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Prayer by Bishop O. F. Whitney.
The ehoir sang:

Behold the great Redoemer die,
A brolen taw te satisfy.

| Teacher of all, that when they
|stand in the discharge of their du-

tics ns teachers 1n Israel they may

| have some knowledge within their

minds upon which the Spirit may

The Priesthood of the Ninth Ward |draw a8 upon a stove.

officiated in the administration of

the S8acrament.
ELDER JAMES E. TALMAGE

fddressed the congregation. It

may perhaps seem sotnewhat pocu- | practices.

As Latter-day Saints we have
been characterized by those who are

{ not of our fatth na a most peculiar

people, differing from others in
many of our tenets and religious
Indeed the Latter-day

ar, he said, to those who are|Saints themselves admit that they

resent as visitors, that Klders in
arael should speak to the congrega-
Hons of Bainls extemporanecusly,
fnd that they should be called upon
frequently without notice, that their
timony should be always ready,
And they themselves ready lo bear it
fore anpy assembly or pri-
vate jndividual. This 18 one
of the principles of our creed and
religlous practice, that, as In days
£one hy, our Father in heaven was
ableand witling to inspire those who
Stood furth to speak and teach hun-
in Hls name with the Bpirit of
Truth and the power of discernment
14t they could recognize and un-
derstand what principles and topics
Wers appropriate to the oecasion, so
tan He do today, and so does He
4t with reference to any of those
Who hold the Priesthood and who
Undertake or attempt to Llischar%e
e duties connected with that call-
‘02 in humility and sincerity. We
Huve further that as in the past
God  frequently selected the weak

thitgs of earth wherewith to nccom- |
[tion and trinl, and that shall be a

%’_h His pgreat purposes, and” to
ing about the fulfilment of His

are a strange and peculinr people if
judged from the standpoint of other
sects and denominations. It would
be difficult to enumerate all the pe-
culiarities, perhaﬁ)}ﬂ_. which distin-
guish this people; but,among others,
they believe implicitly in thie exer-
eise of faith towards the Godhead,
congisting of the Father and His
Son Jesus Christ, who ia thu Re-
deemer and the Savior of all flesh,
and in the Hoily Ghost.

This faith about which the Latter-
day Baints talk so much, and to
which they bear testimony ns occa-
sion offers, ia a power and an influ-
ence which are expected to pervade
the whole of their lives—not a faith
that shall be employed only when
convenience favois its use, not a
faith that shall be exercised merely
during the time of pruﬂperit{, when
the sunshine of happiness fails about
the Church, and when individuals
feel that they are blessed indeed
with the spirit and influence ¢f
puace, but a faith also that shall
support them in the face of tribula-

sustenance unto them, even when

Almighty designs, so today does He | their enemies speak agalust them

of thoss whe are comparatively
Weak and feeble, provided they
will ﬁol:wu themselves in His hands
8 willing instruinents for the ac-
Complishineut of good.
We tink that holy men should
Spenk now, as in bygone days, us
4y aro moved upon by the Holy
host, and the influence of the
Plritof God can be inveked and
I(?l_“!:d down from henven by that
#ith ang the sincere prayers of the
Congregation.
@ do not think it would be
Pruper for us ns Latter-day Snmts
8ot apart certain men to be our
Preachors  and  teachers. who
8hould make n business of that,
“é’mu before a conmgregation with
Sudied phrases and  set words
{d  thoughta already matured
D their ininds, and dJdetermined
;P“Il s the ones that should be pre-
velled on a particular occasion. Toa
b;"'y great extent, he who does so
(048 the Spirit and prevents the
n?;:;'&ixerclse of the power of inspir-

t} We do not eonceive, however,
umt_t.hls is in any way an excuse
h" idleness and sloth in the study

Bt should be bestowed upon the
Mngs of God. We believe that it
tho1&ht and proper for all to store
m:ll' minds with knowledge, infor-

tion, apd truth, and to gather

ueh from alt quarters—from goed
k8 and from the teachin of
% men, and that they shall ac-

