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REPORTED BY GEO. F.GIBEBES,

It is written in the Scriplures,
that ¢‘man by searching cannot find
out God;” and the experience of all
ages has proven the truth of this.
We are living in an age of great in-
telligence; at a ime when the wise
things which have been sald and
written by sage, philosopher and

prophet centuiles ago can be read
and reflected upos; and when men

can bring to bear their own re-
searches, their own experience and
the facilities which they have for
galning
vestigation of the subject of Deily;

nformation, upon the in-

{et, we find that people who now
ive are as much at ges in regard to
this matter as any people who lived

in former times.

If we take up the

works of the wise men who live up-
on the earth in our times and read
their remarks concerning God, we
are forced to the conclusion that
they, like the peop'e for whom they
write, know little or nothing of the

subject npon which they®touch.
Many years

o certain divines of

the Church of ¥England, chogen for
the purpose, endeavored to formulate

a creed in which they

tried to ex-

plain to the people what God is.
And after making a number of very
contradictory and foolish assertions,
they came to the conclusion that
God is ‘“‘incomprehensible.” Man,
by searching caonot find out God,

the only way whereby

man can

come to the knowledge of God is by

communication from God, and if

the people receive what He does

commuuicate they may
clearly and truthfully

find ocul
what He is,

and what are His designs and pur-

poses in relation to them.

‘““Man know thyself,”” is another

saying; not in the holy

Beriptures,

but just as good as though it were,

Mauo cannot know himself, cannot

nowhere; that He has no body and

no parts and no passions; that there

is nothing which can. represent

Himj; there is nothing like Him in

the heavens above or in the earth

beneath, and that man’s mind cag-

not grasp anything about Him,

They iay He is one, and yet He is
three; that He is not three but is
ope. Thatthere are the Father, the
Son and the Holy Ghost—three
geparate substances, and yet not
three butonly one, They eay thatone
of these three beings without a body
had a body; that one of the three
parts of this partless being had both
a body and paris, and that he, the
Son, was in all thiogs like the
Father, and was also like us except-
ing that He was witheut sin, but
had passions a8 we have. 'Thisis
the result of the attempt on the part
of the wize men of Christendom to
find out God for themselves. It is
impossible, ard i2 go laid down in
Holy Writ; ‘“man by searching
can find out God.,”” The only way
that can be relied upon whereby
man can find cut God i8 by obtain-
ing information from the Almighty
Himself.*“Well,””’say the people,*‘but
| He does not comnmunicate anything
to any of the inhabitants of the
earth.,”Why nst? Hes henot power to
manifest Himself to mortals? Is He
so great and mighty and #o far above
the human fami!y that He cannot
reveal Himeelf to humanity? ¢‘“No.
He used to do sc hundreds of years
ago.” And why does He not do it
now? ‘“Because the day of revela-
tion has gone by,” they say. Who
told them =0? The f:ct is that fora
long period the people have not been
exp:cting to receive revelations from
God. They have not sought for
{them and, therefore, have not ob-
tained them. But we flod in the
Old Beriptures a promice something
like this: ‘‘Return unto me and I
will return unto you, saith the
Lord: Even from the days of yeur
fathers you have gone away from
| mine ordinances and have not kept
them,” you have ““{ransgressed the
lawe, changed the ordinances and

comprehend himself any mcore than | broken the everlasting covenants;”

he can comprehend Deity by hisown
Unless the Creator who

reflecticns,

made him, and who comprehends
what he was made for reveals it to

him, he cannot comprehend even|
Who is there that

his own being.

undersiands the nature of that in-

telligent spirit which inbhabits the
tabernacle of man? A good surgeon [ God of

can take the humsn body and dis.

sect it} point out ils wvarious

parts

and their relation one to another,
and name every bone and every
muscle and every sinew and every

nerve,
éven pertaining to the body,

cannot grasp or comprehend,

But there is something
(leav- | James declares, “If any of you lack
ing out the spiritvusl part of man)| wisdom, Jet him ask of God who

that gives the body life, which he | giveth to all men liberaily, and up-
The | braideth not; and it shall be given

vital force that gives animation to

the body is beyond his ken,

: And
every man who has studied himself

to any degree whatever, knows that
there ia something about himself
besides the iife of the body;, that
there is pometbing superior to the
bedy, and to that vital force which
animates the human frame, How
did that intelligent being get into
his physical nature, and where did

it come from?
istence with the earthly
did it exist before?

