shall
support them in the face of tribula-
tion and trial and that shall bvbe a
sustenance unto them even when
their enemies speak against them
and they find persecution around
as the clouds of a comingcoining
storm a faith which shall
teach them this great lesson
to acknowledge the hand of god in
all his dealings with men upon this
earth a faith which shall teach
them to look upon their heavenly
parent as the god of the universe
and one who holds control over the
influences and elements of nature
and also over the hearts and thoughts
and even the possessions of men 1 a
faith which shall teach them to
judge liberally and not to say be-
cause perhaps some personal or sel-
fish aim of theirs has been frus-
trated that therefore the church is
wrong and that this faith is of little
avail

there is one other character-
istic of the faith of a latter
day saint namely that his is not a
faith consisting of words and belief
and thought only but a faith that
must be substantiated and proved
by works we consider that a man
who professesprocesses a belief in the lord
jesus christ and then refuses or
neglects to do the things which the
savior declared were indispensable
to the acquisition of salvation is
one whose faith is hollow and hypo-
critical A belief in the lord jesus
christ consists in more than a mere
acknowledgment in words that he
died to save us it consists in a
willingwillin earnest and sincere observ-
ance of01 all the tenets which he has
taught and all the requirements
winchwhich he has made of his faithful
followers

the mauman who neglects wilfully to

do that which hishia maker has de-
manded at his hands who gives
his life unto the acquisition of
false precepts and the follow-
ing of vimvices must not hope that
mercy shall be arbitrarily extended
unto him thus it follows that re-
pentancepentance is indispensable unto all
who hope to secure forgiveness of
their evil deeds

we think it is necessary that a
man should be baptized acaccordingcordin
to the form and manner which goggod
has revealed and that this baptism
should be performed by one who tois
called or set apart under the author

heaven to do such works and
ordinances even as aaron was called
by the voice of revelation coming
through the mouths of those who
have been established as the oracles
of god by his own almighty word

it is not the latter day saints
alone who acknowledge at the
present time that there is a power
more than that of earth existing in
the midst of this church our ene-
mies look with wonder and awe at
its almost miraculous development
since its organization many lead-
ing thinkers of the day have de-
clared that such a system of organi-
zation and such a grand plan as pre-
vailsvalIs in this church could not have
been established or conceived in
the mind of man alone it would
seem scarcely natural that from six
membersmem bersinin the face ofconstant oppo-
sition the church of god could have
developed into its present propor-
tions were it not for the fact that
the hand of the almighty has been
over it and that he its protector
has permitted only such
eions and tribulations to come as
have been necessary for the develop-
ment and advancement of this work
inn this the true saints of the al-
mighty acknowledge his handband and
thank him for those tribulations

another principle and feature of
our belief is that man standing as
he does upon earth as a free agent in
the eyes of his god has the oppor-
tunity privilege and right to do asunitahe wwill in spite of all the influences
that might be brought to bear
upon him to the contrary
we believe that a man will
follow to a very great extent the
dictates of his own conscience and
if that conscience be a pure and
holy one and he nourishes that
purity and holiness he will do
works that are pure and holy but
in regard to the man who sins by
his own free will and choice not
because his maker is pleasedleased to see
him sin we believe ftft tois possible
according to tthehe plan of our al-
mighty fatfatherh for him to be
brought back into his1
videdaided he wwill do the works de-
manded by him at the hands of his
obedient children

to make a very plain and bold
statement we believe that men are
indispensable in the eyes of god if
his plans are not to be frustrated
but we believe and know also thatthai
there is living upon earth no single
individual who Is indispensable to
the progress of the work of
god that no man living
shall say to himself he is orof
such importance and that his labors
weare of such indispensable necessity