“owpany their studies with pray
yer,
Lﬁm_gnhlng by their practice fhe au-
Ority and power of the grentest

Dtimesspeak through the mouths | and they find persecution around,
jas

the clouds of a coming
atorm; & falth  whieh shali
teach them this great lesson —
to acknowledge the hand of God in
all His denlings with men upon this
earth; a faith which shall teach
them to look upon their Heavenly
Parent as the God of the universe
and One who holds control over the
influences and elements of nature,
and alsoover the heartaand thoughts
and even the pussessions of men; a
fuith which shall teach them to
judge liberally and not tosay, be-
cause perhaps some personal or sel-
fish aim of thelrs has been frus-
trated, that therefore the Church is
wrong and that this faith is of little
avail.

There i8 one other character-
istic of the faith of a Latter-
dny Saint, namely, that hisls not o
faith consisting of words und beliet
and thought only, but a fuith that
must be substantiated and proved
by works. We eonslder that o man
who professes a belief in the Lord
Jesus Christ and then refuses or
negleets to do the things which the
Savior declared were indispensable
to the acquisition of salvation is
one whose faith is hollow and hypo-
eritical. A belief in the Lord Jesus
Chirist consists in more than a mere
acknowledgment in words that He
died to save us. It consiate in a
willing, earnest and sincere observ-
ance of all the tenets which He has
faught and all the requirements
which He has made of His faithful
followers.

The man who neglects willully to

b87Y
do that which his Maker has de-
manded at his hands, who gives
his life unte the acquisition of
falsc precepts and the f(ollow-
ing of vices, must not hope that
mercy shall be arbitrarily extended
unto him. Thus it follows that re-
pentance Is indispensable unto all
who hope to eecure forgivemess of
their evil deeds.

Wae think it is necessary that a
man should be baptized accordin
to the form and manner which Gog
haa revealed and that this baptism
should be performed by one who is
called or set apart under the author-
ityof heaven to do such works and
ordinances,even 48 Aaron wascalled
by the voice of revelation, coming
through the mouths of those who
have been established as the oracles
of God by Hisown almighty word.

It is not the Latter-dny BSaints
alone who acknowledge at the
present time that there is a power
more than that of earth existing in
the midst of this Church. Qur e¢ne-
mies look with wonder and awe at
its almost mirzculous devolopment
since its organization. Many lead-
Ing thinkers of the day have de-
clared that such a system of organi-
zation and such a grand plan as pre-
vails in this Church could not have
been establislied, or conceived, in
the mind of man alone. It would
seem scarcely natural that from six
members,in the face of constant oppo-
sition,the Church of God could liave
developed info its present propor-
tions, were it not for the fact that
the hand of the Ahnighty has been
over it, and that He, its Protector,
bas permitted only such persecu-
tions and tribulations to come as
have been necessary for the develop-
ment and advancementof this work.
{n this the true Baintsof the Al-
mighty acknowledge His hand and
thank Him for those tribulations.

Another principie and feature of
our belief is that man, standing as
he does upon earth as a free agent in
the eyes of his God, has the oppor-
tunity, privilege, and right to do as
he will, iu spite of all the influences
that might bLe brought to bear
upon him to the cootrary.
We believe that o man  will
follow, to a very preat extent, the
dietates of his own consclence; and
if that conscience be n pure and
holy one, and he nourishes that
purity and boliness, he will do
works that are pure and holy. But
in regard to the man who slns hy
his own free will and choice—not
because his Maker is plensed to see
him sin—we belleve it is possible,
according to the plan of our Al
mighty Father, for him to be
brought back into His presence,pro-
videﬁ he will do the works de-
manded by Him at the hands of His
obedient children.

To make a very plain and bold
statement, we believe that men ure
indispensable in the eyes of God if
His plans sare not to be frustrated;
but we believe and know also that
there is living upon earth no single
Individual who is indispensable to
the progress of the work of
God ; that no man  living
shall’ eay to himself he is of
such importance and that his labors
are of such indispensnble necessity