Did it come into ex.-
body, cr
When the com-

mon lot of humanily eomea and we

S‘ghuffle off this mortal coil” and our

bodies go into the ground, each part
geparating from the other, and the

elements go back whence they

came, does this gpiritual, this intel-

ligent being which inhabited the|communications.

body still exist, or does that dlzo sep-
arate into particles? Who Enows of
himself;and who can comprehendthis

by his own reflections? No man.
nless we
from the Being who made man, we

get some information | holy men of old, when they learned

cannot comprehend ourselves, much

less can we of ourselves comprehend | might be. God held communion

~ the Being that made us.

The inhabitents of the earth in | Ghost, which seems to be the na-

great
they have formed | tween God and man.

the different ages have hada
many duties;
ideas concerning God in thelr own
minds, and they have worshipped
that which seemed to them the
clearest representation of Deity.
Some of the idols which men have
worshipped appear very fooll:h to
us; they are no doubt indications of

the low degree of development of the | cauge we belleve in this doctrine of

people who get them up a8 objects of
. worship. But here,in the 19ih cen-
tury,among people called Christians
we hear a great deal about God, the
God ot the Bible, the God that made
man, the God that rules the uni-
verse, and when we inquire of the
wisest men we have in Christen-

|

now ‘“return unto me and [ will re.
furn unto you, szith the Lordof
hosts,”

We also find in the scripluresthe
declaration, that God changeth not,

oureelves we know that God lives,
that He communlicates to men; we
Enow the channel of communication
is opened up between the heavens
and the earth, and that the people
of the nineteenth century, by tak-
ing a proper course and exerclsing
faith in the right way, and being
humble enough to carry into effact
the commandmenis which the Lord
gives when He does manifest him-
gelf unto them, csan obtain comuni-
cation from on high by the gift and
power .of the Holy Ghost, by
dreams and visions, and by the visi-
ble manifestation of God’s power in
the midet of His people.

This is our testimony to the
world, and it is for this that we are
opposed; this is the ground work of
the opposition applied to us in what
is called the Christian world. For
if the fact be admitted that tbe
Latter-day Rainis are the people
of God and those who
preside over them are the
servants of God, tbat they receive
communications from Him, and fhat
this is His Church, that would be to
admit also that all other churches
are the churches of men and not of
Christ; that those who minister in
them are not delegated of heaven
and that the doctrines they teach
are merely the doetrines and com-
mandments of men, Thus cur faith
comes in contact with the estab-
lished rysiems of Christendom.

Now, tke Liord has made known
to us a few simple truths in regard

man be made hapgy in time and in
eternity. And by becoming ac-
quainied with darkness we can ap-
preciate the light; by becoming ac-
quainted with pain and sorrow we
can appreciate perfect bliesand hap-
pinese; by coming in contaect with
death,and understanding it through
experience we may ¢mprehend the
ble:sings of life, preparatory to an
endless existence In the presence of
the Father to dwell in perfect sub-

mission to His eternal laws. We:
are bere for experience, and
while we dwell in mortality

there sre lessons to be Ilearned
and that must be learned, if needs
be _through suflering. It is our
privilege, while here in the school
of experience and adversity, far
from cur ancient home, to struggle
up to the light from whence we
came, and by the power of the Holy
Spirit to obtain a knowledge of the
past, a comprebension of the pre-
senf, and an urcfoldment of the fu-
ture; for “when the spirit of truth is
come he shall guide you into all
truth, and he shall take of the
things of the Fatherand of the Son
and show them unto you; He shall
show you things to come, and shall
bring to your remembrance things
that are ty, he shall give you
knowledge of the present and shall
unfeld fo you the future.” This is
the office of the Holy Ghost in be-
stowlog its gifts and blessings upon
men.

Now we can learn our duty, we

to our being—wi:0 we are, where we

to be our final destiny. These things

buf they are to"us, to use the lan-
guage cof Brother Bywater, “abso-
lute truths;” they have been reveal-
ed from the Almighty, snd are His
word to us and not the say-so of
men. God has borne testimony of
the truth of them in our own hearts;
2nd to us they have become abso-
lute truths. We are net left in
doubt about them; they are to us
facts as palpable as the fact of our
existence. -

I have not time to dwell upon this
sulbject, but I wil mention two or
three facts that God has madeknown

that He is ‘““the same yesterday, to-
day and forever,” And we may
reaconably infer that if God wasa
revelation hundreds of
years ago, Heis the same God of
revelation to-day, only the people
do not inquire of Him, they do not
seek unto Him in the right way
that they may obtain communica-
tions from Him. The - Apostle

him. But let him ask In faith,noth.
ing wavering. For he that waver-
eth is like a wave of the sea driven
with the wind and tossed.”

It appears then that God may be
Eprnached' that we may ask of
l im, but if we do =sk of Hdim we
must ask in faith. We must be.
lieve. If we do not believe we will
no¥vobtain. This principle of faith
| seems to be the meaps of approach-
ing the Almighty, If we take up
the Bible and read how the
ancients received revelation, we
find that they approached God by
faith, And ferther, we learn that
when God communicate anything
to them they tried to earry it out in
their practice; they tried to embod
in their lives those instructions and
As Bro!her By-
water, who precedad me ths after.
noon, has quoted: “Fear (Rod and
keep His commandments. This is
the whole duty of mad.” Those

anything from God were willing to
carry it out, no matter what the cost

with them by means of the Holy
tural means of communication be-

The word and will of God
were revealed to the Prophet
Joseph Smith, Why should we not
recelve this blessing of heavenly
communieation in our day? As
Latter-day Saints we have our
names cast out &8 evil, simply be-

receiving communieation from Ged,
We are simple enough to believe
that God will speak to people now
if they will approach Him in the
right way. Men have borne testi-
mony that they have received com-
munication from above, and have
made known the same t) us; and

dom in regerd o this Being, the;
tell us that He is incomprehansible, [
they tell us that He isan immate’

- aving believed on their word and

Y | every seed brings forth its own kind.

to us, and will leave them for the re-
flection of the congregation.
has made known to ug, in the first
Ellaee, that we—the real beings, the

telligent spirita which are entaber-
nacled In these mortal frames—are
the effspring of Delty, the children of
God, as much sc as our bodies are
the offspring of the children of men;
that just as men and women are the
sons and daughters of men, o far as
their earthly bodies are concerned,
80 the gpirits which inhabit these
bodies are beings born of the Al-
mighty God in the eternal worlds.
This spark of intelligence thatexists
in the human form Is siricken off
from the eternal flame of Deity; the
children of men are the offspring of
God. And when Jesus told His dis-
ciples, in addressing the throne of
grace, tosay, “Our Father who art
in heaven,” He gaid that which was
absolutely true, mnotin a epiritual
or Methodistical senee, but as an ab-
solute fact. God is our Father, and
we are His sons and daughters. Our
earthly bodies are framed in the
image of God; they are framed to
fit our spirits which are the oflespring
of God, which sre therefore in His
image, according to the law that

e

A comprehensicn of the offspring of
God will therefore lead to an under-
standing of God Himeelf,

The:e spiritual beipgs now so.
journing upon the earth in mortal
tabernscles, dwelt in the bosom of
elernity and were with the Eternal
Father “when the morning stars
sang together and the sons of God
shouted for joy’on beholding the

crganization of this earth. We
were there and we Joinmed in;
the heavenly chorus. BSaid the

Aposile Jchn: “Beloved,now are we
the sons of God, and it doth not yet
appear what we shall be: but we
Enow that, when he shall appear,
we shall be like him; for we shall
see him as he is,”” By that time we
will be able to comprehend God,
notwithstanding the as:ertion of the
learned of the world to the contrary,
We were sent down upon the earth
to dwell for a time that we might
learn the laws which govern this
lower sphere, that we might have a
portion of it framed as a body in
which we should dwell, that in it
and through it we migi:t become
acquainted with rin which ia the

in our miods are not mere articles | had the effect of stirring
of faith, they sre not mythe, they | position of the world and
are not mere opinions or sentiments, | ers of darkness

God |

can Jearn what is the mind and will

came from, what we are here for, (of God concerning us. The Lord
where we are going to, and what is [ has manifested a great many things

which has
I:E the op-
e pow-
against ns, This is
a necessary experience as it tends to
develope our being, and fo
long a8 we have this warfare
to fight, if we carry out strictly the
commandments of God, we shall
have more presentjoy, more present
satisfaction and more present plea-
sure than if we were iu accord with
the world, as we have the conscious
ne:s that we are doing what is right
and we also have the gratification
of knowing that the Lord will plant
our feet upon the rock of eternal
trath, andin His own time will
will bring us up to mingle and
dwell with those who have over-
come, and who move in a higher
sphere of intelligence. Our duties
are pointed cut and made known to
us a8 fast as we are prepared for
them. We have the means where-
})ii we ﬂaﬂ learn thntwill of God,
e upon line, precept upon precept,
here l;ﬂlit.tle and there a little, paa
fast as we develop and grow up to
the comprehension of higher truths;
and in every man’s heart whp walks
in the waysof lifeis this spirit
prompting and directing, and en-
couraging him to refrain from evil,
After we have performed our mis-
sion upon the earth the spirit will
be liberated from the body and will
go to a place prepared for if,and that

to us while in mortality

|

in earthly life.

wicked will gravitate together,while
the righteous will go tn their place
in the paradise of God where they
rest from their labors. The wicked
go to a place pre for them, not
however, a place of literal fire and
brimstone as taught by some reli-
gious teachers, but a place where
they will have a knowledge and re-

membrance of their wickedness,and

along they will pattern after th,
works of their Eternal Father
He does, g0 will they do, and
will all work {ogether In pe
harmony with ceiestial beings, op,
gpirit pervading the whole.

I have briefly outlined a few ide
embodied in our religious faith g
have not time to pursue the suble
farither; suffice it to say, that mg
Is the offspring of God and was by
in another sphere; that he is only,
sojourner upen the earth for s shg
time; that his destiny is to be mag
in every respect like the Fath
poseessing as He does an immort
eternal epirit, whieh, in courss

1

in thime
place will be according to the acts | spirit world will be fresh tu}}
of the individual -while dwelling | minds, never to fade away.
The spirits of the|will they comprehend God,

time, through obedieuce to the la
of-life and salvation, will dwell in g
immortal, eterual body, by me
of which he will te in communi
with all that is gcod and beau .
eat and glorious throughozt th
undless universe, and he w
under the inspiration and d
tion of the Father, snd iInt
recence of the Son and |
oly beings who are Jlike Him.?
respect to the rest of the childrer
men, they will each oceupy th
station for which they are fitted
their earthly acts. But to enterfin
the presence of God and enjoy| I
fulness of Hisglory and be assogh Cf
ted with Him in the gevernme
of the universe, there is but o
path, one gate to enter in by, o
g:canf salva‘ion, and that is th
spel of Jesus Christ as preachge
| by himself when upon t 2artl 0
and revealed anew in this our ¢ %’
the systems that men haveinventd
being ineffectual and powerless §1;
save. All the sects of Chistendon.
in that respect are like the sects
heathendom, they must psss away
What truth they have emanate®d
from God, for all truth comes fron
Him; but their systems are organith
zations of men, and they, ﬂ
must all in thelr time an
season, whilst the kingdom of God?
which is being be set up on thec
|earth will remain and continue {
spread forth and prevail, unti]l thix
whole earth is subuued to our Fathgth
|and brought into complete subjesbc
tion unto Him; that it may be pusQX
fled from evil and the dominion ¢
sin which has invaded it for cents™
ries, and that Satan and his hoshi®
may be banished for ever from ili*ec
.fal:itnldrii;g;n world t;mldn adiant
and glorious, transfigured, as the
h&.ﬂur was upon the ,mmf:t,
come up among the worlds redeem. .
ed, refulgent in i+ own spleu -
sh like the sun in the firmanent " -
| And the ransomed of the Lord wil>®
walk thzjre?;i nhi;h?il in white "
menft, rejo ) ce o "
the Eternal whom thcyw
nize again as their Father; for
past, now shut ont by {
veil of the flesh, will come back
them, and all their former '
will return to their minds;
memories which were shut out
tabernacling in the fleeh will com »
back again, and al! their past
rience upon the earth and

t

T
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uickened in Him and by
welling in His presence and
with the falness of His glory,

~
ever and ever. Amen,

at the same time be withcutaknow-
Jedge of the future; their condition
will be a state of awful suspense,
not knowing what their fate will be;
while the righteous will dwell to-
gether, and having served and com-
muped with God while tabernacling
in the flesh, they will have closer
communion in the spirit, and be pre-
Elared for the glorious reign

hen when theresurrectionday shall
dawn, the righteous, they that have
been faithful, who have been plant-
ed in the likeness of Chrisi’s death
and raised in the likene:s of His re.
surrection; having walked in His
ways, and followed his example,
will be brought forth inthe morping
of that great day; for the trumpet
shall sound and the voice of Christ
shall be heard, and they will come
forth and stacd erect sgain upon
the earth in their own bodie:, every
part and particle restored to its pro-
per part,maKing a whole and perfect
frame; not a natural body, buta
spiritual body; not & corruptible
body, but an incorruptible body,
made cut of the sameelements, pur-
ified and quickened by the power of

|

to come. | gether fruitless. Taking advice 8 »:
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Although it was not to be le:

ed that at this late stage of the set!u
sion anything definite would befo

done wiih regard to the sdmission 3o

of Utah as a State, yet it is %
to be able to say tﬁat the m Y

the delegates has not been alto-iri

to ibhe best mode of precedure, aloy
interview was ottained with Preshthe

dent Davis (pro tem.) of the Sen S
and S;eaker Kieflfer of the H:El

of Representatives, both of whom,the
in the most cordial manner ngraﬁt
to present the memorial and' constis

tution to the Senate and House re!n
spectively. The entation wa I
accordingly made in both House C0

When the matter came up in thefoc
Senate the following brief afaeum i
took place: ﬂn

PETITION AND MEMORIAL. -

The President pro tempore. The Chslf 31,
grelﬂltl & communication from J ko

mith, president of a convention of et ,
zens of Utah, transmitting a pe tition f&f -5‘;
the admission of that Territory into the V¢
Union as'a State, with a copy of & pr i
posed constitution. . The comm i Try

u
God. An(tl:l they will stand wupon

done cxactly as they directed us,
God has confirmed the truth of their !

transgression of law, and learn that
only by obedience fo law
ness possible for the offeprin

is happi- | p
gof(;od;lﬂ

their feet again and enter into the
resence of the Father, and be made
ke Him. They will !)e in His pex-

will be referred to the Committee on Ter te,
ritorles, and ordered to be printed. Je

Mr. Garland. I suggest that it go# Yy,
the committee without printing, ardlet




